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Grape varieties

Vitus viniferia is native to Europe Viticae genus vitis vinus
vinifera Phylloxera lives under ground (aphant like insect). Has
potential to kill the vine vitus vinifera

- Native to North america, not europe. Arrived in europe in
1860s via root material across the atlantic

- Can travel great distances quickly. Devastated the whole of
european vineyard rapidly.

- North american species on the root onto which is grafted a
different species. grafted roof stock top of graft in Vitus
vinifera, to prevent phylloxera problem

- Phylloxera just been introduced to yarra valley in 2006. needs
to be replant vineyards on grafted roof stocks. i.e. phylloxera is
an ancient pest, but current in Australia

Australian grape varieties Vitis vinifera not native to
Australia (NONE of the grape varieties

shiraz, riesling etc.) There are thousands of grape varieties
world wide Classic or Noble vs. Neutral or Ignoble Varieties
History vs. Science

Tom Stevenson

etc.

Zinfandel

Viognier

Touriganacional

Syrah

Sylvaner

Smillon

Sauvignon blanc

Sangiovese

Riesling

Pinot Noir

Pinot menuire

Pinot gris

Nebbiolo

Muscat blanc

Merlot

Grenache

Gw

ertztraminer

Gam

ay

Chenin

blanc

Chardonnay

Cabernet Sauvignon

Cabernet franc

Aligot

Vitis riparia

Vitis labrusca

Vitis berlandieri

Vitis amurensis

Vitis rupestris

Vitis cariboea

Vitis cariboea

etc.

SUB-GENUS EUVITES 60 species, but only Vitis vinifera is
important for winemaking

GENUS VITIS of the ten genera belonging to the Vitaceae family;
only genus Vitis is important for winemaking

BOTANICAL FAMILY Vitaceae (also called Ampelidaceae)

SUB-GENUS

MUSCADINIAE

Vitis rotundifolia

Vitis munsoniana

Vitis popenoei

VITIS VINIFERA several thousand varieties

Vitis Vinifera


	
Fashion vs. Quality Same variety different name The current most
popular and best quality varieties are ...........

WHITE WINES Sauvignon Blanc

Herbaceous, Green, Grassy, Capsicum, Gooseberry, Lychee The
favourite variety of the new adopter drinker. Usually unoaked

(currently fashionable), but a few winemakers now making French
styles in Australia

Semilon

Two Faces; Young & Aged. Youth is acidity, freshness and
citrus. Age is intense, toasty, nutty and complex.

Hunter Valley dominate at the expense of other regions
Chardonnay

The winemakers friend. The variety that has the most
options.

Sparkling or still Powerful or delicate Oak (another layer of
flavour/texture) or unoaked

Most expensive white wines in the world is made from Chardonnay
Typical Flavours; Peach, melon, apple and pears, nectarine


	
Malolactic Fermentation = (MLF) = malic acid converted to lactic
acid (lactobacillus)

lactic = creamy/buttery Part of oaked chardonnary
(toasty/cinnamon) After alcoholic fermentation

Riesling

An old favourite. Dry/crisp/acid/citrus Is this German or
Australian? Young; Fresh, lime, Lemon and floral. Aged; Kerosene,
petrol, toast and honey. Unique to Australia. But still
unfashionable for many! i.e. cheap!!


	
Pinot Gris

Note skin colour however its a white wine. Pinot Gris in France
Pinot Grigio in Italy We can use either. Marketing choice.
Australias only rule is varietal

labelling must be used. We cant have place names. Flavours
savoury and fragrant at the same time. Becoming a popular
alternative in Australia, we can say it!

RED WINE Cabernet Sauvignon

The great variety of Bordeaux. Most important on a global scale
(not in Australia)

Ready to be tannic if needed. Thick skins, densely packed, small
size. High amount of skins (tannins and colour) to juice. MOST
tannic wine.

Flavours of berry, cassis, vegetative, even eucalyptus and
peppermint. Also a bit of tobacco leaf smell (herbaceous/
moist)


	
Note: blending of different grape varieties is important to get
different flavor profiles

Merlot

Another Bordeaux classic The blending partner (of cab sauv) and
the dominant one Flavour of plum, choc and savoury Soft Tannins:
Larger berries/thinner skins. Less proportion of

skins to juice ratio

Pinot Noir The great grape of Red Burgundy Not blended with
other varieties as a table wine. ALWAYS single

variety Champagne / Sparkling wine is its other life (blended).
Extracted

juice from grape is drained from skin immediately to produce
white wine.

Flavours and complexity its strength & weakness Costly to
grow and make. Very fickle. Small changes that dont

affect other wines affects pinot noir. Low yield. pinot-philes
are rich wine freaks that love to gamble on Pinot Noir.


	
Almost always get spicy/oaky aroma Shiraz (used to be known as
Hermitage)

Most important red grape in Australia An early arrival in
Australia (1788) Unique Australian styles/ Very versatile in
flavour Not hugely tannic. Big stewed/dark fruit flavours

Possible to have American oak, French oak etc.


	
Grenache Originally French, famous in the Rhone Spains most
important red Powerful sweet flavours and high alcohol (i.e.
rapidly

ripens/sweetens). High sugar = high alcohol when fermented Part
of the GSM. Grenache shiraz Mouvedre.

Tempranillo (#1 of alternative/new red grape variety in
Australia) The famous variety of Rioja in Spain Thick skinned, thus
high tannin if required Has become popular across Spain Beginning
to be known in Australia. Resistant to drought Attractive aromatic
characters (black plums, cherries, raspberries)

Sangiovese (#2 of alternative/new red grape variety in
Australia)

Home in Tuscany in Italy Famous for Chianti Most often part of a
blend Part of the Super Tuscans (blended with grape varieties
from

outside that region. E.g. Merlot/Shiraz from France) Becoming
popular in Australia as a single varietal

Aside: introducing new wines to Australia need to be obtained
through a special vine nursery (which have plants that go through
quarantine)

o Always on the lookout for suggestions of grape varieties
Creating a new variety

Crossing: a new grape variety that was created by the cross
pollination of 2 different varieties.

o E.g. pinotage = Pinot Noir (good flavours) x Cinsault (huge
yield)

o Hybrid: a new grape variety that was produced from a cross

pollination of 2 grape species (species=parent.
Variety=children: E.g. Chambourcin for fungal resistance

Newer methods (hybridization and cross breeding is old) Clonal
variation

A Clone is a single vine or population of vines that have come
from the same single mother (chosen as a proficient vine) vine by
propagation i.e. cuttings or buds

Creates a new vineyard or new clones for commercial purposes


	
Clonal selection A Clone can be selected for disease resistance,
better yield or

desired flavour profile In Australia since the 1990s Pinot Noir
and Chardonnay have

commonly been selected by winemakers for flavour profile. Best
example the Burgundian Clones
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