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Information packaging in the
 clause

Page 2
                        

IntroductionI. a. Her son was arrested by the police. b. The police arrested her son.II. a. It’s unusual for her to be this late. b. For her to be this late is unusual.III. a. There were two doctors on the plane. b. Two doctors were on the
 plane.
 Example [ia] belongs to the passive construction; [iia] to the extraposition construction, and [iiia] to the existential construction. These constructions have the following properties in common:
 IV. They are non-canonical constructions; characteristically, they have a syntactically more elementary or basic counterpart given here in [b] examples.
 V. They basically have the same core meaning as their basic counterpart, but they present – or package – the information in a different way.
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Basic counterpart.
 There is an established name for the basic counterpart: [ib] is an active clause. But there is no established name for [iib]: this is the non-extraposition counterpart of [iia]. Simirarly, [iiib] is just the non-existential counterpart of [iiia].We have special names for the non-basic constructions, but not for their basic counterparts.
 Exceptional cases without a gramatically well-formed basic counterpart:
 I. a. There was a bottle of wine on the table. b. A bottle of wine was on the table.
 II. a. here is a plenty of time. b. *Plenty of time is.
 Both versions are permitted in [i], but only the existential version is gramatical in [ii]. The verb be can’t normally occur without an internal complement, so [iib] is ungrammatical.
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Passive clausesThe system of voice.
 A system of voice is one where the terms differ as to how the syntactic functions are alinged with semanic roles. Usually there are also formal differences either associated with the verb or associated with the NPs.
 The general terms active and passive are based on the semantic role of the subject in clauses expressing actions:In clauses describing some deliberate action, the subject is normally alinged with the active participant (the actor) in the active voice, but with the passive participant (the patient) in the passive voice.
 ACTIVE VOICEPASSIVE VOICEI. a. Everyone saw the accident.b. The assident was seen by everyone.II. a. His colleagues dislike him. b. He is disliked by his colleagues.
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Differences between active and passive clauses.
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Voice and information packaging.
 The voice system provides different ways of alinging the two major NPs in a clause with the syntactic functions and hence of selecting their order of appearance. Generally, the subject comes first in the clause and the object or internalised complement later. A major factor influencing the choice between these orders of presentation has to do with the familiarity status of the NPs. This involves the contrast between old (familiar) and new (unfamiliar) informations.
 I. The plumber says the dishwasher can’t be repaired, but I don’t think that’s true.II. My neighbour came over this morning: she asked me if I’d seen her cat.
 In English there is broad preference for packaging information so that subjects represent old information.
 ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICEIII. a. A dog attacked me in the park. b. I was attacked by a dog in the park.IV. a. I bough a tie. b. A tie was bought by me.
 5
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Active is the default in the voice system. The use of actives is not restricted by actual constraints relating to the combination of old and new information, but the passive is. This is the generalisation that holds:
 In a passive clause it is not normally possible for the subject to be new when the internalised complement is old.
 While active and passive clauses have the same core meaning, they are not freely interchangeable. They differ in how the information is presented, and one important factor in the choice between them concerns the status of the two major NPs as representing old and new informations.
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Short passives
 • In almost all cases the internalised complement is OPTIONAL. The passive clauses with no internalised compelment are called short passives; the passive clauses with internalised complement are called long passives. Short passives have an important function: they enable us to LEAVE OUT something that would be obligatory in the active, namely a main clause subject.
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Short passives ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICEi a.*Built the house in 1960. b. The house was built in 1960.ii а.*Damaged you car. b. Your car was damaged.iii а. *Made mistakes. b. Mistakes were made.
 • The passive versions enable us to avoid anything aboutwho built the house (we may have no idea who it was, or it may not be relevant);which employee of ours accidentally damaged your car (there are liability issues!);who blundered (people don`t always want to directly admit error).
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Lexical restrictionsMost transitive clauses have passive counterparts, but not all. Some
 verbs are inadmissible in passives:
 i a.The town boasts a great beach. b.*A great beach is boasted by the town.
 ii a. Max lacks tact. b.*Tact is lacked by Max.iii a. Jill has three wonderful kids. b.* Three wonderful kids are had
 by Jill.iv a. The jug holds three litres. b.*Three litres are held by the jug.
 Boast and lack occur only in active clauses . Have occurs in passive constructions, in its dynamic sense, as in She was happy to find there was both water and gas to be had. Hold occurs in passives like It was held in place by duct tape, but not where it means “contain”.
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PREPOSITIONAL PASSIVESThe subject of passive may correspond to an object of a
 preposition rather than the verb:
 i a.People are looking into the matter . b.The matter is being looked intoii а.They took advantage of us. b. We were taken advantage of.
 In the [b] examples the underlined preposition is stranded: no actual complement follows it , but an understood complement is retrievable from the subject. Clauses of this kind are called prepositional passives. Two subtypes can be distinguished:a) Specified preposition.b) Unspecified preposition.
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a) Specified preposition.
 In [i-ii] the preposition is specified by the preceding verb or verbal idiom. Look is a prepositional verb specifying into as preposition for the meaning „investigate”, and the idiom take advantage specifies of. This type of passive has lexical restrictions on its availability: some verbs or verbal idioms permit the prepositional passive and some don’t.
 Come across (meaning „enсounter”) and lose patience with don’t permit it:
 ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICEI. a. We came across some old letters. b. *Some old letters were came
 across.II. a. He lost patience with the children. b. *The children were lost patience
 with.
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b) Unspecified preposition.
 • In Someone has slept in this bed/This bed has been slept in the preopsition is not specified; it has it’s ordinary meaning and in the active can be replaced by other prepositions like: under/on/near this bed. Passives of this type are admissable only if the clause describes some significant effect on the subject referent or some significant property of it.
 • Example This bed has been slept in is acceptable because sleeping in a bed affects it (that’s why we change the sheets).
 • On the other hand, *The bed was sat near is not acceptable: sitting near the bed wouldn’t affect it, and doesnt suggest any significant property of it.
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Get- passivesThe passive clauses have the auxiliary be; we call them be-
 passives. There is also passive with get instead of be: Be-passive Get-passivei a. Pat was bitten by a snake. b. Pat got bitten by a snake.ii a. They weren`t charge until later. b. They didn`t get charged
 until later.iii a. Several shots were heard . b.* Several shots got
 heard. Be is an auxiliary verb, but get isn`t. In the negative and
 interrogative get-passives require the dummy auxiliary do, as seen in [iib].
 The be-passives is stylistically neutral, but get-passives are mark of informal style.
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Bare passives
 Be-passives and get-passives have be and get as catenative verbs with past-participial complements. Past-participial clauses also occur elsewehere with passive interpretation, and we call these bare passives. They can be either complements or modifiers.
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Bare passives as complement in complex catenatives
 A few verbs that occur in the complex catenative construction- the one with an ‘interveving NP’- license bare passives as complement. They include have, get, order, and certain sense verbs, such as see:
 i We had the documents checked by a lawyer.ii You should get yourself vaccinated against measles.iii She ordered the records destroyed.iv He saw his son knocked down by a bus.
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Bare passives as modifierAs modifiers, bare passives function in the structure
 of NPs:
 i We want [a house built after 1990].ii [The complaint made by her lawyer] is being
 investigated. These are comparable to relative clauses in be-
 passive form: a house which was built after 1990; the complaint that was made by her lawyer.
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Adjectival passivesBe can followed by an adjective, and sometimes an adjective is formed
 from the past participle of a verb: a. Her leg was broken. As a passive clause, [a] describes an event, as in Her leg was broken in a
 hockey accident. But it can be a complex- transitive clause- an intransitive clause containing a predicative complement, as in Her leg was sore. In this interpretation, [a] describes a state resulting from an earlier event: She was using crutches because her leg was broken. Here we can say that broken (not the whole clause ) is an adjectival passive.
 The syntactic difference between the constructions is that the ADJECTIVAL PASSIVE CAN OCCUR WITH COMPLEX-INTRANSITIVE VERBS OTHER THAN BE:
 a. Her leg felt broken.Here broken have only adjectival, state interpretation.
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Extraposition• Subject extrapositionClauses with a subordinate clause subject have variants with the
 subordinate clause at the end and dummy it as an subject:BASIC VERSION VERSION WITH EXTRAPOSITION
 i a.That he was acquitted disturbs b. It disturbs her that he was her. acquitted.
 ii b. How she escaped remains a b. It remains a mystery how she mystery. escaped.
 Here [b] dummy it must be the subject. Extraposition is admissible only with subordinate clauses:
 a. His letters disturb her. b.* It disturbs her his letters.The subject in [a] is an NP and cannot be extraposed.
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Internal complement extraposition• Extraposition of an internal complement is found
 predominantly in complex-transitive constructions. Where it is just about obligatory:
 a.* I find that he gave up disappointing.b. I find it disappointing that he gave up.
 In [b] dummy it appears as object and the subordinate clause as extraposed object.
 The [a] version is inadmissible because the subordinate clause located between the verb and another complement.
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EXERCISE 1For each underlined clause, give an extraposed counterpart if
 one is available, or if none is available, explain why.
 i Why you put up with it is incomprehensible.ii The fact that they are married should make no difference.iii For you to do that would be deeply unethical.iv I appreciate that you returned it sincerely. v That I should have to clean it all up seems a bit unfair.
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EXERCISE 1i Why you put up with it is incomprehensible.
 It is incomprehensible why you put up with it.ii The fact that they are married should make no difference.
 There is no extraposed counterpart because the underlined subordinate clause is functioning as complement within NP structure, not as subject or internal complement in clause structure.iii For you to do that would be deeply unethical.
 It would be deeply unethical for you to do that. iv I appreciate that you returned it sincerely.
 There is no extraposed counterpart because the underlined subordinate clause is not functioning as subject or internal complement in clause structure. v That I should have to clean it all up seems a bit unfair.
 It seems a bit unfair that I should have to clean it all up .
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Existential clausesThe spelling there is today used for two different words, one a locative
 in meaning “in or at that place” and the other a dummy pronoun. The primary role of the there is to fill the syntactic subject position in clauses, which are called existential clauses. Basic version Existential clauseSome keys were near the safe. There were some keys near the
 safe.A nurse was present. There was a nurse present.
 We will refer to some keys and a nurse as a displaced subject. A
 displaced subject – ( not kind of subject ) phrasether corresponds to subject of the syntactically more basic construction.
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Bare existentialsOne common kind of existential clause contains just there, the verb be
 and a displaced subject called bare existentials. They have no corresponding basic version. The verb be normally requires an internal complement so the basic versions that would have corresponded to bare existentials are all ungrammatical :
 Bare existential clause Ungrammatical basic version
 1 a. There is a dog. 1b. A dog is.*2a. There are many species of spiders. 2b. Many spicies of spiders are.*3a. There has been no news of them. 3b. No news of them has been.*4a. There was a serious accident. 4b. A serious accident was. *
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Extended existentialsThere are also extended existentials, which contain an additional
 element, there extension, within the VP:• 1.Locative complements are particularly common extensions :
 There’s a snake in the grass.• 2.Temporal extensions occur with displaced subjects that denote
 event :There’s another meeting this afternoon.
 • 3.Predicative complement are restricted to range of adjectives denoting temporary tastes( absent, available, missing, present, vacant) : There are still some seats available
 • 4 Hollow Infinitival clauses have gap in internal complement function :
 There is poor old Albert to consider.
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The it-cleft constructionsThis generally provides more than one variant of the corresponding non-cleft clause – at least one for each NP :
 Non-cleft b. It was Sue who introduced Jim to Pat.a . Sue introduced Jim to Pat. b. It was Jim who Sue introduced to Pat.
 b. It was Pat who Sue introduced Jim to.
 To form an it-cleft clause we divide it into to parts. One part ( double underlining) is foregrounded, the other ( single
 underlining) backgrounded.

Page 27
                        

The foregrounded element
 There many other possibilities, a few of which are illustrated :
 Non-cleft It-cleft 1a. They think you should leave. 1b.It’s you they think should leave.2a. Sue introduced Jim to Pat. 2b. It was to Pat that Sue introduced
 Jim.3a. He signed a bill with his pеn. 3b. It was with his pen that he signed
 a bill.4a She doesn’t often miss a class. 4b. It isn’t often that she misses a class.5a. I resigned to avoid being fired. 5b. It was to avoid being fired that I
 resigned.
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Backgrounded element as presupposition
 The effect of backgrounding is to present the information in question as a presupposition – information that is taken for granded. Presuppositions are normally not affected when we negate the containing construction, and this is the source of a sharp difference between clefts and their non- cleft counterparts:
 a. Sue didn’t introduce Jim to Pat. b. It wasn’t to Pat that Sue introduced Jim.
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Presudo-cleftThe presudo-cleft is quite similar to the it cleft in some ways :
 again we have a division between foregrounded and backgrounded elements. But in case of presudo-cleft, the backgrounded material as placed in a fused relative construction : Non- cleft Presudo-cleft
 1a. We need more time. 1b. What we need is more time.
 2a. He claims he was insulted 2b. What he claims is that he was insulted.
 3a. I’ll post pone the meeting. 3b. What I’ll do is post pone the meeting.
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EXERCISE 2For each of the following, give an it-cleft counterpart with the
 same the same truth conditions, with the underlined constituent as the foregrounged element :
 1. I blame you. 2. Most of the leaf growth occurs in the spring.3. left the campground only reluctantly.4. George took the Volvo.5. I liked the other one most.
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EXERCISE 21. I blame you. ( It was you who I blame)2.Most of the leaf growth occurs in the spring. ( It was
 in the spring when most of the leaf growth occurs)3.They left the campground only reluctantly. ( It was
 reluctantly when they left the campground )4. George took the Volvo. ( It was George who took
 the Volvo)5. I liked the other one most. ( It was the other one I
 liked most)
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Dislocation An extra NP located to the left or right of the main part of the clause, consisting of subject and predicate, which we call the nucleus. The extra NP serves as antecedent for a personal pronoun within the nucleus:
 NON – DISLOCATED CLAUSE I a. One of my cousins has triplets.ii a. Her father can be very judgemental.
 DISLOCATED CLAUSEI b. One of my cousins, she has triplets.Ii b. He can be very judgemental, her father.
 Example ib illustrates left dislocation, while iib has right dislocation.
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Extraposition is not right dislocation
 Extraposition is a mechanism of syntax that alters word order in such a manner that a relatively "heavy" constituent appears to the right of its canonical position.The it of extraposition is a dummy, not a referential pronoun. Thus the extraposed clause doesn’t ‘clarify the the reference’ of it: the it has no reference.
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constituent_(linguistics)
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Preposing and postposingI PREPOSING Some of them he hadn’t even read.• Preposing involves putting an element before the subject of a clause
 when its basic position would be after the verbIi POSTPOSING I understood eventually the reason of their antagonism.• Postposing involves putting an element at or near the end of the
 clause rather than in the earlier position that would be its default place.
 iii INVERSION a. Never had I felt so alone. [subject – auxiliary inversion] b. In the drawer was a gun. [subject – dependent inversion]• In [iiia] there is inversion of subject and auxiliary verb following
 preposed never.• The inversion in [iiib] combines preposing and postposing
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ReductionReduction is construction where a constituent representing old information is reduced to a pronoun or similar form or else omitted together. We use ellipsis for the omission of old information and introduce the modern term pro – form in place of ‘pronoun or similar form’:
 I I’d like to go with you but I can’t _. [reduction by ellipsis]ii My father said he would help you. [reduction by pro –
 form]We can generalise the concepts of anaphora and antecedent to cover such cases of ellipsis: the ellipted complement is thus anaphorically related to the antecedent go with you in the first clause.
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Pro – form VS pronounI A: Was she arrested? B: I’m afraid so. PRONOUN? PRO – FORM?
 No YesIi It’s time to go. Who broke the vase?PRONOUN? PRO – FORM?YES NO
 In [i], so is a pro – form, but it isn’t pronoun.It couldn’t be: afraid takes a clause as complement but no any kind of NP.In [ii], it and who are pronouns: they head NPs in subject position and do not permit determiners.
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Reduction of NPsThe pro – forms one and other
 She left us six pears; this one is riper than the others / the other ones. These forms always have a count interpretation, and unlike pronouns they have an antecedent that is not a full NP: in this example it is pears, not six pears. They differ from pronouns in that they take determiners, such as this and the , like in the example. They are likely prototypical common nouns in having an inflectional contrast between singular one/other and plural ones/others
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Reduction of NPsThe fused head construction
 What we have called the simple and implicit partitive uses of the fused head construction are generally interpreted anaphorically:
 I I need some ink, but I can’t find any.Ii I had put some mangoes on the table and as
 usual Max took the largest. The fused determiner – head any is interpreted anaphorically as “any ink” and the fused modifier – head largest as “largest of them”, “largest of the mangoes”.
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Reduction of clauses, VPs and other phrasesClause reduction
 I He says Jill informed the press, but that can’t be true. Ii She may change her mind, but I doubt it.Iii I’m not sure I’ll finish today, but I hope so.Iv She’s coming round to see us, but she didn’t say when _.• NPs such as that, this and it can have clauses rather than
 NPs as antecedent• So can serve as a kind of ‘pro – clause’. It functions mainly
 as internal complement to such verbs as believe, think, seem etc.
 • In the last example we see ellipsis of everything bur the initial phrase of an interrogative content clause.
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Reduction of clauses, VPs and other phrasesVP reduction
 I He suggested we put the house on the market, but I don’t want to do that yet.Ii She drove us to the station, but she did so reluctantly.Iii Ed isn’t ready, but I am _. Come if you can _. I saw it and Pat did _ too.Iv You can come with us if you want_.V I don’t promise to get it finished today, but I’ll try _.Vi They asked me who informed the press, bur I don’t know _.• The NPs this, that and it can combine with the lexical verb do to form a ‘pro – VP’; do that
 in 1st example is interpreted anaphorically as “put the house on the market”.• So combines with do in a similar way: did so in 2nd example is understood as “drove us to
 the station”.• The third examples involve the ellipsis of the complement of an auxiliary verb. There is
 another construction where the dummy auxiliary verb do is used if there would not otherwise be an auxiliary verb present, as in the 3rd sentence.
 • Quite similar is the ellipsis of a VP following the infinitival marker to, as in 4th example.• A relatively small number of lexical catenative verbs allow ellipsis of their non – finite
 complement: try in 5th is understood as “ try to get it finished today”.• Similary, some verbs, such as know in 6th, permit ellipsis of a content clause complement:
 “I don’t know who informed the press”.
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Reduction of clauses, VPs and other phrasesPro – forms for predicative complements and
 locative PPsI She was extremely bright / an excellent manager, or at least she seemed so.Ii He was born in Boston and lived there all his life.• So has other anaphoric uses than those mentioned above;
 in particular, it can function as predicative complement, allowing a variety of categories of antecedent, such as the AdjP extremely bright or the NP an excellent manager in 1st example.
 • The preposition there is commonly used anaphorically with a locative expression as antecedent, as in 2nd example. It can be also used deictically, as in Just put it over there.
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EXERCISE 3Classify the following examples as (a) left dislocation; (b) right dislocation; (c) preposing; (d) postposing.
 I To my son Ben I leave my collection of antique chess pieces.Ii They said he was a professional, the guy that stole your stuff.Iii The garage, I don’t really use it except for storing junk.Iv We explained to the police everything they asked us to explain.V Was she just crazy, that teacher who had an affair with that boy?Vi Surprise everyone you certainly did!Vii The Monkey Club is proud to present for the first time in Grenville this coming Saturday at eight p.m. the fabulous Rockmonsters.
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EXERCISE 3
 I PreposingIi Right dislocationIii Left dislocationIv PostposingV Left dislocationVi PreposingVii Postposing
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Thank for attention.
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