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Preface Germany is still known as a Country that produces mainly
White Wine. About two thirds of the Vineyards are covered by
Riesling and other White Grape Varieties, but the Ratio of planted
Red Grapes is increasing steadily. Around 64% of the whole Wine
Stock had been White Grape Varieties in 2011 compared to 71% ten
years ago. There are for sure some well-known Grape Varieties,
which are planted in Germany, such as Riesling, Silvaner and
Variations of the Pinot Noir. But that is by far not all the German
Wine Culture has to offer. Viniculture exists since more than 2,800
years in Germany and Grape Cultivation Technology continues to
progress until today. New Breedings and some, internationally
rather unknown, Grape Varieties are capable of producing
outstanding Wines with very unique Flavors. There are about 135
different Grape Varieties permitted for Cultivation; 20 of them
play a more or less significant role in the market. The aim of this
Ebook is it to introduce the main Varieties as well as some
Newcomer. The book makes no claim to be complete but hopes to bring
the German Wine Culture a step closer to you.

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)
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German White Grape Varieties From the 135 Grape Varieties, which
are currently permitted for the Cultivation in Germany, are around
100 White Wine Grapes. The German Wine Law specifies which kind of
Grapes may be used for the Production of Wine. The Ratio of planted
Red Grapes on German Vineyards is increasing steadily but the
country still dedicates about two thirds of the whole Wine Stock to
White Grape Varieties. In 2011, around 64% of the all German
Vineyards were occupied with White Grape Varieties.
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The King of the German White Wine Grape Varieties remains the
well-known Riesling, which is planted on 22% (22.636 ha in 2011) of
all German Vineyards. The Mller-Thurgau, also known as Rivaner in
German-speaking Regions, used to be the most popular Variety in
Germany during the 1970s but lost ground to the Riesling Grape in
the late 1980s and had 2011 a market share of 13.1% (13,347).
Another popular White Grape Variety with a considerable impact is
the Silvaner Grape (5.08%). Less spread is the young Grape Crossing
Bacchus, which is especially grown in the German Wine Region
Franken (Franconia). The Grape Variety Gewrztraminer can be found
on less than 1% of German Vineyards, though it can produce
outstanding Wines. Rather unknown but with a rising Tendency during
the last years are also the Rulnder Grape (Pinot Gris) and the
Weiburgunder (Pinot Blanc).

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)
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Bacchus at a Glance German Ranking (2011): No. 13 (No. 7 for
White Grape Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 1,893 ha (1.85 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2010): Franken (Franconia) - 734 ha Rheinhessen
(Rhine Hesse) - 710 ha Nahe - 147 ha

10 year Tendency: decreasing (-1,073 ha or -36.18% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Bacchus

Bacchus A young Crossing with a divine Name

Bacchus is an artificial Crossing between the White Wine Grapes
Silvaner, Riesling and Mueller-Thurgau (Rivaner). The German
Viticulturist Peter Morio (1887 1960) has created the Variety in
1933 at the Geilweilerhof Institute for Grape Breeding in
Siebeldingen-Pfalz (Palatinate). Only since 1972 it was released
for the general Cultivation and mainly developed in Franken
(Franconia). Bacchus had its Peak in Germany in the 1990s and ever
since the ratio of planted Grapes is decreasing. The Bacchus Grape
Variety only occupied 1.85% of the German Vineyards in 2011 but is
still a representative Wine for Germany and especially for the Wine
Growing Region Franken (Franconia). Apart from Franken, where the
Bacchus Grape is planted on more than 10% of all Vineyards, it can
be found mainly in Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse), Pfalz (Palatinate)
and the Nahe Region. Apart from Germany, Bacchus is also grown in
England, where it retains a higher Acidity due to the colder
weather conditions. The Name originates from the Greek mythology.
The Wine God Dionysus, respectively its Roman equivalent Bacchus
lent its Name to the Wine Grape Variety. In Germany, the Bacchus
Grape might also be called Frher Scheurebe or Weisser Bacchus.
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Exotic Bouquet with a Hint of Nutmeg

The Bacchus Grape reaches high Must Weights and ripens much
earlier than the Riesling Grape. Bacchus performs well in colder
Climate and is almost completely resistant against Chlorosis. The
Crop Yields are similar to the Mueller-Thurgau (Silvaner) Grape,
thus relatively high. Bacchus Grapes are easy to plant since they
have no special requirements regarding the Site. That is why it is
a good alternative for Vineyards where the rather demanding
Riesling doesnt grow. The Flavors of Bacchus Wines are powerful and
vigorous. After full Ripeness it can produce fruity Wines with an
aromatic, exotic Fragrance and a light Muscat Tone. Due to its low
Acidity, Bacchus is suitable for the blending into other Wines,
such as the Mueller-Thurgau (Rivaner). Nowadays, the most
successful Varieties of Bacchus Grapes are cultivated in Franken
(Franconia) and are easy to recognize because of their bright,
green-yellow color with a hint of nutmeg. Tip: Bacchus Wines should
be enjoyed young.
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Bacchus Grape Statistics
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Gewrztraminer at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 18 (No. 11 for White Grape
Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 870 ha (0.85 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2010): Pfalz (Palatinate) - 367 ha Rheinhessen
(Rhine Hesse) - 155 ha Baden - 153 ha

10 year Tendency: steady (+25 ha or +2.96% since 2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Gewrztraminer

Traditional Grape Variety that divides Minds

Gewrztraminer originates in the German-speaking Province South
Tyrol in Northern Italy in the Town of Tramin, which explains the
Name-Giving. It is an old Variety that has been often prized for
its high Quality. The Grape Variety is also called Traminer Mosque,
Gertie, solely Gewrz or Gewurztraminer without the Umlaut in
France. The White Grape was planted on 0.8% of the German Vineyards
in 2011 and is most popular in Baden, Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) and
Pfalz (Palatinate), where it is known as Clevner.

The Variety goes often with the Synonym Roter (Red) Traminer in
Germany but despite its pink to red skin color it is a White Wine
Grape. The term Gewrz can be translated into English as Spice or
Condiment, which describes the spicy and very distinctive Flavor of
the Gewrztraminer. This is particularly true for the Grapes from
Alsace, whereby Gewrztraminer from Pfalz or Palatinate is less
distinctive and austere.
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Distinctive with an Aroma of Roses

The Grapes have a high Amount of natural Sugar and are usually
off-dry with an aromatic, pronounced Flavor. The Bouquet can be
compared with the Aroma of the Lychee Fruit. Drier Gewrztraminer
may have the Aroma of Roses or Passion Fruits. Its spicy and
distinctive Flavor makes the Gewrztraminer very suitable for the
Pairing with spicy Asian Dishes. The Wine also matches well with
Game, smoked Salmon and Hirtenkse.

Gewrztraminer grows best in cooler Climates and is almost
frost-resistant. On the other hand, the Grapes demand warm Sites
and Soil with good Drainage. The Ripening begins usually in the end
of September and the Yield can vary a lot, depending on the weather
conditions. The purpose for cultivating this Grape Variety is not
Profitability but its unique Attributes.
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Gewrztraminer Grape Statistics
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Rieslaner at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 25 for White Grape Varieties

Vineyard Area (2011): 83 ha (0.08 % of total Vineyard Areas)

Major Regions (2010): Pfalz (Palatinate) - 39 ha Franken
(Franconia) - 35 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+9 ha or +12.16% since 2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Rieslaner

Silvaner x Riesling Crossing from Franconia

The White Wine Grape Variety Rieslaner is rather unknown, even
with Wine Experts. Only some German Wine Regions dedicate its Sites
to the Rieslaner Grape, among them are Franken (Franconia) and
Pfalz (Palatinate). But even with a rising Trend during the last
years, the Variety occupies only 0.1% (83 ha in 2011) of German
Vineyards.

Rieslaner is a Crossing between the Silvaner and Riesling Grape
and originates in Franken (Veitshcheim, near Wrzburg).
Viticulturist August Ziegler introduced the artificial Breed in
1921 in the Bavarian State Institute for Viticulture and
Horticulture. In some Regions in Germany, it can be found under the
Synonym Mainriesling.
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High Potential in suitable Locations

The Rieslaner tend to have a high acidity, so it is in normal
years more enjoyable as Sptlese (Late Harvest) or Auslese (Berry
Selection). Especially in suitable, sunny Locations is the
Rieslaner Grape able to deliver exceptionally good Wines. The
Flavor of the Rieslaner reminds of Citrus Fruits, Passion Fruit and
for ripe Wine of Peach. The Grapes are ripening late and producing
high Yields. The resistant Variety deals well with Botrytis, which
gives it a very acidic and fruity potential. Because of the
refreshing Acidity of Rieslaner, it is often used as a Basis for
Sparkling Wine. The Rieslaner served as a Crossing Partner for the
new Varieties Albalonga, Fontanara, Marie Steiner and Optima.
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Rieslaner Grape Statistics
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Riesling at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 1 of all Grape Varieties

Vineyard Area (2011): 22.636 ha (22.17 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2010): Pfalz (Palatinate) - 5,567 ha Mosel
(Moselle) - 5,294 ha Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 3,952 ha

10 year Tendency: steady (+ 1,122 ha or 5.22% since 2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Riesling

Riesling Ambassador for German Wine Culture

The Riesling represents, more than any other Grape Variety, the
long lasting Wine Culture and Tradition in Germany. Riesling
overtook the high-yielding Rivaner (Mueller-Thurgau) Grape in the
1990s and became the most planted Grape Variety in Germany. Since
then, it enjoys the top position of all Grape Varieties, not only
on a national level. Riesling is in terms of Importance for high
quality Wines worldwide usually included in the "top three" White
Wine Varieties, next to Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. The long
History of the Riesling Grape goes back to the 15th century, where
written references about the Rielingen prove the existence in the
Rhine area for the first time in 1435. Older documents from 1348
contain similar spellings (Russelinge, Rissling) with regard to
Wine Grapes, but there is no certainty that they referred to the
Riesling Grape, as we know it today. It is commonly believed that
the Riesling originated somewhere in a Rhine valley. Furthermore,
there is evidence that the original Grape is a Crossing between the
Traminer and Heunisch Grapes. Nowadays, more than half the worlds
Vineyards devoted to the Riesling are in Germany. The Riesling
Grape grows in every German Wine Region and accounts for more than
22% (22,236 ha) of the total yields on Vineyards in Germany. The
largest popularity experiences the Riesling in Rheingau (Rhine
District), where it occupies 79% (2,472 ha) of
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the Vineyards. Other famous Riesling Regions are Pfalz
(Palatinate), Mosel (Moselle) and Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse). But as
said before, in general the Riesling Grape can be found with
mentionable numbers of Vineyards in every German Wine-Growing
Region.

Full of Complexity, Versatility and Longevity

The Riesling Grape has a full, flowery Aroma, which is often
described as being almost perfumed. Fragrances of crisp apples or
ripe peaches can be found in the mineral rich Wine. It also
contains a high, fruity acidity and is preferably used to produce a
range from dry to sweet White Wines and also serves as the favorite
Grape for the Production of Sparkling Wine. It is unlikely that the
Riesling Wine is oaked usually it comes pure. The late Harvest
Wines have a honey-like Taste caused by the Noble Rot Botrytis. The
Berries for the sweet Dessert Wines are handpicked and contain an
extremely high amount of sugar and acid, which add a distinctive
flavor and complexity to the Wine. Sweeter Riesling Wines like
Beerenauslesen (Berries Selection) or Trockenbeerenauslesen (Dry
Berries Selections) with their high content of natural sugar are
suitable for the Wine Cellar and the later pleasure at special
occasions. The usual aging period for Riesling is around 10 30
years, depending on the Ripeness of the Grapes. Certain high
quality Riesling Wines are among the most long lived of all Wines
and can be preserved for Centuries. Many Wine Drinkers appreciate a
Riesling as an ideal Summer Wine that can complement a Variety of
Dishes. Especially mature, dry or medium-dry Riesling Auslesen
(Selections) or Sptlesen (Late Harvest) pair good with lighter
Meals, such as Steamed Fish, Meat and Chicken with light Sauces.
Due to its Versatility, certain Riesling Wines also match perfect
with sweet-sour Asian Food or the spicy Latin American Cuisine. In
terms of Diversity, there is hardly another German Grape Variety
that can compete with the Riesling.
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Resistant and extremely Terroir-representative

The nuances and character of a Riesling Wine is highly
influenced by its origins soil and microclimate, which is why the
term terroir-expressive is often used for the description of the
Grape. The Riesling Grape Variety has a strong resistance against
cold weather conditions, which might be one of the reasons for the
big success of Riesling in the rather cool Wine-Growing Region
Germany. The Grapes ripen slowly and reach their full fruitiness in
late autumn, whereby late Harvest Grapes can be picked as late as
January (especially for Eiswein). Best conditions for the Riesling
Berries to grow are stony Slopes that absorb the heat and
overlooking River Valleys. It may take up to 130 days for the
Riesling to ripe and with bad circumstances, the Harvest can be
poor in some years. But in general, the Riesling Grape is easy to
maintain and satisfied with stony Soils, less Moisture and
moreover, it is relatively frost-resistant.
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Riesling Grape Statistics

(Data Source: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis,
2011)
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Rivaner at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 2 of all Grape Varieties

Vineyard Area (2011): 12.374 ha (13.1 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2010): Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 4,366 ha Baden
2,629 ha Pfalz (Palatinate) - 5,567 ha

10 year Tendency: decreasing (- 5,235 ha or 28.13% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Rivaner (Mller-Thurgau)

Mller-Thurgau = Riesling x Madeleine Royal

The White Wine Grape Variety Mller-Thurgau is an artificial
Crossing and was created by the Swiss Professor Hermann Mller
(1850-1972) in the Geisenheim Research Institute (Hesse) in 1882.
Mller was born in the Swiss Canton Thurgau, which explains the
Naming of the Grape Variety. Synonyms in Switzerland are Riesling x
Sylvaner and Riesling-Sylvaner. For a long time it has been assumed
that Mller-Thurgau is a Crossing between the Riesling and Silvaner
Grape. That is the reason why the Grape is often labeled as
Rivaner, especially in German- speaking Regions. But indeed, new
Findings based on DNA Fingerprinting determined in 1998 that the
Parents of the Mller-Thurgau are Riesling and Madeleine Royal
(Crossing between Pinot and Trollinger). Nevertheless, the
Mller-Thurgau Grape can still be found as Rivaner, which is
reasonable for Marketing and Legal Backgrounds. Mller-Thurgau
respectively Rivaner is today the most widely planted Grape Variety
of the new Varieties, which were created since the late 19th
century. Even after a worldwide decline in the Cultivation of the
Grape, it remains the most important German Grape Variety after the
Riesling. Mller-Thurgau Grapes are widespread on Vineyards in the
German Wine Regions Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse), Baden, Franken
(Franconia), Mosel (Moselle) and Pfalz (Palatinate).
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Rivaner = Dry German Mller-Thurgau

Mller-Thurgau Wines come with an Acidity that tends to be rather
mild, but pronounced in northern Regions like Germany, where it is
often called Rivaner. The Wines enjoy a huge Popularity with more
casual Wine Drinker thanks to their Harmony, Versatility and good
Accessibility. The so-called Rivaner Grapes are mainly used for the
Production of Dry Wines and labeled and marketed as such. Rivaner
Wines have an aromatic Taste and a Bouquet of Fruit and Flowers.
The Flavor is more neutral compared with the Riesling and can be
described as flowery with a hint of Cardamom and Nutmeg. Generally,
Rivaner is medium bodied and ranges in its Color from pale to light
yellow. The everyday Mller-Thurgau Wine is uncomplicated with Food
and matches a Variety of Dishes, especially with lighter Meals. The
drier German Rivaner goes also well with Salads and Vegetables as
well as with herbed Food. The Wines are usually made for immediate
Consumption and should be enjoyed fresh and young.

Rivaner = High-Yielding and Undemanding

The Rivaner Grapes are not very demanding on their environment
and can be planted on various Sites. It requires less Sun but more
Watering than most of other German Varieties. The Grape ripens
after about 100 days, much earlier than the Riesling, and can be
seen as very reliable, even with less good climatic conditions. The
Grape Variety suffered a negative Reputation because of its past
mass usage for the German Liebfrauenmilch. A Restriction introduced
in the 1980s limits the Harvest per Hectare and plays a part in
contributing to a better Quality of the high-yielding Crop of the
Rivaner Grapes. In these days, particularly the German Wine Region
Franconia is known for the Production of outstanding dry
Mller-Thurgau Wines.
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Rivaner Grape Statistics

(Data Source: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis,
2011)
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Silvaner at a Glance German Ranking (2011): No. 5 (No. 3 for
White Grape Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 5,185 ha (5.08 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Region (2010): Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 2,451 ha
Franken (Franconia) - 1,357 ha Pfalz (Palatinate) - 783 ha

10 year Tendency: decreasing (-1,237 ha or -19.26% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Silvaner

The hidden Star of Franconia

Silvaner is one of the oldest was the oldest German Grapes and
was the most planted Variety in the middle of the 20th century, but
was overtaken by the Mller-Thurgau (Rivaner) Grape in the 1970s.
Introduced was the Grape in 1659 in Franken (Franconia) and it is
widely believed that the Silvaner has its origin in the former
Austrian Empire in Transylvania (which would also explain the
origin of the name Sylvaner). In 2009, the German Wine Region
Franken celebrated the 350th Anniversary for the Silvaner Grape.
The Silvaner Grape is mainly grown in Alsace and Germany where the
official Name for the Grape is Grner Silvaner. Nowadays, the Grape
is traditionally famous in Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) and Franken
(Franconia) where it is bottled in the typical Bocksbeutel. In
Franken, other than in other Wine growing Regions, the Silvaner was
never used to make lower quality Wines, such as Liebfrauenmilch.
The Winemakers in Franken stuck to the Production of Dry White
Wines in a period where other Regions preferred semi-sweet Wines.
In these days, the sweet Silvaner Wines from a single Variety
completely disappeared from the shelves of the Wineries.


	
Like this the Ebook? Share it with your Friends:

Vinhill Fine Wine Trading (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.

Between Blandness and Elegance

Wine Experts and Consumers from all over the globe appreciate
the Silvaner as one of the best German Varieties, besides the well
known Riesling Grape. Especially the Silvaner grown in Franconia
enjoys a very good Reputation and international Popularity. A
reduced Harvest with very ripe Berries usually delivers high
quality, award winning Wines with the Predicate Beerenauslese
(Berry Selection) and Trockenbeerenauslese (Dry Berry Selection).
On the other hand, Silvaner is one of the components for
Liebfrauenmilch, a semi-sweet White Wine of lower quality produced
for the mass market. This simpler Wine is often exported and due to
the overproduction in the 1960s, the Silvaner Grape partially
earned a lower status then it actually deserves. The gap between
the produced qualities can be explained by its neutral flavor and
the vitality, which can lead to very different yield results.
Skilled Winemaker who aim to use the full power of the Silvaner
Grape, control the Harvest and produce very fine and elegant Wines.
Demanding but easy with Food

In contrast to the Riesling Grape, Silvaner is more demanding
and does not grow easily on dry and rocky grounds but prefers
moist, chalky soils. It is also more sensible to frost in winter
and is considered as a rather low yielding Variety. The Vine with
the three-lobed leaves is vigorous with cylindrical, medium green
Berries. Best weather conditions for the

Silvaner Grape to ripe quickly and reach their natural high must
weights are modest sunshine during the summer. Normally the Harvest
takes place about two weeks earlier than the Riesling Harvest.

The Wine Grape Variety is mild fruity, full bodied with less
Acidity and a Taste of nuts and green herb flavors. Silvaner Wines
are usually light colored with an earthy and powerful Aroma. In
general, Silvaner fits very well with Seafood and light Meat
Dishes. Especially the Silvaner from Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) is a
perfect accompaniment to white Asparagus. Tip: most Silvaner Wines
should be consumed young!
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Silvaner Grape Statistics
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Weiburgunder at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 7 (No. 5 for White Grape
Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 4,280 ha (4.19 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2010): Baden - 1,272 ha Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse)
- 1,008 ha Pfalz (Palatinate) - 996 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+1,485 ha or +53.13% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

White Grape Variety Weiburgunder (Pinot Blanc)

A Mutation enjoys an upward Trend

The German Name of the Pinot Blanc Grape Variety is Weiburgunder
or Weisser Burgunder, also called Klevner (Austria) or Pinot Bianco
(Spain and Italy). Weiburgunder originally evolved from the Pinot
Noir, which is genetically unstable and can experience occasional
point Mutations. This leads to the Bearing of black Berries, except
for some Grapes, which bear the Grauburgunder (Pinot Gris) or the
white Weiburgunder Fruits. The Weiburgunder Grape is mainly grown
in Germany, Italy, France, Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia. In
Germany, 4.19% are covered by the Grape Variety with a strong
rising Trend of more than 50% Growth during the last 10 years.
Popular Wine Growing Regions for the Weiburgunder in Germany are
Baden, Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) und Pfalz (Palatinate).
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Versatile and perfect as Summer Wine

Weiburgunder is medium- to full-bodied and has a fruity Aroma,
which can be similar to Apples, Melons, Apricot or Lemon, often
with a hint of Nut. The Wine has a crisp, refreshing Acidity and is
colored from pale to light yellow. The fairly moderate Alcohol
Content and a subtle Bouquet are making the Weiburgunder an
elegant, dry Menu Wine. Weiburgunder is versatile and pairs well
with many light Dishes, Meat and Seafood. The Wines are produced
for immediate Consumption and in general not suitable for the
Storage in the Wine Cellar. Higher Quality Wines, like Sptlesen or
Auslesen, might be matured in Oak Casks and are very suitable for
Lamb or Game Dishes. But the refreshing Wine can be also enjoyed
without Food, simply on a warm Summer Day. Winegrowers often plant
the Grape Variety on Sites that are too hot for the Riesling or
other Varieties, which cant be exposed too much to the Sun.
Weiburgunder prefers a dry, warm Climate and demands deep and
mineral-rich Soils. After a long ripening Period, it achieves
generally high Must Weights.
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Weiburgunder Grape Statistics
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German Red Grape Varieties Germany is still known as a White
Wine producing Country. About two thirds of the Vineyards are
covered by Riesling and other White Grape Varieties, but the Ratio
of planted Red Grapes is increasing steadily. From around 135
different Grape Varieties in Germany are solely 35 Red Wine Grapes.
But the Ratio of planted Red Grapes on German Vineyards is
increasing steadily. In 2011, around 36% of the whole Wine Stock
were Red Grape Varieties compared to 29% ten years ago. There was
an almost explosive growth of Red Grape Varieties since the
mid-1990s, fuelled by the Sptburgunder (Pinot Noir) and a number of
new Crossings, such as Dornfelder and Portugieser. The Sptburgunder
Grape Variety still holds the lead for the Red Varieties and also
enjoys a very good Reputation outside Germany.
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The most popular Red Grape in Germany is the Sptburgunder (Pinot
Noir) with a market share of 11.5% (11,756 ha), followed by the
relatively new Crossings Dornfelder (8,009 ha or 7.84% in 2011) and
Portugieser (3,966 ha or 3.88%). A very old Variety originated in
Tirol (Italy) and nowadays popular in Wrttemberg (Germany) is the
red Grape Trollinger.

Still less known but with an uprising Trend are some young Red
Grape Varieties, such as Domina and the hybrid Regent Grape, which
can both produce great Wines. With an uprising Trend but still a
lack of popularity is another member of the Burgundy Family: the
Frhburgunder Grape.

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)
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Domina at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 28 (No. 11 for Red Grape
Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 393 ha (0.39 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Franken (Franconia) 345 ha Rheinhessen
(Rhine Hesse) - 19 ha Nahe - 10 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+170 ha or +74.5% since 2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Domina

Young Breeding with famous Parents

The Domina Grape is a Crossing between Blauer Portugieser and
Sptburgunder (Pinot Noir). German Viticulturist Peter Morio created
the relatively new Variety at the Institute for Grape Breeding in
Siebeldingen (Palatinate) in 1927. Bernhard Husfeld continued the
work from Morio during the 1950s until the Domina Grape received
Protection by the German Law and was released for general
Cultivation in 1974.

The Plantings are primarily found in Franken (Franconia) where
345 ha of the local Vineyards were dedicated to the Domina Grape in
2011. The Popularity in other German Wine Regions is still low;
occasionally it is cultivated in Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse), Nahe
and Ahr. The trend of an almost doubling Ratio for the Domina
within the last ten years shows that more Vintners gain Trust in
the young Breed.
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Full-bodied with a Note of Pinot Noir

The Domina Grapes have a dark skin and usually give high and
reliable yields. Like its parents, Domina is very fertile and less
demanding than other Grapes when it comes to soil and climatic
conditions at the site. The grape is relatively resistant to frost.
In general, it ripens somewhere between the Portugieser and the
late-ripening Sptburgunder (Pinot Noir).

The Wines made from the Domina Grape are rich in Tannin with a
deep, dark red color. Domina Wines have a classical Pinot Noir note
of cherry and tobacco but with a more full-bodied flavor and a
rather high Acidity. Anyway, they are not considered of having the
same finesse as Sptburgunder Wines.

Domina is often used to amplify the color of brighter red Wines.
Remark: According to the German Law, it is allowed to add up to 15%
of Deckwein (literally: Cover Wine) to another type of Wine for the
purpose of color amplification.
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Domina Grape Statistics

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)
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Dornfelder at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 4 (No. 2 for Red Grape Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 8,009 ha (7.84 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) 3,428 ha Pfalz
(Palatinate) 3,141 ha Nahe 446 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+2,479 ha or +44.83% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Dornfelder

Dark-skinned Grape with high Yields

Dornfelder is a dark-skinned variety grape of German origin. It
received varietal protection and was released for Cultivation in
1979. Dornfelder has become quite popular in Germany since it
performs well under viticultural conditions, which traditionally
were seen as more suitable for White Wine production. Dornfelder
has a depth of color, good acidity and the ability to benefit from
barrique aging and the associated oak flavours. Dornfelder can be
very productive, and yield up to 120 hectoliter per hectare, but
quality-conscious producers typically keep yields much lower.
Higher-quality Dornfelder Wines are velvety textured, slightly
floral, often show flavors of plums, blackberries or cherries, and
are typically oaked. Sometimes the wines have a hint of Sweetness.
(Source: Wikipedia)
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Dornfelder Grape Statistics

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)
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Frhburgunder at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 33 (No. 15 for Red Grape
Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 262 ha (0.26 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 87 ha Pfalz
(Palatinate) - 61 ha Ahr 37 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+129 ha or +113% since 2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Frhburgunder

Overshadowed by its big brother Pinot Noir

The Frhburgunder Grape Variety is a natural Mutation, derived
from the Pinot Noir Grape and is considered as a separate Variety.
The member of the Burgundy Family is often called Blue Frhburgunder
or Pinot Noir Prcoce. The early ripening clone of the Pinot Noir
made its way from Burgundy to the German Region Ahr where it
evolved to todays known Frhburgunder.

Especially the German Wine-growing Region Ahr was famous for the
Frhburgunder during the 20th century. The Variety then became more
and more susceptible to diseases in the 1960s and yields decreased.
Thanks to some faithful Vintners and Experts in the Research
Institute in Geisenheim, the Frhburgunder survived and was
officially recorded in the German Federal Office's Varieties
Register in 1971. Nowadays, the Grape Variety is planted in
Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse), Pfalz (Palatinate), Nahe and Franken
(Franconia).
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Early ripening Grape produces rich Wines

The early ripening of the Frhburgunder means that it is
primarily popular in colder Wine regions like Germany. The Grape
prefers fertile and porous Soil with a good drainage. The
disadvantage of the Variety is its rather low Yield and the
susceptibility to botrytis and wasp attacks. Therefore the
Vineyards are often covered with nets and are located far away from
wood and hedges.

The Grape Variety has an intense brick- to dark red color and
ripens about two weeks earlier than the common Pinot Noir. That
also explains the Name-giving of the Frhburgunder, which is German
for Early Burgundy. The Berries are usually smaller and have a
thicker skin than the ones from the Pinot Noir. Since many flavors
are located in the skin of the Grapes, the Frhburgunder often
produces richer more mellow Wines than its big brother.

The Frhburgunder has a pleasant, medium Acidity and the Wines
are very aromatic with a fruity, full-bodied character. The Taste
is comparable to Cherries, Blackberries or Raspberries. The Wines
are a good match to dark meat and dishes with pungent seasonings.
Frhburgunder is best drunk at a temperature between 16-18 C. The
Wine can be stored easily for 5 years, even longer when matured in
a barrique barrel.
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Frhburgunder Grape Statistics
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Portugieser at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 8 (No. 3 for Red Grape Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 3,966 ha (3.88 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Pfalz (Palatinate) 1,967 ha Rheinhessen
(Rhine Hesse) 1,530 ha Wrttemberg 166 ha

10 year Tendency: decreasing (-1,073 ha or -21.29% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Portugieser

Old Variety without Portuguese Ruts

Portugieser is a very old variety that probably originated in
the Danube Valley (not Portugal). There is evidence to indicate
that the Grape was widely established in Austria by the 19th
century when cuttings were brought to Germany. From there the
Grape

increased in planting, becoming very popular during the German
Red Wine boom of the 1970s when it surpassed Sptburgunder (Pinot
noir) in Red Grape plantings. It is still among the top three most
planted Grape Varieties on German Vineyards today. This prolific,
early-ripening grape yields mild, light, easy-to-enjoy wines. A
good portion of the annual crop is vinified as Weissherbst (ros),
yet even the Red Wines are fairly pale in color. While the Pfalz by
far has the largest number of plantings, there is a considerable
amount of Portugieser grown in Rheinhessen and it is the second
most important variety in the Ahr Region. (Source: DWI)
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Portugieser Grape Statistics
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Regent at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 12 (No. 6 for Red Grape
Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 2,065 ha (2.02 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 759 ha Pfalz
(Palatinate) - 621 ha Baden 261 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+1,416 ha or +218.81% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Regent

Young Crossing with Upward Trend

The Regent Variety is one of the youngest Crossings, which are
cultivated in Germany. It was created in 1967 by Professor Gerhardt
Alleweldt at the Institute for Grape Breeding in Geilweilerhof. The
interspecific hybrid Grape is a Crossing between European and
American Grapes. The Parents are the Diana Grape (Silvaner x
Mller-Thurgau) and the hybrid Grape Variety Chambourcin (parents
unknown).

After the Variety was discovered, experimental Plantings
followed in 1985 until the Regent received varietal Protection in
1994 and was released for Cultivation. Nowadays, the Regent Grape
has a Market Share of around 2% (2,065 ha) in Germany with a
overproportional Growth. The Vineyards covered by the Grape tripled
in the last 10 years. Regent is mainly planted in the Wine-growing
Regions Baden, Pfalz (Palatinate), Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) and
Franken (Franconia).


	
Like this the Ebook? Share it with your Friends:

Vinhill Fine Wine Trading (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.

Extremely Resistant with high Must Weights

The Regent Grape is dark-skinned and has a strong Resistance
against most of the fungal Diseases, such as downy mildew. The
Variety is also frost-resistant and favors especially the
Cultivation in cooler Climates. Not only in Germany, but also
worldwide, is the Regent among the most important new Varieties due
to its fungal-resistance. It ripens in about 95 days around the
same time as the Sptburgunder (Pinot Noir) in the first weeks of
October.

The Wines are intensive in Color and have a rather high level of
Tannins. The Acidity is usually moderate and the Aroma is similar
to Cherries or Blackcurrants. Particularly in cooler Climates like
in Germany it shows a crisp Fruitiness. Since the Regent reaches
very high Must Weights, the Wines tends to have high Alcohol
Levels. Regent is considered as suitable for Cuvees, blended with
other Varieties.
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Regent Grape Statistics
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Sptburgunder at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 3 (No. 1 for Red Grape Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 11,756 ha (11.51 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Baden 5,699 ha Pfalz (Palatinate) - 1609
ha Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 1,387 ha

10 year Tendency: increasing (+1,684 ha or +16.72% since
2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Sptburgunder (Pinot Noir)

German Representative of the Burgundy Family

Sptburgunder is part of the Burgundy Family and the German
Synonym for Pinot Noir, also found under the Names Blauburgunder or
Schwarzburgunder (Blue or Black Burgundy). The Red Grape Variety is
one of the World's most celebrated Wines for the last centuries and
belongs to the finest Vines in the World. It can be said that the
Sptburgunder for Red Wine is the counterpart of Riesling, which
stands for high-quality White Wines. It was one of the earliest
Grapes, which was developed from a wild Variety in western and
central Europe. First records go back around the year 900 at Lake
Constance. In the 13th century it arrived in Rheingau, Germany.
With a designated Area of almost 12,000 ha (11.5%) of all German
Vineyards, the Sptburgunder is by far the most planted Red Grape
Variety in Germany, with an uprising trend during the last decades.
It can be mainly found in the Wine-growing Regions Baden, Pfalz
(Palatinate), Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) and Wrttemberg.
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Huge Efforts result in Awards and Recognition

The Sptburgunder Grape is small and has a cylindrical shape,
similar to a pine cone. It produces narrow trunks and branches and
is highly susceptible to bunch rot due to its thin skin. During the
fermentation it is sensitive to yeast strains and the Wine
themselves prone to downy mildew and leaf roll. Despite the
complications it can produce a broad range of extraordinary
Bouquets and Flavors. The Sptburgunder has the Reputation that it
is difficult to grow. It requires great care and chalky Soil as
well as warm, but not intense Climate conditions. The efforts of
Winegrowers, who dedicate their best Sites to the Grape, are paying
off with superb Wines and international Rewards. Big Differences in
Style and Taste

The Grapes are very terroir-expressive, producing different
Wines, reflecting the Region where the Grapes were grown. The
different characteristics and impressions that Sptburgunder might
produce often confuse Tasters. Sptburgunder Wine tends to have a
light to medium body with a fleshy Aroma of black Cherries,
Raspberry, Strawberry or Currant. Sometimes big differences between
traditional and new, easier to grow Sptburgunder Clones result in
lighter, fruitier Styles with a really bright Color. Generally, the
Wines are matured dry with a certain residual Sweetness. The Wines
are velvety and full-flavored with a fruity bouquet containing a
hint of almond. Higher quality Wines aged in Barrique Barrels tend
to have less acidity and a subtle hint of Vanilla and Cinnamon. The
maturing time is much shorter than for other Wines. Sptburgunder is
best served at 16 to 18C and ideal for those cooler times of the
year. It matches well to Roasts and Game but some Variations can
also be drunk with lighter Meals.
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Sptburgunder Grape Statistics

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)
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Trollinger at a Glance

German Ranking (2011): No. 10 (No. 4 for Red Grape
Varieties)

Vineyard Area (2011): 2,378 ha (2.33 % of total Vineyard
Areas)

Major Regions (2011): Wrttemberg 2,345 ha Baden 23 ha
Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) - 7 ha

10 year Tendency: decreasing (- 215 ha or 8.29 % since 2001)

(Data: German Federal Statistics Office - Destatis, 2011)

Red Grape Variety Trollinger

Red Grape Variety with a long History

The first records of the Trollinger Grape date back to the 13th
century. This old Variety probably originated in the
Austrian-Italian Region Tirol, where it is known as Schiava
(Italy)

and Vernatsch (Austria). The Origin would also explain the
initial name giving of the Grape: Tirolinger. Like many other
Varieties, most likely it has been the Romans who introduced the
Trollinger in Germany. However, first records of the existence of
the grape in Germany were found from Martin Luther from the year
1520.

Once found throughout the countries, primarily as a table grape,
today it is planted almost exclusively in the Wine-growing Region
Wrttemberg. 2.345 ha of the Trollinger Grapes were planted on
Vineyards in Wrttemberg and only very few Winegrower in Baden,
Rheinhessen (Rhine Hesse) and Pfalz (Palatinate) dedicated their
Sites to the Red Grape Variety.
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Light Wine with large Yields

The Wines are light to ruby red in color and have a fruity
Fragrance with a pronounced Acidity. The Aroma shows hints of
cherry, strawberry, nutmeg and red currants. With its low Tannin
and Alcohol level, it is considered as one of the lightest German
Wines. It is easily drinkable and should be best consumed
young.

Trollinger Wines are a good match to poultry, sausages and light
cheese. But the Wine is also very enjoyable on its own. Trollinger
is considered as the national drink of Swabia, where it is consumed
in beer gardens, dinner parties and wine festivals in summer.

Trollinger produces large yields and ripens usually much later
as the Riesling. It is best grown on steep sites in sunny
locations. The Grape Variety has been used to create other
Breedings, such as the Kerner Grape, which is a crossing of
Trollinger and the famous Riesling.
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We hope you liked our Ebook and that we were able to provide you
with some new knowledge about German Grape Varieties. It is highly
appreciated that you share this Ebook and send us your feedback,
remarks or other requests via your favorite Channel.

About Vinhill Fine Wine

Vinhill Fine Wine imports High-Quality Wine into China. The
headquarter is located in the famous German Wine Region Franken
(Franconia) and a settlement serves the Market in China from
Shanghai. The aim of Vinhill Fine Wine is to find the perfect
German Wines for the Chinese Market, based on a long-term Strategy.
The young and dynamic Vinhill Fine Wine Team is a mixture of
Chinese and Germans, who are highly motivated to bring the rich
German Wine Culture closer to our international Customers. Short:
"Beyond Quality, Touch Culture"

Contact: Vinhill Fine Wine Trading (Shanghai) Co., Ltd. Tel.:
+86/(0)21 3636 8488

Email: [email protected] Web: www.vinhill.cn

Room 2032, 2nd Floor, Block 7A No. 128 HuaYuan Road, Hongkou
District 200083 Shanghai, China

PrefaceContentsGerman White Grape VarietiesWhite Grape Variety
BacchusBacchus A young Crossing with a divine NameExotic Bouquet
with a Hint of NutmegBacchus Grape Statistics

White Grape Variety GewrztraminerTraditional Grape Variety that
divides Minds

/Gewrztraminer originates in the German-speaking Province South
Tyrol in Northern Italy in the Town of Tramin, which explains the
Name-Giving. It is an old Variety that has been often prized for
its high Quality. The Grape Variety is also called Tram...The
Variety goes often with the Synonym Roter (Red) Traminer in Germany
but despite its pink to red skin color it is a White Wine Grape.
The term Gewrz can be translated into English as Spice or
Condiment, which describes the spicy and very distinc...Distinctive
with an Aroma of Roses

The Grapes have a high Amount of natural Sugar and are usually
off-dry with an aromatic, pronounced Flavor. The Bouquet can be
compared with the Aroma of the Lychee Fruit. Drier Gewrztraminer
may have the Aroma of Roses or Passion Fruits. Its spicy
a.../Gewrztraminer grows best in cooler Climates and is almost
frost-resistant. On the other hand, the Grapes demand warm Sites
and Soil with good Drainage. The Ripening begins usually in the end
of September and the Yield can vary a lot, depending on
th...Gewrztraminer Grape Statistics

White Grape Variety RieslanerSilvaner x Riesling Crossing from
FranconiaHigh Potential in suitable LocationsRieslaner Grape
Statistics

White Grape Variety RieslingRiesling Ambassador for German Wine
CultureFull of Complexity, Versatility and LongevityResistant and
extremely Terroir-representativeRiesling Grape Statistics

White Grape Variety Rivaner (Mller-Thurgau)Mller-Thurgau =
Riesling x Madeleine RoyalRivaner = Dry German Mller-ThurgauRivaner
= High-Yielding and UndemandingRivaner Grape Statistics

White Grape Variety SilvanerThe hidden Star of FranconiaBetween
Blandness and EleganceDemanding but easy with FoodSilvaner Grape
Statistics

White Grape Variety Weiburgunder (Pinot Blanc)A Mutation enjoys
an upward TrendVersatile and perfect as Summer WineWeiburgunder
Grape Statistics

German Red Grape VarietiesRed Grape Variety Domina/Young
Breeding with famous Parents

The Domina Grape is a Crossing between 6TUBlauer PortugieserU6T
and 6TUSptburgunderU6T (Pinot Noir). German Viticulturist Peter
Morio created the relatively new Variety at the Institute for Grape
Breeding in Siebeldingen (Palatinate) in 1927. Bernhar...The
Plantings are primarily found in Franken (Franconia) where 345 ha
of the local Vineyards were dedicated to the Domina Grape in 2011.
The Popularity in other German Wine Regions is still low;
occasionally it is cultivated in Rheinhessen (Rhine
Hess...Full-bodied with a Note of Pinot Noir

The Domina Grapes have a dark skin and usually give high and
reliable yields. Like its parents, Domina is very fertile and less
demanding than other Grapes when it comes to soil and climatic
conditions at the site. The grape is relatively resistant to...The
Wines made from the Domina Grape are rich in Tannin with a deep,
dark red color. Domina Wines have a classical Pinot Noir note of
cherry and tobacco but with a more full-bodied flavor and a rather
high Acidity. Anyway, they are not considered of h.../Domina is
often used to amplify the color of brighter red Wines. Remark:
According to the German Law, it is allowed to add up to 15% of
Deckwein (literally: Cover Wine) to another type of Wine for the
purpose of color amplification.Domina Grape Statistics

Red Grape Variety DornfelderDark-skinned Grape with high
YieldsDornfelder Grape Statistics

Red Grape Variety Frhburgunder/Overshadowed by its big brother
Pinot Noir

The Frhburgunder Grape Variety is a natural Mutation, derived
from the Pinot Noir Grape and is considered as a separate Variety.
The member of the Burgundy Family is often called Blue Frhburgunder
or Pinot Noir Prcoce. The early ripening clone of t...Especially
the German Wine-growing Region Ahr was famous for the Frhburgunder
during the 20PthP century. The Variety then became more and more
susceptible to diseases in the 1960s and yields decreased. Thanks
to some faithful Vintners and Experts in ...Early ripening Grape
produces rich Wines

The early ripening of the Frhburgunder means that it is
primarily popular in colder Wine regions like Germany. The Grape
prefers fertile and porous Soil with a good drainage. The
disadvantage of the Variety is its rather low Yield and the
susceptibil...The Grape Variety has an intense brick- to dark red
color and ripens about two weeks earlier than the common Pinot
Noir. That also explains the Name-giving of the Frhburgunder, which
is German for Early Burgundy. The Berries are usually smaller
and...The Frhburgunder has a pleasant, medium Acidity and the Wines
are very aromatic with a fruity, full-bodied character. The Taste
is comparable to Cherries, Blackberries or Raspberries. The Wines
are a good match to dark meat and dishes with pungent
se...Frhburgunder Grape Statistics

Red Grape Variety PortugieserOld Variety without Portuguese
RutsPortugieser Grape Statistics

Red Grape Variety RegentYoung Crossing with Upward Trend

/The Regent Variety is one of the youngest Crossings, which are
cultivated in Germany. It was created in 1967 by Professor Gerhardt
Alleweldt at the Institute for Grape Breeding in Geilweilerhof. The
interspecific hybrid Grape is a Crossing between Eu...After the
Variety was discovered, experimental Plantings followed in 1985
until the Regent received varietal Protection in 1994 and was
released for Cultivation. Nowadays, the Regent Grape has a Market
Share of around 2% (2,065 ha) in Germany with a o...Extremely
Resistant with high Must Weights

The Regent Grape is dark-skinned and has a strong Resistance
against most of the fungal Diseases, such as downy mildew. The
Variety is also frost-resistant and favors especially the
Cultivation in cooler Climates. Not only in Germany, but also
worldwi...The Wines are intensive in Color and have a rather high
level of Tannins. The Acidity is usually moderate and the Aroma is
similar to Cherries or Blackcurrants. Particularly in cooler
Climates like in Germany it shows a crisp Fruitiness. Since the
Reg...Regent Grape Statistics

Red Grape Variety Sptburgunder (Pinot Noir)German Representative
of the Burgundy FamilyHuge Efforts result in Awards and
RecognitionBig Differences in Style and TasteSptburgunder Grape
Statistics

Red Grape Variety TrollingerRed Grape Variety with a long
History

/The first records of the Trollinger Grape date back to the
13PthP century. This old Variety probably originated in the
Austrian-Italian Region Tirol, where it is known as Schiava (Italy)
and Vernatsch (Austria). The Origin would also explain the
init...Once found throughout the countries, primarily as a table
grape, today it is planted almost exclusively in the Wine-growing
Region Wrttemberg. 2.345 ha of the Trollinger Grapes were planted
on Vineyards in Wrttemberg and only very few Winegrower in ...Light
Wine with large Yields

The Wines are light to ruby red in color and have a fruity
Fragrance with a pronounced Acidity. The Aroma shows hints of
cherry, strawberry, nutmeg and red currants. With its low Tannin
and Alcohol level, it is considered as one of the lightest
German...Trollinger Wines are a good match to poultry, sausages and
light cheese. But the Wine is also very enjoyable on its own.
Trollinger is considered as the national drink of Swabia, where it
is consumed in beer gardens, dinner parties and wine festivals
.../Trollinger produces large yields and ripens usually much later
as the Riesling. It is best grown on steep sites in sunny
locations. The Grape Variety has been used to create other
Breedings, such as the Kerner Grape, which is a crossing of
Trollinge...Trollinger Grape Statistics
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