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FUNCTIONS OF INTONATION
 What would be an utterance without Intonation?

Page 2
                        

What would an utterance lose if intonation were omitted?
 • Every syllable said on the same level pitch,no pauses,no changes in speed and
 loudness .It would be a speech produced by the “mechanical speech device”
 • Intonation makes it easier for the listener to understand the meaning a speaker is trying to convey
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Examples
 • Tired !!! • Tired ??????????????
 • Done!!! ( announcement on completion of some task )
 • Done!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ( a promise )• Done???????????????? (a question )
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Examples
 • You have to DO it !!! (with a slight force )• You HAVE to do it . ( making mandatory)• YOU have to do it . (only you are the
 person who ll do it )• You have to do IT . ( leave every thing
 else , and complete this work )

Page 5
                        

6 main functions of intonation:
 • Attitudinal function• Indexical function• Accentual function• Grammatical function• Discourse function• Psychological function (Roach 1991)

Page 6
                        

Attitudinal function

Page 7
                        

Attitudinal function
 • Intonation enables the speaker to express emotions and attitudes which adds a special meaning to spoken language as a difference from its written counterpart
 • Allow us to express : finality, confidence, interest, surprise, doubt, joy, pain, irony, anger,boredom,gratefulness and so on.

Page 8
                        

ATTITUDE
 O'Connor & Arnold believe that intonation goes with attitude. They list 500 different attitudes and have 4 Main Tones.
 • Attitude is not conveyed by pitch alone.There's more to context than just pitch.
 Variables include: pitch span, placing in voice range, tempo, loudness, voice setting (unmarked, breathy, creaky) articulatory setting (unmarked/tense), articulatory precision (precise/slurred/unmarked), lip setting (pursed/smiling), direction of pitch (rise/unmarked), timing (unmarked/extended)
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How to express a certain attitude
 – 1-Different voice qualities for different attitudes– 2-Different pitch range in different ways– 3-Different keys: high key, mid key or low key– 4-One may use different facial expressions,
 gestures and body movements

Page 10
                        

SAY “HELLO” TO
 -a friend you meet regularly;-a friend you haven’t seen for a long time;-a neighbour you don’t like;-a 6 month old baby;-someone doing what he shouldn’t;-to know if someone is listening;-the same but on the phone.
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Four Types of Attitudinal Intonation
 1- Falling Intonation 2- Rising Intonation 3- Fall-rise intonation
 4- Rise-fall intonation

Page 12
                        

FALLING INTONATION
 Falling intonation ;at the end of the sentence tone is falling . It is the most common type of intonation in English.
 It is used for asking and giving information in normal, quiet and certain style.
 Sounds more categorical, confident and convincing than rising intonation.

Page 13
                        

FALLING INTONATION
 • Falling intonation is used on the last stressed syllable of the sentence in:
 • Statements (declarative sentences): We live in \MOScow. .• Special questions: Where do you \Live?• Commands (imperative sentences): \STOP it! Sit \DOwn.
 • Exclamatory sentences: What a wonderful SUR\prize!
 • The last part of alternative questions (after “or”): Do you want /TEA or \COFfee?
 • Tag questions (When the speaker is sure that the answer will be “yes”): You \LIVE here, \DON’T you? (The speaker is sure and expects the answer “yes”.)

Page 14
                        

Examples of falling intonation
 – 1- |This is the end of the news |– 2- |I am absolutely certain |– 3- |Stop playing |
 – 4- |I have finished working |– 5- |Stop talking |
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RISING INTONATION
 Rising intonation; in English is a pretty complicated phenomenon.
 It can express a number of various emotions, such as: non-finality, surprise,
 doubt,intrest, politeness, lack of confidence
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2 -Rising Intonation
 – This tone conveys an impression that something more is to follow.
 – 1- |I phoned them | (but they were not at home)– 2- |You must write it again | (and this time get– right)– 3- |I have to leave now | (because I am getting
 late)

Page 17
                        

RISING INTONATION
 Rising intonation is used in:General questions: Was she glad to /SEE him?Dependent or introductory parts of sentences: If he /CALLS, ask him to /COME.The first part of alternative questions (before “or”): Would you like an /APple or a /PEAR?Direct address: /SIR, you dropped your note/BOOKEnumerating items in a list: She bought / bread, / cheese and to/MATOES.Tag questions (When the speaker is not sure that the answer will be “yes” or wants your oppinion): It’s a beautiful \TOWN, /ISN’T it? (The speaker thinks that the town is beautiful but asks for your opinion and confirmation.)

Page 18
                        

Change of standard patternsStatement 1) He bought a new \HOUSE.
 He bought a new /HOUSE?
 Standard statement giving information
 Surprised question
 Sspecial question
 2) What is your \NAME? What is your /NAME?
 Standard intonation, asking for information
 More interested, surprised or asking to repeat
 Ggeneral question
 3) Do you have a /CAR? Do you have a \CAR?
 Standard intonation, asking for information
 The answer “yes” is expected
 Request 4) Could you give me a /PEN, please?
 Could you give me a \PEN, please?
 Polite requestSounds like a command, the
 answer “yes” is expected

Page 19
                        

3-Fall-rise tone
 – This tone shows limited agreement, response with reservation, uncertainty, or doubt
 – 1- |You may be right |– 2- |Its possible |– 3- |If I am not mistaken |– 4- |He may be honest |

Page 20
                        

4-Rise-fall tone
 – This tone is used to convey strong feelings of approval, disapproval or surprise.
 – 1- |It’s impossible |– 2- |You were first |– 3- |All of them |– 4- |He is honest |– 5- |Its true |

Page 21
                        

Indexical Function of intonation

Page 22
                        

Indexical Function of intonation
 • Intonation marks the speaker,s personal or social identity. e.g: someone speaking like a teacher, doctor,lawyer etc.
 • Although native speakers can often identify the professional or social background of the speaker on the basis of intonation they use.
 • Examples....

Page 23
                        

Accentual function

Page 24
                        

Accentual function
 • Derived from the word “accent” = stress • The Placement of tonic stress is determined by
 intonation.• Intonation helps to produce the effect of
 prominence on syllables that should be perceived as stressed while tonic stress on a particular syllable marks the word as the most important in the tone-unit.
 • In this case , intonation works to focus attention on a particular lexical item or syllable.

Page 25
                        

tonic syllable
 A single syllable that stands out because it
 carries the major pitch change is called tonic syllable.
 A syllable where is strong movement and stress.

Page 26
                        

Location of the tonic syllable• Of great linguistic importance: 1.The most common position for the placement of
 tonic syllable is the last lexical word (nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs) and not the functional words.
 2.But, for contrastive purposes any word can become the bearer of the tonic syllable.
 3.Thus, the placement of the tonic syllable represents the focus of the information.
 4.Topic of a sentence, receives less tonic accent than comments.

Page 27
                        

1-placement of tonic syllable is the last lexical word
 • Examples :
 • We know a man in our *area• Tom broke the *window.• He also translated the *announcement.• What kind of *cheese?• I want to know where he’s travelling *to
 (The word “to’ is a preposition word ,it cannot be stressed)

Page 28
                        

2-Examples of emphasis/ contrast
 • I got the *job. Neutral Statement
 • I *got the job. special Emphasis
 • Have my papers been *destroyed? (neutral question)
 o Have my *papers been destroyed? (special Emphasis on papers)
 • She was not wearing a *red dress| She was wearing a *green dress |
 (Contrastive purpose placement)

Page 29
                        

Functions of Accentual Intonation
 Similarly for the purpose of emphasis the tonic stress can be placed in other positions. (Roach 1991)
 • It was ´very *boring• It was *very boring• You ´mustn´t ´talk so *loudly• You *mustn´t talk so loudly

Page 30
                        

3-the placement of the tonic syllable for the focus of information
 • Attention focusing e.g she went to *Scotland.
 • Information content I´ve got to take the *dog for a walk. (more predictable) I´ve got to take the dog to the *vet . (less predictable)
 • Difficult to explain tonic placement in term of importance or information
 • Your coat on fire.
 • Unsolved mystery• Your uncle died.

Page 31
                        

4-Topic of a sentence receives less tonic accent than comments
 • A lion is a *mammal.
 • A *lion is a mammal.

Page 32
                        

Functions of Accentual Intonation
 Intonation is used to clear out the ambiguities.a-|I have plans to *leave |(I am planning to leave)
 b-|I have *plans to leave|(I have some plans/diagrams/drawings that I have to leave)

Page 33
                        

Grammatical FUNCTIONS

Page 34
                        

GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS
 The listener is better able to recognize the grammar and syntax structure of what is being said by using the information contained in the intonation. For example such things as
 1.Grammatical intonation is used in those sentences which are ambiguous.
 2.Another grammatical function of intonation is the choice of tone on the tonic syllable.
 3.The placement of boundaries between phrases, clauses and sentences.
 4.The difference between questions and statements.5. It can serve to distinguish sentence types.

Page 35
                        

1-Grammatical function performed by tone boundaries to
 remove ambiguity Grammatical intonation is used in those sentences
 which when written are ambiguous, and whose ambiguities can only be removed by using differences of intonation. In the following example the difference caused by the placement of tone-unit boundaries causes two different interpretations of sentence.
 A- |Those who sold quickly | made a profit |(a profit was made by those who sold quickly)
 B-|Those who sold | quickly made a profit |(a profit was quickly made by those who sold)

Page 36
                        

2-Choice of Tone
 Another grammatical function of intonation is the choice of tone on the tonic syllable. For example rising tone is used with questions. Simply by changing the tone from falling to raising the possibility of changing a statement to question is created.
 a-|The price is going up |(Statement with a falling tone)
 b-|The price is going up | (Question with a rising tone)
 You heard me. statement
 you heard me ? Question

Page 37
                        

3-Link between tone-unit and units of grammar
 • Tone-unit boundaries usually occur at boundaries between grammatical units of higher order than words.
 • At sentence boundary: e.g. I won´t have any tea I don´t like it ︱
 • At phrase and clause boundaries: e.g.When you / enter ︱ the lecture hall is on the “left. ‖

Page 38
                        

4-Question-tags and Intonation
 Still another grammatical function of intonation is related with the use of question-tags. Difference in falling and rising intonation can cause difference in meanings.

Page 39
                        

Examples
 a- |They are coming tomorrow| aren’t they|
 (The falling tone indicates that the speaker is certain that the information is correct and simply expects the listener to provide confirmation)
 b- |They are coming tomorrow| aren’t they|
 (The rising tone indicates a lesser degree of certainty and the question-tag functions more like a request for information)

Page 40
                        

5-Intonation is used to distinguish sentence types
 Compare:• She was′︳ not there. ‖(a declarative)
 • She was′︳ not / there? ‖(a Yes/No interrogative)
 • Shut the door. ‖ (an imperative)
 • ︳ Shut the / door. ‖ (a request)
 • Hasn’t she been clever ? Question • Hasn’t she been clever! exclamation

Page 41
                        

6-intonation is used to signal the syntactic or grammatical
 structure• She dressed and fed the baby. (the baby was dressed and fed)
 • She dressed /and fed the baby. (she dressed herself and then fed the baby)
 • The postman left five letters and a package for mike.
 • The postman left five letters /and a package for mike.

Page 42
                        

7-The distinction between reflexive pronoun and emphatic pronoun
 • He *asked himself. ‖
 • He asked him *self. ‖

Page 43
                        

intonation reinforces grammar
 For example:
 wh-questions: fall conditional sentences: rise on the first clause & a fall on the second imperatives: fall yes/no questions: rise-fall

Page 44
                        

DI• DI consists of four system of speaker’s
 choice:
 • Prominence.• Tone.• Key.• Termination.

Page 45
                        

prominence
 • Majority of speech can be divided into units which have either one or two prominences
 • Two prominence tone unit is also called MAXIMAL .
 1.The first prominence ( ONSET) is tonic.2.The second prominence is non-tonic

Page 46
                        

Tones
 • PROCLAIMING TONES ( two tones with final downward glides ) Fall , Rise-Fall
 • REFERRING TONES ( two tones with final rising glides ) Rise ,Fall-Rise
 • NoN-Glide , the level tone

Page 47
                        

Symbols for DI • Instead of using upward and downward
 arrows ,DI approach uses “ P ” for proclaiming , and “ R.” for referring tones .
 • In Brazil’s time UPPER CASE LETTERS were used for prominent syllables ,as in the following example :
 • //and THAT was the WAY to do WELL on the course //

Page 48
                        

Psychological function
 • Intonation inserts boundaries into the flow of connected speech .
 • Segments complex information into smaller and more easily processed chunks .

Page 49
                        

Psychological function
 • Intonation inserts boundaries into the flow of connected speech .
 • Segments complex information into smaller and more easily processed chunks .

Page 50
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