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PREFACE

Modern Written Arabic, Volume III, is based on materials which
have been used atthe Foreign Service Institute Arabic Language and
Area School in Beirutand Tunis for anumber of years to help members
of the U. S. Foreign Service learn to read the modernArabic
press.

A. Nashat N a j a ~ a member of the teaching staff of the School
in both its l o c a t i o n s ~planned and carried ou t the work in
its present form, buildingon the second volume. In1974 he began a
complete re-write of the materials then in use. He continued the
workthrough the difficult 1974-1975 period in B e i r u t ~
subsequently completing it at the newlocation in Tunis. Mr. Naja
carried ou t his work under three school directors: James A.Snow,
Harlie L. Smith, Jr., andMargaret K. Omar.Camera copy for this
volume was prepared in Washington where the work was coordinated by
Marianne L. Adams, the FSI Publications O f f i c e r ~ who
consulted with Dr.Snow and worked with Naguib Guirgis who typed the
Arabic. Proofreading was done byNaim Owais with assistance from
Grace Shahid, Souria H. H a d d a d ~ and MohamedAchalaoune, all of
the FSI Washington Arabic staff. In a d d i t i o n ~ Mr. Owais
compiled thematerials for the glossary. Maryko Deemer typed the
English glosses. Dr. Smith and Dr.Snow contributed final editorial
suggestions and checking.

James R. F r i t h ~ Deanchool of Language StudiesForeign
Service InstituteDepartment of State

i i i
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INTRODUCTION

This t h i r d and f i n a l volume o f Modern W r i t t e n
Arabic (MWA)b u i l d s on t h e p r e v i o u s two volumes and
completes a s e t o fm a t e r i a l s designed t o t e a c h
members o f t h e Fore ign S e r v i c e t or e a d t h e modern
Arabic p r e s s .

Cont inuing t h e p ur po se s n ote d i n t h e I n t r o d u c
ti o n s t ovolumes I and I I , t h i s volume i s in tended t o
provide r e c o g n i -t i o n a l mastery o f many a d d i t i o n
a l voc abul ar y i tems and more e x t e n -s i v e exposure t o
complex morphological and s y n t a c t i c p a t t e r n s a sw e
l l a s t o a wide range o f s o p h i s t i c a t e d Arabic p r o
s e s t y l e s .

The format o f Volume I I I e s s e n t i a l l y fo l lows t h
e format o fVolume I I . Each l e s s o n p r e s e n t s s e v e r
a l s e l e c t i o n s based on Arabicnewspaper m a t e r i a l s
f ol lowed immed ia te ly by a word list. Thislist draws t h e s t
u d e n t ' s a t t e n t i o n t o new id ioms and e x p r e s s i
o n sa s w e l l a s vocabulary i t e m s . It i s o l a t e s
proper names and e a s i l yr e c o g n i z a b l e words which t h
e s t u d e n t may n o t have seen b e f o r e .It a ls o p re s e
n ts d e r i v a ti o n s o f common r o o t forms t o h e l p t h
es t u d e n t d e c i p h e r meanings using knowledge a l r e a d
y gained . Gram-m a t i c a l r e fe re n c e s a re omit ted i n t
h i s volume.

It i s assumed t h a t s t u d e n t s can a l r e a d y read l
i v e newspaperm a t e r i a l s a s a r e s u l t o f Volume I I
and t h a t Volume I I I w i l l l e a dthem t o handle i n c r e a
s in g l y s o p h i s t ic a t e d p ro se w i t h g r e a t e
rindependence .

v i i
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