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            have slowly pieced together who they all are and I am de- lighted to discover that they were all cousins of my grandmother. This means that through- out her difficult life, my great grand- mother never lost touch with her brother and despite living in a very dif- ferent part of the country, contact was never lost. What a woman! Suzanne One of my great hobbies is geneal- ogy. I have been tracing different branches of my family for several years now and I am unearthing some really interesting facts. I have also made contact with distant cousins who are tracing the same family names. I would like to tell you about one of my great grand- mothers Isabella. As a young girl, she was placed in the workhouse with her brother by her fa- ther who later ab- sconded. This child was made to work in service but twice was put back in the workhouse before eventually discharg- ing herself as a young woman. All this took place in Staffordshire but she left and found work as a servant up in Cumbria. Here, she met and married my great grandfather and went on to lead a happy life, produc- ing 9 children of her own. One of these children was my dad’s mother. I have my grand- mother’s photo al- bum with lots of postcards and pho- tos but there were few clues as to who the people were. With the help of one of these distant cousins and thanks to some messages written on the cards 100 years ago, I Genealogy—the study of family lineage and history Friend to Friend Newsletter April/May 2014 Inside this issue: Genealogy 1 Honley Group 2 Netherton Group 3 Holmfirth Project 4 Garden Opening 5 Meltham Group 6/7 Meltham Group Denby Dale Group 8/9 9 90s Memories 10 Answers to last month’s quiz 11 Quiz F2F Information 12 13 My great grandmother, Isa- bella, who could never have guessed she would appear on the front page of the F2F newsletter! 
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have slowly pieced
 together who they
 all are and I am de-
 lighted to discover
 that they were all
 cousins of my
 grandmother. This
 means that through-
 out her difficult life,
 my great grand-
 mother never lost
 touch with her
 brother and despite
 living in a very dif-
 ferent part of the
 country, contact
 was never lost.
 What a woman!
 Suzanne
 One of my great
 hobbies is geneal-
 ogy. I have been
 tracing different
 branches of my
 family for several
 years now and I am
 unearthing some
 really interesting
 facts. I have also
 made contact with
 distant cousins who
 are tracing the
 same family names.
 I would like to tell
 you about one of
 my great grand-
 mothers Isabella.
 As a young girl, she
 was placed in the
 workhouse with her
 brother by her fa-
 ther who later ab-
 sconded. This child
 was made to work
 in service but twice
 was put back in the
 workhouse before
 eventually discharg-
 ing herself as a
 young woman. All
 this took place in
 Staffordshire but
 she left and found
 work as a servant
 up in Cumbria.
 Here, she met and
 married my great
 grandfather and
 went on to lead a
 happy life, produc-
 ing 9 children of her
 own. One of these
 children was my
 dad’s mother. I
 have my grand-
 mother’s photo al-
 bum with lots of
 postcards and pho-
 tos but there were
 few clues as to who
 the people were.
 With the help of one
 of these distant
 cousins and thanks
 to some messages
 written on the cards
 100 years ago, I
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 My great grandmother, Isa-
 bella, who could never have
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 on the front page of the F2F
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As Easter was so close, we decided to
 decorate Easter bonnets today. There
 were an assortment of flowers, chick-
 ens and ribbons available and I think
 you will agree, the end results looked
 pretty good. After decorating the hats,
 we had a good old gossip and remi-
 nisced about some memorable events
 in our lives. Some of us had been to
 Buckingham Palace, seen wonderful
 concerts and one member had been
 on the Orient Express. However, it
 was only after our meeting that I
 learned what actually happened on
 this trip. I would love to tell you but I
 am sworn to secrecy …..
 Suzanne
 Honley Group
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Today Alison Lon-
 can came along
 and gave us a les-
 son in T'ai chi
 ch'uan / Taijiquan
 (太極拳) as it is
 known in Chinese
 or Tai Chi as it is
 generally
 called. According
 to Wikipedia,
 medical research
 has found evi-
 dence that t'ai chi
 is helpful for im-
 proving balance
 and for general
 psychological
 health and that it is
 particularly associ-
 ated with general
 health benefits in
 older people. I am
 not sure we all
 agreed with this as
 not everyone en-
 joyed the session,
 but we gave it a go
 and Alison got a
 vote of thanks at
 the end.
 Netherton Group
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really great to look at. I think the back is stunning.
 This was followed by making an Easter flower decoration and as you can see from the pictures the members were very happy with them.
 The session after
 Holmfirth Project Friday 4th April
 An interesting meeting. Isobel brought the me-tre square which was produced as a result of the previous meet-ing’s tie-dyeing. Both sides are
 lunch involved a game of name learning and some serious dis-cussion about something our members would like to change. One subject near to all our hearts was the state of the pavements in Holmfirth and hopefully we will initiate a cam-paign to improve those pavements.
 Shirley
 Holmfirth Project

Page 5
                        

Garden Opening
 Here are some pictures of the opening of the garden at King’s Head Holmfirth.
 Audrey Fenwick and Elsie Spencer attended along with Malcolm as a trustee,
 Judy and Shirley S represented Holmfirth Project volunteers.
 Elsie and Audrey are chatting to Jim Robison, potter, who produced the mural
 with the members.
 On the photograph are the other people responsible for the development.
 Shirley
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Meltham Lunch Friday 7th March 2014
 The morning of Friday 7th March was heavy rain and wind first thing but as the day went on the weather fined up and it was fine and sunny with a bitterly cold wind.
 The lunch was well attended by 51 members who enjoyed a lunch of Chicken Su-preme, New Potatoes, Carrot and Cabbage. Followed by dessert, Apple and Sul-tana Pie with Custard. Whilst everyone enjoyed a tea or coffee Arnold and Jenny drew the raffle. The prizes included, bunches of tulips, 3 boxes of chocolate and shower gel.
 Susan Whitwam from Colne Valley Museum took the members back in time to 1845. Susan became Mrs Susanna Pearson - a lady whose husband built his own house at Cliffe Ash, Golcar. Their 13 children were brought up in the terrace house. Bedrooms with lots of windows. The husband brought a weaving loom into one bedroom. He was the best weaver and never short of brass. ‘Mrs’ brought her spin-ning wheel and demonstrated how to spin yarn.
 Susanna interacted with the members, talking to them about their jobs in the mills. Jobs for everyone from 3 years old - children - picking. Women - spinning and hus-bands - weaving.
 Susanna had lots of household items with her.
 A TIN BATH - on bath nights husband had the 1st bath, 13 kids then Mum last. Half the members raised their hand to the question ‘Have you had a bath in a tin bath?’
 POSSER - used for washing clothes.
 DOLLY PEGS - WICKER BASKET - CARPET BEATER - for cleaning the rugs and carpets.
 KITCHEN EQUIPMENT - Avery scales, pastry cutters, rolling pin, sugar tongs and milk container (Billy Cans) you took to the farmer to fill or from the milk lady who came round with horse and cart.
 POTTY - CHAMBER POT - which lived under the beds.
 These items brought back lots of memories for the members. Members still had some of these items at home.
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When children visit the Museum they do so in costume from those early days. They make bread, butter & stew. Some children are taught how to spin & weave, whilst other children polish brasses or iron with flat irons.
 Susanna was a great success. Members said they would like to visit the Museum sometime in the future. The Museum is open weekends & Bank Holiday Mon-days. Opening times 2 pm to 5 pm. There is an Admis-sion charge. We shall definitely be inviting Susanna back next year.
 As always a BIG thank you to all the volunteers who helped on the day.
 Jenny
 Many apologies for this article not appearing in
 the last issue.
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The Grand National at the Meltham Lunch
 After a wet morning the afternoon was lovely. Because of a shortage of vol-unteers the lunch was Beef Stew, Yorkshire Puddings and Mashed Pota-toes. Dessert was Fresh Fruit Salad and Cream. There were 6 raffle prizes which included 2 bunches of flowers, a bottle of wine and a scarf.
 As it was The Grand National on the Saturday we decided to have a Sweepstake. The members were invited to buy a horse for £1. Out of 44 horses at the start of the race only 18 horses managed to run the full course. 1st prize goes to Dorothy Norris 2nd Rosie Fisher 3rd Dorothy Lor-riman and 4th went to Patrice.
 Our guest speaker was Mrs Foster who as always makes us laugh with her own poetry. Mrs Fos-ter is definitely the Pam Ayres of Meltham. Here are a few of her poems:-
 BOY SENT TO BED BY FATHER
 BOY - can I have a drink of water
 FATHER - I’ll have to discipline you, be quiet.
 BOY - when you come up to discipline me will you bring the water.
 Food was the main topic for the poetry but here is one for Blackpool:-
 BLACKPOOL ROCK
 I’ve sucked on a stick of rock
 Ridden on a horse drawn tram
 Bought a Kiss-me-quick hat
 Won the Bingo - Grand Slam.
 Slid down the Helter-Skelter
 Survived the Whirling Waltzer
 I’m going in The Tower Ballroom now
 To learn to dance the Saltzer.
 Tomorrow I’ll ride the Roller Coaster
 Scary scream I’ll hear
 Courage is what you need
 Thrills are never too dear
 High as a Kite in Blackpool
 that’s the life for me
 Strutting the Golden Mile
 Happy as can be.
 Kiss me quick
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And now one for you slimmers:-
 You pay £5 to get weighed to be told you have put on a 1 lb
 Its time to start a diet
 To see pounds come dropping off like rain in April showers
 Combine it with some exercise, get out and stretch my legs…
 But I’d really be a spoilsport to turn down Easter Eggs!
 A BIG thank you to Mrs Foster. We shall be calling on you again next year.
 Thank you to Pat Craven who peeled her way through the potatoes for the mash. Richard, Jean, Patrice and Margaret for looking after the members in the dining room with tea and coffee and serving the lunches.
 Mr David Armitage celebrated his 80th birthday on 23rd April. Unfortunately David was not at the lunch so we couldn’t present him with his card and present. David has flown out to Australia to visit his brother and his family for 3 months. We wish him Bon Voyage.
 We hope you all had a Very Happy Easter.
 Jenny
 Denby Dale Group
 This month at the April Denby Dale meeting, we had a law speaker from Capital
 Solutions who came to speak to us about tax, care and toyboys (or even young
 wives)! The talk lasted for about 30 minutes and he made sure we all participated
 by asking us questions. The talk also covered the basic aspects of making Wills
 and important issue for someone who has remarried.
 We followed with the usual tea, coffee and cakes. Many
 thanks to the speaker.
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There you were strolling through town with your mates. You'd got 20p back from a
 Ben Shaw's bottle and were in the mood for pick and mix.
 Was that your 1990s in Huddersfield?
 The Examiner asked its readers to tell them what they remembered about growing
 up in our town in the 1990s - see some of the answers below:
 1. Kerching bus tickets (saver strips).
 2. Remember getting the 'nightrider' bus home after closing time?
 3. Talent shows in Greenhead Park.
 4. Mayor's Parade.
 5. There's a fence round Greenhead Park? Not in the 90s there wasn't.
 6. Schoolchildren must go on residential trips to Cliffe House, it's the law!
 7. It might only have been a few pence but spending your pocket money in
 Woolworths - watch out for the pick and mix though.
 8. Where were you when the Leeds Road ground was demolished?
 9. Going bananas for the Galpharm - do you recall those posters for the new
 ground?
 10. Throwing popcorn around The Cannon/Tudor cinema on Zetland Street.
 11. Tell someone growing up today there used to be a pub on Castle Hill when
 you were a kid and they'll think you've lost it!
 12. ASDA in Birkby.
 13. You must have gone to Lepton village carnival - or known someone who did.
 14. It's warm - get a Dixon's ice cream.
 15. Getting 20p back from returning a Ben Shaws glass bottle - 20 whole pence to
 yourself.
 16. School holiday parties on the Piazza.
 17. Do you remember Johnny's pool hall?
 18. Take a hike Ronald McDonald, we're off to Wimpy on King Street.
 19. Camping in Bunny Woods in the outskirts of Golcar.
 20. Seeing the bottom of King Street/Cross Church Street close ready for the
 Kingsgate Centre.
 21. The Kirklees Schools Music Festival.
 22. Getting books from Greenhead Books.
 23. Going to Wheatley Dysons for posh stationery - new school ruler anyone?
 If we've missed something out, please let us know!
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Not a near village FARTOWN
 Not in track OUTLANE
 Girl auctions big house LASCELLES HALL
 Noisy river crossing THUNDERBRIDGE
 Horse field PADDOCK
 Church tailors KIRKBURTON
 Sheep ‘100’ FLOCKTON
 Flush toilet WATERLOO
 Water place not at top SPA BOTTOM
 Big Pillow Heath BOLSTER MOOR
 Fluffy WOOLLEY
 Girl’s name 14lbs PENISTONE
 Mother’s home MARSDEN
 Church warm KIRKHEATON
 On one leg—CWT HOPTON
 Answers to last month’s quiz:
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Bleak Lane
 Famous Architect
 Corn ——-Part of the face
 To boast
 Part of the day —— A container
 Men use this ——— An account
 To separate ——- A range of hills
 A colour ——— Mallet
 Could be doing this after running
 Kind of walker
 Dogs like to do this
 Player out for no runs
 Dark colour ——- Slang for female
 To sell goods
 A humming noise ——- not soft
 This month, we have another quiz from Dorethea
 Tarbatt. Can you name the birds from the clues
 below? Thank you Dorethea!
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Unit 8
 Bridge Mills
 Huddersfield Road
 Holmfirth
 West Yorkshire
 HD9 3TW
 Phone: 01484 687773
 E-mail: [email protected]
 Friend to Friend
 Bringing older people together to enjoy a healthier,
 more active and less lonely old age.
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