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A CAPTIVATING TOUR OF ESTABLISHED, ESTATE AND BOUTIQUE WINERIES
 Foreword by Margrit Mondavi
 of Napa ValleySPECTACULAR WINERIES
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Chappellet Winery & Vineyard St. Helena
 a modern pioneering family, Donn and Molly Chappellet, along with their
 six children, arrived in napa Valley in 1967 and bought 640 acres of land
 atop Pritchard Hill. “at the time, Pritchard Hill was a magnificent hillside
 with great vistas and a newly planted vineyard at an elevation reaching 2,000
 feet above sea level,” says Donn. “It was just what we had been looking
 for, but it had no winery.” Consequently, the Chappellets became the first
 vintners to establish a winery on Pritchard Hill. Built in the ancient form of
 a pyramid, the winery rises from the vineyard, mirroring the surrounding
 peaks. Intended to harmonize with the environment, the building’s reddish
 steel roof echoes the volcanic soils of the hills.
 above: exterior of Chappellet winery.Photograph by Molly Chappellet
 Facing Page: View of fall vineyard below the terrace.Photograph by Molly Chappellet
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Chardonnayfood pairings
 Our innovative presentation
 and flawless service is our
 signature. a fish becomes a
 work of art when the skeleton
 is creatively displayed atop a
 Dover sole with fava beans and
 artichokes.
 wine list description
 Ripe and forward on the nose, the wine displays enticing fresh
 fruit aromas of pineapple, tangerine and pear with a dash of
 lemon zest. Hints of creaminess, from malolactic fermentation,
 blend nicely with the oak notes of clove and nutmeg, producing a
 wine with layers of complexity. the palate is round and lush with
 concentrated fruit and a subtle layer of oak spice. the natural
 acidity of these cool climate Chardonnay grapes gives the wine a
 firm structure and a refreshing finish.
 winemaker’s comments
 the 2005 growing season was one of the longest and coolest
 seasons in recent memory. Budbreak occurred in March, followed
 by a long bloom and set, creating a hefty crop. the unseasonably
 cool, wet spring spurred vigorous growth in the vineyard,
 necessitating canopy management and fruit thinning to ensure
 proper ripening of the grapes. Mild, even weather prevailed into
 September, allowing for a lengthy harvest.
 appellation: los Carneros
 Composition: Chardonnay 100%
 maturation: aged 8 months in French oak barrels
 Cellaring: Delicious now, but has the structure to age for up to 5 years
 TECHNICAL dATA
 Video TitleXxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.panache.com/chappellete2
 WATCH A VIdEo
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above top: Donn and Molly Chappellet. Photograph by M.J. Wickham
 above Bottom: Interior office of winery.Photograph by M.J. Wickham
 left: Family terrace under the black oak in September.Photograph by Molly Chappellet
 In the winery and across the country, two generations
 of Chappellets work together: growing grapes, making
 wine, planning their future and remembering the
 past. In 2007, Chappellet Winery celebrated its 40th
 anniversary—a milestone marking four decades of
 family collaboration. It also honors Donn and Molly,
 for their vision of a simpler life, raising their family in
 this idyllic place. Molly reflects, “this is exactly what
 we wanted for our children when we moved from the
 city to the country. It was for them to really be involved
 with the land; for them to understand it, to appreciate
 it and to love it.”
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above: Chappellet Vineyard, lake Hennessey and the napa Valley from the garden.Photograph by M.J. Wickham
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Cabernet sauVignonfood pairings
 Roasted filet mignon with
 potato leek galette, sautéed
 garlic spinach, and rosemary
 roasted vegetables is a crowd-
 pleaser.
 wine list description
 Ripe and spicy aromas offer vibrant layers of blackberry, cherry
 and pomegranate intermingled with notes of clove, cinnamon and
 anise. a savory impression of warm crust, accentuated by baked
 cherry and espresso elements, adds further depth to an already
 tantalizing nose. the wine is rich and mouthcoating from the
 first sip, displaying enticing fruit. Big rounded tannins add flavor
 and structure, as well as a firm but gentle grip that underscores
 beautiful concentration and viscosity
 winemaker’s comments
 Spring 2008 was extremely dry, which prompted the vines to push
 out early. though daytime temperatures were picture-perfect,
 cold evening temperatures and some frost made for challenging
 conditions. Moderate, consistent temperatures continued
 throughout the summer, setting up excellent conditions for
 ripening rich, balanced fruit at harvest.
 appellation: Stags leap District
 Composition: Cabernet Sauvignon 77%, Malbec 9%, Petit Verdot 5%
 maturation: aged 18 month in oak barrels
 Cellaring: Delicious now, but can be cellared for up to 15 Years.
 TECHNICAL dATA
 Video TitleXxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.panache.com/chappellete2
 WATCH A VIdEo
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