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Religion, Faith and Spirituality
 Religion, Faith and Spirituality
 What’s the difference?What’s the difference?
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Not the same but connected.
 Not the same but connected.
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FaithFaithHabakuk 2:4 Behold, his soul is puffed up. It is not upright in him, but the righteous will live by
 his faith.
 Matthew 17:20 - He said to them, “Because of your unbelief. For most certainly I tell you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.
 Romans 3:28 We maintain therefore that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
 Romans 10:17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
 Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me.
 James 2:18 Yes, a man will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without works, and I by my works will show you my faith.
 Habakuk 2:4 Behold, his soul is puffed up. It is not upright in him, but the righteous will live by his faith.
 Matthew 17:20 - He said to them, “Because of your unbelief. For most certainly I tell you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.
 Romans 3:28 We maintain therefore that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
 Romans 10:17 So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
 Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me.
 James 2:18 Yes, a man will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without works, and I by my works will show you my faith.
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ReligionReligion
 Galatians 1:13 For you have heard of my way of living in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the assembly of God, and ravaged it.
 James 1:26-27 If anyone among you thinks himself to be religious while he doesn’t bridle his tongue, but deceives his heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
 Galatians 1:13 For you have heard of my way of living in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the assembly of God, and ravaged it.
 James 1:26-27 If anyone among you thinks himself to be religious while he doesn’t bridle his tongue, but deceives his heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
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Religion = Rituals?
 Religion = Rituals?Exodus 20:24 You shall make an altar of earth for me, and shall sacrifice on it
 your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your cattle. In every place where I record my name I will come to you and I will bless you.
 Psalm 54:2 Hear my prayer, God. Listen to the words of my mouth.
 Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with him through baptism to death, that just like Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.
 1 Corinthians 10:16 The cup of blessing which we bless, isn’t it a sharing of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, isn’t it a sharing of the body of Christ?
 Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your heart to the Lord.
 Exodus 20:24 You shall make an altar of earth for me, and shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your cattle. In every place where I record my name I will come to you and I will bless you.
 Psalm 54:2 Hear my prayer, God. Listen to the words of my mouth.
 Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with him through baptism to death, that just like Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.
 1 Corinthians 10:16 The cup of blessing which we bless, isn’t it a sharing of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, isn’t it a sharing of the body of Christ?
 Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your heart to the Lord.

Page 6
                        

SpiritualitySpiritualityPsalm 1:2 On his law he meditates day and night. 3 He will be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that
 produces its fruit in its season, whose leaf also does not wither.
 Psalm 111:10 The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom. All those who do his work have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!
 Proverbs 2:2 So as to turn your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;
 Isaiah 11: 2 The Spirit of Yahweh will rest on him: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Yahweh.
 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 For Jews ask for signs, Greeks seek after wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to Jews, and foolishness to Greeks, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
 Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
 Psalm 1:2 On his law he meditates day and night. 3 He will be like a tree planted by the streams of water, that produces its fruit in its season, whose leaf also does not wither.
 Psalm 111:10 The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom. All those who do his work have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!
 Proverbs 2:2 So as to turn your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;
 Isaiah 11: 2 The Spirit of Yahweh will rest on him: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Yahweh.
 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 For Jews ask for signs, Greeks seek after wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to Jews, and foolishness to Greeks, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
 Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
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ImbalanceImbalanceSuperstitionRituals are not connected totrust but rather fear. There is noRelationship with People or God.
 UndirectedFeelingsThere is a feeling of oneness withGod or creation, but there is no framework to create action, or belief that action matters.
 Ideology Blind trust in an idea or group. It may look like religion, but the only
 thing of importance
 isagreement with the
 stated code. This
 is the home of fanaticism
 of all kinds.
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The need for balance.
 The need for balance.
 We need rituals to hold meaning that goes beyond words. These rituals should offer the possibility of a connection to God and others while creating a place of rational trust.
 We need experiences that lift us out of ourselves and give us glimpses of larger purpose for our lives. Yet these experiences need to be anchored in our lives in a way that they become motivation to do God’s work.
 We need to trust God. But we need to trust God in a way that is tested and authentic and allows for the possibility of doubt, questions and growth.
 We need rituals to hold meaning that goes beyond words. These rituals should offer the possibility of a connection to God and others while creating a place of rational trust.
 We need experiences that lift us out of ourselves and give us glimpses of larger purpose for our lives. Yet these experiences need to be anchored in our lives in a way that they become motivation to do God’s work.
 We need to trust God. But we need to trust God in a way that is tested and authentic and allows for the possibility of doubt, questions and growth.
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