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Facts and figures for the VELUX EHF Champions League
 Group Phase The EHF Media and Communications Department gives you all the stats: Which team had the best attack, which team conceded the least goals, who qualified for the first time, and much more. 16 teams, nine nations
 • The teams in the last 16 stem from nine different nations: Germany is represented with four teams, Spain with three, Slovenia and Hungary with two teams each. Russia, Poland, FYR Macedonia, Denmark, and Belarus have one team left in the competition.
 • Bjerringbro-Silkeborg and Dinamo Minsk are the two teams that qualified for the first time for the VELUX EHF Champions League knock-out phase.
 • Four previous champions, with a combined tally of 14 from 19 possible final victories, have made it to the last 16: FC Barcelona (7 titles), THW Kiel (3), Atletico Madrid (3) and RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko (1).
 • Nine teams which played the last 16 the previous season made it again to the knock-out phase: Füchse Berlin, HSV Hamburg, FC Barcelona Intersport, THW Kiel, Atletico Madrid, MKB Veszprem, Vive Targi Kielce, Metalurg Skopje and Ademar Leon.
 • All finalists since the 2006/07 season are among the last 16 teams: THW Kiel (5 finals since 2007), Atletico Madrid (4, including the ones they reached when named Ciudad Real), FC Barcelona Intersport (2), SG Flensburg-Handewitt (1).
 No one could beat Kielce
 • Vive Targi Kielce are the second team since the change of the playing system in 2009 to win all ten matches in the group phase.
 • Ciudad Real (now Atletico Madrid) were the first to achieve that feat in the 2009/10
 season. Hardly anyone came past the Skopje defence
 • As in the previous season, Metalurg Skopje sported the best defence of all 24 teams, conceding only 215 goals.
 • Ranked behind the team from FYR Macedonia are the group winners MKB
 Veszprem (242), Vive Targi Kielce (249) and FC Barcelona Intersport (252) – an indication that the defence becomes more and more important in order to achieve success.
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THW Kiel were on fire
 • Two of the main contenders for reaching the VELUX EHF FINAL 4 boasted the best attack: Defending champions, THW Kiel, had the best attacking players in their ranks, scoring 329 goals overall in ten matches. FC Barcelona Intersport follows suit with 321 goals.
 • Veszprem (295 goals) are the only group winner to have scored less than 300 times, while Montpellier’s 301 goals were not enough to grant the French team a berth in the knock-out phase.
 • Barcelona finished the group phase with a goal difference of +69, Kiel’s goal difference stands at +64. They are followed by Kielce and Metalurg (+56 goals each) and Veszprem (+53).
 A closer look at the results
 • Only seven of the 120 matches ended with a draw – and six of them occurred in the highly contested Group A.
 • Matches involving Chekhovskie Medvedi ended in a draw on four different
 occasions. The only draw not being a Group A result was the 27-all between Minsk and Zagreb in Group D.
 • The overall statistics see 74 home victories, seven draws and 39 away victories after 120 matches.
 Goals, goals, goals Top scorers after the Group Phase: 1. Hans Lindberg (HSV Hamburg) - 69 goals 2. Gasper Marguc (RK Celje) - 65 goals 3. Frantisek Sulc (Pick Szeged) - 62 goals 4. Anders Eggert (SG Flensburg-Handewitt) - 59 goals 5. Holger Glandorf (SG Flensburg-Handewitt – 55 goals Matches with the highest number of goals: 77 goals: THW Kiel – Sävehof IK 43:34 75 goals: Kadetten Schaffhausen – Füchse Berlin 35:40 74 goals: SG Flensburg-Handewitt – Montpellier MAHB 37:37 69 goals: Sävehof IK – THW Kiel 29:40 69 goals: Chekhovskie Medvedi – Partizan Beograd 38:31 68 goals: Partizan Beograd – SG Flensburg-Handewittt 31:37 68 goals: HSV Hamburg – Montpellier MAHB 35:33 68 goals: RK Zagreb – Kadetten Schaffhausen 38:30
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20 of 120 matches were won by a difference of ten and more goals. Matches with the lowest number of goals: 39 goals: HCM Constanta – RK Pivovarna Lasko Celje 22:17 41 goals: Vive Targi Kielce - Metalurg Skopje 21:20 44 goals: Metalurg Skopje – Vive Targi Kielce 21:23 Top 10 spectator numbers 13,333: Füchse Berlin – FC Barcelona Intersport 10,250: THW Kiel – MKB Veszprem 10,000: RK Zagreb – FC Barcelona Intersport 10,000: THW Kiel – Atletico Madrid 9,800: THW Kiel – Sävehof IK 9,400: THW Kiel – HCM Constanta 9,000: RK Zagreb – Dinamo Minsk 8,853: Atletico Madrid – THW Kiel 8,250: THW Kiel – RK Celje 8,000: Montpellier MAHB – Ademar Leon 8,000: Montpellier MAHB – SG Flensburg-Handewitt
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HSV Hamburg (GER) Coach: Martin Schwalb (Since 2005) Key players: Domagoj Duvnjak, Hans Lindberg, Pascal Hens Top scorer of the Group Phase: Hans Lindberg 69 goals Qualification for the last 16: First place in Group A Road to the last 16: After a shaky start to the competition, with a narrow win against Reale Ademar León and a draw at home against Chekovskie Medvedi, HSV recorded three successive victories to put them level on top of Group A. A defeat away to SG Flensburg-Handewitt was to be the only loss of the campaign, three wins and another draw in Chekhov followed as they narrowly came out on top with 16 points, one ahead of Flensburg in second. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 6 Semi-final (3): 2008, 2009, 2011 Quarter-final (1): 2010 Last 16 (1): 2012 Cup Winners´ Cup: Winner 2007 German champions: 2011 German Cup winners: 2006, 2010 German Super-Cup winners: 4 titles Potential opponents: Celje Pivovarna Laško (SLO), Bjerringbro-Silkeborg (DEN), Pick Szeged (HUN)
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MKB Veszprém KC (HUN) Coach: Antonio Carlos Ortega (since 2012) Key players: László Nagy, Mirko Alilović, Gábor Császár. Top scorer of the Group Phase: László Nagy 50 goals Qualification for the last 16: First place in Group B Road to the last 16: Veszprém were consistently dominant for most of the group phase, winning by 10 goals in five of their first eight games. The only dip in their form came in the penultimate game against reigning champions THW Kiel, who they had narrowly beaten in the first leg. A heavy defeat against the Germans did not seem to harm Veszprém, who ended this stage of the competition with a seven goal victory over Atlético Madrid to secure top spot in Group B. Club achievements: VELUX EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 18 Final (1): 2002 Semi-final (2): 2003, 2006 Quarter-final (8): 1998, 1999, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010 Last 16 (3): 1994, 2011, 2012 Cup Winners Cup: Winner: 2008 Final: 1997 Hungarian champions: 20 titles (1985, 1986, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) Hungarian Cup winners: 21 titles Potential opponents: Reale Ademar León (ESP), Bjerringbro-Silkeborg (DEN), Pick Szeged (HUN)
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KS Vive Targi Kielce (POL) Coach: Bogdan Wenta (since 2008) Key players: Sławomir Szmal, Ivan Čupić, Karol Bielecki Top scorer of the Group Phase: Michal Jurecki 53 goals Qualification for the last 16: First place in Group C Road to the last 16: Kielce’s journey through the group phase has been flawless. Opening with four clear victories, the first real challenge for the Polish champions came in the back to back matches against HC Metalurg, but two low scoring victories meant that first place in the group was all but certain. Having lost some key players during the winter break, Kielce ended the group phase without playing their best handball, but coach Wenta cannot complain with 10 wins from 10. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 10 Last 16 (4): 1994, 1995, 2010, 2012 Polish champions: 9 titles (1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2009, 2010, 2012) Polish Cup winners: 9 titles Potential opponents: Reale Ademar León (ESP), Celje Pivovarna Laško (SLO), Pick Szeged (HUN)
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FC Barcelona Intersport (ESP) Coach: Xavi Pascual (since 2009) Key players: Arpad Sterbik, Siarhei Rutenka, Juanin Garcia Top scorer of the Group Phase: Siarhei Rutenka 48 goals Qualification for the last 16: First place in Group C Road to the last 16: Barcelona have appeared focused and determined to win back the VELUX EHF Champions League title as they disposed of every team before the winter break with ease, the only exception was against Dinamo Minsk, where they were forced to come from behind to take a one goal victory. The first game of 2013 saw Barcelona’s only defeat of the group phase, as a spirited Füchse Berlin won a thrilling encounter 31:30. The Spanish club followed that defeat with two wins to secure first place in Group D and a place in Pot 1. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 16 Winner (7): 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2011 Final (2): 2001, 2010 Semi-final (1): 2008 Quarter-final (3): 2006, 2007, 2012 Last 16 (1): 2004 Main Round (1): 2009 EHF Cup: Winners: 2003 Finalists 2002 Cup Winners´Cup: Winner: 1994, 1995 Spanish champions: 18 titles (1969, 1973, 1980, 1982, 1986, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2011, 20)12 Spanish Cup winners: 17 titles Potential opponents: Reale Ademar León (ESP), Celje Pivovarna Laško (SLO), Bjerringbro-Silkeborg (DEN)
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SG Flensburg-Handewitt (GER) Coach: Ljubomir Vranjes (Since 2009) Key players: Mattias Andersson, Anders Eggert, Holger Glandorf Top scorer of the Group Phase: Anders Eggert 59 goals Qualification for the last 16: second place in Group A Road to the last 16: With a number of injuries to high-profile players, Flensburg stuttered at the start of the group phase, with two wins, two draws and one loss in the first half of their campaign. A win against eventual group winners HSV Hamburg kick-started Flensburg’s season, going unbeaten until the end of the group, with their inconsistent early form preventing them from finishing top of the group. EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 8 Final (2): 2004, 2007 Semi-final (1): 2006 Quarter-final (3): 2005, 2009, 2011 Main Round (1): 2008 Cup Winners´ Cup: Winner 2001 2012 EHF Cup: Winner: 1997 City Cup: Winner 1999 German champions: 2004 German Cup winners: 3 titles Potential opponents: Atlético Madrid (ESP), Gorenje Velenje (SLO), Dinamo Minsk (BLR)
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THW Kiel (GER) Coach: Alfred Gislason (since 2008) Key players: Thierry Omeyer, Filip Jícha, Markus Ahlm Top scorer of the Group Phase: Filip Jícha 45 goals Qualification for the last 16: second place in Group B Road to the last 16: The defending VELUX EHF Champions League winners began the season where they left off, beating Atlético Madrid in the opening game, and followed that with two comprehensive wins. A 31:30 defeat against Veszprém, followed by another defeat against Celje Pivovarna Lasko left many questioning whether Kiel were capable of retaining their title. However, Kiel stormed back into form, winning each of their remaining games and defeating eventual group winners Veszprém by 11 goals, has shown that the Germans are not going to go away quietly. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participation (incl. 2012/13 season): 16 Winner (3): 2007, 2010, 2012 Final (3): 2000, 2008, 2009 Semi-final (2): 1997, 2001 Quarter-final (5): 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2011 Group Phase (2): 1995, 1996 EHF Cup: 3 titles: 1998, 2002, 2004 German champions: 17 titles: (1957, 1962, 1963, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 und 2012) German Cup winners: 8 titles Potential opponents: Chekhovski Medvedi (RUS), Gorenje Velenje (SLO), Dinamo Minsk (BLR)
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Metalurg Skopje (MKD) Coach: Lino Červar (since 2009) Key players: Darko Stanić, Naumče Mojsovski, Filip Mirkulovski Top scorer of the Group Phase: Naumče Mojsovski 55 goals Qualification for the last 16: second place in Group C Road to the last 16: Four wins from their opening four games sent out a clear signal to the rest of Europe that HC Metalurg are aiming high this season. Two successive defeats against group winners Kielce were a temporary blow for the Macedonians, but they held firm and secured second place, thanks to their tough defence, the best in the competition so far, which conceded just 215 goals. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 5 Last 16 (1): 2012 Group Matches (2): 2007, 2009 Qualification (1): 2011 Other EC records: 9 participations in other EC Macedonian champion: 5 titles (2006, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012) Macedonian Cup winner: 5 titles Potential opponents: Chekhovski Medvedi (RUS), Atlético Madrid (ESP), Dinamo Minsk (BLR)
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Füchse Berlin (GER) Coach: Dagur Sigurðsson (Since 2009) Key players: Silvio Heinevetter, Iker Romero, Konstantin Igropoulo Top scorer of the Group Phase: Ivan Ninčević 45 goals Qualification for the last 16: second place in Group D Road to the last 16: After a victory against Dinamo Minsk in the opening round, an 11 goal defeat to Barcelona could have knocked the wind out of Berlin’s sails, but Füchse bounced back. Seven wins in their remaining eight games, including gaining revenge over Barcelona in the return leg, saw Berlin sit comfortably in second place with 16 points, five ahead of Minsk in third. Club achievements EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 2 VELUX EHF FINAL4: 1 (ranked fourth): 2011/12 ‘ Potential opponents: Chekhovski Medvedi (RUS), Atlético Madrid (ESP), Gorenje Velenje (SLO)
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Chekhovski Medvedi (RUS) Coach: Vladimir Maximov, since 2001 Key players: Timur Dibirov, Alexej Rastvortsev, Sergey Gorbok Top scorer of the Group Phase: Timur Dibirov 52 goals Qualification for the Last 16: third placed in Group A Road to the Last 16: Chekhov confirmed the reputation of „kings of draws“ in the Group A as they recorded four draws and in the last three season they have already recorded eleven draws. However, they were always losing points when they squandered several goal cushions in the final minutes against Montpellier or Flensburg and could not defend one goal lead twice against Hamburg. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 13 Semi-final (1): 2010 Quarter-final (2): 2009, 2011 Last 16 (2): 2005, 2007 Main Round (1): 2008 Group Phase (6): 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2012 Cup Winners´Cup: Winner: 2006 Russian champions: 11 titles (2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) Russian Cup winners: 11 titles Potential opponents: THW Kiel (GER), Metalurg Skopje (MKD), Fuchse Berlin (GER)
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Atlético Madrid (ESP) Coach: Talant Dujshebaev, since 2005 Key players: Kiril Lazarov, Ivano Balić, Julen Aguinagalde Top scorer of the Group Phase: Kiril Lazarov 46 goals
 Qualification for the Last 16: third placed in Group B Road to the Last 16: The runners-up of two previous season lost several key players during the summer and had to take several blows from the other two powerhouses in the group as they lost all matches against Kiel and Veszprém. They also lost unexpecting two points in Sävehof, but their goal of reaching the knock-out stage was never really endangered.
 Club achievements EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/2013 season): 10 Winner (3): 2005/2006, 2007/2008, 2008/2009 Final (3): 2004/2005, 2010/2011, 2011/12 Semi Final (1): 2003/2004, 2009/2010 Quarter Final (1): 2006/2007 Cup Winners Cup: Winners 2001/2002, 2002/2003 City Cup: Finalists 1998/1999 Spanish champions: 2004, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 Spanish Cup winners: 2003, 2008, 2011, 2012
 Potential opponents: SG Flensburg Handewitt (GER), Metalurg Skopje (MKD), Fuchse Berlin (GER)
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Gorenje Velenje (SLO) Coach: Branko Tamše, since 2010 Key players: Jure Dolenec, Marko Bezjak, Luka Dobelšek Top scorer of the Group Phase: Jure Dolenec 54 goals Qualification for the Last 16: third placed in Group C Road to the Last 16: Slovenian champions lost the home fortress in the last round against the group winners from Kielce, but especially thanks to their performances and results in Rdeča Dvorana Velenje easily sailed past through the knockout stage gates. However they could have had more than twelve points on their account, if they had not squandered the promising lead in Bjerringbro Silkeborg (26:27). Now, their next destination is Germany.
 Club achievements EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 6 Last 16 (2): 2006, 2010 Main Round (1): 2008 Group Phase (1): 2005 Qualification (1): 2011 EHF Cup Finalists 2008/2009 Slovenian champions: 2008/09, 2011/12, six times runners-up Slovenian Cup winners: 2002/03, seven times finalists
 Potential opponents: SG Flensburg Handewitt (GER), THW Kiel (GER), Füchse Berlin (GER)
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Dinamo Minsk (BLR) Coach: Sergiy Bebeshko, since December 2009 Key players: Vaško Ševaljevič, Rade Mijatović, Pavel Atman Top scorer of the Group Phase: Vaško Ševaljević 49 goals Qualification for the Last 16: third placed in Group D Road to the Last 16: Minsk had to fight their way to the Group Phase through the qualification against Besiktas. And after first three rounds they were only with one point despite being very close to the huge sensation in Barcelona. But the five game winning streak propelled Dinamo towards their first ever participation in the knock-out stage. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/2013 season): 4 Group Phase (1): 2010/2011 Qualification (2): 2009/2010, 2011/2012 EHF Cup Quarter-final 2011/12 Belarusian champions: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 Belarusian Cup winners: 2010 Baltic League Champion: 2009 Potential opponents: SG Flensburg Handewitt (GER), THW Kiel (GER), Metalurg Skopje (MKD)
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Reale Ademar León (ESP) Coach: Manolo Cadenas, since 2012 Key players: Gonzalo Carou, Felipe Borges, Carlos Ruesga Top scorer of the Group Phase: Carlos Ruesga 48 goals Qualification for the Last 16: fourth placed in Group A Road to the Last 16: After massive departures of key players after the last season the León´s youngsters were virtually written off from the race to the knock-out stage, but they confirmed the role of group´s dark horses leaving Montpellier behind as they beat the French champions on both occassions. However they had to shiver until the last minutes of Round 10 match between Hamburg and Montpellier.
 Club achievements EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 11 Quarterfinal (4): 1998, 2000, 2002, 2012 Last 16 (3): 2004, 2006, 2010 Main Round (2): 2008, 2009 Qualification (1): 2011 Cup Winners´Cup: Winners: 1999, 2005 Runners-up: 2001, 2007 Spanish champions: 2001, runners-up: 1997,1998, 2000 Spanish Cup winners: Asobal Cup 1999, 2008, Copa del Rey 2003
 Potential opponents: MKB Veszprém KC (HUN), Vive Targi Kielce (POL), FC Barcelona Intersport (ESP)
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Celje Pivovarna Laško (SLO) Coach: Vladan Matić, since 2011 Key players: Gašper Marguč, Borut Mačkovšek, Sebastian Skube Top scorer of the Group Phase: Gašper Marguč 65 goals Qualification for the Last 16: fourth placed in Group B Road to the Last 16: Directly after the Group Phase draw it seemed the team with the youngest age average of the competition hardly have any chance in the group with three giants – Kiel, Veszprém and Atlético Madrid. But in the race for fourth spot they not only recorded the crucial home victories against Constanta and Sävehof, but also added some unexpected points after a shocking victory over the defending champions from Kiel.
 Club achievements EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 18 Winners (1): 2004 Semi-final (6): 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2005 Quarter-final (2): 2002, 2006 Last 16 (2): 1996, 2007 Main Round (2): 2008, 2009 Group Phase (3): 1994, 1995, 2011 Qualification (1): 2010 Cup Winners' Cup: Semi-finalist 2002, 2012 Slovenian champions: 18 titles (1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010) Slovenian Cup winners: 16 titles
 Potential opponents: HSV Hamburg (GER), Vive Targi Kielce (POL), FC Barcelona Intersport (ESP), Bjerringbro-Silkeborg (DEN)
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Bjerringbro Silkeborg (DEN) Coach: Head coach Carsten Albrecktsen since 2007, new assistant coach Claus Uhrenholt Key players: Rasmus Lauge, Kasper Nielsen, Henrik Toft Hansen Qualification for the Last 16: fourth placed in Group C Road to the Last 16: The third season of Bjerringbro in the VELUX EHF Champions League could not start luckier. As the Danish runners-up they had no guaranteed place in the group phase or the qualification but they were invited to the Wild Card Tournament. However, they avoided the qualification and they replaced the spot of Danish champions AG København in Group C. After winning both matches against St. Petersburg they moved into a very comfortable position on the fourth place but they clinched their ticket only in Round 9. Club achievements EHF Champions League records: Participations (including 2012/2013 season): 3 Qualification (1): 2010/2011 Group Stage (1): 2011/2012 Potential opponents: HSV Hamburg (GER), MKB Veszprém KC (HUN), FC Barcelona Intersport (ESP)
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Pick Szeged (HUN) Coach: László Skaliczki, since 2010 Key players: František Šulc, Roland Mikler, Jonas Larholm Top scorer of the Group Phase: František Šulc 62 goals Qualification for the Last 16: fourth placed in Group D Road to the Last 16: Only in the last round of the Group Phase Szeged clinched the play-off berth as their direct rivals from Kadetten Schaffhausen failed to make the last step by winning at Zagreb. Pick lost all away matches in the group, but three home victories including the last second thriller with Kadetten (30:29) paved their way for the top sixteen. Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 11 Quarter-final (2): 1997, 2004 Last 16 (4): 2005, 2006, 2007, 2011 Main Round (1): 2008 Group Phase (3): 2009, 2010, 2012 Cup Winners´ Cup: Semi-final: 1983, 1984, 1994 Quarter-final: 1978, 2003, 2009 Hungarian champions: 2 titles (1996, 2007), Hungarian Cup winners: 6 titles Potential opponents: HSV Hamburg (GER), MKB Veszprém KC (HUN), Vive Targi Kielce (POL)
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95 days to go – countdown to the VELUX EHF FINAL4 in Cologne
 Accreditation for media representatives has opened Handball experts see THW Kiel and FC Barcelona as favourites
 With nearly four months to go before the start of the VELUX EHF FINAL4, accreditation requests from media representatives are now being accepted.
 The event will take place in Cologne’s LANXESS arena on 1 and 2 June 2013 and will see the continent’s best four teams battling it out over two days to lift the coveted VELUX EHF Champions League trophy. Journalists, photographers, TV and radio representatives can now submit their request for accreditation via an online form at ehfFINAL4.com, the event’s official website.
 Requests can only be made online by going to www.ehfcl.com/final4/accreditation/
 Requests for media accreditation should be made by Friday, 10 May, until 15:00 hrs. Media accreditation is only open to professional media representatives working at the event.
 Read what the experts say about the potential candidates for the VELUX EHF FINAL4
 Kaspar Hvidt (Goalkeeper, VELUX EHF FINAL4 participant in 2012 with AG København) “There is no doubt in my mind that Kiel will reach the semi-finals, and the three other teams will be the three group winners that escape Kiel in the quarter-final. Kiel will have an enormous advantage due to the fact that the event is in Germany. I also see Barcelona having a good chance. The signing of Sterbik in goal has been a tremendous reinforcement.”
 Magnus Andersson (Coach, VELUX EHF FINAL 4 participant in 2012 with AG København) “I would expect THW Kiel and FC Barcelona to qualify . Barcelona have an extremely strong team. I also expect Veszprém to reach the top four. They have an extremely strong home ground which can bring them far. As the fourth and last team I might see Atlético Madrid.”
 Francois-Xavier Houlet (Handball TV-expert and former player) “I still see two ‘big teams’ – one is dressed in black and white, the other one wears blue and claret stripes. Kiel and Barcelona have all it takes to leave Cologne’s Lanxess Arena on 2 June with the trophy in their hands. The problem being: There aren’t two or more trophies at stake but just one – and many more teams aiming to get hold of it. The game is on!”
 http://www.ehfcl.com/final4/accreditation/
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VELUX Handball Manager launched
 Title sponsor of Europe’s premier club handball competition, the VELUX Group, has launched the first ever international manager game based on the VELUX EHF Champions League in men’s handball.
 When the knock-out matches in this year’s competition are played, there will be more at stake than the results in the handball arena.
 At the website handballenergy.com, handball fans from all over the world can now put together and manage their own VELUX EHF Champions League team – completely free of charge.
 VELUX Handball Manager is the first game of its kind to let fans buy and sell VELUX EHF Champions League players, earn points on the results of their matches, compete against each other in private or public leagues, and much more.
 A chance to beat a legend and win exclusive season tickets
 By playing VELUX Handball Manager, handball fans will have the chance to test their skills against international handball star and European Champion Lars Christiansen, who will also be entering the manager game.
 Game players will have a chance to win one of the five main prizes, as well as either VELUX EHF Champions League season tickets or signed match shirts. The competition officially begins at the same time as the first matches of the Last 16 knock-out phase, which starts on 13 March 2013. and ends with the VELUX EHF FINAL4 on 1/2 June 2013.
 Fans can enter the game at www.handballenergy.com.
 How to play VELUX Handball Manager
 Players will start with an imaginary budget of €50,000,000 with which they must put together the best team possible. Real-life performances of the players they choose will be reflected in their transfer values according to the points system. During the game, players can improve their team by buying new players.
 As a manager you must stay on your toes and react to real-life factors such as current form, upcoming fixtures and injuries. The team with the highest value at the end wins the game.
 http://www.handballenergy.com/
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