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Evangelism in the Early Church
 5/2/2010 1Joseph Anbarasu
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Michael GreenHe writes Undoubtedly the love of
 Christians had a lot to do with it,
 the moral qualities they displayed,
 the warmth of their fellowship, their manifest enthusiasm, the universal applicability of
 their message. Reconciliation with God had a
 lot to do with it.”
 5/2/2010 2Joseph Anbarasu
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Good News (“euaggelion”): Evangelism refers to the events
 recorded in the gospels, and the act of announcing those events.
 The subject of the good news is both “the kingdom,” and Jesus himself. Jesus is the content of the good news, what Origin called the autobasileia, the kingdom embodied in a person.
 “to perpetuate the knowledge of Christ’s sojourn upon earth”
 to bring about knowledge of Christ “as a present reality in those souls which were willing to receive the Word of God as he stood at the door and knocked and sought to come into them.”
 5/2/2010 3Joseph Anbarasu
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Proclamation Proclamation
 (“kerugma”): refers to the message that comes from a herald (or preacher)—a common pattern of evangelistic preaching .
 This “pattern of sound words” (2 Tim. 1.13) in the early church was united in its content regarding Jesus and urgent in the demand for a decision.
 5/2/2010 4Joseph Anbarasu
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Witness Witness (“martureo”): refers to a legal
 witness to events and to truths vouched for by the personal involvement and assurance of the person making the witness. Such a witness was connected with firsthand testimony.
 Eye-witnesses would bear testimony that they had believed, and that the “new life” was true in their own experience.
 Christians came to understand that when “second-hand” disciples have a faith encounter with Jesus, then they are no longer “disciples at second-hand” but themselves become first-hand disciples. “Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony (“memartureken”) in themselves” (1 John 5.10).
 5/2/2010 5Joseph Anbarasu
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Evangelism in the Early Church
 Evangelistic Means
 5/2/2010 6Joseph Anbarasu
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Pax Romana Under Caesar Augustus, the entire known world was governed by a
 single entity. Peace not only allowed citizens the opportunity to travel safely over long distances, but it also allowed quick travel through the development of Roman roads.
 5/2/2010 7Joseph Anbarasu
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Greek Culture Greek Language became the
 common-tongue of the empire, which allowed the gospel to be shared quickly throughout the Roman Empire. Greek thought had previously laid the theological foundations in its language and through its philosophy which Christianity then used in its writing of the gospels and in its apologetic work.
 Greek cults in Roman culture also provided a place where people could find cleansing, security, and promised immortality.
 5/2/2010 8Joseph Anbarasu
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Jewish Religion Many consider Jewish
 culture as a forerunner for Christianity.
 The Roman world held an interest in the influence of Jewish monotheism.
 5/2/2010 9Joseph Anbarasu
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Evangelistic Motives
 5/2/2010 10Joseph Anbarasu
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A Sense of Gratitude Early Christians shared
 Jesus because of an overwhelming experience of the love of God and the life of Jesus.
 5/2/2010 11Joseph Anbarasu
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A Sense of Responsibility Early Christians
 understood that their lives were lived under the eye of God and that they ought to please God in everything that they did because God is a Sovereign Judge.
 5/2/2010 12Joseph Anbarasu

Page 13
                        

A Sense of Concern Early Christians had great
 concern for the unevangelizedbecause of the concept of evil permeating all of humanity and Jesus was the sole answer to the problem of evil.
 Only through Jesus could an individual find God and escape the dangerous traps of evil.
 5/2/2010 13Joseph Anbarasu
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A Sense of Urgency The eschatological expectation of
 an imminent return of Jesus influenced Christians to spread the gospel quickly.
 The Holy Spirit was seen as an eschatological gift, a foretaste of God’s future, and what equipped Christians for world mission. Since God is sovereign, bringing in the Kingdom in God’s way and time, and is the Creator and Redeemer of the whole world, early Christians were convinced that they ought to spread the gospel to Jews and Gentiles.
 5/2/2010 14Joseph Anbarasu
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Evangelistic Methods
 5/2/2010 15Joseph Anbarasu
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Public Evangelism The synagogue was the main
 public place for the evangelism of the Jews because anyone was allowed to read and or exposit Scripture.
 In addition, early Christians followed the lead of Jesus in practicing open-air preaching in places where many people were present like temple area or market place.
 Through proclamation, education, and testimony early Christians publicly shared their faith.
 5/2/2010 16Joseph Anbarasu
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Household Evangelism The relatively small number of
 individuals allowed early Christians.
 the conversion of an entire household. The house the meeting place for Christian community.
 In our individualistic age, we are surprised to discover that in the book of Acts whole households were brought to Christ, as households (Acts 16).
 This was a pattern followed by the church, and proved very effective, so much so that a heathen critic called Celsus complained that the Christians advanced their cause by subverting families, starting with the women and children!
 5/2/2010 17Joseph Anbarasu
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Personal Evangelism An individual felt compelled
 to pass on the gospel one on one, friend to friend, and through personal encounter settings. One would knock on doors like Ananias in hopes that by visiting, he or she would gain a convert.
 In the case of Gregory and Origen, contextualizing the gospel in a relationship also proved fruitful.
 5/2/2010 18Joseph Anbarasu
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Ethiopian EunuchPhilip arose and began his journey. At this very moment an Ethiopian eunuch, a minister and in fact the treasurer to Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, was on his way home after coming to Jerusalem to worship. He was sitting in his carriage reading the prophet Isaiah.(Philip explains a prophecy of Isaiah, preaches the Gospel of Jesus to him, and at the eunuch's request baptizes him)
 5/2/2010 19Joseph Anbarasu
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Conversion
 5/2/2010 20Joseph Anbarasu
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Spontaneous Act
 When they came up out of the water the Spirit of the
 Lord took Philip away suddenly and the eunuch saw no
 more of him, but proceeded on his journey with a heart
 full of joy.
 Philip found himself at Azotus and as he passed through
 the countryside, he went on telling the good news in all
 the cities until [6]
 he came to Caesarea where we meet him 25 years later
 during a visit by Paul [7].
 5/2/2010 21Joseph Anbarasu
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Personal Evangelism Every Christian should be a Missionary!" In the early church such exhortations were not really
 necessary - every Christian sought to share his faith in Christ spontaneously, in the spirit of Peter who said: “... we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard". (Acts 4:20) (See also Acts 11:19-20 and 1 Thessalonians 1:8-9)
 Such eminent leaders as Clement of Alexandria and Justin Martyr in the second century were converted
 through the personal witness of others.
 Michael Green, in his exciting book “Evangelism in the Early Church" notes that this personal testimony was motivated by what he calls “a sense of discovery", to which we may add the infectious joy at discovering that one was really set free. For example, a convert Tatian, writing at the end of the
 second century, wrote of “being delivered from ten thousand tyrants".
 5/2/2010 22Joseph Anbarasu
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Literary Evangelism The gospels (perhaps with
 Matthew being an exception) were written for the purpose of telling the story of Jesus to unbelievers.
 Second Century writers used literature to present arguments for the rationality of Christian Faith and to attack the foundations of opposing beliefs.
 The early Christian’s hope was that the unbeliever would be led to read Scripture and come to know Christ through it.
 5/2/2010 23Joseph Anbarasu
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Literary Evangelism How many of us, when reading the Gospels, recognize
 them as evangelistic tracts? The apostle John actually declares his evangelistic intention openly in John 20:30-31 - look it up!
 Literary evangelism was quite common in the early church;
 the defenders of the faith in the second and third centuries whom we call the apologists were anxious to present the faith positively, as well as defend the church from the untruthful charges laid against it.
 As we shall see, men like Tertullian and Clement of Alexandria used their literary skills to broadcast the gospel.
 5/2/2010 24Joseph Anbarasu
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Community Involvement The early church was often
 accused of being anti-social because Christians would not partake in the pagan rites and practices of those around them, but while this was true, one could be sure that in times of famine, plague or natural disaster the Christians would make their presence felt by succouring the homeless and starving, and ministering to the sick. This was a most practical way of exemplifying, as well as proclaiming, the gospel.
 5/2/2010 25Joseph Anbarasu
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Integration of Converts into the Community
 Although this is not, strictly speaking, a way of evangelism, it was very significant for ensuring the permanence of the evangelistic enterprise.
 Converts or enquirers were taught the rudiments of the faith, and publicly initiated, by baptism, into the community of the faithful. And “community“ was a reality, not merely a theological title!
 5/2/2010 26Joseph Anbarasu
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Informal and Spontaneous - Green “This must often have been not
 formal preaching, but informal chattering to friends and chance acquaintances, in homes and wine shops, on walks, and around market stalls. They went everywhere gossiping the gospel; they did it naturally, enthusiastically, and with the conviction of those who are not paid to say that sort of thing. Consequently, they were taken seriously, and the movement spread, notably among the lower classes.”
 5/2/2010 27Joseph Anbarasu
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