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Evangelism
 The Motive for Evangelism
 The Means of Evangelism
 The Message of Evangelism
 The Methods of Evangelism
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The Message of Evangelism
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Approaches to Sharing The Gospel
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Approaches to the GospelThere are many ways to share the gospel.
 All of these are designed for conversation.
 Some are better for certain situations.
 Find one that is comfortable.
 If you internalize the message, you can customize your approach.
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Ephesians 2:1-10
 Note: Great if you have a Bible with you & the other person respects the Bible.
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Ephesians 2:1-10
 Eph. 2:1 “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins”
 Q: What do you think this means?
 A: We are all spiritually dead due to our sin and disobedience to God.
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Ephesians 2:1-10(2) in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— (3) among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
 Q: What does it mean we are ‘Children of Wrath’?
 A: Our sin deserves punishment. It deserves the just judgment of God. This means because of our sin we deserve Hell, which is the just wrath of God for all eternity.
 Q: Does this concern you?
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Ephesians 2:1-10(4) But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, (5) even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6) and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, (7) so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
 Q: What is Justice?
 A: Getting what you deserve.
 Q: What do we deserve? A: Hell.
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Ephesians 2:1-10Q: What is mercy?
 A: Not getting what you deserve. – Not getting the wrath of God forever.
 Q: What is grace?
 A: Getting what you don’t deserve. Salvation & adoption and the “immeasurable riches of his grace.”
 Q: How can God be both just to punish sin and yet merciful and gracious to sinners?
 A: The cross, where God punishes our sin upon His own son Jesus so that He can give us mercy & grace.
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Ephesians 2:1-10
 (8) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, (9) not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
 Q: What do we contribute to our salvation?
 A: Nothing. Our salvation is not a result of our works.
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Ephesians 2:1-10Q: What does it mean that “salvation” is a gift?
 A: It means you cannot pay for it. It has to be given. In fact, if you could pay for salvation with your good works, then it would no longer be a gift.
 Q: If we are not saved by our good works, how then can we be saved?
 A: By faith through the grace of God. Trusting that Jesus took our justice and wrath upon Himself at the cross.
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Ephesians 2:1-10(10) For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
 Q: Vv. 9-10 reject a false understanding of good works & give us a right understanding of good works. Can you summarize it?
 A: We are not saved by good works, but we are saved to do good works.
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Ephesians 2:1-10
 Q: According to vv 9-10; which of these equations is most biblical?
 A. Faith + Good Works = Salvation
 B. Faith = Salvation + Good Works

Page 15
                        

Ephesians 2:1-10A. Faith + Good Works = Salvation
 B. Faith = Salvation + Good Works
 Note: Every other religion is equation “A”. Only Christianity is equation “B”. In every other religion you have to “earn” your salvation, only in Christianity does someone else “earn” your salvation. It is given to you by grace as a gift through faith.
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Ephesians 2:1-10Q: If you stood before God and He said, “Why should I let you into heaven?” What would you say?
 A: Not by the good that I have done, but ONLY by what Christ has done on my behalf.
 Q: Would you like to place your trust in Christ?
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The Law
 Note: This approach works well with “religious” people that are confident in their moral conduct or religious pedigree.
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Rom 3:19-22 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. (20) For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (21) But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— (22) the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
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The LawQ: Do you ever think about spiritual things?
 Q: Do you think God accepts you? Why or why not?
 Q: Have you ever heard of the 10 commandments?
 Q: Can you name any of the 10 commandments? (Be encouraging)
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The LawThe 10th commandment says, “Thou shall not bear false testimony.” Have you ever lied to someone?
 The 5th commandment says, “Thou shall not murder.” But Jesus says that if you are angry with someone in your heart you are guilty of murder. Have you ever hated someone in your heart?
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The Law
 The 6th commandment says, “Thou shall not commit adultery”, but Jesus says if you have ever looked upon a person with lustful intentions you are guilty of adultery. Have you ever lusted after someone?
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The LawSo by your own admission, you are a liar, a murderer, and an adulterer. We only looked at 3 of the 10 commandments!
 In Rev. 21 it says, “as for murderers, the sexually immoral…and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire.”
 Does that concern you?
 What hope do you have to be in a relationship with God and go to heaven?
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The GospelGod loves you so much that He sent Jesus to be your good enough.
 2 Cor 5:21 says “God made Jesus who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
 Romans 5:8 says “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
 Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of anyone who trusts in Him!
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The ABC’s to Becoming a Christian
 Note: Good if you don’t have a piece of paper or a Bible. Memorable.
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The ABC’s - A
 Admit you are a sinner to God and that you deserve to be punished for your sin.
 Rom. 3:23 All of have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
 Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death!
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The ABC’s - BBelieve that Jesus died on the cross for your sins.
 John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (18) Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
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The ABC’s - C
 Commit your life to Jesus and trust in Him as your LORD and Savior
 Rom 10:9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
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Do vs Done
 Note: One of the simplest ways to share the Gospel in a passing conversation. (Bill Hybels - Becoming a Contagious Christian)
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DO vs. DONEThere is a difference between man-made religion and Christianity.
 Religion is spelled “D-O” because it consists of the things people do to try to somehow gain God’s forgiveness and favor.
 The problem with this is that you never know if you have done enough.
 Furthermore, Rom. 3:23 says all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
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DO vs. DONEThankfully, Christianity is spelled “D-O-N-E” which means Christ has already done for us what we could never do for ourselves.
 In our place, Jesus lived the perfect life we are called to live.
 And in our place Jesus died for the penalty of death that our sins deserve.
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DO vs. DONETo become a Christian we must humbly confess our failures, trust that Jesus paid the penalty for them by his death upon the cross, and then follow Jesus as your Lord & Savior.
 Would you like to do that today?
 If not, what barriers do you have to trusting in Christ?
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Mountain Illustration
 Note: This is an effective way of showing how Christianity is gloriously different than any other religion.
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Mountain Illustation
 It has been said that all religions are basically the same and that we are all climbing a mountain, by our religious zeal, to make our way up the mountain towards God.
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Mountain Illustation
 It is also said that Muslims, Buddhists, Christians, etc. are all climbing the same mountain to the same God, but we don’t recognize this, because we can’t see each other, because we are all climbing up different sides of the mountain.
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Mountain Illustation
 But Christianity is radically different in that we do not climb the mountain to get to God, but God comes down the mountain to get to us.
 (i.e. incarnation)
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Mountain Illustation
 You see, in every other religion you have to be good enough to get to God, but in Christianity, you have to simply confess you are not, and never will be, good enough, and God will come down to you.
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Mountain IllustrationGOD
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Homework!!
 Think of some people you know, that you don’t think are Christians, or at least don’t go to church.
 Write their names down.
 Start praying for them.
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