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                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
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Evaluation: Logical Fallacies (Irrelevance)

Page 2
                        

Fallacies of Irrelevance

Page 3
                        

What does it mean to say that a Premise is RELEVANT to a
 Conclusion?

Page 4
                        

Are the premises relevant to the conclusion?
 • Mark lives in Penang. So he probably speaks Italian.
 • Bob gave Susan an engagement ring; it should be safe to say that Bob loves Susan.
 • Most people believe that God doesn’t exist. Therefore, He probably doesn’t exist.

Page 5
                        

#1 Personal Attack(Ad Hominem)

Page 6
                        

• You cannot believe John because he is a drug addict
 • He’s only saying that because he’s such a nice guy…
 • “The inspiration for the Shalimar perfume comes from the garden of love near the Taj Mahal – the Shalimar garden.”
 • She disagreeing with you because that’s the kind of person she is, disagreeble!

Page 7
                        

#1a Attacking the Motive

Page 8
                        

• You can’t trust his evaluation of the Israel-Palestine conflict since he works in the University of Jerusalem
 • Ahmad’s analysis of student needs is certainly faulty since he’s a student

Page 9
                        

#2 Appeal to Fear / Force

Page 10
                        

Appealing to Fear or Force
 • You must support the fight against global warming – do you want to be responsible for terrible climate change?
 • “Banning cigarettes is bad. Any politician who bans it will find out just how bad.”

Page 11
                        

#3 Two Wrongs Don’t Make a Right

Page 12
                        

#4 Bandwagon

Page 13
                        

• It’s okay to miss class…everybody does it.• 70% of my classmates believe that pre-
 marital sex is permissible; 80% of my friend’s classmates also believe it’s fine. Therefore, I think it’s fine.
 • All the famous people smoke; therefore you should, too.
 • Hello! Nobody does assignments on a Saturday night, okay?!

Page 14
                        

#5 Appeal to Pity

Page 15
                        

“Our feelings or emotions about a particular claim have no bearing on the truth or falsity of that claim.”
 T. Edward Damer

Page 16
                        

• I know I missed half your classes and failed all my exams, but I had a tough semester. First, my pet snake died. Then my girlfriend said she wants a sex-change operation. Then I crashed my car. Really, could you please change my grade from F to A?
 • I know I’m not the best person for this job. But if I don’t get it I’m going to be in trouble.

Page 17
                        

#6 Strawman

Page 18
                        

Strawman = Misrepresenting an argument
 • Of course I don’t believe in God. Why should I believe in Somebody who only cares about himself and does nothing for the suffering people on earth?
 • He says Wendy’s burger gives value-for-money, but how can it be? Compared to McD’s and Burger King, it’s so much more expensive!

Page 19
                        

#7 Red Herring

Page 20
                        

• Some people say that TGV cinemas are more uncomfortable than GSC cinemas. But c’mon TGV was started much earlier than GSC and they have many famous people as guests.
 • How can you say I’m not doing enough for the farmers? Do you know that I grew up on a farm and I know almost every major farmer?

Page 21
                        

#8 Begging the Question

Page 22
                        

How do you ‘beg the question’?
 1. By assuming what you have to prove (“Marlboro is healthier to smoke than Dunhill because Marlboro is less dangerous than Dunhill”)
 2. By justifying the premise with the conclusion (“Taylor is a better college than Sunway because there are more students. There are more students in Taylor’s because it’s better than Sunway”)

Page 23
                        

• Voluntary euthanasia is justified because dying people ought to have the right to decide whether to live or die.
 • Barisan Nasional deserves your vote because obviously it’s not worth giving your vote to Pakatan
 • Malaysia is a dangerous place to live in. Can’t you see how many people are migrating? They’re migrating because it’s so dangerous!
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