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                                For Jose Solís and Paul Sherrill, partners in Solís Betancourt, the goal for every interior is a balance between formal and informal, traditional and contemporary, while always keeping comfort and livability in mind. There is a striking simplicity to their arrangement of furniture and art: the look is subtle, never excessive, yet the designers are not afraid to bring in dramatic elements to surprise and enchant the eye. These choices contribute to a look that appears effortless, as though the collection of objects came together little by little over decades.
 
Most notably in a Solís Betancourt room, comfort centers on the sensuous fabrics that might envelop an armchair, cushion a delicate settee, or softly frame a set of French doors. Fabric might be used as an accent, lining niches or bookcases as a background for the objects on display. Or fabric might take on a more important role, covering the ceiling and walls to create a tactile and alluring environment. Nubby linens, shimmering silks, regal damasks, are subtly layered into a serene composition that begs to be touched and enjoyed.
 
These are interiors that offer a moment of transcendence, a glimpse beyond everyday routine. These are rooms to come home to, sanctuaries that offer a sense of protection, tranquility, and beauty.

To read more about Essential Elegance, Jose Solis Betancourt or Paul Sherrill please visit Crown Publishing Group at www.crownpublishing.com
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  6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 i n t r o d u c t i o n
 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
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  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
  2 2 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 2 3 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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  7 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 7 u r b a n t a p e s t r y
 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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  1 6 4 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 6 5 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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  6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 i n t r o d u c t i o n
 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
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  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
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 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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  6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 i n t r o d u c t i o n
 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
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  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
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 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
  6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 i n t r o d u c t i o n
 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
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 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 i n t r o d u c t i o n
 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
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  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
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 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 i n t r o d u c t i o n
 IntroductionThe Soliacutes Betancourt style resists defi nition Their look is all about tactile luxury
 yet it is a luxury that is always understated and refi ned Their style embraces color but
 the subdued palettes they build and layer within every interior do not alone distinguish
 the space Their rooms contain careful arrangements of fi nely crafted antiques yet the
 addition of modern elements contributes to a timeless aesthetic experience In sum
 the Soliacutes Betancourt philosophy is about context their design is meaningful because
 it r elies o n t he f ull p articipation o f t he cl ient a c omplete u nderstanding o f h ow a
 family will live in and enjoy a given space and an attention to detail that transforms
 the home into an ever-evolving refl ection of the ownerrsquos life
 For S oliacutes B etancourt t his u nderstanding o f c ontext a lways be gins w ith a n
 appreciation for the interior architecture of a house Joseacute Soliacutesrsquos architectural training
 becomes apparent in the meticulous treatment of elevations a nd a h ighly developed
 sense of proportion and symmetry Spatial relationships of sca le and a xial vistas are
 carefully considered as are the visual and practical implications of every detail ldquoThe
 basic t ruth is t hat beau tiful a rchitecture r eally d oes n ot r equire m uch d ecoratingrdquo
 says Soliacutes
 Naturally the architectural requirements for each p roject vary Paul Sherrill and
 Soliacutes h ave d esigned h ouses f rom t he g round u p a nd t hey h ave a ssisted cl ients i n
 identifying property to purchase before g uiding t hem t hrough a renovation process
 In c onsidering i nteriors t hey m ight embe llish a p lain sp ace w ith ca sed o penings
 crown moldings and wainscoting to create a period feel or conversely they might play
 a reductive role stripping interiors to minimal contemporary settings In such a space
 the s trategic p lacement o f a n i mportant p iece o f f urnituremdasha B aroque c onsole o r
 Regency armoire for examplemdashcan serve an architectural function
 A sen se of p lace h as a p rofound ef fect o n t he w ay S oliacutes B etancourt en visions a
 project T he ma jority o f t heir h ouses a re l ocated a long t he E ast Co ast a nd i n t he
 Caribbean F or S oliacutes w ho g rew u p i n Puer to R ico t he is land v ernacular c omes
 naturally In sev eral p rojects h e h as t ranslated t his aes thetic i nto t he e pitome o f
 tropical elegance comfortable and full of sensuality Many of the fi rmrsquos residences are
 in the Washington D C area ldquoI think that the Chesapeake and Potomac region has
 gone unnoticed as a place for great design because of Washingtonrsquos role as the seat of
 government a nd powerrdquo says Sherrill ldquoHowever t here is a r elaxed style i n t he a rea
 that is an amalgam of our nationrsquos own diverse styles mixed in with a dose of Southern
 infl uencerdquo A N orth Ca rolina n ative S herrill is f ully c onversant w ith t he g racious
 sophistication and hospitable spirit of Southern homes
 But the sense of place that inspires design need not be so literal Many clients who
 describe t heir v ision exp ress a l ove f or a f ar-off d estination T he c ountryside o f
 Normandy ca n bec ome t he i nspirational m otif o r t he pea rly l ight o f De lft a s
 depicted in an interior by Vermeer Sherrill and Soliacutes invite their clients to bring
 images of rooms and furnishings that they like as well as images they dislike This
 exercise helps the clients consolidate their own ideas into a vision which the designers
 then translate and organize into a tangible framework During subsequent client
 meetings Sherrill and Soliacutes present a design proposal fi lled with elaborate drawings
 that show t he interior a rchitecture proposed f urniture a rrangements a nd window
 and fl oor t reatments Sa mples of t he materials a nd fi nishes a lso help i llustrate t he
 plan being suggested
 Sherrill and Soliacutes value the collaborative process that takes place among the design
 experts a nd a rtisans o n a p roject T he cl ose a lliance be tween i nterior d ecorator
 architect a nd la ndscape designer helps to generate a c ommon vision in which every
 detail fi ts together in a comprehensive and seamless manner The drawings eventually
 become i nstructional d ocuments f or c ommunication w ith a n ext ensive n etwork o f
  1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
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 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
  7 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 7 u r b a n t a p e s t r y
 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
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  2 2 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 2 3 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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1 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 1 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 A Neutral PaletteTucked a mid t he foliage of Washingtonrsquos Rock Creek Park t his house combines old-
 world charm with the best of modern city living Once a cinder-block eyesore on a block
 fi lled with stately ma nsions t he modest cottage has been t ransformed i nto a cla ssical
 pavilion that takes full advantage of beautiful parkland views For the interiors Sherrill
 and Soliacutes envisioned a refi ned combination of traditional and contemporary elements
 The residence may seem t iny from its delicate facade but a grand staircase in the
 entry f oyer i mmediately p repares g uests t o r ethink t heir i nitial expect ations
 Confi guring a gracious fl oor plan required gutting the interiors and replacing a central
 chimneystack in the entry with a skylit opening that illuminates the waterfall staircase
 below Its iron balustrade guides visitors downstairs to the public rooms on the lower
 level where stained wood windows and French doors frame the majestic forest views
 The overall color scheme of the house is a blend of muted creams and taupes punctuated
 with hints of steely blue and amethyst A masterful layering of textures and materials
 enriches t his t onally even p alette R ough-hewn bea ms g ive t he r ooms a n a ged a nd
 historic feel that is balanced by the crisp lines of the coffered ceilings
 In t he l iving r oom l inen d raperies d ivide t he g rand sp ace i nto m ore i ntimate
 seating areas The clean lines of the cocoa-colored mohair sofa and linen upholstered
 club chairs complement the clientrsquos collection of French and Asian antiques In another
 corner a ch aise is ad orned w ith velvet a nd chenille d amask p illows a nd a ch annel-
 quilted silk throw Chunky sea-grass carpets and a patterned Chinese rug break up the
 expanse of the stone and gray-washed wooden fl oors
 A massive concrete fi replace was added to give solidity to the airy room
  2 2 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 2 3 a n e u t r a l p a l e t t e
 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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  7 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 7 u r b a n t a p e s t r y
 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 In the entrance hall a suede and nailhead upholstered mirror hangs above a French console A trellis covered in willow branches provides shelter from the sun and privacy in the outdoor courtyard
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  7 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 7 u r b a n t a p e s t r y
 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
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 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
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 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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7 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 7 u r b a n t a p e s t r y
 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
  9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
  1 9 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 9 1 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 12
                        

7 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 7 7 u r b a n t a p e s t r y
 Urban TapestryPaul Sherrillrsquos jewel box apartment in downtown Washington is a s tylish ode to city
 living L ocated i n a h istoric b uilding t he r esidence bo asts h igh c eilings ca sement
 windows a nd t wo working fi replaces T he space is s mall but r ichly a ppointed w ith
 ample room for gracious l iving and entertaining Sherrill was inspired by his love of
 sixteenth-century D utch p aintings o f i nteriors i n w hich t extiles a rt a nd a ntiques
 form a l uscious a nd r efl ective se tting H is d esign t ells a s tory b ringing t ogether a
 personal collection of art and furnishings gathered over the years during travels around
 the world
 A dramatic Venetian drapery in the foyer beckons to guests In the l iving room
 objects f rom a v ariety o f per iods b lend t ogether h armoniously A b aroque t apestry
 hangs ad jacent t o H arry G atesrsquos m odern ca nvas w hile l eather a nd w rought-iron
 taborets contrast with Lucite tables nearby A nineteenth-century Italian landscape in
 front of the window makes a visual pun directing the eye to look outside for another
 tree-fi lled view Pale hardwood fl oors lighten the interiors while a sisal carpet keeps
 the room from feeling too formal
 Southern hospitality mixes with northern European grandeur in the oval dining
 room Pu nctuating t he F ortuny-inspired w all c overing v intage T iffany po rcelains
 alternate w ith a c ollection of hunting t rophies references to Sherrillrsquos ch ildhood i n
 Three mixed-media paintings by Brazilian artist Dudu Garcia hang above a Chesterfi eld sofaOVERLEAF The fl ared arms of the sofa are a contemporary interpretation of the traditional Knole design
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 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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 Celebrating Caribbean Culture
 This inviting stucco villa at the Dorado Beach resort on the northern coast of Puerto
 Rico was designed as a w eekend oasis where the cl ients and their guests can enjoy a
 vibrant c ollection o f c ontemporary Puer to R ican a rtworks T he v illa f unctions a s
 both a private gallery and a setting for entertaining
 Sherrill a nd S oliacutes w ho h ad w orked cl osely w ith t he C olon-Nevares f amily o n
 previous projects sought to design a neutral architectural envelope with a restrained
 decor that would give the colorful paintings and sculptures center stage
 Marmorino plastered walls travertine fl oors and weathered wooden beams give
 the i nterior a r ustic f eel a s d o t he o il-rubbed b ronze fi nishes o f t he ra ilings d oor
 handles and cabinet pulls All of these elements blend together with the warm earthy
 palette the textured cotton and l inen upholstery ra ffi a accents and woven bamboo
 window shades The overall sense of serenity and monastic ca lm brings forward the
 vivid colors and wild brush strokes of the paintings strong reminders of the Caribbean
 culture that is celebrated at this house
 Large-scale ca nvases a re f ocal po ints f or t he s itting a reas i n t he d ouble-height
 living r oom A p ainting b y A rnaldo R oche-Rabell f aces Di oacutegenes Ba llesterrsquos en er-
 getic work across the room The design also pays tribute to the clientsrsquo warm sense of
 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
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 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
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9 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 9 7 c e l e b r a t i n g c a r i b b e a n c u l t u r e
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 In the living room Dioacutegenes Ballesterrsquos expressive painting hangs above a tailored sofa covered in chenille
  1 5 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 5 7 m e c o x m o n o c h r o m e
 Mecox MonochromeThe gabled roof walled courtyard a nd softly r ustling olive t rees of t his property a re
 more strongly evocative of the spirit of southern France than that of the Hamptons The
 owners wanted a vacation home that was quietly luxurious yet casual enough to withstand
 the sandy feet and wet bathing suits that are part of summertime family gatherings
 Soliacutes B etancourt be gan b y g iving t he 1 960s h ouse a m uch-needed u pdate T he
 roofl ine w as ra ised t o g ive t he c entral l iving a rea m ore h eight a nd ma ke r oom f or
 bedrooms u pstairs A v estibule was added to t he entry a rea a nd t he courtyard was
 refreshed with stone paving and an antique fountain The result is a residence with a
 European feel that also integrates into the local architecture of Water Mill New York
 In t he l iving r oom S herrill a nd S oliacutes r emoved a ll ex isting ca sed a rchways a nd
 bleached t he red cedar bea ms to l ighten t he space T he supports were left exposed
 accentuating the rustic farmhouse style Wrought-iron brackets and stays were added
 to g ive t he bea ms a m ore substantial presence A la rge stone t able a nchors t he t wo
 seating areas and acts as an impromptu dining table when inclement weather keeps
 gatherings indoors On axis with the stone fi replace an intricate Italian mirror hovers
 gracefully on a linen backdrop
 The water views of Mecox Bay inspired the subdued interior palette a meacutelange of
 muted grays and blues To achieve this seemingly effortless layering of tones and the
 suggestion of dilapidated grandeur Sherrill and Soliacutes stained the terra-cotta fl oor tiles
 a light gray covered the walls with coats of beige violet and gray-pigmented plaster and
 chose tactile upholsteries and carpets rich in pattern but subtle in color Paintings with
 soft colorations were placed in prominent axial locations Antiques with an aged patina
 complete the dreamy old-world atmosphere
 An architectural fragment creates a fanciful console table for the entry hallOVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt worked with architect
 Brian Boyle to create a courtyard that has a European elegance
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 Painted iron garden chairs add a touch of whimsy to the tailored look of the daughterrsquos suite In the master bedroom casement window sashes were retrofi tted as closet doors
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  17 0 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e
 ABOVE The kitchen has hammered zinc countertops and rough-hewn open shelves which provide easy access to a collection of creamware dishes OPPOSITE A found cupboard
 lined with antique toile is tucked in a niche in the breakfast area
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  1 8 6 e s s e n t i a l e l e g a n c e 1 8 7 t r o p i c a l m o n t a g e
 Tropical MontageHidden a mid t he l ush t ropical f oliage of Sa n Juanrsquos Sa n Patricio n eighborhood t his
 grand estate encapsulates a familyrsquos history and elegant style The owners had renovated
 the structure in the 1970s when they fi rst acquired the property but the time had come
 to restore and rejuvenate the interior and exterior while simplifi ng the maintenance
 Soliacutes Betancourtrsquos goal was to design a l ighter fresher interior architecture while
 respecting the existing style that had become emblematic of the familyrsquos history and
 sense of tradition This involved eliminating crown moldings and simplifying casings
 on the arched doorways W hite lacquer furnishings give a u nity and lightness to the
 renovated interiors Extending the black and white marble fl oors throughout the house
 provided visual continuity Simple forms upholstered in soft colors set off the gilt cut
 crystal and ornate wood carving of the antiques
 In t he l ibrary w arm c ocoa t ones en hance t he o riginal m illwork a nd cr eate a n
 intimate se tting i n w hich t o ad mire Aug usto Ma rinrsquos p ainting I vory u pholstery
 lightens the mood while referencing the principal palette of the house
 Olga Albizursquos bold canvas Yellow hovers like a golden sun amid the Venetian plaster
 lacquered f urnishings a nd cr ystal fi xtures of t he d ining r oom Nearby Peter Foxrsquos
 Uniformal provides an energetic burst of color to the adjacent gallery Cuban artist Zilia
 Sanchezrsquos sculptural ca nvas hanging above one of t wo sofas in t he l iving room is a
 fi ne example of minimalist art
 The designers were careful to maintain elements of 1970s chic as well A c urved
 partition with heavy mirrored panels was translated into a dazzling wall of artist-made
 Ormolu-mounted marble urns fl ank the archway to the living room OVERLEAF Soliacutes Betancourt sought the help of architect Evelio Pina for the recent renovation
 Pinarsquos father was the architect for the 1970s renovation
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 A custom mirror mosaic lines the curved wall of the dramatic circular staircase in the entry hallOVERLEAF A sculptural canvas by Zilia Sanchez hangs in the living room
 mirror mosaics T he wall creates a d ramatic se tting for t he s taircase w ith its b lack
 marble treads and brass rails In the living room a structural column covered in black
 mirrored glass was preserved as an axial connection to the bold black and white marble
 pattern i n t he en try a rea R e-creating t he m oderne w ooden g rilles o n t he ex terior
 windows in metal not only l ightened their appearance but a lso made them weather
 resistant The same grilles were removed from railings on the upper balconies to open
 up the garden views
 An essential component of the project was the design of an opulent master bedroom
 suite on the ground fl oor The blue and green palette provides a meditative calmness
 while also referencing the pool and water gardens outside
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