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Emilio's Kapre FriendMade by Carlos Gabriel G. Aquino from 5-F
 An adaption of the old
 folktale that Emilio
 Aguinaldo had a kapre
 friend.
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Short Description Of The KapreThe Kapre is a giant that smokes a cigar and lives in a balete tree and, to most Filipinos, harmful. But a folktale tells that Emilio Aguinaldo had a kapre under a bridge near his mansion which he befriended and gave him powers that helped him in battle.
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Emilio Aguinaldo walked down a bridge to go to his comrades to discuss the plans for the next attack
 against the Spaniards. He hears a large noise under the bridge. Startled, he went under the bridge and saw
 something he never saw before: a kapre. Shocked, he reached for his revolver and pointed it at the kapre. Emilio shouted, “Go away!”. ( Actually, he spoke in
 Filipino and said “Alis!” but it has been translated.)The kapre replied, “Don't shoot! I can give you something if
 you don't shoot.” Slowly, Emilio lowered his gun and said, “ What can you give me?”. “ I can give you a magic stone. It can make you immune to any attack.You'll be
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invincible!”, said the kapre. The kapre gave Emilio the magic charm and he took a good look at it. It was white and shiny. He looked at the place where the kapre was
 and noticed he was gone. He went back up to the bridge and continued his walk to his comrades' base to discuss
 the plan. ° ° °
 During the battle, Emilio Aguinaldo noticed that he was fighting very well during the battle. He dodged every
 bullet the Spaniards shot and shot them back with such accuracy. His comrades congratulated him after the
 battle. That night, he went under the bridge where he met
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the kapre. After calling the kapre for a few hours, the kapre finally dropped off a balete tree he was hiding in. Emilio said,“ Here, I want to give this back to you.” He
 held the magic stone in his hand. “You can keep it. Do you have any weapons on you?” Emilio shook his head. He
 asked,“What is your name?”. “My name is Dahon.”, said Dahon. Soon, he helped Emilio in all his battles, giving him
 military advice, and even being his personal guard, once protecting his house from Spaniards by deflecting their
 bullets back at them. °°°
 As the years passed, Emilio Aguinaldo and Dahon
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became more of friends than military comrades. Once, Dahon showed his kapre family and they had a fun time. “You know, when I was a kid, I always threw stones under the bridge at a weird-looking tree that looked like it was staring at me.”, said Emilio. Dahon said, “Ha! That was probably my dad. He used to observe you humans. He
 even made friends with one. But, one day he went into the woods and never came back.”, a sad Dahon said.
 °°° A few years later, Dahon went up from the bridge and went into Emilio's mansion to visit him. But when he went inside, he saw his body lying on the floor. Emilio said, “Take me to
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a hospital, Dahon.” So Dahon picked up Emilio, rushed to the nearest hospital he could find and dropped him on
 the doorstep. Hiding in a tree next to Emilio's room, he heard the doctor say that Emilio couldn't survive. Extremely sad, he went into the woods his father
 disappeared into and hid in a tree, destined to stay there for eternity.
 The End
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