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Elements of Fiction
 Mr. DinkelReading
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Setting
 Setting is the times and places in which the events of the story occur. Most stories have multiple settings which have been created by the author to tell the story.
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Setting of Place
 • The setting is the place where the story happens, such as a town, a city, an island in the Pacific, Wyoming, Peru, London, Cairo and Holcomb.
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Setting of Time
 • The setting of time tells when the story takes place. It can be in the past or even into the future. The time may be specific such as 1861, or vague like one sunny day in July.
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Plot:• The plot of a story is the series of events created by the author to tell
 the story.
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Plot
 • The exposition is the beginning of the story that gives details about the setting, the characters, etc. before the action starts.
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PLOT
 • Plot may be discussed in terms of:
 •Rising action
 •Climax
 •Falling action
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Rising Action
 • The term rising action refers to the events before a climax
 Rising Action
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Climax• The climax may be defined as the
 highest point of interest in a story and it is the point at which one (or more) of the conflicts is resolved. If there is more than one conflict in the story, there may be more than one climax.
 Rising Action
 Climax
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Falling Action
 • The term falling action refers to the events which occur after the climax.
 Rising Action
 Falling Action
 Climax
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Resolution
 • The resolution takes place when the climax has reached its peak and the problem has been resolved.
 • Following the resolution of the conflict, a new conflict may begin.
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ConflictConflict is the element of the story which shows the concerns of the central characters. There are some universal conflicts which are often identified by the terms: character vs. character, character vs. self, character vs. society, character vs. nature. One or more of these may be used by an author to tell a story and to present a theme or a set of themes.
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Conflict
 • External Conflicts– Man vs. Man– Man vs. Nature– Man vs. Society
 • Internal Conflict– Man vs. Self
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Man vs. Man
 • Conflict takes place between the main character and another person in the story.
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Man vs. Nature
 • Conflict takes place between the main character and the forces of nature, such as the mountain wilderness, the sea, or a wild animal. (Example: “Hatchet” by Gary Paulson)
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Man vs. Society
 • Conflict exists between the main character and society in general.
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Man vs. Self
 • The main character has to deal with a conflict within himself, whether it is mental, physical or emotional. He must overcome the conflict to move on in their life.
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Characters
 • In some instances, such as in historical fiction, there may be real human beings who lived during the time period of the story. A good writer creates characters that the reader cares about. The reader may love them or hate them, respect them, or hold contempt for them, but the writer has created and evoked those emotions by the selection of details provided about the characters.
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Characters
 The characters are the humans, animals, or
 fantasized beings who are created by the
 author to act w
 ithin a story fo
 r the author's
 purposes.
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Types of Characters
 • Round
 • Dynamic
 • Flat
 • Static
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Characters
 • Round characters are convincing and true to life. They have many different and sometimes conflicting personality traits. For example, they may be angry and explosive towards another character, but at the same time be compassionate and caring towards a different person in the story.

Page 23
                        

Characters
 • Flat characters are usually stereotyped, shallow and often symbolic. They only have one or two personality traits.
 • Static characters do not change in the course of the story.
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Characters
 • Dynamic – Characters undergo some type of change or development in the story, often because of something that happens to them. They may develop new personality traits because of an event that takes place in their life as told in the story.
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Persons in a work of Fiction• Protagonist- the main character in the
 story. Generally considered to be the “good guy” or hero in the story. Most of the main events in the story have an impact on this character.
 • Antagonist – the villain in the story, or the character who is in conflict with the protagonist.
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Point of View
 • Point of view is the angle from which the story is told.
 • Four different points of view– Innocent eye– Stream of
 Consciousness– First Person– Omniscient (Third Person)
 • Omniscient Limited• Omniscient Objective

Page 28
                        

Innocent eye
 • Told through the eyes of a child, the story takes on a childlike quality because his/her judgment is different from that of an adult
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Stream of Consciousness
 • The story is told so that the reader feels as if they are inside the head of one character and knows all their thoughts and reactions.
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First Person
 • The story is told by the protagonist or one of the characters who interacts closely with the protagonist or other characters
 • Uses the pronouns: I, me, we, you, etc.• The reader sees the story through this
 person’s eyes as he/she experiences it and only knows what he/she knows or feels.
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Omniscient (Third person)
 • Author narrates the story by using the omniscient point of view. He moves from one character to another, one event to another and has access to the thought feelings actions and motivations of the characters and can introduce information whenever he chooses.
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Omniscient Limited
 • Author tells the story in third person.
 • Uses pronouns: he, she, they, them, it, etc.
 • Only knows what one character knows and what the author allows him/her to tell the reader. We only see the thoughts and feelings of other characters if they reveal them.
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Omniscient Objective
 • Story told in third person.• Uses pronouns: he, she, them, they, it, etc.• We follow the characters throughout the story and
 can see and hear what is going on with all of the characters.
 • There is no comment made about the character or their thoughts.
 • Reader is placed in a position of being a spectator to the action and must interpret events on their own.
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Theme
 • Theme is the central unifying element of the story which ties together all of the other elements of fiction used by the author to tell the story. It indicates the pivotal ideas around which the author was writing. In order to identify a theme of a story, one must know the whole story.
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Examples of Theme
 • Things are not always as the appear to be
 • Love is blind• Believe in yourself• People are afraid of change• Don’t judge a book by its cover• Good triumphs over evil• Surviving against the odds
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Literary Genres• Realistic Fiction• Historical Fiction• Science Fiction/Fantasy• Biography• Autobiography• Non-Fiction• Legends/Myths/Tall Tales• Fairy Tales and Fables• Drama• Poetry
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