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 The Arts at NIUJoin us for our internationally-recognized arts events during the upcoming school year!
 View our calendar at www.vpa.niu.edu/cvpa/events, and like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/theartsatniu.
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 What local airport was built by the U.S. Navy during World War II and was used to develop and test the TDR drones that became the basis for cruise missiles?
 What local airport has runways that are longer than the ones at Chicago’s Midway Airport and can accommodate jets as large as McDonnell Douglas DC9’s and Boeing 737’s?
 Where can you have the experience of sitting behind the controls of an airplane for a twenty-minute flight for as little as fifty-five dollars?
 What local airport has an aviation program for high school students located on-site that was inducted into the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame in 2008?
 What airport is the headquarters of Win Aviation, one of the largest leaser’s of parachuting aircraft in the country?
 What local business, according to a study by the State of Illinois, is responsible for 10.7 million dollars of economic impact on the local economy?
 Now ask yourself honestly, if this wasn’t a magazine focusing on DeKalb County, would you have guessed that DeKalb’s Taylor Municipal Airport was the answer to all of those trivia questions?
 ECONOMIC IMPACTProbably the most tangible way the DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport benefits the local community is economically.
 “The airport is the economic engine for any community. It’s so important and so vital. When new companies and corporations want to go to an area, they look for an airport. The city of DeKalb and the surrounding area is very lucky to have such a great airport, with great leadership. It’s a jewel for the community,” said Bruce Griffith, Director of the KEC high school aviation program that is located at the airport.
 Retail companies like Target, Walmart, Lowes, and Menards have used the DeKalb airport extensively, as well as agricultural companies Monsanto and Pioneer. But corporate executives and local businesses aren’t the only people in the community who can benefit from the services offered at DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport. Here is a listing of some of the services that are available to all members of the community.
 They offer “Discovery Flights” through the Fly America Flight School, which is located at the airport. For as little as $55, you can sit in the pilot’s seat for a twenty-minute flight and experience getting behind the controls of the plane. Fly America provides this service as a loss leader, with the knowledge that many people who experience flying an airplane get hooked and will want to start working toward getting a private pilot’s license.
 Fly America provides instruction from zero time all the way up to a commercial license. It usually costs between eight thousand and ten thousand dollars to earn a private pilot’s license, which would allow you to fly almost anywhere in the country.
 Licensed pilots can rent airplanes from Fly America for about $125 per hour.
 There is a viewing area where families can picnic while watching planes take off and land. There are also speakers that allow spectators to listen to the pilots’ communications.
 Groups can charter flights out of DTMA. For some out-of-way destinations, a convenient charter flight may be a financially viable alternative to a commercial flight.
 The airport serves air ambulances that fly injured people to hospitals for treatment.
 Medical teams fly in and out of the airport to get live organs from donors to recipients.
 DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport
 Reaching Reaching New HeightsNew Heights
 6 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 BY Stephen Haberkorn
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 The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) has a Young Eagles program at the DeKalb Airport twice a year (2nd Saturday in June and 2nd Saturday in August), where kids from ages 8-17 can go up in a plane for free, as a way of encouraging interest in aviation careers.
 You can take a sightseeing tour or take aerial photographs of DeKalb County. Local farmers often take advantage of these services in order to assess the condition of their fields around late-summer or early-fall.
 Finally, the airport services Northern Illinois University in a number of ways. Alumni often use DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport to charter flights in to DeKalb for football games and other events, as well as chartering flights out to see the Huskies play all over the country. “You get a bunch of people on an airplane, it’s not that bad anymore,” said Tom Cleveland, Airport Manager.
 The airport also serves as a means of bringing in speakers for functions at the university.
 Cleveland says that he is hoping to partner with NIU even more, including flying the entire football team and their opponents in and out of DeKalb for games. They are hoping to get a new classification soon that will allow them to do that.
 Many local people don’t appreciate how nice of an airport they have servicing the DeKalb County area, but those who use it regularly certainly don’t take it for granted.
 “It’s an excellent facility. It’s an all-weather facility, with a lot of runway availability. The services here are excellent. They’ve got some really good people running it who are way ahead of their time. It’s very well-managed and very well put together,” said Jeff Kohlert, owner of Fly America Flight School.
 With plans for future expansion of their facilities, the DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport will continue to meet the needs of the growing DeKalb County community in anexcellent manner.
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 Downtown DeKalbtapa La Luna re-opened in 2012 under new ownership. It is an international Tapas and wine restaurant with a cozy atmosphere featuring the best selection of wine in DeKalb and delicious food from all over the world, including Thai spring rolls, bruschetta, prime rib sliders, dinner salads, lobster pizza, sushi, chipotle chicken paninis, and bleu cheese tenderloin with grilled asparagus. They are now open for lunch on Wednesdays. 815/217-0990 • tapalaluna.com
 Mediterraneo opened in 2009. They feature Middle-Eastern/ Mediterranean cuisine, primarily focusing on home-cooked Syrian dishes. They also have fusion dishes they’ve created since being open, such as chicken fajitas and pitaza. They make their own sauce that they put on their pitas. They now have a beer and wine bar, with a lot of Turkish and Lebanese alcohol and wines from around the world. 815/758-8450 • mediterraneodekalb.com
 eduardo’s opened in 1982. They feature upscale Mexican dining and a very full bar. Every meal begins with complimentary chips and salsa. They are famous for their margaritas, pollo del rey, grilled shrimp tacos, and sizzling fajitas, served with refried beans or Mexican rice. The diverse menu also includes salmon dishes, tampiquena, and various steaks, and they are constantly creating new menu items. 815/758-2677 • eduardosdekalb.com
 thai Pavilion, open since 1994, serves generous portions of fresh, authentic Thai and Asian food, with options for vegetarians and vegans. It is a popular dining option for people of all Asian backgrounds who are longing for traditional Asian food. People really enjoy their curries, soups, and their lime tofu, lime chicken, and basil roll appetizers. A lot of people take advantage of their Thai spicy options. They put a lot of work into making their own fresh sauces, including their sweet and sour sauce, on site. 815/756-6445 • thaipavilionskokie.com
 When it comes to fine dining in Northern Illinois, only a select few cities in the world, such as Paris, New York, and San Francisco can match the quality and range of restaurants found in the Chicago area.
 But if you live in DeKalb County, in addition to a number of solid casual dining choices, you can still find a surprisingly wide selection of fine cuisine an hour away from the bright lights of the big city – as long as you are willing to slightly alter your definition of fine dining.
 “I don’t think it’s necessarily fine dining anymore,’ said Natalie Waeghe, owner of Nat’s on Maple in Sycamore. “I think it’s more upscale casual. People like to dress up or dress down, but still come out and have a special occasion meal. People are really just looking for good food in a great atmosphere.”
 If you eliminate the traditional white tablecloth requirement, and account for the trend towards more casual dress in our culture at large, fine dining options abound in DeKalb County, including the restaurants discussed below.
 Culinarydelights
 BY Stephen Haberkorn
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 the Hillside Restaurant has been around since 1955, featuring home style, traditional meals. They have classic American, Italian, and German cuisine and are known for their great seasonal menu choices. They serve tasty minestrone soup, steaks and ribs, as well as vegan and vegetarian options. The excellent service and candle-lit setting make this a great date night restaurant. Popular dessert items include rhubarb, cherry, and apple crunch pies. 815/756-4749 • hillsiderestaurant.com
 o’Leary’s Restaurant and Pub has been open since 2004. The Irish pub prides itself on having the best selection of draught beer in DeKalb, and being the only pub in DeKalb with a 3 Floyds account. Their corned beef and cabbage is really popular around St. Patrick’s Day. Menu items across the board feature reubens and other sandwiches, fall-off-the-bone ribs, salads, steaks, pasta, and really good Irish egg rolls. They have a banquet facility upstairs that can seat 150 for private parties, an outdoor patio and live music. 815/748-0000 • olearyspubandgrill.com
 Hometown sports Bar & Grill opened in 2011. There is not a bad seat in the house at this sports bar featuring pub grub cuisine. They put a little bit of a twist on their sandwiches, recreating popular sandwiches from around the country with products that are offered in the Midwest. For instance, they have a Philly cheesesteak re-made into the Broadstreet Bully, and a New Orleans po’boy called the “Cool Breeze.” They have a large selection of food items, with burgers and wings as their go-to items. They make their jumbo wings in-house and do a lot of sauces from scratch. They have jalapeno poppers made with fresh jalapeños and home-made sauce. 815/217-3325 • hometownsportsbar.com
 DeKalbFanatico opened in 2012. They serve authentic Italian cuisine for any type of event. They are best known for their specialty pasta dishes, veal marsala, chicken verde, seafood linguine, frutti de mare, etc. They have a large facility with different dining partitions and an outdoor patio. 815/517-0392
 Mikimoto Japanese steakhouse, opened in 2010, is a Japanese Hibachi grill. You get to have great food and also be entertained by a show from the Hibachi chefs, who cook in front of you and perform tricks. High-quality sushi comes out well-plated, with surprising presentations, especially for their green turtle rolls and lobster rolls. Upscale menu items include calamari, filet mignon, and lobster. They have a full-service bar. Many unique sushi rolls and drinks are created exclusively in house. The restaurant is good for date nights or big parties. 815/748-1212 • dekalbmikimoto.com
 Fushi Yami, since 2008, offers very similar cuisine to Mikimotos, but in a more relaxed atmosphere and with a quicker pace. There are some types of sushi rolls that you can’t get at Mikimoto and vice-versa. Fushi Yami doesn’t have as many kinds of sushi; they focus on the ones that are most popular. They also create unique, specialty sushi rolls. 815/748-8868 • fushiyami.com
 Yen Ching has been a DeKalb fixture since 1986. They serve large portions of authentic Chinese food with friendly service. Popular items include crab rangoon appetizers, moo shu pork, kung pao chicken, and many more. 815/758-2007
 Pizza Villa opened in DeKalb in 1956, and moved to their current location in 1968. The restaurant has a unique, family-oriented atmosphere, including a game room, and is best-known for its pizza and pasta. The dough is made fresh every day, home-made sauces, locally-bought meat and fresh toppings. They also have good broasted chicken and other menu items. They can seat 390 people on five different levels, making it a popular choice for large groups. 815/758-8116 • pizzavilla.com
 Downtown Sycamorenat’s on Maple opened in 2004. They serve trendy comfort food in a cozy, intimate atmosphere. Their best sellers are Cedar Plank Salmon, Pot Roast, and a great Jambalaya, if you like spicy food. They have great homemade and hand-mashed potatoes, and a full-service bar, as well. They will close off one room or the whole restaurant for events and parties, and do off-site catering around and outside the area. They also host weddings. 815/895-4243 • natsonmaple.com
 taxco Mexican Restaurant opened in 1992. They have a large menu with authentic Mexican dishes, featuring Enchiladas en Mole Estilo Teloloapan, sizzling hot steak fajitas, tacos, and combination platters. They are known for their margaritas and their huge selection of tequila (over 370 different brands), as well as their lively atmosphere. Tortillas are made fresh in the window and guacamole is prepared tableside by abuelitas. 815/895-2545 • taxcorestaurant.com
 Maple ParkAcquaviva Winery opened in 2010 in Maple Park and is planning to open a location in Downtown Sycamore in July of this year. It is a family-owned 40-acre estate vineyard and full-service winery located at the corner of Route 38 and Meredith Road. The 20,000 sq. ft. facility includes a tasting bar, Neapolitan-style pizza bistro, a winemaking production center, and private event space. The winery boasts beautiful architecture and hand-painted art. 630/365-0333 • acquavivawinery.com
 sorrento’s Restaurant in Maple Park offers fine Italian and American cuisine in a private and elegant setting since 1974. Their specialties include Aged Prime Rib, Broiled Lobster Tail, Hickory Smoked Barbecue Ribs, Steak, and Seafood. They have private banquet rooms available for up to 100 people. They are undoubtedly one of the more upscale local dining establishments. 815/895-5466 • sorrentosranch.com
 Dessertssweet Dream Desserts in Sycamore has developed a cult-like following for their cupcakes since opening in 2006. Their butter cream-filled delicacies are legendary. Sweet Dream also bakes home-made cookies, cakes and cheesecakes. They also serve continental breakfast items and have a deli-sandwich station, homemade soups, and salads for lunch. 815/756-8150 • sweetdreamdesserts.com
 ollie’s Frozen Custard in Sycamore has been around since 1985. It is so popular that it ranks as the #2 “restaurant” in Sycamore on Trip Advisor, with a five-star rating. Area residents regularly line up fifty-or-more deep on even cool evenings to enjoy their creamy, smooth custard in a wide selection of cones, sundaes, shakes, and more with abundant choices of toppings. 815/758-8222 • olliessycamore.com
 DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 9
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 MAPLE PARK — Karen Schmitt enjoys the fact she doesn’t have to venture far from her Sycamore home in order to drink high-quality wine.
 Schmitt was recently dining at Acquaviva Winery at 47W614 Illinois 38 in Maple Park, with friends during her sister-in-law’s retirement party.
 “Obviously, the wine is the draw,” she said. “It’s a very special place. We don’t have a lot of this so local.”
 Although Acquaviva Winery is located in Kane County, it is in Maple Park, a village that has a portion in DeKalb County. The winery has about 25 employees. Vito Brandonisio has owned the winery for four years and is opening another location in downtown Sycamore in July.
 Acquaviva produces about 55,000 bottles of wine a year. All of the grapes at Acquaviva are grown on site and hand-picked by employees, Brandonisio said. The grapes, which are American hybrids and come from vines as old as 13 years, are then pressed and the juice is fermented to create alcohol. It is then bottled and packaged. Acquaviva’s wines range in price from $16 to $25.
 According to Acquaviva’s website, three wines have won a gold award in the Illinois Wine Competition in Champaign, and three wines have also won a silver award in the International Wine Competition in Finger Lakes, New York.
 “Comments are made by the thousands that the wines we produce here are the finest in the Midwest,” Brandonisio said.
 continue to grow in
 DeKalb County
 Wineries
 10 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 BY Andrea Azzo
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 Statistics by the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau show wineries are one of the most popular searches tourists make. Debbie Armstrong, executive director of the bureau, said her Google Analytics statistics put wineries as the second most popular attraction people search for, after dining.
 “We know people are looking for wineries when they travel,” Armstrong said.
 Acquaviva is not the only option for local wine. Prairie State Winery at 217 W. Main St. in Genoa, is also a short drive away and has a location at 322 West State Street in Sycamore. There’s also Waterman Winery and Vineyards at 11582 Waterman Road, Waterman.
 Waterman Winery, which has received a DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation Award and an Illinois Governor’s Sustainability Award, has 12 acres of grapes and 40 varieties such as French/American hybrid grapes. Some grapevines are more than 10 years old, said co-owner Alexa Tuntland.
 Waterman Winery has been open since 2003 and produces about 8,000 to 10,000 bottles of wine a year. Waterman Winery is actually located on a farm that also grows soybeans and corn, something others were leery of because farmers use chemicals in corn and soybeans that could have affected the grapes, said co-owner Terrie Tuntland.
 “We wanted to be the first ones to do it,” he said. “The goal was to produce grapes and make good wine for DeKalb County.”
 Rick Mamoser, winemaker and Prairie State Winery co-owner, said his business has a regional reputation as an experience-based winery.
 Prairie State has been in business for 15 years and plans to move across the street in mid-June, Mamoser said.
 “There are a variety of reasons for people to come out and experience the whole idea of a winery,” Mamoser said. “Attracting people to DeKalb County, for us, is showing them what a winery is about: enjoying the whole experience.”
 Acquaviva plans to add more experiences for its customers, too. In June, they plan to open a bed and breakfast on the property of their Maple Park location.
 Acquaviva Winery manager Erin Novotny said business has evolved since she started in July 2010. Nowadays, Acquaviva Winery has become a venue for weddings and parties, she said.
 People come from as far as Georgia, Iowa and even California to sample the wines, she said.
 “We provide Maple Park a tourist spot,” Novotny said. “People come here because of us. Sometimes, people want to see the small town. We point them in the direction.”
 Oswego resident Stephanie Wennmacher recently enjoyed a small meal and wine with her friends.
 Wennmacher, who hadn’t had the opportunity yet to explore other destinations Maple Park and the surrounding areas have to offer, said Acquaviva Winery is an unexpected place in the middle of a rural area. It certainly stands out from the landscape,” she said. “It’s a nice place to sit and have a glass of wine or nice meal.”
 DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 11
 Photos Above: Acquaviva Winery winemaker Sergio Benavides, of Chile, stands in the barrel room of the Maple Park winery.
 Benavides, talks about the different wine grape varities while in the Maple Park vineyard. The winery has an on-site restaurant, wine market, and will soon open a bed and breakfast on the grounds.
 Photo to the Left: All of the wines at Acquaviva Winery have won awards locally or nationally. The Donna Mia medaled in the Illinois State Fair Wine Competition and is a house favorite.
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 Karen Hoyle thinks horses have improved her life physically, emotionally and mentally since she was first introduced to them at 4 years old. “Horses are amazing creatures,” said Hoyle, of DeKalb. “There are a lot of great barns around the Midwest. It’s fun and rewarding.”
 Hoyle is just one of many riders in DeKalb County. There are also many options for boarders and lessons in the county. Runaway Ranch in Sycamore offers horseback riding lessons in both English and Western Disciplines, clinics, weddings, kids’ camps and more. Stonebridge Equestrian Center in DeKalb specializes in jumper, hunter and dressage lessons, and customizes training to suit all needs, beginner to advanced levels. Heightened Potential Co. in Kirkland offers entirely different services: occupational therapy that incorporates horses as therapy partners. Incorporating horses into one’s life doesn’t mean a far travel in DeKalb County.
 Hoyle takes lessons at Merriehill Farm, 6715 Meyer Road, Marengo, and she said she’s been blessed to have an “awesome” trainer in Mark Bodnar. “Trainers are an important part of the journey,” Hoyle said. “Do your homework and research if you plan to ride horses. Find a barn and trainer that offers what you need. Don’t be afraid to ask questions.”
 Hoyle travels to shows around the country to perform. She said she’s found the most support from her family.
 “It’s competitive and expensive,” Hoyle said. “But my husband, kids and parents – I call them my fan club – they help me balance family, work and riding, and it’s awesome.”
 Although Hoyle is the only one in her family who rides, Sam Finch makes it a family affair.
 Finch had his first brush in the horse world in college when he played polo. After the birth of his daughters, his family got a horse and they joined a shooting club at Amber Sun Acres, 19819 University Road in Malta.
 “We enjoy the sport as a family,” Finch said. “My wife doesn’t, she’s scared to death, but there’s definitely some father/daughter bonding time.”
 Finch said although the family travels, his children take their studies on the road. He said they also learn skills that come with the hard work of feeding and taking care of horses, as well as cleaning stalls. Finch said his family plans to continue to travel and ride horses for quite some time.
 The family is on the road quite a bit for cowboy shooting, which Finch said is the fastest growing equestrian sport.
 “It’s not a money maker but it’s a lot of fun,” Finch said. “And it’s still kind of new to me. But being around friends and having family time is a lot of fun.”
 Bill Phelps and his wife, Anne, who own Amber Sun Acres, offer shooting clubs on their premises. Phelps grew up around horses, so when he purchased the family farm from his father, horses just started showing up.
 An equestrian experience for the
 entire family
 Horses
 12 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 BY Jessi Haish
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 147 N. Second St. in Downtown DeKalb
 (815) 756-7788
 Exquisite salon and spa services for both men and women.
 Up-scale cuts • Colors / highlights
 Perms • Pedicures and manicures
 Spa treatments • Waxing of all types
 Facials for all skin types
 Swedish massage
 Deep tissue massage
 Relaxation massage
 Complimentary Gift for
 New Clients
 Keeping Community in Banking!
 Genoa Sandwich Somonauk 815-784-5101 815-786-9292 815-498-2396 815-786-2115
 “I want a bank that
 KNOWSMEaccount number.”
 not just my
 hbtbank.com
 Community_KnowMe_DeKalbCoMag_2014.indd 1 5/27/2014 11:58:30 AM
 “First we were boarding one horse,” Phelps said. “Then one horse turned into many more.”
 Today, Amber Sun Acres can hold 25 horses at full capacity. Phelps said there’s almost always someone around, as it’s their job to keep an eye on the horses when boarders aren’t. However, the work doesn’t end with just boarding horses. Cowboys can sometimes be seen on the property, as the arena is sometimes used for shooting practice by various shooting clubs.
 Phelps said he goes beyond “just boarding.” Cookouts, shooting clubs, and indoor and outdoor arenas can be found on the grounds. A clubhouse is also available, and picnics can be held on the premises.
 “We’re Western style, riding and horses,” Phelps said. “We have a lot of fun.”
 Other horse boarding facilities and lessons can be found throughout the county.
 Lazy J Stables in Hampshire offers boarding, which sits on pastures. Lazy J owner Phil Johnson said some horses stay up to ten years.
 “We consider this a pleasure barn,” Johnson said. “We offer a lot of pasture and grass for horses.”
 Johnson said there is a trail available on the property. A forest preserve sits adjacent to the property, featuring 813 acres of trails, which boarders find convenient, Johnson said. Five large pastures are also available on his property. Corn cob bedding is used in the stables because it does not have any chemicals.
 Johnson said his favorite part of his work involves early mornings.
 “I enjoy feeding the horses and letting them out every morning,” Johnson said. “It’s nice here.”
 Hoyle said horses have completely changed her life for the better.
 “Horses have made me who I am today,” Hoyle said. “They teach you things about yourself. They taught me gratitude, patience and respect … you learn so many things beyond equestrian skills. My life is far greater because of them.”
 Hoyle said her enthusiasm about the animals inspires others.
 “My coworkers have said they’ve never seen anybody so passionate about something,” Hoyle said. “I may be one of those ‘crazy horse people,’ but we just get it. Horses are smart, intuitive animals and they do amazing things for the mind and soul.”
 DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 13
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 Studio One Salon & Spa is a leader in the beauty, health, and wellness industry in DeKalb County and beyond.
 Levinsky founded the business in the back of a barbershop in 1977 when she was only twenty-one years old. After thirty-seven years, four locations, and a name change, Studio One has become a 5,000-square-foot, full-service salon and spa that offers a wide array of modern organic products, services, and treatments.
 Their décor is relaxed, modern, holistic, and very clean. The focus is on wellness, instead of just beauty. On the salon side they can fix your outside to make you look more beautiful. On the spa side they want you to feel good on the inside. The music, the smells, the lighting, and the décor on the spa side create a serene environment.
 Levinsky feels that because the health of the general population in the United States has gotten worse with changes to diet and exercise, people can improve their wellness by focusing on a few healthy, non-invasive things that they can control. One thing you can do is go somewhere like Studio One, get pampered, and feel better without much effort.
 Another factor negatively affecting people’s wellness is that everything moves so fast now and women don’t take time for themselves. So if they can do one little thing like a facial, a manicure, or a massage, it can provide them with an oasis from the stress and business of life. It is like a few hour vacation.
 Levinsky pointed out the full range of Studio One’s services that set them apart from the run-of-the-mill salon. “We’re a day spa. We provide skin care. We provide massage therapy. We provide spray
 14 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 37 years of salon & spa services in DeKalb
 Studio One Salon & Day Spa
 BY Stephen Haberkorn
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 tanning. We provide manicures and pedicures. And then all the hair services. So we are full service. Most salons don’t go to that extent to create those full services,” said Levinsky. For skin care, along with regular facials, they focus on chemical peels and Microdermabrasions, which are anti-aging skin treatments. They do a lot of body waxing and sugaring. They do Reiki energy work – one of their estheticians is a Reiki master. “The other thing that sets us apart is how our staff works together. That didn’t just happen. It took a long time to cultivate. We really try hard to make it a positive teamwork thing,” Levinsky added.
 Katie Culhane from Kingston learned about Studio One from a friend and has been taking advantage of all of their services for several years.
 “When I came on board with them, I specifically requested someone who was an experienced stylist and who is an expert colorist. I feel like I have that quality and that expertise with Cori,” said Culhane.Culhane gets a cut and color and a pedicure every four weeks. She has also had facials by Michelle H., one of the spa’s four licensed estheticians.
 In addition, Michelle W., one of Studio One’s four massage therapists, used several different techniques with Katie, such as trigger point therapy and cupping, to help her recover from a pinched nerve in her neck. Michelle worked together with Katie’s chiropractor to help her conquer what was a chronic, several-year issue.
 Studio One has six treatment rooms, and all of their massage therapists have little specialties, including Thai Bodywork, Bamboo-fusion, Hot Stone therapy, and Reflexology.
 “What I really appreciate is that everyone in there is always educated.
 They’re current. They keep it modern. I feel like I’m getting a very high-end salon in my local area,” said Culhane.
 That is not by accident. Levinsky puts a huge emphasis on education for her staff, and has created training programs and a level system that allows them to grow and be successful within the business from the time they first walk in the door.
 “I know just from myself that I need to seek out enough education to keep me motivated and inspired. I have people here who’ve been here for almost thirty years. I don’t think they’d stay if they were not getting what they want. The education is key. I know that I provide more of that than anybody else,” said Levinsky.
 Culhane commutes to her job as a Trust Administrator with J.P. Morgan & Co. and used to stop off at high-end salons in places like Schaumburg. She said those places made her feel like she was cattle. “Studio One feels more personal. I go there and I instantly relax. I have a very stressful life, and this is kind of counseling for me. They have that extra touch of making you feel like you’re home. They’re wonderful,” said Culhane.
 Although Studio One is a full-service salon and day spa, Levinsky still considers the art of hair dressing to be her primary passion. “I feel like I’ve sort of blazed the trail for hairdressing in this area,” said Levinsky. “I think it’s very valuable for a hairdresser to be the best at dressing hair, or finished styling – actually sending somebody out the door looking amazing and feeling really, really good about themselves.”
 A change in styling products several years ago opened up some exciting new opportunities for Levinsky and her salon staff.
 With the emphasis on organics and going natural over the past several years, Jane wanted to do something that fit within her wellness philosophy and that nobody else had. She looked around and found Tele Beauty Organics, which is a company out of Pittsburgh and New York. Studio One is now the only professional salon in the state of Illinois who carries Tela Beauty Organics. Tele Beauty is owned by internationally-recognized hair stylist, Philip Pelusi.
 “The education behind them is phenomenal. [Philip Pelusi] has been in business over forty years and he’s a hairdresser, so that appealed to me. He’s the owner of the company, but I can call him up and be connected to him,” Levinsky said.
 In March of this year, from among his thirty salon partners across the United States, Pelusi chose Studio One to be the site for the national launch of his Tela Blow Out finished styling service and product treatment. “Philip Pelusi says that [Studio One] is the nicest salon that he has his products in. And I think that says a lot because he’s been all over,” said Levinsky.
 Another huge perk from their relationship with Philip Pelusi and Tela Beauty Organics, Studio One stylists have been able to do the hair for designer, Venexiana’s runway models during Mercedes Benz Fashion Week in New York City. Studio One first went to Fashion Week as part of Pelusi’s 12-member creative team in 2011, and they have gone back
 DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 15
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 Where food & friends come together.
 JambalayaBruschetta
 every six months since then.
 “I’ve taken as many as five [stylists], and at least two each time. It’s an incredible opportunity for my staff to be able to be a part of that. The percentage of hairdressers who ever get to be even close to [Fashion Week] in their career is so small,” said Levinsky.
 She’s also had the opportunity to be backstage during the show amidst all the designer gowns, the security, and the twenty-four models running back and forth. Her job in that setting is simply to “tweak” the models’ hair before they walk back out onto the runway.
 “I would rather be backstage than watch the show. That part’s pretty amazing,” said Levinsky.
 Jane Levinsky has always been precocious and driven. She knew at an early age that she wanted to be a hairdresser and enrolled in the diversified occupations program at DeKalb High School while only a sophomore. That allowed her to get her license from beauty school while still in high school and she started working in the profession at the age of sixteen. She then graduated high school early in 1973.
 After getting her first job at The Matador, a men’s barbershop, back when women were not yet licensed to cut men’s hair, Levinsky moved on to two other salons over the next several years.
 She was given the opportunity to run her own business when a barber asked her to take over the beauty salon he had opened in the back of his barbershop. Thus, Studio One first began as “The Arrangement” Hair Styling on Grove Street in DeKalb in 1977. Levinsky opened her door with about $300 and paid for her
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 equipment on time as she went.
 “You know, [it was just] being in the right place at the right time and knowing the right people. He gave me the opportunity and I will always be grateful for that. And the rest is just learning by the seat of my pants,” said Levinsky.
 Levinsky has always felt that her profession encompasses much more than just hair styling. So when she moved her salon to a new location on Hillcrest in 1987, it seemed like the right time to change the name and update their image.
 “I had always liked ‘Studio’ as opposed to salon, as it set us apart at a different level of client service. ‘One,’ was just that I wanted to be a leader and strive to be the very best is my profession in our community. At first, I contemplated having the name, ‘Jane’s Studio One,’ but I thought it was important to create a business that would carry on even when I was no longer a part of it,” said Levinsky.
 Ten years ago, they moved from their former building on Hillcrest to their current location, nearly tripling their space from 1800 square feet to 5000 square feet. Their present studio is located on the former site of the Castle Bank drive-thru.
 “I got a letter from the bank saying they were going to close this location and I was going to have to make deposits somewhere else. I thought, ‘That is going to be inconvenient; it’s right down the street.’ Then I started thinking about it and realized it was a great location,” said Levinsky.
 Studio One is located at 1007 N. First St. in DeKalb. You can visit their website at http://www.studioonesalonspa.com for a tour of their facility and a complete listing of their products and services.
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 ary Kim Whiteside considers it her mission to take care of people who spend their lives taking care of others.
 It’s the goal of many bed and breakfast owners, but The Paper Doll House, 331 N. Main St. in Sycamore, which Whiteside owns, caters to women.
 “Women are traditionally caregivers,” Whiteside said. “Sometimes they don’t take a break. We can give her a break before she reaches her breaking point.” The Paper Doll House tends to serve as a women’s retreat, Whiteside said. Women will stay for scrapbooking, beading, sewing, or bible study weekends. Whiteside said visitors feel at home because she’s already taken care of the details. She uses music to alert guests when meals are prepared, so one might hear “Be Our Guest” from “Beauty and the Beast” if it’s dinnertime. Whiteside said there’s always music and “ladies gabbing,” so it’s a little different than the average stay.“If someone is looking for quiet and peaceful, that’s not what we have here,” Whiteside said. “But we have fun and people do go home feeling refreshed and rejuvenated.”
 Quieter stays can be found in various locations throughout the county. Pam Snow, owner of Parkside Bed and Breakfast, 203 E. Roosevelt St. in DeKalb, has made the cottage, a converted apartment, “modern and fresh.” She said people who aren’t interested in a hotel stay will find her bed and breakfast to be comforting.
 “People like the quiet nature and the quiet neighborhood,” Snow said. “We have top of the line accommodations. We’re also five blocks from downtown, so there’s a distinctive calm.”
 &BedBreakfastsM
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 Breakfasts Snow said guests will find the rest and privacy they’ve been looking for after a stay at the Parkside.
 Mary Kay Sergo, proprietor of The Homestead, 611 E. Main St. in Plano, said her historic bed and breakfast offers a unique experience. The house was built in 1854 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
 “This is the place where the past and present mingle for a moment,” Sergo said. “I think everything we do here we do above and beyond.”
 Parties, gatherings, weddings and more are held at The Homestead. No matter the occasion, Sergo said visitors will take away memories and good experiences. She said when she became the property owner it meant her dreams were coming true.
 “The best part is sharing the historic property with others so they can enjoy and indulge,” Sergo said. “They can have their own dreams come true.”
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 Carshon Hampton may have spent almost a decade as a plumber, but now she’s doing what she loves as owner of a doggie spa.
 “When the economy went downhill, my friend taught me grooming,” Hampton said. “Here I am and now I own my own business. I’m doing what I was meant to do, which is make dogs happy.”
 Hampton, owner of Modern Mutt Spa, 131 S. Sacramento St. in Sycamore, specializes in grooming dogs, working to make her furry guests feel as calm and collected as possible.
 According to a report from the United States Labor Department, spending on pets picked up in 2013. The report found that Americans spend $61 billion on their animals annually. Grooming and boarding businesses in DeKalb County offer a variety of services for pet lovers, and the owners tend to love the work they do.
 “I like to take my time and get to know the dogs first,” Hampton said, “Even if I have to blow dry my own hair to show a dog that it’s alright. My hair’s all wild, but it’s fun.”
 Hampton enjoys seeing the faces of dogs who are excited to return to the spa. She said by providing a good vibe and positive reinforcement, sometimes dogs don’t want to leave.
 Marcia Poff, owner of 4 Paws Grooming and Training, 1520 Kent Place in DeKalb, spends her days grooming
 and her nights training. She said it’s important that people care for their pets.
 “I’ve been grooming for almost 40 years,” Poff said. “I like working with dogs.”
 Guests of Grateful Dog Kennel, 11622 Haumesser Road in Shabbona, receive a
 spacious getaway at a former Christmas tree
 Pet Pampering
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 OAKCRESTDeKalb Area Retirement Centerwww.oakcrestdekalb.org
 “I did it my way…”You know that old Sinatra song, the one where Frank croons, “I did it my way?”
 Well, when it came time for me to think about the future I knew for certain I wantedto remain in the DeKalb community, in a place I know and love, surrounded bygood friends. I also knew that I didn’t want to rely on others to make my decisionsand wanted to have the ability to choose not only where I live but how I live. I was so impressed when I visitedOak Crest and saw the many and varied options.
 I was even more surprised to learn that I could customize my new apartment home to fit my lifestyle. Whenpeople stop by for a visit they always comment on the lovely surroundings, the wonderful staff and how myhome really is a reflection of me. If you’re anything like me, when it comes to making those big life decisionsyou’ll want to do it your way too. Come for a visit and discover all that Oak Crest has to offer.
 Marguerite Key, Resident since 2012
 For more information call (815) 756-8461 or visit us on the web at www.oakcrestdekalb.org
 Marguerite Key
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 Hours: M,W 8-1 & 2-7, F 8-1 & 2-6Tu,Th 8-12 & 2-6, S 8-10:30
 Same Day Care Available!Walk-ins Always Welcome!
 Fully Certified ElectronicHealth Records (EHR) Practice
 for the Affordable Care Act (ACA)/“ObamaCare”
 - Medicare- Most Group Insurances- Blue Cross Blue Shield- United Healthcare
 - Conventry/Personal Care- Auto Accident- Workers’ Compensation- Personal Injury
 schramchiropractic.comVISIT US AT:
 Pet Pampering
 farm. She said she loves walking the dogs every day.
 “I offer love and attention,” said Shelly Frohn, Grateful Dog Kennel owner. “We have nine acres and 3,000 trees. We walk three times a day.”
 Frohn said the facility does not have any cages and pet owners are welcome to help their dog feel at home. She said owners bring in baby mattresses, cots, blankets, toys and more to help their dog feel comfortable while owners are away because “we don’t like it to feel like a cage.”
 “I think it’s cool what people are doing for their pets,” Frohn said. “I’m not a big believer in clothes for dogs, but people are taking care of them, and that’s great.”
 DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 21
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 Jeff Richardson of Sycamore arranged to meet up with his daughter last fall for
 a two-week vacation to Ireland and Italy that could have been a disaster. “For
 my daughter, coming from Florence, Italy where she went to school, there’s no
 easy way to get to Ireland. She had to go through Bologna, then to Germany,
 and then to Ireland. And that’s the stuff that scares you,” said Richardson.
 But Richardson booked the entire trip for both himself and his daughter through FunME Events and Michael Embrey. “I was nervous about it and I couldn’t believe that it came off without a hitch. There’s no way you could do this online yourself,” said Richardson. “[Michael Embrey’s] been doing it for a long time and he knows his stuff.”
 Richardson and his daughter met up in Ireland for the “Pubs and Castles” tour that he had seen advertised through the N.I.C.E. Society, FunME’s adult travel and social group. In Ireland, they went to Dublin, Killarney, and the Blarney Stone, as well as visiting the top castles and pubs of Southern Ireland.
 “The group of people we traveled with were really fun people. We went on a lot of stops that weren’t part of the itinerary, but Mike knew about them. I was impressed with the flexibility that Mike had, and that everybody just rolled with it,” said Richardson. “Ireland was a spectacular place and they crammed so much stuff into seven days. It was phenomenal.” Richardson’s daughter had to go back to school before the end of the trip and he stayed with the tour a few more days and then flew to Italy, where he met up with his daughter in Florence. In Italy, they went from one tour, to another, to another, seamlessly. Among the highlights for Richardson was touring the Amalfi Coast and staying at a five-star hotel in Sorrento. “It was a stellar two-week vacation for me,” said Richardson. FunME Events, based in DeKalb, is the parent
 22 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
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 making travel planningeffortless
 FunME Events
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 company for several entertainment and excursion divisions: an adult tour company, a student tour company, a special event company, and a music entertainment company.
 The owner and Chief Hospitality Officer, Michael Embrey, was recently inducted into the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame. He has been involved with travel for forty years, beginning as a professional musician and then working with both student and adult groups on trips and tours throughout the world. “We are in the business called a tour wholesaler provider,” explained Embrey. “We’re not a travel agent. We don’t just give two tickets to somewhere. We can, but that’s not our specialty. Our specialty is unique group destinations, and unique experiences. We’ve been doing it forty years and we’re very good at it.”
 Pretty much any trip you might want to take or event that you might be interested in attending, FunME Events can plan and book for you. They take care of everything from ticketing, transportation, money exchange, visas, and other details you may not think about like electrical travel converters.
 FunME Events is the only company in Northern Illinois that is a member of two international travel organizations: American Bus Association (ABA), which caters to local bus and volume tours, and Skål, which is the largest international travel fraternity in the world. Michael Embrey is the Chicagoland Vice President for Skål.
 Their local social club is called the N.I.C.E. (National and International Culture and Entertainment) Society. They bill themselves as “your professional concierge travel and event planner.” They have their own website (thenicesociety.com) that explains all of the trips and events they offer. A lot of their special events cater specifically to local people in DeKalb County and Northern Illinois.
 They also do theater ticketing.
 They’ll take a group from the DeKalb area to Chicago to see a Broadway show, to see the symphony, or to go
 to the Lyric Opera, as well as customized events.“We are one of the larger ticket brokers in the Midwest for special events. Every theater show that comes to Chicago, we’re pretty familiar with and usually have tickets for,” said Embrey. They also do ticketing for sporting events.
 “We have ticket contacts in Chicago for all the major sports teams. I used to do the halftime shows for the Chicago Bears, so I have a lot of relationships with them,” said Embrey. “We can get tickets for the Masters.”
 FunME Events also partners with local businesses to do trips. They recently took a group, sponsored by Sullivan’s Tavern, to Milwaukee to see the Brewers versus the Cubs and traveled on one of the buses that they own.
 Joe Ross from Sycamore is the General Manager of Buffalo Wild Wings in DeKalb. He first came across the N.I.C.E. Society about six or seven years ago when Michael Embrey stopped in to his restaurant and introduced himself. Since then, they have partnered to do both Cubs and White Sox trips a couple times a year. Recently, Ross went with about a dozen people into the city on the gourmet Chicago trip through the N.I.C.E. Society. They traveled on a smaller bus that FunMe owns and went to Eately, Sur La Table, and City Winery. They are planning to go again in late-August or early-September. They have step-on guide tours for Chicago and other cities, where people can plan their tours based upon their specific interests, such as sports venues or architecture. FunME hires local comedians as guides for these tours to make them more enjoyable. “You can start a tour with a historian, and twenty minutes into it you’re bored stiff. People want to be entertained. You can’t teach a historian how to be funny, but you can teach a comedian history,” said Embrey.
 In addition to the Pubs and Castles trip to Ireland that they do every year, they also do a trip to Scotland, called “Scotch and Castles.” In addition to focusing on the title of the tour, they also drive by Loch Ness, go up to Inverness, and stop at the St. Andrews Golf Course.
 They have gourmet tours to Northern Italy and wine tours to France. If you want to go snorkeling, some of the best snorkeling in the world is in Belize, according to Embrey.
 “Most of our clients who come to us want that unique experience and they want that personal concierge who will be able to be with them, be able to take care of whatever they need, be able to answer their questions,” said Embrey. “Most of our staff have toured the world multiple times.”
 DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 23
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 Embrey goes on some of the tours, but the trained staff who work with them throughout the country go on the others. And the guides have to have done a country before they assign them to a tour. If you’re going to India, they’ll have somebody who’s been to India. If you go to South Africa on a safari, they’ll have one of their specialists who will do that.
 “That’s what makes us unique and different from just a travel agent,” said Embrey. “Sometimes you walk in to an agency and you’re talking to one of the staff, ‘How do you book this?’ And they’ve never been there. Multiple agents we know have never been any place. Or the people who have aren’t available to talk. You want to talk to somebody who’s been there. And with us, we can provide that.”
 One recent trend in vacations, according to Embrey, is that people are looking for shorter vacations that are more experienced based and unique.“Europeans or Australians will go away for a month at a time, but Americans are workaholics; we don’t do that,” said Embrey. “Everything we do has to be more experiential, such as camping out at Williamsburg at a Civil War camp. The old days of getting into a station wagon and going out to The Grand Canyon doesn’t happen anymore.”
 Another interesting shorter trip is a four day/ three night adventure in Colorado they call “The City Slicker tour.” “The first day you learn to ride a horse. The next three days, you’re in the mountains finding lost cows and pushing them into pastures before the winter snows come. At night time you sit around the campfire with a tin cup of bourbon singing cowboy songs. It’s a memory. If you work in an office, this is something you’ll take pictures of and it’s a bucket list thing,” said Embrey.
 They’ve also done hot air ballooning in New Mexico and ballooning across France.
 Fall Tours: Pubs and Castles in IrelandCountry Music Awards in Nashville in OctoberNew York City Shopping TripMacy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in NYCWine tours (Northern California, France, Italy)
 Winter Tours:New York City New Year’s EveTournament of Roses Parade
 Spring Tours:Rock and Roll Cruise – Listen to music and hang out with Rock and Roll legends on a private ship.Springtime in ParisWine and Gourmet tours throughout the world
 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction in AprilTony Awards in June
 Summer Tours:Alaska Grand TourIceland – Land of Fire and IceScotland and the Edinburgh Tattoo
 “We can put someone on an island in Fiji and they can be an Islander. Or they can take the train across India. There’s not much we can’t do,” said Embrey.
 The other major specialty of FunME Events is helping people attend unique entertainment and sports events, such as the Tony Awards or the Tour de France. The first week in June, they went to New York City for the Tony Awards. Because Embrey is a theater producer, he is able to get tickets. They took a group of ten people this year. They got into New York City on Saturday and saw one of the Tony Award-Nominated shows. Sunday, they got up and went to Tavern on the Green and some of the sightseeing attractions. And then they attended the Tony Awards in evening gowns and tuxedos.
 “It’s kind of a fun, once-in-lifetime experience,” said Embrey. “It’s that special person who wants to go see something like that. A lot of people would like to, but they don’t know they can. We’re reaching out to find all those people. It’s not a fake audience. It’s a real audience and people can actually do that.”
 They also do the Country Music Awards Show the same way. In 2015, they’ll do the Rock-n-Roll Hall of Fame inductee ceremony. Most of the events are cyclical; they occur every year.
 24 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
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 hen the Kishwaukee Family YMCA in Sycamore was looking at venues to host their 1st Annual Community Awards Dinner, they knew their options were limited.
 After considering NIU, they decided to go with DeKalb County’s newest banquet facility, Faranda’s.
 “We got to a certain point that we knew we were going to have 250+ and nearing 300 and we felt that we could make Faranda’s Banquet Hall into how we wanted the look for the evening. I think they’ve done a fantastic job with converting the old [DeKalb] Clinic into a space that is really needed in the community,” said Rob Wilkinson, CEO of Kishwaukee Family YMCA.
 Faranda’s is owned and managed by the team that has successfully run the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce’s 2012 Business of the Year, The Lincoln Inn Restaurant. The Lincoln Inn has been providing excellent catering services for weddings, fundraisers, corporate meetings, and university functions since 1997. “We’ve been catering at the Lincoln Inn for about seventeen years. What we thought the community needed was the place to hold a 200-300 person event,” said McMahon.
 Bill McMahon and his wife, Joy, owners of The Lincoln Inn, with help from Resource Bank and Shepard Construction, have transformed the former East Pavilion of the DeKalb Clinic, with its signature cupola from its A&P grocery store days, into a multi-use 14,000-square-foot banquet and reception facility.
 The YMCA sold 320 tickets and had about 500 people come through the door at Faranda’s for their May 1st event. They brought in Olympic
 W
 DeKalb’s newest banquet facilityBY Stephen Haberkorn
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 champion speed skater, Bonny Blair, as their guest speaker.
 “It looked phenomenal. Even us who work here were like, ‘Wow!’ That was something,” said Bill McMahon. “They had Upstaging come and do a backdrop and build a stage. They had hired NIU Media Services and they did their big screens in the room, so Bonny was there speaking and they had her pictures on two big screens. When they talked about her different Olympic gold medals, they would show the pictures of her and the old Olympic footage on the screens. It was phenomenal.”
 Since that event, the YMCA has also had an all-staff meeting at Faranda’s with 120 staff members, and they once again had a good experience with the accommodations. “I think what Bill has done to not only expand his service at The Lincoln Inn to now having Faranda’s is definitely a much-needed meeting and banquet space for the community,” said Wilkinson. “It sure helps to have a restaurant business first, versus trying to open a banquet center and not having the catering side. They definitely go hand-in-hand.”
 The facility is designed to host a variety of events and also provides gourmet Sunday and holiday brunches. The traditional brunch buffet also features a carving station and omelets made to order, in addition to a cash bar with Champagne, Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, and other alcoholic beverages. On holidays like Easter, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day, they make it even fancier and add items like prime rib, fresh-caught salmon, and shrimp cocktail. For events, five separate meeting rooms can be rented individually or combined to meet the needs of both small gatherings and large events, and everything in between. It is one of very few facilities in the area capable of hosting groups of over 400 people. The East side of the building, the Anthony Room (219), the Antoinette Room (200), and the Elvera Room (52) are considered the banquet hall portion of the facility. On the West side of the building are the Fracis (51) and Carol (51) rooms. Each room is tech-friendly with a projector and sound system included.
 Faranda’s name comes from Joy McMahon’s grandfather, Anthony Faranda, who was an architect in New York City. “He loved great food and good drink and enjoyed bringing
 the family together,” said Christine Kyler, the Sales Director for Faranda’s. “He always wanted to talk about the [restaurant] business,” said McMahon. The main hallway is decorated with framed watercolor pictures that were given to Anthony Faranda when he retired. The individual rooms in the facility are named after other family members.
 When Bill McMahon was putting together his plans for a banquet facility, he began assembling an all-star team to make that plan to life.
 McMahon first recruited Scott Gayden and Christine Kyler to be his Catering Director and Sales Director, respectively. Gayden worked for twenty-seven years as a food service manager for Kishwaukee Hospital and three years at Inboden’s Meat Market. Besides overseeing the catering at the Lincoln Inn, he can help out at Faranda’s by running the carving station and making prime rib. He also serves as a mentor to Faranda’s Chef, Andrew Klatt. About Christie Kyler, McMahon said, “[She] is just a dynamic personality who knows everybody in town. As much as I know everybody in town, because I’ve been at the Lincoln Inn for so many years, she knows more people than I do. She has that welcoming personality. She’s also a very hard worker.” Chef Klatt has a degree in Culinary Arts from Elgin Community College and has prepared food at the Kishwaukee Country Club, worked at Nat’s on Maple, and catered for both Inboden’s and Hy-Vee, where he used to do monthly themed meals.
 Other key members of the Faranda’s / Lincoln Inn team are Gigi Statler, who also has worked for many years as a food service manager at Kishwaukee Hospital, and Pansy Oderia, who has managed kitchens for Aramark Food Services.Altogether, between Faranda’s and the Lincoln Inn, they have fifty employees, with staff going back and forth between the restaurant and the banquet facility interchangeably. “I’m very lucky with the people I have,” said McMahon.
 “Now, we’re in a good spot. For years, we just didn’t have the capacity in the kitchen at The Lincoln Inn to crank out all of the food. Now, we have tons of capacity,” said McMahon. “My job is just to manage workflow.”
 McMahon’s vision for taking Faranda’s to the next level involves having a hotel next door in downtown DeKalb, possibly at the other DeKalb Clinic site. He even has a dream of his children managing this hotel, which would complement the services Faranda’s currently provides.
 “If there were a nice hotel like the Hampton Inn near this place, then for Downtown DeKalb we would have something,” said McMahon. “Then people could stay down here. They could have their weddings here and then walk over to their hotel. They could have those weekday conferences where they use the large banquet rooms. It would be good for this business and all the businesses downtown. It would be good for tourism.” That may sound like a pie-in-the-sky dream, but after everything McMahon has been able to pull off so far, you’d be foolish to question him.
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 Inboden’s Meat Market has carved out a high-grade niche for itself in the DeKalb County marketplace.
 Inboden’s is a family-owned business that has been around since 1962. They did a major expansion in 2007 to become a 9000-square-foot specialty marketplace – a one-stop shop for high-quality meats and specialty food items.
 In addition to their award-winning meat department, the store has a wide selection of imported and local wines and craft beers, gourmet food and specialty grocery items from all over the world, a cheese case with over 150 different types of cheeses, a full-service deli that makes their own fully-cooked deli meats in house, a bakery featuring hand-made bread and pastries, and locally-grown produce.
 Robert and Lois Self of Sycamore are retired NIU professors who have been shopping at Inboden’s for years. “We just love this grocery store. It’s so diverse. We like it because the products are unique in this part of Northern Illinois,” said Robert Self. The Selfs have traveled extensively and enjoy finding food items at Inboden’s that they encountered overseas, such as Cashel Blue Cheese from Ireland and Fentimans Ginger Beer from England. Inboden’s incredible Balsamic and Olive Oil bar also reminds Robert of his European travels.
 “Just look at all of the olive oils and the vinegars, and all of those olives. That olive bar has a very European quality to it. You go driving around France and you find that all the time,” said Robert Self.
 “If you’re into cooking and you’re into gourmet food, it’s a fun place to shop. It’s a little pricier than other places, but it’s really worth it in terms of the quality,” said Lois Self.
 If you like cheese, Inboden’s cheese case contains over 150 different varieties from all over the world, including New Zealand, Australian, and European cheeses. They also have great domestic artisan cheeses – from New York to Vermont to Wisconsin to California. They even have some good artisan cheeses from Illinois cheese makers.
 world to DeKalb
 Inboden’s Meat Market
 Bringing foodsfrom around the
 BY Stephen Haberkorn

Page 29
                        

DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 29 28 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 Tom Inboden is a respected leader in the meat industry. He is a past president of both the Illinois and American Associations of Meat Processors. Inboden’s sells only the finest USDA Top Choice & USDA Prime Meats. All of their meats are wet-aged naturally for a minimum of 30 days, without the use of chemical meat tenderizers or flavoring. “We do things that are different. We were some of the first people in the state who were doing marination processes, years before you saw them in the other stores,” said owner, Tom Inboden.
 Robert Kauffman from Waterman buys all of his meat at Inboden’s because of the quality.“I’m a turkey farmer. It’s my business. I raise and I dress my own turkeys. I understand meat and meat quality,” said Kauffman. He appreciates being able to pick out the cuts and the steaks that he wants at Inboden’s. He also likes being able to purchase Copper River Salmon, which is a wild-caught fish, fresh Gulf shrimp that arrives every week, and “outstanding,” state-inspected chicken that is “old-fashioned fryer size.”
 Inboden’s most-popular items right now are specialty-flavored burgers and steaks. They won an innovative beef award for their savory sirloin. They also have the state of Illinois grand champion bratwurst.
 The meat department staff, which includes thirty employees, has hundreds of years of combined meat-cutting experience.
 They currently have two employees who are in the Master Meat Crafter Training Program at the University of Wisconsin. It’s a two-year, competitive acceptance program that requires significant experience in the industry beforehand. The enrollment is capped off at thirty students who come from all over the country, and two of them are from Inboden’s.
 Inboden's not only has a great food selection but also has a wide wine & beer selection. They offer hundreds of high-quality wine and beer labels that are produced both around the globe and locally.
 They have beer tasting in the store every Friday from 10-6 p.m. and wine tasting on Saturday from 10-6 p.m. They have a wine and beer steward, Sarah Miller, on premise, who makes the buying decisions. She tastes all of the wines before allowing them on their shelves. Beer is sometimes stocked based upon trends and customer recommendations.
 Inboden’s also offers a “Wine 101” course a couple Sundays a year when they’re closed. They limit the class to about thirty people. They go through the eight most common varietals, and at the end of the class they pair the wines with different cheeses to show how the flavors blend together. Inboden says that experience turns people into foodies.
 With higher-end wines, vendors will commonly break cases and sell them in smaller units. Inboden’s, being a smaller company, typically has to go through distributors; however, because of their wholesale food distribution business, they have sometimes been able to develop relationships with direct importers and bypass distributors. In those instances, they can offer good quality wines at value prices.
 Inboden’s also focuses a lot on local breweries for their beer selection. There are lots of new local breweries, especially from Chicago, that make very limited release items that change every month.
 Inboden’s is currently encouraging their patrons to “Taste Chicago” with their display of local breweries, including Goose Island, Revolution Brewing, Finch’s Brewing Co, Two Brothers, 5 Rabbit, and Off Color Brewing, among others.
 With over 6000 items offered, when people are looking for something that might be a little bit different and special, such as Harissa sauce from Morocco, they come to Inboden’s. With DeKalb being such an eclectic community, Inboden’s carries a lot of traditional ethnic foods. “If your grandmother came from Ireland or England and you did a particular thing for a holiday, you could still carry on those traditions,” said Inboden.
 Tom Inboden would summarize their business as “food in chaos.”“We do so much stuff; we’re really kind of a job shop,” said Inboden.“We’re always evolving, always changing. If you would have said ten years ago that I’d be making truffles, I would have said, ‘You’re crazy,” said inboden. “But we’ve been around food all our lives and it still piques our interest.”
 Inboden's is located at 1106 N. First St. in DeKalb.
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 andra Black thinks historic places tend to be the “hub” of a community.
 “We are fortunate to have pieces of history preserved,” said Black, executive director of the historic Sandwich Opera House. “Everything happened here.”
 She said the opera house hosts close to 100 shows per year, and the building is rented for weddings and other events. However, she thinks it’s important to remember the history. The building, located on East Railroad Street since 1878, originally housed the city government, jail and fire department. Black said the history is apparent upon visiting for the first time. She said there are even still “bullet scars” from when the police department held target practice in the building in the 1950s. She said they weren’t very good shots.
 Black has been the executive director of the opera house for 29 years and said she loves her work.
 “The preschool groups that visit are the best,” Black said. “They are very eager to learn and see what’s going on. They have a good time.”
 Alex Nerad, Egyptian Theatre executive director, said people leave the theatre with memories.
 “Anyone that’s grown up in the area or had a connection to [Northern Illinois University] has
 of DeKalb County
 HistoricLandmarks
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 BY Jessi Haish
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 1007 N. First St. | DeKalb, Illinois
 815-758-4508 studioonesalonspa.com
 We offer the latest inprofessional beauty healthand wellness treatments!
 Take TimeFor Yourself
 a connection to this place,” Nerad said. “Whether it’s their first movie, first performance on a stage or a first kiss in the balcony, people enjoy it here.”
 The Egyptian Theatre is one of five of its kind left in the United States, Nerad said. The theatre, located near downtown DeKalb, was built in 1929, and has hosted movies, plays, and even haunted houses since then.
 “This place inspires people of all ages,” Nerad said. “There’s so much history here and a wide variety of events, it’s something to come in and experience.”
 If searching more history in DeKalb, Brian Reis, Ellwood House executive director, said to look no further than the historic mansion on First Street. The mansion was home to barbed wire baron Isaac Ellwood.
 Reis said the Ellwood House Association is fortunate to have many original furnishings as well as history exhibits located in the visitor’s center on the grounds. Tours are available of the mansion and the Ellwood-Nehring home, which recently opened to the public and is located on the Ellwood House grounds. Facility rentals are also available.
 “I think people need a sense of connection to their heritage and history,” Reis said. “Even if you transplant here from somewhere else, it’s important. It’s interesting to see what made DeKalb famous and put it on the map.”
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 The house on the cover of our magazine is owned by John & Nancy Castle of Sycamore. This 6,500 sq. ft home was built over 2 years by Chicago architect Paul Florian. The style is English country/San Francisco Bay. The Castle family wanted a home with open space designed to entertain large family gatherings. It is one of the only homes in the area built from cedar wood.
 Years built: 2005-2007Size: 6,500 square feetArchitect: Paul Florian, ChicagoReason: House designed to entertain large family gatheringsStyle: English country/San Francisco Bay/ Arts and Crafts
 on the CoVeR
 Photos by Monica Maschak
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 815-756-6349SCHEDULE A FREE WATER TESTAT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS!
 ®
 WE HAVE THE SOLUTIONTO YOUR
 WATER PROBLEMS!• Softeners • Filters • Salt • RO Drinking Water System
 DOLLARSamonthfor
 MONTHSWATER SOFTENER RENTAL
 *
 *
 INCLUDES FREEOn-siteWater AnalysisService &Maintenance200 lbs of Salt
 And More!
 FOR ALIMITEDTIME!
 17742 Somonauk Road | Dekalb
 adno
 =0274293
 Bedding Plants • Asparagus • Tomatoes • Homegrown Bi-Color Sweet CornCucumbers • Zucchini • Onions • Squash (fall & summer) • Muskmelons
 Gourds • Peppers • Pumpkins • More
 Homegrown and locally grown in-season fruits and vegetables.Taste the difference!
 1 1/4 miles East of Somonauk Rd. on Hwy. 38
 (815) 756-6005www.yaegersfarmmarket.com
 F R O M T H E M O M E N T W E A R R I V EMAKE AMAZING MEMORIES
 Call us for all your transportation needs:
 630-377-GOES www.SpareWheels.com
 CONCERTS • SPORTING EVENTS • RAVINIA • GROUP OUTINGS
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 “I like to have very nice, high-quality, high-end stores,” said Svetlana Henrikson, President of the Glidden Homestead Board and a 20-year resident of DeKalb. “This is like a hidden jewel, because you would never consider that, in this small plaza, you would have a store that really stands out.”
 “We pride ourselves on carrying exclusive lines, like Frederic Duclos and Arlee Kasselman,” said Bill Vogeler, on-site bench jeweler at Becky Beck’s. “We deal directly with the creator. When these people put their name on it, they’re not a middleman.”
 Much in the same way, when Vogeler does repairs or custom jewelry, his name is on it. He’s been in the community his whole life and built up trust with his customers over the years, and he takes that very seriously. “Quality and integrity are my only two concerns,” said Vogeler.
 Becky Beck Ryan is the store owner and operator. She has been in the jewelry business for over twenty-one years.
 “If someone walks into my store, they are going to find a non-stuffy environment and fresh merchandise, including things they haven’t seen before. It has a contemporary feel to it, but you’ll also find the traditional,” said Ryan.
 Having an experienced bench jeweler on site who can do custom jewelry and repairs also sets them apart. “That’s a dying breed right there. He’s not going to be here every time you come in, but he’s here as much as needed to get the job done in a timely fashion,” said Ryan.
 They also have a GIA-certified gemologist who does appraisals by appointment for a fee. “They have so many different services that are in one place. I would compare it to State Street Jewelers in Geneva. It’s that same kind of quality,” said Henrikson.
 Becky Beck’s Jewelry Store offers customers much more
 than they would expect based upon their unassuming storefront on Hillcrest Drive
 in DeKalb.
 sparkles with custom jewelry
 Becky Beck’s Jewelry
 34 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 BY Stephen Haberkorn
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 Though her showroom is relatively small, Ryan is affiliated with I.J.O., the Independent Jewelers Organization – a buying group of over 850 members worldwide. They back her up on product, education, business practices and everything else. “They are a wealth of sourcing for me. Through them, I feel that I have the resources to do anything for anybody,” said Ryan.
 To be a member of I.J.O., you have to demonstrate good business practices and be financially stable. More often than not, you’re recommended by another jeweler or a vendor as the type of store they would like to have in the group. The organization consists of everything from small stores like Becky Beck’s to multi-million dollar jewelers. As the name of the organization suggests, they are all independents, but by joining together it gives them the buying power to receive special pricing and preferred access to quality vendors.
 Through her affiliation with I.J.O., Ryan travels to Antwerp, Belgium in October and April every year, where she hand-picks diamonds based upon her customers’ specific criteria and pricing points.“If you can’t get it there, you’re not going to get it. If there’s something specific or in particular you’re looking for, she can find it for you,” said Vogeler.
 There are four to five venders affiliated with I.J.O. who have offices in the Antwerp diamond district. A couple of those even have their own cutting factories, so Ryan is dealing right at the source for the cutting and polishing of over 80% of the world’s diamonds.
 “When I go there, I’m exposed to more diamonds and inventory than you can believe. It ends up being advantageous to my customers because I pick out the prettiest diamonds at the best prices,” said Ryan.
 She’s been to Antwerp twenty-six times and has it under her belt now, but her first trip back in 2001 was a bit scary. It was the first time she had ever traveled to Europe.
 “I started going because my peers said, ‘You have to do this.’ I wasn’t sure what I was going to find,” said Ryan. “It’s a small district in a very Hasidic Jewish neighborhood. They have posts coming out of the street that stop the cars if they want, and there are guards posted with machine guns, armored trucks and everything. The first time I went, I tried to talk to these guys and they were [stone-faced] like the Buckingham Palace guards.
 “When you go into the diamond district you give up your passport and get a visitor pass. It’s very secluded and there are cameras everywhere. You walk into the building and you’re on a list that they’re expecting you,” said Ryan.
 After carefully selecting the diamonds she wants to purchase out of parcels of 50 or so, Ryan puts them in a box and they are later shipped to her. She can’t legally bring the diamonds back with her, because they have to go through their own special customs. They are usually here by the time she gets home.
 “When you open the package up, you’re like, ‘I know this diamond.’ They’re that identifiable,” Ryan said.
 Bill Vogeler is the in-house bench jeweler for Becky Beck’s. He started out doing watch and jewelry repairs at Burch Jewelers in DeKalb in 1978.
 He had a store of his own for over a decade, and when they closed down Becky asked him to work out of her store full time. He doesn’t do work for anybody else now. Because Becky Beck’s has a full-time bench jeweler on-site, they can do all kinds of custom jewelry for their customers, from recreating something from old to designing something new from scratch.“We do a lot of custom work, where people might have inherited pieces or been left with pieces that they don’t like, but have a lot of emotional, sentimental value and they want to recreate it to something,” said Ryan. “For the consumer, it’s less expensive if they can work with manufactured pieces in creating something new.”
 “More often than not, a customer wants to preserve something from the past. They want grandma’s diamond put into a more modern mounting or setting. Oftentimes, a young couple uses a grandmother or mother’s ring
 to get engaged, but wants to modernize it. Or a customer may want to rework an antiquated heirloom broach,” said Ryan.
 Modern today means not only the design, but the metals are changing. People may want something that is a traditional style, but made in a different metal like rose gold. The trend now is vintage – very detailed filigree and the pavé look (like the ring is paved with diamonds). You see a lot of rings now have the tiny, tiny diamonds and a halo around the center. That’s been popular for about five years.
 Upgrading is also something that’s done quite a bit. Often, they can incorporate the original because that’s got the story to it – “The proposal” or “This is all we could afford.” They will take that diamond and use it as a side accent or do earrings or something else with it.
 Becky Beck’s also does a huge repair business. That includes everything from fixing a damaged piece, resetting, remounting, or redesigning.
 “A vast majority of [jewelry stores] today send all their work out, even the chains. Go to Kay’s and try to get a simple repair done. They’ll send it out and it will take 3-6 weeks,” said Vogeler. “We turn everything around anywhere from a couple days to ten days at the most.”
 One of the reasons that so much jewelry needs to be repaired, according to Becky Beck Ryan, is that people wear it at inappropriate times. She tries to train people to take their jewelry off when it is likely to get damaged. Since jewelry is precious and gold is a soft metal it needs to be treated with care.
 “You shouldn’t be gardening in it. You shouldn’t be swimming in it; never wear your ring in the pool or spa. The chlorine, bromine, and cleaners will eat away at the nickel in the metal. And then there’s the whacking, the knocking it on a filing cabinet or on the top of a washing machine,” lamented Ryan.
 “Women will come in here who have been married for thirty years and they’ll brag to me that they’ve never taken off their wedding set, and I can see with the naked eye looking at their hand that there are no prongs left and it’s only hand lotion holding that ring in. It’s crazy,” said Ryan.
 One thing that can help is having jewelry regularly clean and maintained.“I encourage people any time they’re in town to just come by and let us clean it and polish it so that it looks great, and we can catch something before it happens,” said Ryan.
 Beck Beck’s also has an independent GIA [Gemological Institute of America] graduate who does their appraisal work. She does appraisals on an appointment basis the first Saturdays of the month. It’s a fee appraisal. They’ll clean the jewelry and do anything necessary to be able to appraise it.
 The appraiser, Sookie, photographs the piece and goes through her lists of descriptions of the metal weight, the measurements of the stone, and then does a retail insurance replacement value on that. People usually haven’t had jewelry appraised in 10-15 years, if ever, so the value is always higher than they think.
 Becky Beck’s makes buying fine jewelry an enjoyable experience. “[Becky Beck’s] is more like a family. You come and they know you. And you feel comfortable to talk. There are not that many places you can stop and say, ‘How are you doing?’ and touch bases. I really enjoy that,” said Svetlana Henrikson, a 20-year resident of DeKalb.
 Perhaps the best exemplification of the relaxed atmosphere at the store is Lily, the lovable store dog, whom many people come in to see.
 “When you come to Becky Beck’s, you might not deal with me one-on-one, but you could if you wanted to. And you know that you’re going to get service backed up with no questions asked,” said Ryan. “It doesn’t come down to so much a price thing. People don’t shop repairs for price; they want it done well and they want it done on time. They’re going to get that here and at most independent stores, because we’re self-invested.”
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 Outdoor landscape lighting has the potential to create an inviting, comfortable setting while at the same time adding to the security of your property. If designed properly, lighting can create
 a radiant scene that sets your home apart. Combining different fixtures allows you to highlight plantings, illuminate pathways and accent garden features, as well as the façade of the home.
 Path lighting is a functional element of the lighting design. It directs guests to your door or through your landscape paths. Place path lights in the planting beds to perform a more aesthetic function in the landscape. When placed within plant beds, these lights expose the color and texture of the plants lost in the darkness.
 “Up” lighting emphasizes trees and the architecture of the home. This adds height and depth to your surroundings. Also, use these lights to cast silhouettes on walls, or under plantings to highlight shape and to accent garden features.
 If you have water in your landscape, such as a pond or waterfall, lighting offers a means to better enjoy the beauty of the water. Water features can be lit from within to reveal plants, fish, and the water’s edge, or from above to reflect light from within the landscape.
 Landscape lighting increases the safety of your home by guiding you and your guests through the landscape. It also prevents your home from becoming the target of intruders. Lighting will illuminate dark corners to eliminate places to hide.
 So enjoy your yard, and let it shine all season long.
 Shine a Light on It
 Phot
 os p
 rovi
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 36 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe

Page 37
                        

DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe | 2014 | 37 36 | 2014 | DeKALB COUNTY MAGAZINe
 People Stand On OurReputation Every Day…
 Serving DeKalb County for 25 Years3254 Sycamore Road • DeKalb, IL 60115
 815-756-9491
 Evening Appointments Available • Most Managed Care Plans Accepted*Excludes Xrays &Treatment - New Patients Only
 www.YourFootDoctor.com
 Dr. Neil B. Levin, Diplomates American Board of Podiatrics Surgery
 Serving DeKalb County for over 25 Years
 1675 Bethany Road • Sycamore, Illinois 60178
 815/ 899-2575
 Evening Appointments Available • Most Managed Care Plans Accepted*Excludes Xrays & Treatment - New Patients Only
 www.YourFootDoctor.com
 Dr. Neil B. Levin, Diplomate American Board of Podiatric Surgery.
 People Stand On OurReputation Every Day…
 Serving DeKalb County for 25 Years3254 Sycamore Road • DeKalb, IL 60115
 815-756-9491
 Evening Appointments Available • Most Managed Care Plans Accepted*Excludes Xrays &Treatment - New Patients Only
 www.YourFootDoctor.com
 Dr. Neil B. Levin, Diplomates American Board of Podiatrics Surgery
 FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION*
 DeKalb
 Airport • Competitive Fuel Prices• Light Airport Traffi c – No
 Congestion• Easy Interstate access to Chicago,
 Western Suburbs, Northern Illinois
 • Ample Ramp Space• Nearby hotels, restaurants,
 shopping
 Complete Services• Cargo Handling • Short and Long Term Hangar
 Options• Courtesy & Rental Cars• Pilots Lounge – WiFi, DirecTV• Executive Conference room• Weather Room – phone, computer• Aircraft maintenance• Excellent airport maintenance, fi re/
 rescue, snow removal • Rwy 2/20 – 7025’ x 100’ Rwy 2 – ILS/DME, GPS; Rwy
 20 – GPS • Rwy 9/27 – 4201’ x 75’ Rwy 9 – GPS; Rwy 27 – GPS
 THE GATEWAY TO CHICAGO Your Convenient Choice
 3232 Pleasant Street DeKalb, IL 60115(815) 758-3521 www.cityofdekalb.com
 [email protected]
 Nature NewsWith Gene Grant, CEO of Grant & Power Landscaping Inc.
 Gene Grant, is a registered landscape architect with more than 35 years of experience in the industry. Follow this new column in the Kane County Magazine, or reach out to Gene directly with any landscape related questions.
 630 231-0069 [email protected] www.grantandpower.com
 u June Landscape Calendar –
 •Applymulchtogardenbedsafter properlyweedingandwatering.
 •Mowlawnstoaheightof3”–thishelpskeeplawnshealthyandpreventsweeds.
 •Waterplantsasneeded–theyneed1”ofwateraweek,byrainorbyhand.
 •Boxwoodsandyewsshouldbelightlyprunedafterseason’snewgrowthhascomein.
 •Applyweedcontrolandfertilizerstolawn.
 •Fertilizeallannualsandperennials.
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 statefarm.com™
 State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois
 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
 ProudGood Neighbor
 to be your
 Agent since 1974.
 Darrell Foss400 E. Hillcrest. Suite A
 DeKalb, IL815-758-5456
 [email protected]
 Voted Best Insurance Agent& Best Insurance Company
 four years in a row!
 Guided Tours • Educational Programming • Ten Acres of Grounds and GardensSeven Historic Buildings • Exclusive Rentals
 Special Events:Art Fair/Ice Cream Social, Aug. 3 • Wine on the Terrace, Sept. 13
 Holiday Event, Dec. 5-7.
 509 N. 1st St., DeKalb, IL 60115(815) 756-4609 • www.ellwoodhouse.org
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 STABLE. STRONG. SECURE.For the third year in a row, Forbes named us one of the Best Banks in America. As always, we appreciate the recognition of our strong, stable financial position. That foundation allows us to pursue our mission of outstanding customer service, diverse products and continuing a long history of safe, secure banking.
 Stop in to a branch today and see what it means to bank with one of the best.
 800.990.5713 | castlebank.com | Member FDICForbes Logo © 2013, 2012, 2011, Forbes Media LLC. Used with permission.
 815.748.4323663 S. Annie Glidden Road
 DeKalb, IL 60115
 Cozy Hampton Bed
 Friendly Service
 Complimentary Hot Breakfast
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Faranda’s is DeKalb County’s premier choice
 302 Grove Street • Downtown DeKalb (815) 981-3304 • farandas.com
 • Weddings• Parties• Seminars
 • Bridal & Baby Showers• Business Events & much more!
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