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 1
 1 B e g i n n i n g s 
 T h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f
 t h e S e c o n d C o r p s
 Te Second Corps ocially came ino exisence on March 8, 1862, whenPresiden Lincoln ordered he creaion o he rs our Union army . Y y bk -ae bombardmen o For Sumer on April 12, 1861. Over he inerveningv m, U mm b w my , w y u b z, w u mm m.All he while, he soldiers who rs served in he Second Corps received
 u my u wy y u. Tv u U 1861 y 1862 - u , y y y m y b w m.
 Cre aing he Second Corps
 Mj G G M mmb y m
 bb w v Juy 1861 k mm U u W, D.. T U my sufered a near-rou around Bull Run, Virginia, only a ew days ear-, bt m. T u wMcClellan arrived. Sragglers skulked hrough he srees o Wash-, w u by bm. w -m m v , my x m, b
 o sream home. Everyhing appeared in disarray. An exasperaed
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 2 defeaing lee
 T E T, 1861–65. Ov u, m m y mb U mm. R m Dv J, Winfeld Scot 
 Hancock: A Soldier’s Lie, 41.
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 B e g i n n i n g s 3
 M m my mm, “y m m w bk Pm.”
 McClellan cerainly believed himsel capable o bringing orderm u. M w v , , u. u x mm. Gu- m W P 1846, M vwih disincion as an engineer in he Mexican War. He raveled oEu 1855, mm by W D-m uy my z vm . M m my w y , jb
 o he Illinois Cenral Railroad. Success also came quickly in he civilianw, by 1861 M v O M- R. W v W, M vappoinmen as he second-ranking ocer in he Union army. Assignedo proec he srongly pro-Union residens o wesern Virginia, McClel- w bt v R Mu k’ F. Tw bt mk m w U my u w M U “yu N.”
 Te laurels coninued ouside Washingon, where, displayingsuperb organizaional and adminisraive skills, McClellan buil henewly named Army o he Poomac rom he ground up. Regimens w- -y m v v y. R-m m, w uz u m. M u um b, m m y myby Am u Mx W. M b
 m y v W, w m w-backs. Te batleeld experience varied widely beween brigades. Somebrigades elded regimens ha all had paricipaed in he Bull Runm. I b, m y y v W. u y x , u bt. T y quk organizaion o brigades came wih he army soon ready o ake he eld.T w m M, w quk  k w m u W. T wy exaggeraed Conederae ofensive capaciies a he ime, bu McClellan
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 4 defeaing lee
 correcly recognized he disaser ha such a blow would deal he Unionw .
 Grouping brigades ino divisions was he nex organizaional ask ooccupy McClellan. He deermined assignmens by he geographic prox-imiy o brigades in camp o creae as litle disrupion o his deploymensas possible. Te hree brigades ha served in Brigadier General CharlesSone’s division—and ha laer ough in he Second Corps—all weresaioned along he upper Poomac River when brough ogeher in early Ocober. Sone’s command numbered abou 11,140 men as creaed, nearly as large as he American army ha had capured Mexico Ciy in 184. Te
 numbers o men in Sone’s division were similar o he oher divisionscreaed by McClellan, an indicaion o he magniude o he Union warefor in he Eas. Te en divisions assembled by he lae all o 1861 rangedrom he larges (Brigadier General Nahaniel Banks’s) a 14,882 men ohe smalles (Brigadier General Joseph Hooker’s) a 8,342 men.
 M b k bu z v my  by umm. F y 18 by Femperor Napoleon Bonapare, army corps had dramaically alered
 u w Eu. Am m tm muv mv umb m qum, mm 2, u u, u. k w-w v, N u y, vy, -y umb bw 2, 4, m. Torces maneuvered independenly o one anoher, grealy increasing heF my’ mby. N b , w , “u yw.” N bu
 bk w bt m, by w b- muvby. T ym F w m v v Au Ru Auz 185, Pu J 186, Ru x y F. T Eu w-ers quickly learned he lesson. Beween 1809 and 1815, he Allied naionsorganized heir armies ino corps. Campaigns now emphasized maerialand endurance, raher han decisive batle. By he Batle o Waerloo and N W, u Eum vv m .
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 B e g i n n i n g s 5
 McClellan recognized he bene o organizing corps wihin heArmy o he Poomac. He was in unchared erriory, because no previ-ous American army had been large enough o warran heir creaion.No everyone recognized he need or army corps, even as he Unionorces swelled in srengh. General Wineld Scot, he general in chie o he Union army and he chie miliary advisor o Presiden Lincoln,argued ha he Army o he Poomac need only ake he eld organizedino brigades. Scot was no someone o discoun lighly. A veeran o every American war since 1812, Scot had achieved naional ame or hisbravery and leadership in he Mexican War. McClellan could no see
 i. Privaely he grumbled ha Scot “undersands nohing, appreciaesnohing, and is ever in my way.” In meeings wih Scot, McClellan cor-recly poined ou ha ghing orces “all he world over” were organizedino armies, corps, and divisions. McClellan hardly helped his cause,however, by reminding Scot ha he Mexican War was “a very smallafair” by comparison o he Civil War. Scot remained unconvinced,perhaps no surprisingly in he ace o a perceived proessional atack.7
 Te spli wih Scot became increasingly acrimonious, ueled largely 
 by M. v w w my m-m U my, M w m m u .H u uky . M w vvDemocra, and he ough primarily o preserve he Union. RadicalRepublicans in Congress, however, called or a no-holds barred sruggle m u y vy. My R mbv t b w qu. M-lan capured heir suppor by publicly ofering ha he Army o he
 Pm u m quky “u b bw.”McClellan could aford such boass because, a he momen, he miliary  mk w t’. u R bv M- y u m. U mu u m R, L w t O-b. M w u jb, b mm--   U my mm Amy Pm. WL w w bu b migh be oo grea or any one man, McClellan replied oherwise. “I can ,” u.9
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 6 defeaing lee
 Te pressures o command cowed many Civil War generals, bu, uby, mu M. W t , M wy z my , bu w u y. Hm b m u w my had gone ino batle; only hen would he know who among his opgenerals were “bes ted o exercise hese imporan commands.”10T um m vy, bu bm w Mv w m k my m. Amm--, M m wm V. A y w ju-u
 batalions presen in large number, hey were, in McClellan’s mind, u u- tk W. wm w U vy w v.
 T y z my m M w R. T m w u z my’ v m. T R M m u k xu u y 
 u m u Rm. O, w m v, M m v my organized ino divisions. Away rom Washingon and any Radical inu-, M m u y w ub ym- v w. Dm wu w w , w y m .
 T R tm u  
 w M by J mmt u War in December 1861. Members o he Join Commitee had he auhor-y v y U w , y quky k u qu w Amy Pm u borganized ino corps. Te one-sided debae eaured a procession o sar-sudded winesses. Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, he commander U t u Ru m u   W P, u b b my u u w-w v. E u umbu 3, m, , y u muv
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 B e g i n n i n g s
 o one anoher. Ta way, i one corps sufered atack, “here wouldb m .” G y, w y mu y wy  uu U my, . y u   “ ” N u my y efecively operae “large bodies o men in he eld.” Te only resisanceu m m M. T m mmb   J mmt mm my was a ricky business. Tese men “could no be sowed away in a pigeon-” y v m. U u w
 , u b w.Presiden Lincoln ulimaely ordered he creaion o army corps andbk k. H my . y  W Ew mmb J mmt y  u L w v w w. Ow U my “wu b .”’ um v my ky ww . k v m u
 m m Juy. A b m, w Dm. T w R Rub bu y my k mt my . T y m y. L, , Dm qu m mm  he army. Lincoln avoided he possibiliy by appoining McDowello he Firs Corps, Brigadier General Edwin Sumner o he Second, G mu Hzm T ,
 G Emu Ky Fu . T u - w -m v mm my, w Rub. I b, w mm m v ub u M.
 Lincoln has received some presen-day criicism or his decisiono advance he army’s senior-ranking division commanders o corpsmm. D “u” my mu y w“hidebound” ocers.16 And, in ruh, none o he our iniial Union mm w w mm. Y is hard o see wha Lincoln migh have done oherwise. Advancing
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 8 defeaing lee
 generals based on batleeld alen would have been ricky, becausew bt y b u. Ay, L w w w, y uv Rub m, y u. um w yu wu y v L vm. G w -k w , wv .7
 For an ocer generally no widely remembered oday, Edwinum vk m m w assumed command o he Second Corps. No one would deny ha Sum-
 my x y -k by w 1862. 1, um- j my u 181. H vuuy v x y- y, u I Mx w v 1 vy. T w k . y ubk v W, w U claimed ha Sumner was increasingly shor-empered. McClellanu w. T my mm uby -k
 ub “ .” I v, wv, M w. um w “,” by mm m, my .
 McClellan seemingly had a poin. Oher observers in he Army  Pm bv um w v mm .9 I , wv, um w b   u wy . T Iv MDw w w w um mm F ,
 u U u Ru. MDw mm E y u umm, w v u bkw m. I T , muHzm m y my y u my Sumner. Heinzelman was a horough soldier. Subordinaes whispered,wv, k , w, m. Emu Ky, Fu mm, w y k wriendship wih Wineld Scot. Keyes was more widely known hrough-u my 1861 y 1862 v u Rub- Py k. MDw, Hzm,
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 Ew um. T u U mm by L
 u y 1862, um bu w m b w m y x v bt . Lby .
 Ky w bv. u m m, m ubqu u my.
 A m m m um w my w y x mm. y w 1862, um wsixy-our years old. Te nex oldes corps commander was GeneralHzm, y y-u y . um m
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 1 defe aing lee
 w my “O u” y vy v.0 T by 1862 w . um mm m u, k b. mu y,um w w m w w-. T U mu u , k. u um by bu u u. H y v, mk qu w w m y m wum my v .
 Gy w, um m tv
 mm by w my x. I w wu qu m U v w,Sumner was undeniably aggressive. Lincoln gained rshand insighino Sumner’s all-or-nohing menaliy in mid-February 1861, when rav- - m , I, W, D..Rumors swirled ha souhern sympahizers planned o kill Lincolnwhile he swiched rains in Balimore. Mos o he assembled enourage,u A Pk, Pk N D-
 v Ay, u L w u w y. um, w my , w w - v. T m vy u y “d____ d piece o cowardice.” Insead, Sumner recommended ha regu- my u m, by y.L umy u, u y u . H t bu w u m by mu . Au
 v m u w 1862, L ky remembered Sumner’s good judgmen when appoining ocers o corpsmm.
 A mk um mm w b vu, w , m wm . Lkmany oher Civil War generals, Sumner had seen ciizen-soldiers inacion during he Mexican War. Unlike all bu a handul o his col-u, um m u w u Eu 1854. U u,Sumner had been asked by Secreary o War Jeferson Davis o compare
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