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CUMS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
 Shchedrin Concerto for Orchestra No.1, ‘Naughty Limericks’
 R. Strauss  Death and TransfigurationElgar Symphony No.2
 Saturday 18 March 2017, 8.00pmWest Road Concert Hall, Cambridge
 CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETYwww.cums.org.uk
 Principal Guest Conductor Sir Roger Norrington CBECUMS Conductor Laureate Stephen Cleobury CBE
 Principal Guest Conductor Cambridge University Chamber Orchestra Peter StarkDirector Cambridge University Chamber Choir Martin Ennis
 Associate Directors Cambridge University Chamber Choir David Lowe, Nicholas Mulroy
 Jamie Phillips conductor
 CUMS is grateful for the support of
 TTP Group – Principal Sponsor, Bloom Design, Christ’s College, Churchill College, Corpus Christi College, CUMS Fund, CUMS Supporters’ Circle, Emmanuel College, Gonville and Caius College, Jesus College, King’s College, Murray Edwards
 College, Newnham College, Peterhouse College, Robinson College, St Edmund’s College, St John’s College, Trinity College, University of Cambridge Faculty of Music, University of Cambridge Societies Syndicate, West Road Concert Hall, Wolfson College

Page 2
                        

PROGRAMME NOTESRodion Shchedrin (b.1932)Concerto for Orchestra No. 1, ‘Naughty Limericks’Whilst Rodion Shchedrin is not hugely well known, this incredible piece is in fact one of five concerti for orchestra written by this contemporary Russian composer. This eight-minute whistle-stop tour of the orchestra is irreverent, audacious and provocative, not only in content but in context. It was written as a gift to the late Mstislav Rostropovich, a figure not without controversy during the Cold War (he would ultimately be stripped of his Russian citizenship). Shchedrin’s relationships more broadly with Russian governments across his life are fascinating – he was the head of the Union of Composers of the Russian Federation during the Gorbachev era and yet he also maintained lifelong friendships with figures such as Rostropovich.
 “Naughty Limericks” is an inevitably unsatisfactory translation of the original Russian title, Ozorniye chastushki, which refers to a genre of brief, irreverent folk songs. Sometimes the work is titled Mischievous Melodies or Mischievous Ditties, but ultimately its
 conveyance seems to be of brevity and slightly off-colour lyrical content. Shchedrin has written, “Its specifically musical traits are a four-square and asymmetric structure, a deliberately primitive melody of few notes, driving syncopated rhythm, improvisation, repetition involving variation and most of all a sense of humour pervading both words and music.”
 Humour is certainly not missing from this piece, and compressed into just eight minutes are some of the most eccentric performance directions in the rep-ertoire. The percussion are invited to use wooden spoons as beaters; the string section is ordered to tap their bows on their music stands; solos come soaring (though certainly not sawing) from the back desks of the violins and violas; and all the wrong beats of the bar are accented continually. Listen out also for the strange chord of B major at the very end, after an insistent finale in B flat.
 Richard Strauss (1864–1949)Death and Transfiguration Death and Transfiguration is one of the most cele-brated tone poems ever written, and chief among its celebrants was Strauss himself who, upon his death-bed sixty years later, remarked less than modestly that the experience of death was exactly how he’d composed it all those years ago. An accompanying poem by Alexander von Ritter was commissioned at Strauss’ request, so we know in good detail the images inspired and evoked by this programmatic work.
 The opening Largo section depicts an old artist dying alone in a dark room. The irregular pulsating rhythm heard at first in the violas and then famously in the timpani is the ticking of a broken clock, heavily associated with the man’s faltering heartbeat. The proceeding Allegro agitato movement is alive with conflict, as the artist recalls the struggles of his life. The conflict receives no real resolution, but we are thrown instead into a bitterly ironic recollection of
 happier times, perhaps of the artist’s childhood. Just as the music flourishes, the hammer-blow of death is sounded and the artist falls into darkness. But he is then offered divine redemption and ‘transfiguration’, ascending to Heaven where he can finally find the peace that he never had in life.
 Unsurprisingly, this work owes a great debt to Wagner, who was a huge influence on Strauss. Indeed, even the title derives from Liebestod und Verklärung, which was the original name of Wagner’s Vorspiel und Liebestod. Strauss’ treatment of the symbolic motif, often called Leitmotif when associated with Wagner, is particularly impressive and subtle. Whilst the ‘transfiguration’ theme is played by the whole orchestra upon the artist’s ascension to Heaven, it is in fact also present throughout the artist’s rec-ollection of his life, giving this through-composed work a remarkable sense of organicism reminiscent of Wagner.
 Edward Elgar (1857-1934)Symphony No. 2I. Allegro vivace e nobilmenteII. Larghetto
 III. RondoIV. Moderato e maestoso
 “What is the matter with them, Billy? They sit there like a lot of stuffed pigs.” The Billy that Elgar is addressing here is the violinist William Reed, the
 stuffed pigs the concert-going public, and the occasion the somewhat lukewarm première of the composer’s second symphony. Whilst today the
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work is considered one of the greatest symphonies in the English repertoire, it was in fact sadly under-appreciated in its day, and the piece is one of the last that Elgar composed before his relatively early retirement from composition following the death of his wife.
 Dedicated to King Edward VII, who had died a year earlier, the symphony was nostalgic even in its own day. Laced with musical allusion, the piece balances moments of sublime grandeur with some of Elgar’s most intimate and personal writing. The joyous, bounding energy of the beginning (Elgar’s own tribute to a particularly charismatic monarch) gives way gradually to a highly contemplative style, often charged with a profound sense of poignancy. Elgar said later that he had “written out his soul” in the symphony, and there is a sense of the Mahlerian in the piece’s unrelenting exploration and nuance of its own musical character.
 Attempts to align Elgar’s symphonic works to the central European tradition are often overlooked, perhaps out of our desire to paint the composer as an uncomplicated English icon. The solemn, moustachioed face that stared proudly out of the old twenty-pound note is surely an appealing aesthetic, but Elgar’s music has a great deal more in common with his contemporary German sym-phonists than we might expect – fitting, then, that it should be performed tonight alongside Strauss’ Death and Transfiguration. Indeed, Elgar’s interest in the Germanic tradition was also an historical one, and it is possible to hear elements – often direct quotations – from Brahms’ German Requiem in this symphony. The very end of the work has also been compared to Brahms’ third, as it shies away from a
 grand, declamatory finale in favour of a more intro-spective conclusion. Allen Gimbel has even pointed out implicit allusions to Der Meistersinger, arguing that in drawing such parallels Elgar is making a statement of his own artistic independence perhaps similar to the character of Walther in the opera.
 However, as the great Leonard Bernstein pointed out, whilst the endless intellectual nods to the German composers are impressive, much of the ge-nius of Elgar lies in the originality of his own beautiful melodies and the paradoxical way that such origi-nality is married to a bizarrely familiar, conservative and undoubtedly English sound, despite operating within a style dominated by European idioms and despite also Elgar’s aversion to the appropriation of English folk music as means to achieve new tonal possibilities.
 The orchestration of this symphony is one of the many things to be marvelled at here: full-bodied, romantic and lush it certainly is, but Elgar’s masterful understanding of the sheer variety of possibilities for orchestral colour always dominates. Instruments are grouped in unusual combinations, so that every melody is coloured in a unique and pleasing way. It is testament no doubt to Elgar’s rich experience as both an orchestral violinist and later a conductor. The harmony, too, is some of the most adventurous in Elgar’s repertoire, and at times the tonal centre is completely lost, giving way to romantic meanders of extraordinary intensity. Unlike the first symphony, the emphasis of this piece seems to be on continuity over dramatic conflict, and tempo changes are often so subtle that it is quite often not until a great climax that we realise how much the mood of the music has shifted.
 BIOGRAPHIESJamie PhillipsJamie Phillips first came to international atten-tion through his success in the Nestle Salzburg Conducting Award in 2012. He has since developed a strong guest conducting profile, demonstrating a natural authority and confidence on the rostrum, which he combines with a clear, expressive tech-nique and innate musicality. He has been described as having “an uncommon ability to pick up a familiar piece by the scruff its neck and shake invigorating new life into it.” – Bachtrack.
 Engagements in the 2016/17 season include debuts with the Oslo Philharmonic, Tonkünstler Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Copenhagen Philharmonic, the orches-tra of the Opéra de Rouen Normandie, and Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra Katowice.
 Phillips returns to the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, Orchestre de Chambre de Lausanne, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and Philharmonie Zuidnederland.
 In recent seasons, Phillips has conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic when in residence as a Gustavo Dudamel Fellow, the BBC Symphony
 Programme notes by John Tothill
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CUMS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAVIOLIN IEr-Gene Kahng, WAnahita Falaki, DOWZiruo Zhang, HHErin Barnard, GSacha Lee, JEIsaac Barkway, QWard Haddadin, KMing-Shih Hwang, EDAlex Gunasekera, CCHarry Perkin, CLAlice Wang, CHRJoseph Leech, PEMLizzie Millar, SEHattie Hunter, JE
 VIOLIN IIKemper Edwards, JNMallika Buckle, KMarco Gasparetto, HHTianyu Wang, TSmriti Ramakrishnan, MURKevin Kerr, JESerena Shah, JEEmily Bowen, GTanya Kundu, CLMillie Newis, MBecky Brooks, TVandan Parmar, CC
 VIOLAArran Hope, TKonrad Bucher, GAnna Moody, TRobert Pearce-Higgins, MAngela Wittmann, NSamuel Franklin, FMathilda Pynegar, HOSophie Trotter, CAI
 Daniel Jackson, PETFranca Hoffmann, CHR
 CELLOOrla Papadakis, NChristopher Hedges, GHarry Ellison-Wright, CLOliver Pickard, SIDSebastian Ober, CAILaurence Cochrane, PEMEthan Gardner, RJudy Sayers, T
 DOUBLE BASSChris Roberts*David Bossanyi, JNSam Brown, CCGraeme Hollingdale*
 FLUTECharlotte Eves, JNJoseph Curran, PEMChristina Alishaw, SID
 OBOEAdam Phillips, CLPippa Stevens, JE
 COR ANGLAISMarie-Louise James, T
 CLARINETChloe Allison, SECaroline Grint, MUR
 BASS CLARINETTara Hill, K
 E FLAT CLARINETHolly Eade, JE
 BASSOONMiguel Goncalves, CLStacey Newlin*
 CONTRABASSOONDominic O’Sullivan*
 HORNGrant Wilder, CHRMoritz Grimm, RFrances Leith*Elizabeth Nightingale, JE
 TRUMPETNick Smith, HOCharlie Fraser, JNEd Liebrecht, JEJonathan Lewis-Brown, PEM
 TROMBONEWilliam Barnes-McCallum, CTHMax Wilkinson, TLuke Fitzgerald, CAIMarco Zambonini, CLH
 TUBAAbbas Khan, CAI
 TIMPANITom Else, CC
 PERCUSSIONRobin Otter, DOWChristina Burke, MECezary Lastowski, EDAgnes Fung, JE
 HARPLizzy Scorah*Aoife Miralles*
 PIANOLeo Popplewell, CL
 *Guest player
 Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Royal Northern Sinfonia, Manchester Camerata, Nash Ensemble, the orchestra of Welsh National Opera, Ulster Orchestra, RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra, Mozarteumorchester Salzburg, Camerata Salzburg, Deutsche Radio Philharmonie, Swedish Chamber Orchestra, Helsingborg Symphony Orchestra, Luxembourg Philharmonic Orchestra, and Brussels Philharmonic.
 Phillips was Assistant Conductor of the Hallé from 2012 – 2015 and was the youngest conductor to work with the orchestra. In the 2015/16 season the
 orchestra created the post of Associate Conductor for him.
 Jamie Phillips is a committed advocate of new music and in the 2016/17 season he will appear on a new recording on NMC of orchestral music by Tarik O’Regan recorded with the Hallé. In September 2014, recorded the music of Scottish composer, Helen Grime, together with Sir Mark Elder and the Hallé Orchestra and released on the NMC Label: “Performances are spot-on, not least from the or-chestra’s assistant conductor, Jamie Phillips, making an auspicious debut on disc.”
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETYCambridge University Musical Society (CUMS) is one of the oldest and most distinguished university music societies in the world. It offers a world-class musical education for members of the University and local residents, nurturing the great musicians of the future and providing performing opportunities for over 500 Cambridge musicians every year.
 The Society has played a pivotal role in British mu-sical life for almost 170 years. It has educated such luminaries as Sir Andrew Davis, Sir Mark Elder, Sir John Eliot Gardiner, Edward Gardner, Christopher Hogwood and Robin Ticciati, has given world or UK premieres of works by Brahms, Holloway, Lutoslawski, Maxwell Davies, Rutter, Saxton and Vaughan Williams, and has given successive gen-erations of Cambridge musicians the experience of visiting conductors and soloists including Britten, Dvořák, Kodály, Menuhin and Tchaikovsky. Since the 1870s, CUMS has enjoyed the leadership of several of Britain’s finest musicians, including Sir Charles Villiers Stanford, Sir David Willcocks, Sir Philip Ledger, and, from 1983 to 2009, Stephen Cleobury.
 In 2009 Stephen Cleobury assumed a new role as Principal Conductor of the CUMS Chorus, and Sir Roger Norrington was appointed as Principal Guest Conductor. Martin Yates, ‘one of the most exciting and versatile British conductors of his generation’ in the words of The Times, joined the team as Principal
 Conductor of the CUMS Symphony Orchestra; and a Great Conductors series was launched with the objective of exposing CUMS members to a succes-sion of world-class visiting conductors.
 In February 2010 CUMS entered another new phase of its development when it merged with the Cambridge University Chamber Orchestra and Cambridge University Music Club. In October 2010 the Society launched the Cambridge University Lunchtime Concerts — a new series of weekly chamber recitals at West Road Concert Hall show-casing the University’s finest musical talent. In 2011 it merged with the Cambridge University Chamber Choir, which is directed by directed by Martin Ennis, David Lowe and Nicholas Mulroy.
 CUMS continues to provide opportunities for the University’s finest student soloists and conductors by awarding conducting scholarships and concerto prizes, and it actively encourages new music by running a composition competition and premièring at least one new work each year. Recent highlights have included Wagner’s Parsifal (Act III) conduct-ed by Sir Mark Elder, a recording of The Epic of Everest’s original score for the British Film Institute, a concert of Haydn and Mendelssohn at Kings Place, London conducted by Sir Roger Norrington and Verdi’s Otello (Act I) conducted by Richard Farnes.
 Joel Sandelson conducting CUMS Symphony Orchesta in Bonn University Hall, July 2016
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CUMS OFFICERS 2016/17Cambridge University Musical Society is a registered charity, limited by guarantee (no.1149534) with a board of trustees chaired by Stuart Laing. The Society also administers The CUMS Fund with its own board of Trustees. The day to day running of the ensembles is undertaken by the student presidents and their committees with professional support.
 Advisors to the ensembles Maggie HeywoodChristopher LawrencePaul NicholsonMartin RichardsonJohn Willan
 Trustees of CUMS Stuart Laing (chairman)Simon FaircloughJames FurberStephen JohnsDavid PickardJo WhiteheadLiz WinterNigel Yandell
 Trustees of the CUMS Fund
 Chris FordNicholas ShawAlan FindlayPeter JohnstoneJenny Reavell
 Vice Chairman Jo Whitehead
 Executive Director Chloe Davidson
 CUMS Senior Treasurer Chris Ford
 CUMS Treasurer Nicholas Shaw
 CUMS Symphony Chorus Manager
 William Bowes
 Marketing and Fundraising
 Coordinator, CUCO Orchestra Manager, CUMS SO Assistant Orchestra Manager
 Helen McKeown
 Cambridge University Chamber Choir Manager
 Rhiannon Randle
 CUMS Librarian and Alumni Secretary
 Maggie Heywood
 Supporters’ Circle Secretary
 Christine Skeen
 CUMS Instrument Managers
 Dave EllisPhilip HowieSam Kemp
 CUMS Student President Mathilda Pynegar
 Vice Presidents Richard AndrewesNicholas CookSir John Meurig-Thomas
 Principal Guest Conductor Sir Roger Norrington CBE
 CUMS Conductor Laureate Stephen Cleobury CBE
 Principal Guest Conductor, Cambridge University
 Chamber Orchestra
 Peter Stark
 Director, Cambridge University Chamber Choir
 Martin Ennis
 Associate Directors, Cambridge University Chamber Choir
 David Lowe Nicholas Mulroy
 President, Cambridge University Chamber Orchestra
 Isabel Cocker
 President, CUMS Symphony Orchestra
 Sacha Lee
 President, CUMS Symphony Chorus
 Jenny Reavell
 President, CUMS Concert Orchestra
 Héloïse Lecomte
 President, Cambridge University Wind Orchestra
 Joseph Curran
 President, Cambridge University Lunchtime Concerts
 Alice Webster
 President, Cambridge University Percussion Ensemble
 Jonathan Morell
 CUMS Conducting Scholar John Tothill
 Assistant Conductors Jack BazalgetteToby Hession
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CUMS SUPPORTERS’ CIRCLEJoin the CUMS Supporters’ CircleSince it was founded in 1843, CUMS has provided unique oppor-tunities for successive generations of Cambridge musicians. It has immeasurably enriched the cultural life of the university and city, and, having launched many of the biggest careers in classical music, it has played a pivotal role in the musical world beyond.
 CUMS receives no core funding from the University, and income from ticket sales does not meet the full cost of delivering a world-class musical education. The CUMS Supporters’ Circle has been established to address this pressing financial need.
 All those who value Cambridge’s splendid musical heritage, and who want the University to provide opportunities for the finest young musicians of the twenty-first century, are invited to join the CUMS Supporters’ Circle. Membership of the Circle is through annual do-nation to CUMS. There are six levels of donation:
 Donor: £100-£249 per annum Donors enjoy
 • contributing membership of the Society, entitling them to priority booking for performances
 • the opportunity to buy a concert season ticket• acknowledgement in CUMS concert programmes and on the
 website• invitations to drinks reception each term at West Road• regular updates on key CUMS projects and events
 Benefactor: £250-£499 per annumPrincipal Benefactor: £500-£999 per annum
 All of the above plus• opportunities to sit in on selected rehearsals
 The Stanford Circle: £1,000-£2,499 per annumAll of the above plus
 • the opportunity to be recognised as the supporter of a specific activity each season
 The Vaughan Williams Circle: £2,500+The Britten Circle: £10,000+To become a Member of the CUMS Supporters’ Circle, please com- plete a membership form and return it to the address shown thereon. To obtain a form please visit our website or email Helen McKeown, Fundraising Co-ordinator, at [email protected]. If you pay UK or Capital Gains Tax, CUMS is able to boost your donation by 25 pence per pound through Gift Aid.
 In helping us reach our targets, you will become part of an extraordinary musical tradition.
 SUPPORTERS’ CIRCLEThe Britten Circle£10,000+Adrian and Jane Frostand an anonymous donor
 The Vaughan Williams Circle£2,500+Monica ChambersThe Stanford Circle£1,000-£2,499 per annumSir Keith Stuartand an anonymous donor
 Principal Benefactors£500-£999 per annumSimon FaircloughJustin LeeThe New Europe Societyand two anonymous donors
 Benefactors£250-£499 per annumAngela and Rod Ashby-JohnsonStuart FfoulkesStuart and Sibella LaingSimon and Lydia LebusR. MoseyDavid MundayHowarth PennyNeil Petersenand four anonymous donors
 Donors£100-£249 per annumDr Anne E AllanRichard AndrewesJohn Barber Frank and Genevieve BenfieldPhil and Carol BrownChris CoffinRobert CulshawMartin DarlingProfessor Helen DentDrs I and Z Ellison-WrightAlan FindlayC J B FordCaroline GoulderAndrew and Rachel GraceMichael GwinnellDonald and Rachel HearnPhilip and Lesley Helliar Mr Jonathan Hellyer JonesRuth and Mike HolmesLady JenningsJennie KingTom KohlerChristopher Lawrence Debbie Lowther & John Short John MacInnesSue MarshAndrew MorrisPaul NicholsonVal NortonEdward PowellKathryn PuffettDr Ian Randle and Dr Sharon Gibbs Judith RattenburyRuth RattenburyHugh Salimbeni Catherine SharpDr M. L. SharpPeter ShawdonRobert and Christine SkeenAndrew SoundyVeronica and Alex SutherlandGrahame and Cilla SwanDr Patricia TateSir John Meurig ThomasJo StansfieldMary Stapleton Jo WhiteheadRuth WilliamsMr and Mrs Wittmanand seventeen anonymous donors
 Honorary Life MemberMaggie Heywood
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