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Counting Civil War Casualties,

Week-By-Week,

For The

Abraham Lincoln PresidentialLibrary and Museum

By Darroch Greer

The statistics simply did not exist. We needed the casualties
over the four years

of the American Civil War broken down week-by-week. Many
statistics existed,

of course, but they needed to be updated, verified, assembled,
and edited into a

consolidated table to achieve weekly totals commensurate with
recent Civil Warscholarship. This paper outlines the process of an
inquiry into this historical

imbroglio.

As this table is now finished and may be used as a reference by
others or, better

yet, improved by others, it is important that we document and
publish the

thodology and sources that went into its creation.

Union dead are lefton the field near

Seminary Ridge

after the first day of

fighting at the Battle

of Gettysburg.

Photograph courtesy of

the Illinois State

Historical Library
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ecause of its unique approach, combining

educational content with entertainment

design and technology, BRC Imagination Arts

was awarded the contract to design and produce

the content for the museum portion of the

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library andMuseum in Springfield,
Illinois. One of the

central components to the museum is The

Journey, a series of connected galleries

plunging visitors into Lincolns life. Within

The Journey there are many galleries, but in

one, The War Gallery, guests discover a large

video screen playing a continuously looped

digital film, The Civil War in Four Minutes.

This is an animated map showing the shifting

boundaries of the Union, Confederate, and

border states from the election of President

Lincoln on November 6, 1860, to Confederate

General Simon Bolivar Buckners surrender of

the Trans-Mississippi West to Union General

Edward R. S. Canby in New Orleans, May 26,

1865. The time compression scale has one

week of the war playing in one second of screen

time, so the 220 weeks of the war flash past in

220 seconds, which is almost four minutes;

hence, our title.

Starting with an earth-tone map of the

continental United States, we zoom toward

the eastern United States to focus on the

main theaters of war. Lincoln is elected, and

as the Confederate states secede they turn

red. The Union states turn blue with theattack on Fort Sumter.
The border states

remain in earth tones until the two forces

meet. As the film plays, we see the shifting

Union and Confederate borders, pushed and

pulled by troop movements and battles,

throughout the course of the war. It is an

interesting thumbnail sketch and gives one a

clear idea of how the war progressed, as well

as a visual understanding of Northern and

Southern strategies. Near the bottom of the

map is a running timeline, which keeps

perspective of the wars progress. Off to the

side, in the Atlantic Ocean, is a running tally

of casualties for both the North and South,

looking like two odometers. This small but

important corner of the map is the focus of

the historical investigation you are about to

read.

Photograph Courtesy

of BRC Imagination

Arts

B
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he idea of the weekly casualty count, of

course, is to make an impact on

viewers. Part of the fascination with the

Civil War is the evidence of violence on a

scale that most of us cant imagine today.

Recall the oft-quoted statistic: MoreAmericans died in the Civil
War than in all

of Americas other wars combined (until

Vietnam). What compelled so many

Americans to go to war, on our own soil,

and stay at it through four long years of

death and destruction? A statistic can bring

questions like this to mind and hopefully

ignite the curiosity to look further into our

past. Though there are no definitive

numbers of casualties for the Union or

Confederate Armies, we felt it important to

provide a total in order for our viewers to

grasp the immensity of the sacrifice. We

wanted to portray the casualty figures both

as large as historically possible, the more

dramatically to show the toll of the war on

Lincoln and the country, and as accurately as

possible, based on the latest research.

At a meeting with BRCs Executive Producer

Bob Rogers and Charlie Otte, the director ofthe film, we
discussed, briefly, what a

casualty should be killed and wounded

and laid out a schema for adding up the

casualties chronologically battle by battle. For

reference we had been using a copy of The

Civil War Battlefield Guide, Second Edition,

edited by Frances Kennedy for the

Conservation Fund1. The book is well laid-

out, with the battles in chronological order by

theater. At the end of each battles chapter,

there is a casualty count. All that needed to be

done, it seemed, was to add up the battles and

come up with a total. What could be simpler?

I decided to take a long lunch and browse in

my favorite used bookstore.

First Lieutenant Thomas P.

James was mortally wounded

at the Battle of Ashley Station.

Photo Courtesy of Illinois State

Historical Library

J. M. McDonald, flag-bearer for

the 30th Illinois, was killed at

the battle of Atlanta, Georgia,

July 22, 1864.

Photo Courtesy of Illinois State

Historical Library

Reduced to 45 lbs., John W.

January amputated his own feet in

Andersonville Prison to save

himself from scurvy.

Photo Courtesy of Illinois State Historical

Library

T
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he supervising historian for the project

was Illinois State Historian Thomas F.

Schwartz, Ph.D. We asked him for advice as

to what sources to review. He replied, I

must confess that trying to get ones arms

around the Civil War casualty problem is likeherding cats. He
said most scholars today

were looking beyond the traditional sources

Frederick DyersA Compendium of the War

of the Rebellion(1908), William Foxs

Regimental Losses in the American Civil War

1861-1865(1889), Thomas Livermores

Numbers and Losses in the Civil War in

America 1861-65(1900), the U.S. Surgeon

Generals Office report Chronological

Summary of Engagements and Battles (Civil

War)(1873), and the U.S. War Departments

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of

the Official Records of the Union and

Confederate Armies(1890-1901) most of

which are based on often incomplete battle

reports. Tom directed me to the Civil War

Sites Advisory Commission of the National

Park Service, as well as the Gilder Lehrmans

History Online, and the United States Civil

War Center, which uses Department of

Defense tallies.

2

Instead of going back to all of these

traditional sources Dwyer, Livermore, E. B.

Long I decided to base our count on the two

most recent comprehensive reports which

used these traditional sources as their starting

points, then augmented them with what I

assumed was the latest in Civil War research:

The Civil War Battlefield Guideby The

Conservation Fund and the National Park

Services American Battlefield Protection

Program and their Report on the Nations

Civil War Battlefields by the Civil War Sites

Advisory Committee3, which Tom had

recommended.

A nurse tends to wounded soldiers in

a federal hospital in Nashville,

Tennessee.

Photograph Courtesy of United States Army

Military History Institute

T
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In looking over the casualty figures from

different sources, the data differed,

sometimes substantially. There were large

discrepancies in the number of casualties in

one instance more than 9,000 in one battle.

(TheBattlefield Guidelists casualties for theBattle of
Nashville, in which the Union army

destroyed the Army of the Tennessee as a

fighting force, as 3,061 Union and 6,500

Confederate; the Battlefield Protection

Program lists only 88 casualties total.)

Some battle statistics were specific numbers,

while other sources rounded those numbers.

Some totals were only KIB killed in battle

others included wounded and/or died of

disease, and still others included prisoners.

The figures were so various, I made a

spreadsheet comparing all the different

classifications of totals in order to determine

what we were striving for and to make sure

our totals, when completed, would fall within

range of the known scholarship. Statisticswere compared from a
range of recent

sources in books and on the internet,

including Shelby Foote, James McPherson,

Gilder Lehrmans History Online,

civilwarhome.com, the Civil War Center, and

the Surgeon Generals Office Chronological

Summary. (On the far right are the figures

from theBattlefield Guideappendix, to which

I will refer later.) Here is the chart:

Comparative Totals UNION

Shelby

Foote4

James

McPherson5

Gilder

Lehrman6

Civilwar-

home.com7

Civil War

Center8

Surgeon

General9

CWBG

Appendix10

killed in battle 110,000 111,904 110,070 110,070 110,070died of
disease 255,000 197,388 250,152 249,458 224,586prisoners /

accidents30,19224,881 24,877

total dead 365,000 360,000 364,365 360,222 359,528 359,533
364,511wounded 275,000 277,401 275,175 250,000 281,881TOTAL USA

CASUALTIES640,000 641,766 634,703 609,533 646,392

Comparative Totals CONFEDERATE

Shelby

Foote

James

McPhersonGilder

Lehrman

Civilwar-

home.com

Civil War

CenterCWBG

Appendix

killed in battle 94,000 94,000 94,000 74,524died of disease
162,000 140,000 164,000 124,000prisoners /

accidents

total dead 256,000 260,000 234,000 258,000 198,524
260,000wounded 194,000 195,000 137,000 194,000TOTAL CSA

CASUALTIES450,000 429,000 335,524 454,000
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ext, I gathered the battle-by-battle

casualty totals on separate spreadsheets

from theBattlefield Guideand the American

Battlefield Protection Program. The

Battlefield Guidesometimes mentionsprisoner totals separately
from the battles

casualty count, sometimes not. I called

Frances Kennedy, editor and principal

contributor of The Civil War Battlefield

Guide, to find out if her casualty figures

reflect the latest in historical science and the

most accurate numbers. (Ms. Kennedy is

also director of the Civil War Battlefield

Campaign for the Conservation Fund, a

national non-profit organization working in

partnership with other organizations and

agencies to acquire land for conservation.

Incidentally, the proceeds from the sale of

her invaluable book go to battlefield

preservation.)

Ms. Kennedy said the original work was

done in 1991 through 1993. The casualty

numbers for individual battles doinclude

prisoners, but do not include death from

disease. There have been subsequentstudies, some paid for with
grants from

particular battlefields. Some of this new

information was included in the Second

Edition of theBattlefield Guide, published in

1998. As the foundation for her count, Ms.

Kennedy used the U. S. Surgeon Generals

list. From there she went to individual

historians for updates, as well as to some

regimental histories. Her figures were

finished in 1997. (That year, the AmericanBattlefield Protection
Program and their

Civil War Sites Advisory Commission also

updated their figures.) At this date, to my

knowledge, there is no more up-to-date

comprehensive guide to casualties of the

Civil War that covers the entire war. Ms.

Kennedy added that she has not received any

criticism.

11

Curiously, the casualties in theBattlefield

Guidehad not been added up. Appendix 4

in the back of the book compared War

Statistics of Americas wars, compiling

dead and wounded figures for the Civil

War, put together by Robert W. Meinhard,

professor of history emeritus Winona State

University. He used the same old sources:

E. B. Longs The Civil War Day by Dayand

Thomas LivermoresNumbers and Losses in

the Civil War in America, 1861-1865, along

with James McPhersonsBattle Cry of

Freedom. Why didnt the books editor

simply add up the figures in theBattlefield

Guide?

Ms. Kennedy said she didnt reconcile the

384 battles because we still dont know

enough about all of them for a definitive

total. Underlining the difficulty of the taskshe said, We dont
even have a total for the

Vietnam War. She advised me to use that

data we know are good, the totals from the

big battles the big slaughters, as she

called them then divvy the rest of them

up. She encouraged me to go to the

particular State or Federal Parks and talk to

the expert historians there.12

I knew we

would have nowhere near the time needed to

complete such a task. We had hired a filmcompany to render the
Battle Map and they

had already started work. They would need

our figures soon.

N
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I began filling in spreadsheets one for the

Union and one for the Confederacy, one

from theBattlefield Guideand one from the

ABPP listing all 384 battles. Since the

Battle Map would move at a rate of one

second per week, the battles were all linkedchronologically to
the 220 weeks of the war

from April 7-13, 1861, to June 18-24, 1865

so that a weeks totals could be added up

across all theaters of the war. Next to the

column naming the battles and their

individual dates were four more columns:

the casualties for each individual battle;

the seasonal attrition, which represented

the averaged deaths by disease each week;

the weekly losses for the combined battles

and disease count; and the running total,

which simply added the new weekly figure

to the total before it. This last column would

be what we would see, fleetingly, in the

casualty counter on the map.

Where they could be determined, prisoners

were deleted from each battles count, with

the thought that as these prisoners were

paroled and exchanged (during the first half

of the war), they could return to fight and beinjured and be
counted again. And, by the

way, what exactly is a casualty? I wrote

up a definition with which we began

working:

A casualty represents someone

killed or wounded in battle,

death from disease, wounds, or

accidents, and missing. The

figures do NOT include

prisoners, excluded whereverpossible, since prisoners were

often paroled or traded and

could therefore fight and be

counted again.

For twenty-eight battles in theBattlefield

Guidecasualties for the Union and

Confederacy were combined together in one

number. Some of these casualty numbers

were under 100 men total, but several ofthem were substantial:
Manassas Gap totaled

440, Rapidan River 723, four battles of the

Bermuda Hundred Campaign 3,609, Yellow

Tavern 800, Reams Station 1,445, and

Wilmington, North Carolina, 1,150. I

divided these casualty totals in half. (When

the number was odd, I gave the extra

casualty to the Confederacy to be

courteous.) TheBattlefield Guideseemed a

little more accurate than the Report on theNations Civil War
Battlefields by the

American Battlefield Protection Program, as

ABPP more often combined casualty totals

of the opposing armies and more often gave

rounded casualty numbers.

Major Maurice Dee of the 11th Illinois

Cavalry was killed by Captain Alexander

Jessup of the 5th Illinois Cavalry while

playing "William Tell."

Photograph Courtesy of Illinois State

Historical Library
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hen the initial counts were tallied they

ran high. Having decided to count

death from disease, I added in round

numbers: 250,000 for the Union, which was

not the highest figure I found (Shelby

Foote), but fit within several hundred of theCivil War Centers
number from the

Department of Defense and

civilwarhome.com, based on Livermore and

Fox. I used 164,000 for the Confederacy,

matching the highest figure, presuming the

Confederate dead had been undercounted.

Added to the battle-by-battle casualty figures

from theBattlefield Guide, I arrived at a

Union total of 659,390. This was 20- to

25,000 over the next closest totals on the

comparative spreadsheet. For the

Confederacy I had 531,856, 80- to 100,000

over the next closest totals.

I needed to speak with some Civil War

historians and experts to find out if these

figures could be justified. I began by writing

to Gary Gallagher, the John L. Nau III Chair

in Civil War history at the University of

Virginia, telling him of my fears that the

numbers might seem inflated or that theBattlefield Guideas my
primary source

might become out-dated. Mr. Gallagher

sympathized with my frustration, particularly

with regards to the South where the numbers

are hard to pin down and are often too low

in the standard sources. He recommended I

go to monographs on individual battles,

particularly to look at the Wilderness and

Spotsylvania. Then get ready for people to

dispute your numbers whatever you decide

to use. I dont think there is any chance that

the traditional figures are too high.

13

Paul Hawke, chief of interpretation and

resource management at Shiloh National

Military Park and secretary-treasurer of the

Civil War Fortification Study Group, replied

to my request for help, and though he

muddied the waters further, he helped me

better understand at what I was looking.

There were officially 625,000 +/- deaths

during the war. Now we know that upwards

of 1 million died as direct results of

battlefield wounds in the 50+ years after the

war. It is hard to say that the veteran that

died in 1921 as a result of wounds received

on Sept. 17, 1862, is a casualty of Antietam.

But it is being done. I think you get my

point. Mr. Hawke advised me to call each

state and national park battlefield and speak

to the park historians (not administration

staff). He said these numbers would be

different than the standard sources as well,but at least they
will be based on research

conducted by those who do this every

day.What ever numbers you use, a large

number of people will consider them wrong;

that is the way it is with Civil War

history.14

W
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Knowing we would never have the time to

contact a sizable fraction of historians at

different battlefields, I decided to at least make a

partial attempt. The opening battle of the Civil

War, Fort Sumter, has casualty counts variously

reported as none, one, two, and, in theBattlefield Guide,
eleven. Though it would

make very little difference to the casualty count,

I wanted to find out about the discrepancies. I

contacted the historian at Fort Sumter National

Monument, Richard W. Hatcher III. Mr.

Hatcher wrote a terse reply: The military

definition of casualty is one injured, killed,

captured, or missing in action against an enemy.

In the bombardment no one on either side was

killed, but several on both sides were either

slightly wounded or injured. [Italics added.]

When pressed further as to a single casualty,

Rick Hatcher wrote back and helped further

define what we were counting:

the 600,000 (+/-) military personnel who lost

their lives in the war include those who died

from disease/illness, as prisoners of war, and I'm

sure, drowning, struck by lighting, accidental

discharge of a weapon, hit by a train, etc, etc. If

a soldier/sailor died while in the service fromany cause he
became a casualty and is

included in the 600,000 figure. However, if the

broad military definition of casualty is used

(injured, killed, captured, ormissing in action)

the Civil War casualty [count] would stand at

well over one million. [Italics added.]

Mr. Hatcher then laid out the situation for the

casualty count at Fort Sumter. As for the

deaths at Fort Sumter on 14 April 1861. PrivateDaniel Hough was
killed, almost instantly, when

loading a blank round in one of the cannon

during the surrender ceremony the gun went off

prematurely. Some of the burning embers from

this discharge dropped onto a pile of blank

cartridges, causing these to explode. Soldiers

George Fielding, John Irwin, George

Pinchard, Edward Gallway, and James

Hayes were all injured. Private Gallway

died a few hours later. So there were two

deaths, not one. What the figure of 11 Union

casualties is based on is unknown to me.Major Anderson's report
on page 12, Series

I, volume I of the OFFICIAL RECORDS

lists only those who were killed or injured on

14 April for a total of six (6). I do not know

the basis for the other five (5) casualties.15

So much for definitive casualty counts. Yes,

this was proving to be a bigger job than the

production schedule of the Museum would

allow. I still wanted to contact several more

historians, but I decided I would primarily

trust the Battlefield Guide and its diligent

reporting and editing by Frances Kennedy

and her fellow historians. Every historian

with whom I spoke mentioned both Frances

Kennedy and the book favorably.

Next, I received a reply from David Lowe,

National Park Service historian, on the staff

of the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission.

Ah, casualty figures, opened Mr. Lowe inhis email. The Tar Baby
of Civil War

research!! He gave background on all the

traditional sources, yet mentioned there are

problems and errors with each. Thankfully,

Mr. Lowe addressed the task of trying to pro-

rate deaths from disease over a given period

of time. He threw out several suggestions for

adjusting figures, most of which we

implemented. Average 35% more deaths in

the first year of the war before the troopswere seasoned
(measles and mumps)?

Average 30% more deaths in winter than in

summer (influenza, pneumonia)? 8% more

deaths in the colder winter of 62-63 than the

milder winter of 63-64? A bulge in summer

1863 when forces in the field reached their
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peak, minus the seasoning factor?

Along with the tar-baby analogy, David

Lowe also gave us the best advice for the

entire project. Compare all available

sources of statistics. Find a mean thats

acceptable to you. Round off to the nearestthousand (so as not
to delude yourself as to

the level of accuracy). Divide total deaths

by the number of weeks of war. Come up

with a statistical adjustment for early

war/later war, winter/summer, and be

content.15

Hubris briefly stepped in to make me balk at

this advice. I was proud of our particular

numbers. But fairly quickly I became

sensible of the many holes in my effort. The

final numbers would be rounded to the

nearest thousand. Lowe left off with these

words: So long as you describe your

process and cite your sources, Civil War

historians will understand (and forgive) the

difficulty of your task. It was a messy war.

With this information from David Lowe, I

started figuring in the disease tally

seasonally. I didnt start the disease countuntil the week of
June 23-29, 1861, in order

to give new recruits a chance to get to camp,

catch a disease, and languish. The recruits

who suffered the most were those from west

of the Appalachian Mountains who were not

as immune to disease as those from the

populated east. Large central training and

distribution camps could infect every

regiment that passed through. (One camp,

Benton Barracks in St. Louis, exposed fiftyregiments from
Missouri, Iowa, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Minnesota to diarrhea/

dysentery within the first year.) According

to James McPherson, Within a year of its

organization a typical regiment was reduced

to half or less of its original number by

sickness, battle casualties, and desertions.16

I stopped the disease count in the week May7-13, 1865, a month
after Lees surrender

and the opening of the prison camps.

I started pulling data from histories of the

war, particularlyBattle Cry of Freedomby

James McPherson andDisease in the Civil

War Natural Biological Warfare in 1861-

1865by Paul E. Steiner.17

McPherson, and

other sources, gave ideas of where in the

scope of the war to look for statistical

changes.

o Continual rains during the winter[1863] made army movements
almost

impossible and many of Grants

45,000 men were felled by lethal

diseases.18

o For two months Grants army hadbeen floundering in the mud.
Many

of them rested permanently below the

mud, victims of pneumonia ortyphoid or dysentery.

19

o McPherson calls August-Septemberthe sickliest season of the
year.

20

o In April and May [1862] nearly asmany Confederates died of
disease in

Corinth as had been killed at

Shiloh In turn, Halleck had

55,000 Union men incapacitated,

mostly by diarrhea and dysentery.21
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SteinersDisease in the Civil Waris filled

with interesting information and facts of

the infectious diseases, mumps claimed 84

Federal lives, syphilis 151, and Typhoid

34,833; of non-infectious diseases, varicose

veins 2 Federal lives, insanity 90, and scurvy77122

yet the hard data is often broken

down only by regiment and can only

painstakingly be pieced together in any kind

of usable statistic.

Our plan was to prorate the disease totals

250,000 Union and 164,000 Confederate

over the selected 203 weeks using David

Lowes dicta and adjusting them with some

of Steiners figures:

o 35% more deaths the first year of thewar because of unseasoned
troops

with low tolerance to new diseases

o 30% more deaths in winter thanspring, summer or fall from
stagnant

camp conditions

o Disease casualties were raised over atwo-month period for the
spring of1862 during the evacuation of

Corinth by taking all the documented

regimental figures from Steiners

Disease in the Civil Warand dividing

them over eight weeks. The number

added to the weekly seasonal attrition

over eight weeks for post-

Shiloh/Corinth taken from Steiner is

1,336 for the Union and, taken from

the CWBG, 3,611 for theConfederacy.

o The same was done for two monthsduring the winter of 1863
(the

Valley Forge of the war23) and

Grants campaign against Vicksburg,

using Steiners Disease in the Civil

War. The figure I came up with forUnion dead from disease during
the

siege of Vicksburg was only 655

(divided over eight weeks), but those

were the only hard numbers I could

find in Steiner. Confederate losses to

disease in Vicksburg during the siege

were negligible.

o Deaths in prison camps, such asAndersonville and Belle Isle,
were

not added in, as I assumed those

figures were well known and already

included in disease totals.

These additions from Steiner made only a

blip in the moving numbers, and

undetectable by the eye, but it gave me

satisfaction that the numbers had some life to

them, so to speak. I enlisted the help of Tisa

Poe, project manager of the Abraham

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museumfor BRC, for the daunting
task of calculating

the seasonal disease numbers.

[See appendices 3 & 4.]
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ary Gallagher had recommended I call

Gordon Rhea regarding the Overland

Campaign of 1864, on which Rhea is the

author of four books. Mr. Rhea had new

casualty numbers from the Overland

Campaign, beginning, of course, with theBattle of the Wilderness
on May 5th& 6

th, to

June 18th

, the beginning of the siege on

Petersburg. His count is based on the work

of an amateur historian named Alfred

Young. Among the findings were higher

and more accurate totals for the

Confederacy, which had always been

undercounted, and the news that Grant did a

marvelous job at Cold Harbor, the subject

of Rheas last book. According to Rhea, it

wasnt a blood bath at all, relatively, with

only about 3,500 casualties as opposed to the

oft quoted 7,000 in seven minutes.

Comparing figures to theBattlefield Guide,

Rhea adds 200 to the Confederate casualty

total for the Wilderness, 1,500 to

Spotsylvania for the South, and for Cold

Harbor, 2,000 to the Union and 1- to 2,000

to the Confederacy.23

After speaking with

Alfred Young, I went with these numbers.

Alfred C. Young, III, is an engineer from

Maryland. For the past twenty years, Young

has been compiling strength and casualty

statistics on Lees Army of Northern

Virginia in 1864. Using the Compiled

Service Records (CSRs) in the National

Archives, which compile information from

muster rolls, hospital records, clothing

issues, and Federal prisoner-of-war lists,

Young compared information with records in

the Library of Congress. Both archives areincomplete, however.
The LOC is missing a

number of enlistment rolls, and the CSR

information is only extant through October

of 64. Furthermore, Young believes the

CSRs are not accurate, as wounded soldiers

could have returned to their ranks before the

records were filed in June.

But Youngs count might be the most

accurate we are likely to see, (in spite of the

fact that his hard drive blew up). Young

tried to find everyone on roster by going

through all of the old newspapers he could

find. Often, articles on soldiers came with

private correspondence. (He has been

stymied by southwestern Virginia where he

has not been able to find evidence of any

local newspapers though he recently

discovered an entire set of papers in an old

womans attic.) He admits that his count for

the Shenandoah Valley is not accurate, andhe refers to
Petersburg as a black hole.

24

His work is published in an issue ofNorth &

SouthMagazine, volume 3 number 3, from

March 2000.

G
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There were two more historians with whom I

needed to talk. Terrence Winschel, highly

recommended by Frances Kennedy, is the

National Park historian at Vicksburg, having

served at Gettysburg, Fredericksburg/

Spotsylvania, and Valley Forge. Mr.Winschel gave me precise
numbers for the

immediate battles leading up to the siege at

Vicksburg. He also gave me the third

memorable analogy on counting Civil War

casualties: These numbers are at least in the

ballpark, but may be out in left field

somewhere.25

Jim Ogden is the historian for the

Chattanooga and Chickamauga battlefields.

He reiterated that the Confederate casualty

count for Chickamauga is accurate, but not

so for Chattanooga. He says there are 4,146

missing, most of whom were captured, but

there were many desertions as well. He said

that the data on Andersonville and Lookout

prison camps, as well as the other northern

camps is good. He then brought up a very

good point to which I would return. A

soldier who is unwounded and captured by

the enemy they are a permanent loss totheir side [after July
1863]. How do you

count them?26

One of the last historians I spoke with

regarding particular battle casualties was

author Donald C. Pfanz, who had taken over

from Henry Elliott as historian at

Fredericksburg/ Spotsylvania. Elliott had

worked on a detailed casualty count of the

Overland battles there, but Mr. Pfanz said

that Elliotts numbers wouldnt change the

overall count.27

We now had to complete the count and get it

to the vendor to complete the film. I felt as

if I was caught in mid-stream. Every step Ihad taken made me
more aware of how

immense was the job. My work seemed

subjective speaking with only a handful of

historians, mixing and matching their

numbers with theBattlefield Guide yet the

efforts at least gave me a sense of the full

task at hand and that we were moving in the

right direction, with a fairly impossible job,

in the time allotted.

I completed the tallies for the Union and

Confederate armies, wrote up my

methodology, and sent it off to Tom

Schwartz. Tom wanted to run my work by a

combination of Lincoln and Civil War

historians. Much to my horror, he sent it off

to David Herbert Donald, Charles Warren

Professor Emeritus of American History and

American Civilization at Harvard University

and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of

Lincoln, Mark E. Neely, Jr., McCabe Greer,Professor in the
American Civil War Era at

Penn State and Pulitzer Prize winning

author, James M. McPherson, Edwards

Professor of American History at Princeton

University and Pulitzer Prize-winning author

of The Battle Cry of Freedomas well as

many books on Civil War era America, and

Brooks Simpson, professor of history at

Arizona State University and author of the

most respected biography on Grant.
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The feedback was mostly positive. James

McPherson questioned the decision not to

count prisoners as casualties. First of all, I

had been inconsistent because they were only

deleted where their numbers were pointed out

in theBattlefield Guide. Mr. McPhersonwrote in his review, They
[prisoners] are

taken out of the war just as surely, and from

mid-1863 on for a longer period of time, than

were most of the wounded.28

In mentioning

the wounded, McPherson put me in mind of

Oliver Wendell Holmes, thrice wounded and

returning to fight each time. Surely,

including prisoners in the casualty count

would be no more objectionable than

counting the wounded, and their inclusion

would be more accurate than trying to

extricate them from each battle figure. My

last question to Mr. McPherson was whether

to count the 28,231 Confederate soldiers who

surrendered at Appomattox. He replied, I

think not. Even though the war was not

literally over, it was virtually over, so those

who surrendered there and those who

surrendered with the other Confederate

armies within the next month or so shouldnt

really be considered casualties.29

David Donald sent a note to Tom Schwartz

complimenting the concept of the Battle Map

and the work done on the casualty figures.

Through he professed to be no expert on Civil

War casualties, Mr. Donald added these

tables are so valuable that I am going to keep

them in a readily accessible folder on my desk

for reference. His note is folded under my

pillow at home. 30

Mark Neely thought it was outside the

purview of a museum to conduct vast

statistical studies in demographic history.

The photo of this Federal soldier bears witness to the

atrocious conditions of Belle Isle prison camp in the

James River, Richmond, Virginia.

Photograph courtesy of Library of Congress.

I would have to agree with him in principle.

A production company with time and costs

geared to integrated production, and not to

historical investigations, does not have theelasticity to carry
on in such a manner. And,

Mr. Neely pointed out, there is the problem

that if someone objects or quibbles with the

work, the museum can point to the authorities

cited and leave the issue with the critic and the

historians instead of a researcher.31
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On the other hand, we wanted to base the

casualty figures on the latest historical

research, the better to stand the test of time.

The simple obstacle to this was that the latest

research was not added up. In adding up the

figures, one begins mixing the tarwith theturkentine,32

so to speak, and therein lays the

sticky morass of the tar-baby. I am proud to

say that BRC Imagination Arts took this task

seriously and indulged me while I got as

close as I could to a reckoning of the

sensational casualties that rended our

country 140 years ago. The numbers we

arrived at are based on The Civil War

Battlefield Guideedited by Frances

Kennedy, amended with ideas and counts on

individual battles from a handful of

Americas top Civil War historians, and

augmented with a rounded died-from-disease

count prorated seasonally over 203 weeks.

Prisoners and wounded are included in the

definition of casualty. The final casualty

totals, rounded to the nearest thousand, are

702,000 for the Union and 621,000 for the

Confederacy. [See appendices 1 & 2]

In spite of Joseph Stalins cynical bromide,

One death is a tragedy, a million deaths is a

statistic, a full accounting of the dead is in

order, as we have recently seen in Holocaust

and Vietnam memorials, and with the victims

of September 11

th

. I am admiring of the workof Alfred Young, whom I mentioned
earlier,

counting Confederate soldiers for the last year

of the war, unit by unit, from a variety of

sources. Though we will never know the

definitive number of sacrifices, a perspective

based on a reasoned count is still a worthwhile

endeavor. I hope that the need to impart

history on an accessible level to the general

public, as in the Abraham Lincoln Presidential

Library and Museum, will encourage people

who come to history from other mediums to be

diligent. In all of my time exploring history, I

have always found the historical detail or the

extra time taken to reach a complex truth more

rewarding than the general fact or facile

presentation. I have never found the reverse to

be true.

The hastily

buried dead,

seen here at

Cold Harbor,

Virginia, had to

be disinterred

for reburial.

This mammoth

task continued

long after thewar was over.

Photograph

courtesy of Illinois

State Historical

Library
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26Jim Ogden, phone conversation, August/September 2002

27Donald Pfanz, phone conversation, August 29, 2002

28James McPherson to Tom Schwartz, correspondence by letter,
November 8, 2002

29James McPherson, correspondence by e-mail, November 14,
2002

30David Herbert Donald to Tom Schwartz, correspondence by
e-mail, November 1, 2002

31Mark E. Neely, Jr., to Tom Schwartz, correspondence by letter,
November 25, 2002

32Joel Chandler Harris, The Wonderful Tar-Baby Story from Uncle
Remus: His Songs and His Sayings, 1881
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Photograph courtesy of Katie Keane

Darroch Greerworked for BRC Imagination Arts for four and a half
years

as the researcher and a writer on the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library

and Museum in Springfield, Illinois. He is a documentary
filmmaker and

historical researcher and has researched, written, produced
and/or directeddocumentaries on American history, the Civil War,
Native America,

American film, and popular music for PBS, Discovery, TBS, the
History

Channel, PBS, VH1, and Turner Classic Movies. Darroch is a
freelance

writer, publishing articles inMillimeter Magazine, Video
Systems, Digital

Content Producerand The Los Angeles Times. He hosts a
documentary

filmmakers group once a month, gives historical talks at a
winery in Santa

Barbara County, and is a member of the Duke Ellington
Society.
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Appendix I Casualty Figures for the War Gallery Battle Map
UNION

Appendix II Casualty Figures for the War Gallery Battle Map
CONFEDERATE

Appendix III Methodology for prorating death-from-disease
casualties UNION

Appendix IV Methodology for prorating death-from-disease
casualties CONFEDERATE

Appendix V Graph: Civil War Casualties Cumulative

Appendix VI Graph: Civil War Casualties by Week Union &
ConfederateCOMBINEDwith Legend

Appendix VII Graph: Civil War Casualties by Week UNION

Appendix VIII Graph: Civil War Casualties by Week
CONFEDERATE

Appendix IX Pie Chart: Entire War Killed, Wounded & Missing
vs. Disease

Appendix X Pie Chart: By Year Killed, Wounded & Missing vs.
Disease
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APPENDIX III

Union Casualties

Reference

Let x = total number of casualties from disease x = 248,157 <
- Calculated to get total casualty number of 702,000. See
Dicta.

y = specific casualties (not KIB) y = 1336 at
Shiloh/CorinthThese numbers are related to specific battles + 655
at Siege of Vicksburgand will not be divided over 203 weeks. 1991
Total

x 248157

-y -1991z 246166 42

APPENDIX -- III

Mathematical methodology for prorating death-from-disease
statistics over the course of the Civil War
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APPENDIX IV

Confederate Casualties

ReferenceLet x = total number of casualties x = 166574
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APPENDIX V

CIVIL WAR CASUALTIES: CUMULATIVE(Killed in Battle, Died from
Disease or Accidents, Wounded, Prisoners, and Missing)
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APPENDIX VI

CIVIL WAR CASUALTIES BY WEEK: COMBINED(Killed in Battle, Died
from Disease or Accidents, Wounded, Prisoners, and Missing)
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APPENDIX VII

CIVIL WAR CASUALTIES BY WEEK: UNION(Killed in Battle, Died from
Disease or Accidents, Wounded, Prisoners, and Missing)
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APPENDIX IX
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