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Common Differences From somebody's point of view and in somebody's opinion
 The expression point of view is used to talk about how somebody is affected by what happens.
 When you say ‘from his point of view’ what you mean is more like ‘from his position in life’. Note that ‘from somebody’s point of view’ does not mean the same as ‘in somebody’s view / opinion’.
 Compare:
 In my opinion, socialism is basically good. (NOT ‘From my point of view, socialism is basically good.’)
 He wrote about capitalism from the point of view of a communist.
 In my opinion / view, she is a pretty good teacher.
 You have to judge the capabilities of a teacher from the point of view of a student.
 In my opinion / according to me
 We do not give our own opinions with according to. Instead, we use in my opinion.
 In my opinion, war is always wrong. (NOT According to me, war is always wrong.)
 According to Jane, war is always wrong.
 Difference between play and game
 Play and game as nouns
 A play is a piece of dramatic literature, written for the theatre, radio or television.
 ‘King Lear’ is my favourite among the plays written by Shakespeare.
 She writes plays for television.
 A game is an activity of some sort. Examples are: chess, tennis or football.
 Play as a verb
 We play games or musical instruments.
 Who is playing the piano?
 Would you like to play tennis with me?
 People act in plays or films.
 Play can mean act before the name of a character in a play or film.
 Who plays Rose in the film ‘Titanic’?
 Difference between High commissioner and Ambassador
 Well, as far as I know there is no difference between a High Commissioner and an Ambassador. They are both important officials who are sent abroad as representatives of their own countries. They are also of the same rank.
 The term Ambassador is perhaps the more common of the two. The term High Commissioner, on the other hand, only refers to heads of British diplomatic missions in Commonwealth countries.
 At some point in the past the British Empire consisted of many colonies in Asia and Africa. These colonies fought for their freedom and eventually won it. Even after gaining independence, a large number of them continued to be part of an organization called the Commonwealth.
 Britain’s diplomatic missions in Commonwealth countries are called High Commissions and the senior diplomat in charge of a High Commission is a High Commissioner.
 Countries like the USA, Canada and Russia are not a part of the Commonwealth. Great Britain has diplomatic missions in these countries as well. These offices are called
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Embassies, not High Commissions. An Ambassador is a person in charge of an Embassy.
 For example, the US diplomatic mission in India and other countries are called the US Embassies. In the same way, the Russians diplomatic missions are called Russian Embassies. The British diplomatic missions are called High Commissions in Commonwealth countries and Embassies in other countries.
 Difference between infant and toddler
 The word infant has its origins in the Latin. An infant is a very young child. It is basically a medical term for ‘baby’.
 The word infant is mainly used in academic textbooks. It is not very common in ordinary speech or writing. For example, parents are unlikely to refer to their babies as infants.
 Interestingly infant has a slightly different meaning in British English. In Britain, children as old as 7 years can be called infants. An infant school, for example, is a school for children aged about 5 to 7.
 The word toddler refers to a relatively older baby who has just started walking or toddling. To toddle is to walk with short, unsteady steps. Although toddlers toddle for only a few months, all pre-school children can be called toddlers.
 Difference between for and to
 Both for and to can be used to talk about somebody’s purpose in doing something. The structures are different.
 For is used to talk about purpose only when it is followed by a noun.
 We stopped at the pub for a drink.
 I went to London for a conference.
 For cannot be used before a verb to express a person’s purpose. Instead, we use to.
 We stopped at the pub to have a drink. (NOT We stopped at the pub for having a drink.)
 I went to London to attend a conference. (NOT I went to London for attending a conference.)
 For can be used before an –ing form to express the purpose of a thing.
 An altimeter is used for measuring height above sea level. OR An altimeter is used to measure height above sea level.
 When the clause has a person as subject, we usually use an infinitive to express the purpose of a thing.
 We use an altimeter to measure height above sea level. (More natural than ‘We use an altimeter for measuring height above sea level.’)
 The garden shears were used to clip the hedge. OR The garden shears were used for clipping the hedge.
 We used garden shears to clip the hedge. (More natural than ‘We used garden shears for clipping the hedge.’)
 Look forward to and looking forward to
 There is little difference between I look forward to and am looking forward to.
 I look forward to the day when he comes back. OR I am looking forward to the day when he comes back.
 Look forward means ‘think about a future event with pleasure’. We look forward to something that is certain to happen, and that we are glad about.
 I look forward to the holidays. OR I am looking forward to the holidays.
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Look forward to can be followed by an –ing form, but not by an infinitive.
 I look forward to hearing from you. OR I am looking forward to hearing from you. (NOT I look forward to hear from you.)
 Correct use of take, bring, give and put
 Take, bring, give and put
 Take as the opposite of give
 Take is often used as the opposite of give. In this case, take means ‘gain possession of’, ‘receive’, ‘obtain’ or ‘remove’.
 One must not take more than one gives.
 She likes to give advice, but she won’t take it.
 I’m afraid James is not in at the moment. Can I take a message?
 We take something from a person.
 I won’t take any advice from him. (NOT I won’t take any advice of him.)
 She took the letter from the postman.
 Take as the opposite of put
 Take can be used as the opposite of put. In this case take is used to talk about moving things away from their places.
 He took off his coat and put on a gown.
 Note that we take something out of / from / off a place.
 She took some books from the bag.
 He took some coins out of his pocket.
 Take that stupid smile off your face.
 Take as the opposite of bring
 Take can be the opposite of bring. In this case, it is used for movements which are not towards the speaker or hearer.
 I don’t know what to take when I leave for France.
 Take that paper with you when you go to school.
 In this case take can be used with two objects.
 Shall I take her a cup of tea in bed?
 Common expressions with take
 Take is used in a number of common expressions referring to activities.
 Examples are:
 Take a bath; take a break; take a wash; take a swim; take a guess; take a shower; take a walk; take a vacation; take a look; take a rest; take a deep breath
 With the names of meals we use have, not take.
 I have breakfast at 8 am. (More natural than ‘I take breakfast at 8 pm.’)
 Who and Whom
 Whom is the object form of who. Whom is not common in informal English. We prefer to use who as an object.
 Do you know whom you are speaking to? (Formal)
 Do you know who you are speaking to? (Informal)
 To whom did you give it? (Formal)
 Who did you give it to? (Informal)
 © L. Petoud - https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark P a g e 10 | 69http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com
 document.docx
 http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com/
 https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark

Page 11
                        

After a preposition, we must use whom. Who is not possible in this case.
 With whom did you go? (NOT With who did you go?)
 In identifying or restrictive relative clauses we do not usually use whom. Either we leave out the object pronoun, or we use that or who.
 Isn’t this the woman we met in the pub last night? OR Isn’t this the woman who / that we met in the pub last night? (More natural than ‘Isn’t this the woman whom we met in the pub last night?’)
 In non-identifying relative clauses whom can be used.
 My son, whom you met last week, wants to see you again.
 Both who and whom can be used in sentences like ‘He was trying to find an old friend who/whom he had known since childhood’.
 He has a daughter who / whom I believe is destined to be famous.
 Verbs that are easily confused
 Verbs commonly confused
 Fall and fell
 Fall is an irregular intransitive verb. Its past tense and past participle forms are: fell and fallen.
 Fall / fell / fallen
 Be careful; otherwise you will fall off the ladder.
 He fell off the ladder.
 Fell is a regular transitive verb. It means ‘chop down a tree’. The past and past participle forms of fell are: felled and felled.
 Fell / felled / felled
 The woodcutter felled the tree.
 He was felled by an assassin’s bullet. (= He was killed by an assassin’s bullet.)
 Find and found
 Find means ‘get back something lost’.
 Find is an irregular verb. Its past and past participle forms are: found and found.
 Find / found / found
 I searched everywhere but couldn’t find my keys.
 His body was found several miles from his home.
 Found means ‘start up an organization or institution’. It is a regular verb and forms its past and past participle forms by adding –ed to the base form.
 Found / founded / founded
 The college was founded in 1916.
 Flow and fly
 Flow (of a liquid) = move
 Flow is a regular verb and forms its past and past participle forms by adding –ed to the base form.
 Flow / flowed / flowed
 Blood flowed from the wound.
 Sap flowed from the gash in the tree.
 Fly means ‘move in the air’. Its past and past participle forms are flew and flown.
 Fly / flew / flown
 Birds fly in the sky.
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Difference between still, yet and already
 Still, yet and already
 Still is used to talk about an action or situation that has not finished.
 She is still working.
 The baby is still asleep.
 We are still waiting for his reply.
 It is still raining.
 Yet
 Yet is used to talk about something which has not happened – it is expected to happen in the future.
 ‘Is Jane here?’ ‘Not yet’.
 He hasn’t come yet.
 In questions yet can be used to ask whether something expected has happened.
 Have they arrived yet?
 Is supper ready yet?
 Yet is occasionally used in affirmative sentences. In that case it has a similar meaning to still.
 We have yet to receive that parcel. (= We are still waiting to receive that parcel.)
 Already
 Already is used to say that something has happened sooner than expected.
 We have already finished.
 They have already arrived.
 ‘When is she going to come?’ ‘She is already here.’
 Notes
 In British English, already and yet are commonly used with perfect tenses. In American English, past tenses are often preferred.
 She has already arrived. (GB)
 She already arrived. (US)
 Difference between make of and make from
 Make of and make from
 We use make of when we are identifying the material used to make something. This necklace is made of gold. It is made of plastic. What is your bag made of? These shoes are made of leather. We usually use make out of when we are thinking about the process of manufacture. They made all the furniture out of oak. We usually use make from when the process of making changes a material into
 something completely different. Paper is made from wood. (NOT Paper is made of wood.) She makes wine from grapes. To mention just one of the materials used for making something, we use make with. ‘The pudding is very sweet.’ ‘Yes, I made it with lots of sugar.’
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Difference between avenge and revenge
 Avenge and revenge
 Revenge and avenge are often confused. Avenge means ‘get or take vengeance for’. To avenge my father is to punish someone who has hurt my father.I must avenge my father.We must avenge the insult.Incorrect: I must revenge my mother.Correct: I must avenge my mother. (= I must punish someone who has hurt my mother.)Incorrect: I must revenge my enemy.Correct: I must take revenge on my enemy. (= I must punish my enemy.)Note that you avenge with the idea of seeing justice done. Revenge is less concerned with justice. To revenge is to do something (wrong) just because it gives you satisfaction.Jane’s father avenged her death by getting her killer arrested and convicted. (Jane’s father wants to see justice done.)Jane’s boyfriend took revenge on her killer by killing his wife.Of course, Jane’s boyfriend was upset with the man who killed her. But justice can’t be his primary concern when he decided to kill that man’s wife.
 Difference between invent and discover
 Invent and discover
 These two words are often confused.
 Use invent of something which did not exist until man created it. Examples are: telephone, computer, steam engine, train, rockets etc.
 James Watt invented the steam engine. (It was James Watt who created the steam engine. It didn’t exist before he invented it.)
 Who invented the light bulb?
 Use discover of something which existed without man’s knowledge. Examples are: stars, galaxies, countries, continents, deserts, mineral deposits etc. Remember that you can’t discover something you created. You can only invent it.
 Columbus discovered America. (It wasn’t Columbus who created America. It was already there.)
 Who discovered the North Pole?
 Respect as a noun and verb
 The verb respect is often confused. 'To respect' someone is to have a very high opinion of someone’s character.
 I respect my parents.
 I respect my teachers.
 I respect my elders.
 As a noun respect means high opinion or regard.
 We must show respect to our teachers.
 Study the following sentences:
 Incorrect: People respected him at the station.
 Correct: People treated him with respect at the station.
 Correct: People showed respect for him at the station.
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Difference between wear and put on
 These two words are often confused. ‘To put on clothes’ refers to the act of dressing.
 He is in his room putting on his clothes.
 Once the act of dressing is over, the verb ‘to wear’ is used to express the act of carrying clothes on the body.
 He came wearing a blue shirt. (NOT He came putting on a blue shirt.)
 Here we are not referring to the act of dressing.
 I felt very hot as I had been wearing a sweater for hours.
 Who is that boy wearing a black jacket?
 Ward and child
 The word ward can be used to refer to a child who is legally put under the protection of a court of law or a guardian.
 After the death of her parents, the minor girl was made a ward of court. (= The girl was put under legal protection.)
 In India, people often use the word ward to refer to their own children. However, native English speakers wouldn’t do this.
 In India, it is also common for teachers to use the word ward to refer to their students. Actually most schools still use the word ward in application forms that we fill out while seeking admission. It is true that students are under the protection of teachers when they are in school. However, this use of ward is very old-fashioned and hence it should be avoided.
 Difference between still, yet and already
 Still is used to talk about an action or situation that has not finished.
 She is still working.
 The baby is still asleep.
 We are still waiting for his reply.
 It is still raining.
 Yet
 Yet is used to talk about something which has not happened – it is expected to happen in the future.
 ‘Is Jane here?’ ‘Not yet’.
 He hasn’t come yet.
 In questions yet can be used to ask whether something expected has happened.
 Have they arrived yet?
 Is supper ready yet?
 Yet is occasionally used in affirmative sentences. In that case it has a similar meaning to still.
 We have yet to receive that parcel. (= We are still waiting to receive that parcel.)
 Already
 Already is used to say that something has happened sooner than expected.
 We have already finished.
 They have already arrived.
 ‘When is she going to come?’ ‘She is already here.’
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Notes
 In British English, already and yet are commonly used with perfect tenses. In American English, past tenses are often preferred.
 She has already arrived. (GB)
 She already arrived. (US)
 Different from, different to and different than
 Different is usually followed by from.
 This is quite different from that.
 She is very different from her sister.
 Many British speakers also use to after different.
 His ideas are different from those of his friends.
 OR His ideas are different to those of his friends.
 She is very different from her sister.
 OR She is very different to her sister.
 In American English, than is common after different. From is also used.
 American football is very different from soccer. OR American football is very different than soccer.
 In British English, different than is possible before a clause.
 The situation is different from what I expected.
 OR The situation is different to what I expected.
 OR The situation is different than I expected.
 With and without
 With can mean ‘carrying’ or ‘having’.
 He wore a coat with four pockets. (= The coat has four pockets.)
 There I met a man with no legs.
 They have bought a house with a big garden.
 With can also indicate what is used.
 Write with a pen.
 They filled the barrow with sand.
 With may show association.
 I live with my husband and kids.
 Oil does not mix with water.
 With is used after a number of adjectives which show how people are feeling towards others.
 Angry with
 Upset with
 Furious with
 Cross with
 Pleased with
 Patient with
 With can indicate the manner in which something is done.
 I will do it with pleasure.
 With can mean ‘at the same time as’ or ‘in the same way as’.
 A tree’s shadow moves with the sun.
 Swim with the tide.
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With may indicate support or agreement.
 Are you with me or against me in this matter?
 With and against
 After certain verbs (e.g. fight, struggle, quarrel, argue, play etc.) with can be used with the same meaning as against.
 I don’t want to argue with you.
 Do you dare to fight with him?
 with and without
 Without is the opposite of with.
 We will be able to do it with your help.
 We won’t be able to do it without your help.
 Efficient and effective
 If somebody or something is efficient, he/she/it is able to perform duties well.
 He is very efficient: he knows how to get things done.
 The telephone system is far more efficient than the postal service.
 If something is effective, it has the desired effect.
 I still have that headache. I think those tablets weren’t very effective. (NOT Those tablets weren’t very efficient.)
 By the way and incidentally
 By the way and incidentally are used to introduce something that is not directly connected with the conversation.
 I met John yesterday and we talked about his new projects. Oh, by the way, he sends you his regards.
 Jane is very upset with Peter. She thinks that he shouldn’t have hid anything from her. Incidentally, she has lost her job.
 These two expressions can also be used to change the subject completely.
 ‘James has had another stroke’. ‘Oh, yes? Poor guy. By the way have you seen John recently?’
 ‘Nice evening.’ ‘Yes, isn’t it? Oh, incidentally, what happened to that $50 I lent you?’
 Anyway, anyhow, at any rate, at least
 These expressions have similar meanings. They can mean ‘what was said before doesn’t matter – the main point is as follows’.
 I am not sure what time I will arrive. Anyway / anyhow / at any rate I will be there before 10 o’clock.
 Anyhow can mean ‘by one means or another’.
 The door was shut and I could not open it anyhow.
 Anyhow can also mean ‘carelessly’; ‘without order’.
 The work was done all anyhow.
 At least is used to suggest that one thing is all right even if everything else is unsatisfactory.
 The building was totally destroyed in the fire. At least nobody was hurt.
 Notes
 Anyway does not mean the same as any way, which means ‘by any method’.
 Can you help me in any way?
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Instead and instead of
 As a preposition instead is never used alone. It is always used with of.
 I will have coffee instead of tea. (NOT I will have coffee instead tea.)
 You will have to go with John instead of me.
 When a verb comes after instead of, it has to be a gerund (-ing form), and not an infinitive.
 I stayed in bed all day instead of going to work. (NOT I stayed in bed all day instead of to go to work.)
 Instead of and without
 Instead of does not mean the same as without. We use instead of when one person or thing replaces another. We use without when one person or thing is not together with another.
 John was supposed to attend the meeting, but he was ill, so Peter went instead of him. (Peter replaced John.)
 John and Peter were supposed to attend the meeting, but John was ill, So Peter went without him. (Only Peter attended the meeting.)
 Instead without of is an adverb. It usually comes at the beginning or end of a clause.
 She didn’t marry Peter. She married John instead.
 Difference between allow, permit and let
 These words have similar meanings. Permit is more formal than allow.
 Smoking is not allowed / permitted.
 Both allow and permit can be followed by object + infinitive.
 We do not allow / permit our kids to stay up late.
 We do not allow / permit people to smoke in the house.
 Please allow / permit me to go.
 An -ing form is used after allow / permit if there is no personal object.
 We do not allow / permit smoking in the house.
 Permit can be used in the passive form with it. Passive forms of allow cannot be used with it.
 It is not permitted to smoke in the house. (NOT It is not allowed to smoke in the house.)
 With adverb particles only allow is used.
 She wouldn't allow me in. (NOT She wouldn't permit me in.)
 Let is less formal than allow and permit. It is followed by an object + infinitive without to.
 Please allow me to get you a drink. (Quite formal)
 Please let me get you a drink. (Rather informal)
 Passive structures with let are not usually possible.
 I wasn't allowed to go. (NOT I wasn't let go.)
 Let can be used with adverb particles like in and out.
 She wouldn't let me in.
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Difference between Do and Make
 Do is sometimes confused with make.
 Indefinite activities
 We use do (and not make) when we do not say exactly what we are doing. For example, we use do with words like something, anything, nothing, what, thing and everything.
 I like doing nothing. (NOT I like making nothing.)
 I am going to do something. (NOT I am going to make something.)
 What shall we do now? (NOT What shall we make now?)
 Work and Jobs
 We use do to talk about work and jobs.
 Have you got any work to do? (NOT Have you got any work to make?)
 Do your homework. (NOT Make your homework.)
 I will do the ironing. (NOT I will make the ironing.)
 Make
 Make is often used to talk about constructing, creating, building etc.
 Who made this cake?
 I am going to make a boat.
 Common fixed expressions with do
 Do good
 Do harm
 Do business
 Do one's best
 Do a favour
 Do sport
 Do exercise
 Do one's hair
 Do one's teeth
 Do one's duty
 Do 70mph
 Common fixed expressions with make
 Make a journey
 Make an offer
 Make arrangements
 Make a suggestion
 Make a plan
 Make a decision
 Make an attempt
 Make an effort
 Make an excuse
 Make an exception
 Make a mistake
 Make a noise
 Make a phone call
 Make money
 Make a profit
 Make a fortune
 Make love
 Make progress
 Make war
 Make peace
 Make a bed
 Make a fire
 Make a fuss
 Make an enquiry
 Make a comment
 Make a fool of oneself
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Difference between travel, journey, trip and voyage
 The word travel means 'travelling in general'. It is usually uncountable.
 My chief interest is travel.
 The plural form travels is sometimes used to talk about a long tour in which several places are visited.
 I have met several interesting people on my travels.
 Have you read R L Stevenson's 'Travels with a Donkey'?
 Journey is countable. In British English it means one piece of travelling.
 We wish you a happy journey. (NOT We wish you a happy travel.)
 We use the word trip to talk about a return journey. It also refers to the activity which is the reason for the journey.
 He has gone on a business trip. (= He has gone on a journey and he is going to do some business.)
 Compare:
 'How was your journey?' 'Awful. The train broke down.' (Here we are referring to the process or travelling.)
 ''How was your business trip?' 'Successful.' (Here we are referring to the purpose of travelling.)
 Note that we do not normally use the word trip for expeditions which are very hard.
 The word voyage refers to a long sea journey.
 Difference between Speak and Talk
 There is little difference between speak and talk. In fact, in most situations they are both possible.
 Formality
 To refer to conversational exchanges we usually use talk.
 When the teacher walked into the classroom, the students stopped talking.
 Can I talk to the manager?
 Note that speak is the usual word to refer to one-way communication. It is more formal than talk.
 They are no longer on good terms. In fact, they have stopped speaking to one another. (More formal than 'They have stopped talking to one another.)
 We often use talk to refer to the act of giving an informal lecture. Speak is used for more formal lectures or sermons.
 Compare:
 This is Ms Annie Sullivan, who is going to talk to us about the need to develop good table manners. (Informal or less serious lecture)
 This is Doctor Annie Sullivan, who is going to speak to us on recent developments in molecular biology. (Formal lecture)
 Note that speak is the usual word to refer to a person's physical ability to speak a language.
 She speaks five languages fluently. (NOT She talks five languages fluently.)
 Note that we usually use talk before sense, nonsense and other words with similar meanings.
 Don't talk nonsense. (NOT Don't speak nonsense.)
 © L. Petoud - https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark P a g e 19 | 69http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com
 document.docx
 http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com/
 https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark

Page 20
                        

Common Difference between Backward/Forward/Toward and Backwards/Forwards/Towards
 Backward, forward, outward and similar words can be used as adjectives or adverbs. When these words are used as adjectives, they do not take –s.
 He was seen driving in a northward direction. (Here ‘northward’ is an adjective modifying the noun ‘direction’.)
 Africa is backward in many aspects.
 When words like backward and forward are used as adverbs, they can be used with or without –s. Note that the forms backwards, forwards and northwards are more common in British English. Americans prefer the forms without –s.
 She was running backwards and forwards. (More common in British English)
 She was running backward and forward. (More common in American English)
 Let us go upwards. (British English)
 Let us go upward. (American English)
 We walked homewards. (British English)
 We walked homeward. (American English)
 We walked towards the railway station. (British English)
 We walked toward the railway station. (American English)
 Note that we do not use –s in expressions such as look forward to, put forward and bring forward.
 I look forward to meeting you soon. (NOT I look forwards to meeting you soon.)
 Common Difference between This/That and So
 This and that can be used with adjectives and adverbs in the same way as so. This usage is very common in informal English.
 I didn’t realize that it was going to be this bad. (=I didn’t realize that it was going to be so bad.)
 I don’t think that he is that clever. (=I don’t think that he is so clever.)
 Was she that stupid to trust his again? (=Was she so stupid to trust him again?)
 I don’t understand why she should get this upset. (= I don’t understand why she should get so upset.)
 Common Difference between Through and To... inclusive
 Through is commonly used in American English to mean ‘up to and including’ a particular point of time.
 The park is open from May through October. (= The park will be open in May, June, July, August, September and October.)
 Our offices are open from Monday through Friday.
 In British English, through is not used in this way. Instead, British people use to…inclusive or until the end of…
 The park is open from May to October inclusive.
 The park is open from May until the end of October.
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Common Difference between Yes and No
 Use yes with affirmative sentences; use no with negative sentences.
 Are you going out? Yes, I’m. (NOT No, I’m)
 Are you coming with us? No, I’m not.
 I have no idea what is happening. No, I haven’t either.
 Haven’t you got a sister? Yes, I have.
 Haven’t you got a car? No, I haven’t.
 Common Difference between Whose and Who's
 Whose
 Whose means of whom/which. It is used in questions and relative clauses.
 Whose is this bag?
 Whose boy is this?
 It was a decision whose importance I couldn’t realize at the time. (=It was a decision the importance of which I couldn’t realize at the time.)
 Who’s
 Who’s is the contracted form of who is or who has.
 I have a got a sister who’s never been to college. (= I have got a sister who has never been to college.)
 Do you know anyone who’s going to France next week? (= Do you know anyone who is going to France next week?)
 Common Difference between Why and Why not
 We use why not in short replies to negative statements. We use why in short replies to affirmative statements.
 ‘He has decided to quit his job.’ ‘Why?’
 ‘I can’t finish this work.’ ‘Why not?’
 Why not is also used to state that you agree to a suggestion.
 ‘Let’s go for a walk.’ ‘Yes, why not.’
 Common Difference between Would and Used to
 Would
 Use would to talk about repeated actions and events in the past.
 The old man would sit in a corner talking to himself for hours.
 After dinner we all would sit in the drawing room and chat.
 Use used to to talk about repeated actions and events in the past.
 The old man used to sit in a corner talking to himself for hours.
 After dinner we all used to sit in the drawing room and chat.
 Difference
 We can use used to to talk about past states. Would cannot be used with this meaning.
 I used to have an old Rolls-Royce. (NOT I would have an old Rolls-Royce.)
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Common Difference between When and If
 Use ‘when’ when you are certain that something will happen.
 I will see you at Easter when I am at my cousin’s place. (I am certain that I will be at my cousin’s place.)
 Use ‘if’ when you are unsure whether something will happen or not.
 I will see you in December if I come to Mumbai. (Perhaps I will come to Mumbai, perhaps not)
 To talk about predictable situations, both when and if can be used with little difference of meaning.
 When you heat ice it melts.
 If you heat ice it melts.
 Common Difference between In the Way and On the Way
 In the way is used for obstacles.
 I couldn’t get the car out because those boxes were in the way.
 Please move a bit – you are in my way. (= You are stopping me from getting where I want to.)
 On the way means ‘during the journey or movement’. It can also mean ‘coming’.
 Summer is on the way. (Summer is coming.)
 Her fifth baby is on the way. (Her fifth baby is coming.)
 We had our lunch on the way. (We had our lunch during the journey.)
 Awake and wake
 In British English, the verbs awake and wake are irregular.
 Awake – awoke – awoken (GB and US)
 Wake – woke – woken (GB and US)
 In American English, these verbs can be regular.
 Awake – awakened – awakened (US only)
 Wake – wakened – wakened (US only)
 Use
 Wake is the most common of these verbs. It can mean ‘stop sleeping’ or ‘make somebody else stop sleeping’. Wake is often followed by up.
 Don’t wake him up.
 I woke up several times in the night.
 Waken can be used instead of wake up in a literary style.
 The prince wakened the princess with a kiss. (= The price woke the princess up with a kiss.)
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Common mistakes with prepositions
 Incorrect: This is my first time to see a movie since a long time.
 Correct: I haven’t seen a movie for a long time.
 Correct: I haven’t seen a movie in a long time. (American English)
 Incorrect: I am ill since two weeks.
 Correct: I have been ill for two weeks.
 Correct: I have been ill since January.
 To reckon from a particular date, we use since. Examples are: since last year, since Friday, since morning etc. For is used with a period of time. Examples are: for two hours, for two months etc.
 Incorrect: It was the worst storm since ten years.
 Correct: It was the worst storm in ten years.
 Correct: It was the worst storm for ten years.
 After negatives and superlatives in can be used to talk about duration. This is common in American English.
 Incorrect: This fabric is inferior than that.
 Correct: This fabric is inferior to that.
 Incorrect: He is senior than me.
 Correct: He is senior to me.
 Incorrect: He is superior than you in strength.
 Correct: He is superior to you in strength.
 The comparative adjectives inferior, superior, senior, junior, anterior and posterior are followed by to instead of than.
 Incorrect: He wrote me.
 Correct: He wrote to me.
 The preposition to is used to introduce the indirect direct.
 Incorrect: I shall explain them this.
 Correct: I shall explain this to them.
 Incorrect: He suggested me this.
 Correct: He suggested this to me.
 Some verbs are followed by two objects – a direct object and an indirect object. The indirect object usually refers to a person and the direct object usually refers to a thing. In the sentence given above, the direct object is the pronoun this and the indirect object is the pronoun them.
 Note that when both objects are pronouns, the indirect object usually comes last. In other cases, it usually comes before the direct object. When the indirect object comes after the direct object, it takes the preposition to or for.
 Incorrect: Send this letter on my new address.
 Correct: Send this letter to my new address.
 Incorrect: He goes in the school.
 Correct: He goes to the school.
 Incorrect: He goes on his work.
 Correct: He goes to his work.
 The prepositions at, on and in are used for position; to is used for movement or direction.
 Incorrect: He went near the station.
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Incorrect: He reached to Tokyo.
 Correct: He reached Tokyo.
 Incorrect: Conversation stopped as we entered into the church.
 Correct: Conversation stopped as we entered the church.
 Incorrect: He is intelligent but he lacks of experience.
 Correct: He is intelligent but he lacks experience.
 The verbs discuss, enter, marry, lack, resemble, reach and approach are followed by direct objects without prepositions.
 Incorrect: We are having the roof repaired on Easter.
 Correct: We are having the roof repaired at Easter.
 We use at to talk about the whole of the holidays at Christmas, Easter, New Year and Thanksgiving.
 Incorrect: What were you doing in the weekend?
 Correct: What were you doing at the weekend? (British English)
 Correct: What were you doing on the weekend? (American English)
 Incorrect: I am at home in any morning.
 Correct: I am at home any morning.
 Incorrect: Let’s meet on one day.
 Correct: Let’s meet one day.
 Incorrect: Are you free in this evening?
 Correct: Are you free this evening?
 The prepositions at/on/in are not normally used in expressions of time before next, last, this, one, any, each, every, some, all etc.
 Incorrect: He told to me to go.
 Correct: He told me to go.
 Tell can be directly followed by a personal object. We do not use the preposition to.
 Incorrect: She did not ask any question to him.
 Correct: She did not ask him any question.
 Incorrect: I will ask the time to that man.
 Correct: I will ask that man the time.
 When ask is followed by two objects, the indirect object (the person) usually comes first, without a preposition.
 Incorrect: From our class he did best.
 Correct: He did best in our class.
 Incorrect: The new semester begins from June 1st.
 Correct: The new semester begins on June 1st.
 Incorrect: Phone me in lunch time.
 Correct: Phone me at lunch time.
 Incorrect: We usually go out at the evening.
 Correct: We usually go out in the evening.
 The prepositions at, on and in can be used for time. The rules are given below.
 At + clock time
 In + part of day
 On + particular day
 At + weekend, public holiday
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In + longer period
 Incorrect: He rides in a cycle.
 Correct: He rides on a cycle.
 Incorrect: He sat in a bench.
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Correct: He sat on a bench.
 Incorrect: He rides on a car.
 Correct: He rides in a car.
 Use on when the meaning is clearly ‘on top of’. Examples are: on the table, on the desk, on the floor, on a horse etc. Use in when ‘on top of’ is not appropriate. Examples are: in an aeroplane (US in an airplane), in a car, in a train etc.
 COMMON MISTAKES WITH PRONOUNS
 Correct the following sentences.
 Incorrect: One should keep his promises.
 Correct: One should keep one’s promises.
 Correct: A man or woman should keep his / her promises.
 One when used in a sentence should be used throughout. Note that in American English, the pronouns he, him and his can be used later in a sentence to refer back to one. This is not possible in British English.
 Incorrect: ‘Is he coming’? ‘Yes, I think.’
 Correct: ‘Is he coming?’ ‘Yes, I think so.’
 Here the sentence ‘I think so’ means ‘I think that he is coming.’ So can be used after verbs like say, tell and think instead of repeating information in a that-clause.
 Incorrect: I enjoyed when I went to Venice.
 Correct: I enjoyed myself when I went to Venice.
 To talk about having a good time, we normally say enjoy myself / yourself / himself etc.
 Incorrect: The boy who does best he will get the prize.
 Correct: The boy who does best will get the prize.
 Incorrect: The man who stole the bicycle he has been arrested.
 Correct: The man who stole the bicycle has been arrested.
 One subject or object in a relative clause is enough. For example, in the clause ‘the boy he will get the prize’ there are two subjects – the boy and he. One of these should be removed.
 Incorrect: I and he are friends.
 Correct: He and I are friends.
 It is considered conceited to put ‘I’ first when there are two subjects.
 Incorrect: I with my brother went for a walk.
 Correct: I went for a walk with my brother.
 A pronoun used as subject should not be separated from its verb if possible.
 Incorrect: I will see the washing machine whether it works well.
 Correct: I will see whether the washing machine works well.
 Here the object of the verb see is not washing machine but the whole noun clause.
 Incorrect: None of us have heard of him.
 Correct: None of us has heard of him.
 Incorrect: People dies when he has nothing to eat.
 Correct: People die when they have nothing to eat.
 The indefinite pronouns every, none, much and person are singular words whereas all, some, most, many and people are plural.
 Incorrect: My dogs are smarter than my neighbour.
 Correct: My dogs are smarter than those of my neighbour.
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In a comparative sentence the same part of two things should be compared. ‘That of, ‘these of’ and ‘those of’ are necessary words often omitted.
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COMMON MISTAKES IN THE USE OF ADJECTIVES
 We will take a look at some of the most common errors in the use of adjectives.Incorrect: These all man goes are rotten.
 Correct: All these man goes are rotten.
 Correct: All of these man goes are rotten.
 Articles (a/an, the), possessives (my, your etc) and demonstratives (that, these, this and those) are called Group A determiners. Quantifiers like all, some, both and half are called Group B determiners. A Group A determiner cannot be used directly before a Group B determiner.
 If we have to put a group B determiner before a group A determiner, we have to use of. Note that of can be left out after all, both and half when they are followed by nouns.
 Incorrect: The woman held the baby in the both hands.
 Correct: The woman held the baby in both hands.
 Correct: The woman held the baby in both her hands.
 We do not use the before both.
 Incorrect: They have no any children.
 Correct: They have no children.
 Correct: They don’t have any children.
 Avoid the use of double negatives. Note that when have is the main verb in a sentence, questions and negatives are made with do.
 Incorrect: Shakespeare is greater than any other poets.
 Correct: Shakespeare is greater than any other poet.
 Incorrect: Gold is more precious than any other metals.
 Correct: Gold is more precious than any other metal.
 Incorrect: Alice is taller than any other girls in the class.
 Correct: Alice is taller than any other girl in the class.
 Note that in this structure a singular noun should be used after any other.
 Incorrect: Open your book at six page.
 Correct: Open your book at page six.
 Incorrect: He is in class ninth.
 Correct: He is in class nine.
 Correct: He is in the ninth class.
 After a noun we usually use a cardinal number (e.g. one, two, three, ten etc.) instead of an ordinal number. Before a noun we use an ordinal number (e.g. first, second, fifth, tenth etc.)
 Incorrect: You are becoming young.
 Correct: You are becoming younger.
 Incorrect: It is getting dark.
 Correct: It is getting darker.
 You are becoming young is of course correct English, but English has a fondness for the use of the comparative form when change is implied in a sentence.
 Incorrect: Of the two routes this is the shortest.
 Correct: Of the two routes this is the shorter.
 Incorrect: Of the three solutions this is the better.
 Correct: Of the three solutions this is the best.
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We use the comparative adjective to make a comparison between two people or things. We use the superlative adjective to make a comparison between more than two people or things.
 Incorrect: There is a best singer in my class.
 Correct: There is a very good singer in my class.
 When no comparison is implied the positive adjective should be used.
 Incorrect: I have never seen a so intelligent girl.
 Correct: I have never seen so intelligent a girl.
 Incorrect: He was a so generous man that he donated all his wealth to charity.
 Correct: He was so generous a man that he donated all his wealth to charity.
 The correct structure is so + adjective + a/an + singular countable noun.
 COMMON WORD COMBINATIONS WITH PREPOSITION FOR
 It is not always easy to know which preposition to use after a particular noun, verb or adjective. Here is a list of nouns, adjectives and verbs that are followed by the preposition for.
 Anxious for (= eager to have)
 We are anxious for an end to this misunderstanding.
 Congratulate for
 I congratulated him for winning the championship.
 Note that congratulate can also be followed by on.
 I congratulated him on having won the first prize.
 Pay for something that is bought.
 I will pay for your drinks. (NOT I will pay your drinks.)
 Reason for
 Nobody knows the reason for the mishap.
 Responsible for / responsibility for
 Who is responsible for this?
 Search for (= look for)
 The police are searching for suspected drug traffickers.
 When search is used without for it means ‘look in one’s pockets, bags etc’.
 The police searched everybody’s luggage but couldn’t find anything suspicious.
 Sorry for something that one has done
 I am sorry for interrupting you.
 Note that sorry can also be followed by about.
 I am sorry about breaking your window.
 Sorry for a person
 I felt sorry for him. (NOT I felt sorry about him.)
 A check for (amount of money)
 I gave her a check for $60.
 Demand for
 Although it was a good product, there wasn’t enough demand for it.
 Need for something
 There is no need for such a law.
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COMMON WORD COMBINATIONS
 Common word combinations with preposition of
 It is not always easy to know which preposition to use after a particular noun, adjective or verb. Here is a list of some common word combinations with the preposition of.
 Accuse somebody of something
 She accused me of stealing her flowers.
 Afraid of
 He is afraid of the dark.
 Details of
 Send an email for details of our special offer.
 Die of
 A week after the accident she died of her injuries.
 Note that die can also be followed by from.
 Dream of (= think about, imagine)
 I often dream of being a great writer.
 Dream about / of (while asleep)
 Could you tell me what it means if you dream of snakes?
 Example of
 She is an example of patience and perseverance.
 Get out of a car, taxi or small boat
 The idea of …-ing
 I don’t like the idea of getting old.
 Independent of
 Now that she has got a good job she can be independent of her parents.
 Lack of
 Lack of time prevented me from writing.
 Proof of
 I want proof of your love.
 Remind of
 She reminds me of Princess Diana.
 The thought of
 I hate the thought of going back to work.
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Common word combinations with preposition with
 Agree with (a person, opinion or policy)
 I agree with you.
 He left the firm because he couldn’t agree with their production policy.
 Angry with (a person for doing something)
 I don’t know why she is angry with me.
 Angry can also be used with at.
 Blue with cold, green with envy, red with anger etc
 He was red with anger when he heard the news.
 Difficulty with (something)
 He said that he was having difficulty with his travel arrangements.
 Disappointed with somebody
 I am quite disappointed with him.
 Disappointed with / at / about somebody
 You must be disappointed with your performance.
 Fight with
 They are constantly fighting with each other.
 Ill with
 He has been ill with malaria this week.
 Impressed with / by
 I was very impressed with his performance.
 Pleased with
 I am not very pleased with him.
 Speak with (US); speak to (GB and US)
 Could I speak with the manager for a moment?
 Wrong with
 What is wrong with you?
 A FEW, FEW, THE FEW; A LITTLE, LITTLE, THE LITTLE
 A few means some. It has a positive meaning. It is used with countable. Few means hardly any. It has a negative meaning. The few means not many, but all of them.
 Compare
 There were a few members present. (Some members were present.)
 Few members attended the meeting. (Hardly any member attended the meeting.)
 He lost the few friends he had. (Not many, but all of them)
 Note that few is used with plural nouns.
 © L. Petoud - https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark P a g e 31 | 69http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com
 document.docx
 http://www.perfectyourenglish.com/usage/hardly-when.htm
 http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com/
 https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark

Page 32
                        

A LITTLE, LITTLE AND THE LITTLE
 Little is used with uncountable nouns. A little means some. It has a positive meaning. Little means hardly any. It has a negative meaning. The little means not much but all of that much.
 Give me a little milk. (some milk.)
 I have little money. (hardly any)
 He drank off the little milk we had. (not much, but all of that much)
 EITHER AND NEITHER - DIFFERENCES
 Either means one or the other of two.
 There are roses on either side of the door.
 I don’t like either of them.
 Neither means not one and not the other of two.
 I like neither of them.
 Neither of my brothers can sing.
 Both either and neither are used to talk about two people or things. To refer to more than two people or things, any or none should be used.
 You can have either of the two shirts.
 You can have any of the three shirts.
 You can have none of the three shirts. (NOT … neither of the three shirts.)
 EACH AND EVERY - DIFFERENCES
 Each is used to talk about two or more people or things; every is used to talk about three or more.
 She had a child holding onto each hand. (NOT … every hand.)
 We prefer each when we are thinking of people or things separately. We prefer every when we are thinking of people or things together.
 Each boy in the class was given a present. (= one at a time)
 Every boy in the class went on a picnic. (= all the boys or the whole class)
 Every, but not each, can be used with abstract nouns.
 You have every reason to be happy. (NOT You have each reason to be happy.)
 Similarly every can be used with numbers.
 Buses leave every ten minutes. (NOT … each ten minutes.)
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SOME AND ANY - DIFFERENCES
 Some suggests an indefinite quantity or number. It is most common in affirmative clauses. In questions and negatives, we normally use any to express the same idea.
 I want some milk.
 Is there any milk left?
 No, there isn’t any milk left.
 Some can be used in questions that express offers and requests.
 Would you like some coffee? (NOT Would you like any coffee?)
 Could I have some rice, please?
 Any can be used in affirmative clauses after words that have a negative meaning. Examples are: hardly, scarcely, never, little.
 You hardly give me any help. (NOT You hardly give me some help.)
 HAVE OR HAVE GOT: DIFFERENCES
 Have or have got?Have got means exactly the same as have in affirmative clauses. Got-forms of have are informal, and are most common in the present.
 She has got a new boyfriend. (= She has a new boyfriend.)
 My mother has got two sisters. (= My mother has two sisters.)
 They have got a car. (= They have a car.)
 DifferencesIn questions and negatives, we do not normally use have without got.
 Has your sister got a car? (More natural than Has your sister a car.)
 I haven’t got your keys. (More natural than I haven’t your keys.)
 Note that it is also possible to use do-forms of have instead of got-forms.
 Does your sister have a car? (= Has your sister got a car?)
 I don’t have your keys. (= I haven’t got your keys.)
 Cases where have got is not usedHave got is not used in short answers or tags.
 Have you got a headache?’ ‘Yes, I have.’ (NOT Yes, I have got.)
 She has got a new car, hasn’t she? (NOT …hasn’t she got?)
 Got-forms of have are less common in the past tense.
 I had flu last week. (NOT I had got flu last week.)
 BRITISH-AMERICAN DIFFERENCES
 In British English, have without got is possible in short questions and negatives, though these are often formal.
 Compare:
 Have you a car? (Formal GB only)
 Have you got a car? OR Do you have a car? (US/GB)
 It’s a nice flat, but it hasn’t a proper bathroom. (Formal GB only)
 It’s a nice flat, but it doesn’t have a proper bathroom. OR It’s a nice flat, but it hasn’t got a proper bathroom. (US/GB)
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HEAR OR LISTEN TO?
 Hear means become aware of sound through the ears. It is the ordinary word to say that something ‘comes to our ears’.
 ‘Can you speak a bit louder? I can’t hear you.’
 Suddenly she heard a strange noise.
 Listen to
 Listen (to) is used to talk about paying attention to sounds one hears. It emphasizes the idea of concentrating. Note that you can hear something without wanting to, but you can only listen to something deliberately.
 Compare:
 I heard them talking in the next room, but I didn’t really listen to what they were saying.
 Other differences
 Note that listen to is mostly used to talk about experiences that are going on, in progress.
 When she arrived, I was listening to the radio. (NOT …I was hearing the radio.)
 To talk about experiencing the whole of a performance, speech, piece of music or broadcast, we generally use hear.
 Did you hear the news yesterday?
 Listen and listen to
 When there is no object, listen is used.
 Listen! (NOT Listen to!)
 Listen to me! (NOT Listen me!)
 HE OR SHE AND THEY
 In English, he is traditionally used in cases where the sex of the person is not known, or in references that can apply to either men or women.
 If I ever find the person who did that, I will kill him.
 A doctor can’t do a good job if he doesn’t like people.
 A lot of people now regard this usage as sexist and try to avoid it. The expression he or she is becoming increasingly common.
 A doctor can’t do a good job if he or she doesn’t like people.
 They
 In an informal style, we often use they to mean ‘he or she’. This is particularly common after words like somebody, anybody, nobody and person. Grammarians often consider this usage incorrect, but it has been common in educated speech for centuries.
 If anybody wants my ticket, they can have it.
 WORDS ENDING IN -MAN
 Words ending in -manMany words ending in –man do not have a common feminine equivalent. Examples are: chairman, fireman, spokesman etc. Since most women dislike being called, for example, ‘chairman’ or ‘spokesman’, these words are now often avoided in references to women. They are also avoided in general references to people of either sex. In many cases, –person is now used instead of man.
 Jane has just been elected chairperson of our club.
 In some cases, words ending in –woman are coming into use. Example: spokeswoman.
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There is also a move to choose words, which are not gender-marked. Examples are: supervisor instead of foreman, firefighter instead of fireman.
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CAN AND BE ABLE TO
 Be able to often has the same meaning as can.
 I am unable to/can’t understand his motive.
 He is able to/can support her.
 Can is preferred in expression like can see, can hear etc. It is also used in the sense of ‘know how to?’
 I can knit. (More natural than I am able to knit.) (= I know how to knit.)
 I can see a ship. (More natural than I am able to see a ship.)
 Be able to is preferred in cases, where can/could is not grammatically possible.
 I might be able to help you. (NOT I might can help you.)
 Someday scientists will be able to find a cure for cancer. (NOT Someday scientists will can find …)
 At or in?
 In is used for position inside large places – countries, districts, large cities etc, and in three-dimensional space (when something is surrounded on all sides.). At is generally used for small and unimportant places like villages, small towns etc.
 He lives at Ottappalam in Kerala.
 His brother lives at Mumbai.
 Turn right at the next corner.
 She grew up in Africa.
 Let’s go for a walk in the woods.
 He is in the office.
 This rule is not very rigidly followed, and in is often used for small places too, though at is seldom used for big places.
 Sometimes we use at with a larger place, if we just think of this as a point on a journey or a meeting place, for example.
 The planes stops for an hour at New Delhi.
 Let’s meet at the club.
 At is particularly common with proper names used for buildings or organizations.
 Compare:
 She works at Legal and General Insurance.
 She works in a big insurance company.
 I first met her at Harrods.
 I first met her in a shop.
 CAN OR COULD?
 We use can to say whether situations and events are possible theoretically.
 Glass can be blown.
 Can gases freeze?
 We use could to talk about past possibility.
 It was a place where anything could happen.
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GO OR GET?
 Go (and not get) is used to talk about changes of colour. This is common in British.
 Leaves go brown in autumn. (NOT Leaves get brown …)
 She went green with envy. (NOT She got green …)
 Other examples are: go white with anger/ blue with cold/ red with embarrassment
 Turn and grow can also be used in these cases. Note that go is more informal than turn and grow.
 Go (and not usually get) is also used with adjectives in a number of common expressions that refer to changes for the worse.
 Examples are:
 People can go mad/crazy/deaf/blind/grey/bald etc.
 Horses can go lame
 Machines can go wrong
 Meat, fish or vegetables can go bad
 Beer, lemonade, musical instruments and car tyres can go flat
 Cases where get is usedGet is also used with adjectives to talk about changes. For example we use get (and not go) with the adjectives old, tired and ill.
 I am getting old. (NOT I am going old.)
 Get with adjectives and past participles
 Get + adjective
 Get can be followed by an adjective. In this case, it means ‘become’.
 He doesn’t need a reason to get angry.
 As we get older, we get wiser.
 I am getting cold.
 Nobody wants to get old.
 Get + object + adjective
 The structure get + object + adjective means ‘make something/somebody become’.
 I must get the kids ready for school.
 We must get the house clean before the guests arrive.
 Get + past participle
 This structure is used to talk about the things we do to ourselves.
 They are getting married in May.
 She takes hours to get dressed.
 Get + object + past participle
 Sometimes we arrange for something to be done by somebody else. The structure get + object + past participle can be used to express this idea.
 He knows how to get things done.
 You must get that car repaired.
 She must get that tooth extracted.
 You must get him suspended.
 This structure can also be used to talk about things (often unwanted) that happen to us.
 I got my bike stolen last week.
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SINCE, FOR, AGO AND BEFORE
 Since, when used with the present perfect tense, means from a point or period of time in the past up to now.
 I have lived here since my childhood.
 I haven’t seen him since last week.
 India has made tremendous progress since the dawn of independence.
 For
 For, when used with the present perfect tense, refers to a period of time up to now.
 We have lived here for twelve years.
 He has been working here for three years now.
 The strike has continued for two weeks.
 Ago
 Ago is used when you date back from now to a point of time in the past.
 It was two years ago that I first met Alice.
 I saw him two months ago.
 Before
 Before is used when you date back from any point of time in the past or future.
 The roof must be repaired before the rain starts.
 I think I have seen him before.
 ENOUGH TO AND TOO...TO...
 Enough to shows sufficiency and has a positive meaning.
 He is strong enough to lift that box.
 The boy is clever enough to understand this.
 We are not rich enough to buy a car.
 He was foolish enough to listen to her.
 Too…to shows undesirable excess. It has a kind of negative meaning.
 She was too tired to walk.
 This is too good to be true.
 The coffee is too hot for me to drink.
 Note that ‘She was too tired to walk’ means ‘She was so tired that she could not walk’.
 Using enough
 Enough is a degree modifier. When enough modifies an adjective/adverb, it normally comes after the adjective/adverb.
 Are you warm enough?
 You are not old enough to become a grandmother.
 But note that when enough modifies an adjective and noun together, it comes before the adjective.
 We haven’t got big enough chairs. (= We need bigger chairs – enough modifies big.)
 We haven’t got enough big chairs. (= we need more big chairs – enough modifies big chairs.)
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Enough + noun
 Enough can be used before a noun phrase as a determiner.
 Are you getting enough sleep?
 There is enough room for everybody to sit down.
 Before a pronoun or a noun with a determiner, we use enough of.
 The exam was bad. I couldn’t answer enough of the questions.
 Enough of is also used after personal and geographical names.
 I haven’t seen enough of Europe.
 Enough + infinitive
 Enough can be followed by an infinitive.
 You are not old enough to marry.
 I haven’t got enough money to buy a car.
 Infinitives can be introduced by for + noun/pronoun.
 It is late enough for the children to go to bed.
 Too and to
 Too means more than is good or desirable.
 It is too hot to go out now.
 The hat is too large for me.
 You smoke too much.
 Too can mean ‘also’. It is generally used at the end of a sentence.
 I have got a headache. I have too.
 You can have an apple, but you can’t have an orange too.
 To
 To is a preposition.
 I go to office by bus.
 I gave a present to him.
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HAS/HAVE BEEN AND HAS/HAVE GONE
 Has/have been is used for completed visits.
 Compare:
 The postman has already been. (= The postman has come and gone away again.)
 I have been to Tokyo three times. (I am not in Tokyo at the moment. I have returned.)
 Where is John? He has gone to Tokyo. (He is in Tokyo at the moment.)
 Have as an auxiliary verb
 Have is used both as an ordinary verb and as an auxiliary verb.
 As an auxiliary verb
 As an auxiliary verb, have is used with past participles to make perfect verb forms.
 She has acted in a film. (Present Perfect.)
 I have been to the US. (Present Perfect)
 Have you heard of the Unidentified Flying Objects? (Present Perfect)
 I realized that I had met him before. (Past Perfect)
 I will have finished this work by the end of this month. (Future Perfect)
 Questions and negatives are made without do.
 He has gone to the market.
 Has he gone to the market? (NOT Does he have gone to the market.)
 He hasn't gone to the market. (NOT He doesn't have gone to the market.)
 Have you seen him before?
 No, I haven’t seen him before.
 There are no progressive (having) forms of the auxiliary verb have.
 He has gone to school. (NOT He is having gone to the school.)
 Have as an ordinary verb
 As an ordinary verb, have is used to talk about states: possession, relationships, illnesses, personal characteristics and similar ideas.
 We have a big house in the city. (Possession)
 I have two children. (Relations)
 The applicant must have a good personality. (Personal characteristics)
 She has a nice temper. (Personal characteristics)
 I have a bad headache. (Illnesses)
 He has plenty of money, but no manners. (Possession)
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THEY'RE, THERE AND THEIR
 They're
 They're is the contracted form of They are.
 They’re playing. (= They are playing.)
 They’re running. (= They are running.)
 There
 There is a kind of preparatory subject. It is used in sentences which say that something exists somewhere.
 There is a bridge over the river.
 There is no way out.
 There are two people in the room.
 Their
 Their is a possessive word like my or your.
 I have been to their home.
 I would like to buy their car.
 IT'S AND ITS
 It's and its
 These two words are often confused by foreign learners of English.
 Its is a possessive word like my or your.
 Every country has its traditions.
 Its colour was deep red.
 It’s is the contracted form of it is or it has.
 It’s raining again. (= It is raining again.)
 It’s time we went home. (= It is time we went home.)
 Have you seen my cell phone? It’s disappeared. (= It has disappeared.)
 DOUBLE POSSESSIVE
 The double possessive (of + possessive pronoun) is used when we wish to emphasize the person who possesses rather than the thing which he/she possesses.
 Compare:
 He is my friend. (The emphasis is on friend.)
 He is a friend of mine. (The emphasis is on mine not friend.)
 Other examples are given below.
 Is he not a friend of yours?
 Once I lent him a book of mine and never got it back.
 Note that when used with this, that, these and those, the double possessive often expresses ideas such as slight contempt, ridicule or indignation.
 This cat of yours drank up all the milk.
 These shoes of mine pinch me terribly.
 That boy of yours has broken my window again.
 Those dirty fingers of yours have stained the walls.
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SO THAT AND IN ORDER THAT
 These structures are used to talk about purpose. So that is more common in informal speech and writing. Both these expressions are normally followed by modal auxiliary verbs such as can or will.
 I waited for an hour so that I could meet him.
 She is staying here for six months in order that she can perfect her English.
 I started early so that/in order that I wouldn’t be late.
 In an informal style, that can be dropped after so.
 I have come early so (that) I can talk to you.
 Tenses
 Present tenses are sometimes used to refer to the future after so that/in order that.
 Send the letter today itself so that she gets/will get it before Friday.
 I am going to make an early start so that I don’t/won’t get stuck in the traffic.
 ON TIME AND IN TIME - DIFFERENCES
 On time means ‘at the planned time’. If you are ‘on time’, you are neither late nor early. The opposite is early or late.
 The train arrived on time. (It was neither early nor late.)
 We want the meeting to start exactly on time.
 In time means ‘before the last moment’. The opposite is ‘too late’.
 We arrived there in time.
 He would have died if they hadn’t got him to hospital in time.
 TRAVEL, JOURNEY, TRIP AND VOYAGE - DIFFERENCES
 Travel, Journey, Trip and Voyage - Differences in meaningTravel means traveling in general.
 Travel is my passion.
 The plural form travels is used to refer to long journeys especially to other countries.
 Is he back from his travels?
 Journey
 A journey is a piece of traveling.
 Did you have a good journey?
 Trip
 A trip is a return journey. It also refers to the activity which is the reason for the journey.
 He is on a business trip.
 A long sea journey is often called a voyage.
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PREPOSITIONS
 Prepositions are words that link a noun or a pronoun to another word in the sentence.Here is a list of some of the most common prepositions: about, between, above, beyond, across, but, after, by, against, despite, along, down, amid, during, around, except, as, for, at, from, before, in, behind, inside, below, into, beneath, like, beside, near, of, since, off, through, on, toward, onto, under, opposite, underneath, out, until, outside, upon, over, with, past, within
 A noun always follows a preposition. A prepositional phrase is a preposition and its object. A prepositional phrase can be two or three words long, as these examples show: on the roof, in the door, under the bed.
 However, prepositional phrases can be much longer, depending on the length of the preposition and number of words that describe the object of the preposition.
 There is a cat on the roof.
 He is fond of children.
 She sat by the fire.
 The lion and the unicorn fought for the crown.
 Most English prepositions have several different functions. At the same time, different prepositions can have very similar uses.
 When we use verbs after prepositions, we use -ing forms, not infinitives.
 We are thinking of visiting them. (NOT We are thinking of to visit them.)
 He insisted on being paid at once. (NOT He insisted on to be paid at once.)
 I hate the idea of getting old.
 I am not very good at cooking.
 When to is a preposition, it is followed by an -ing form.
 I look forward to seeing you soon.
 She objected to my entering her room.
 EXPRESSIONS WITHOUT PREPOSITIONS
 We do not use prepositions in some common expressions. In some other expressions, we can leave them out.
 After discuss, enter, marry, lack, resemble and approach
 Verbs like discuss, enter, marry, lack, resemble and approach are normally followed by direct objects without prepositions.
 We discussed his plans. (NOT We discussed about his plans.)
 She married an old man. (NOT She married with an old man.)
 They entered the church. (NOT They entered into the church.)
 She lacks tact. (NOT She lacks of tact.)
 He resembles a Greek God. (NOT He resembles to a Greek God.)
 Before next, last etc.
 Prepositions are not used before a number of expressions beginning next, last, this, that, one, every, each, some, any and all.
 See you next Sunday. (NOT …on next Sunday.)
 Come any day you like.
 We met one Friday in June.
 The party lasted all night.
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Before what time…?
 We usually leave out at before what time.
 What time does her train arrive? (More natural than At what
 time …)
 In an informal style, at is often dropped before about + time expression.
 I will see you (at) about 5 o’clock.
 Measurement expressions after be
 Expressions containing words like height, weight, length, size, shape, age and colour are usually connected to the subject of the clause by the verb be, without a preposition.
 She is the same age as me. (NOT … of the same age as me.)
 What colour are her eyes? (NOT Of what colour …)
 I am the same weight as I was ten years ago. (NOT I am of the same weight ...)
 Before home
 We do not use to before home.
 Let us go home. (NOT … go to home.)
 In informal English, at can be left out before home.
 Is anybody (at) home?
 PREPOSITIONS AT THE END OF CLAUSES
 A preposition often connects two things – a noun, adjective or verb that comes before it and a noun phrase or pronoun (prepositional object) that comes after it. He was really angry with me.
 She was looking at him.
 They live in a small village.
 In some structures we may put the prepositional object at or near the beginning of a clause. This happens especially in four cases:
 wh-questions: What are you looking at? relative clauses: This is the book that I told you about. passives: I hate being shouted at. infinitive structures: It is a boring place to live in.
 Wh-questions
 When a question word is the object of a preposition, the preposition most often comes at the end of the clause.
 Who is this present for? (For whom is this present? is extremely formal.)
 What are you looking at? (Less formal than At what are you looking?)
 Who did you go with? (Less formal than With whom did you go?)
 Where did you buy it from?
 Relative clauses
 When a relative pronoun is the object of a preposition, the preposition often goes at the end of a clause.
 This is the store that I told you about. (Less formal than … about which I told you.)
 She is the only woman (who) I have ever really been in love with. (Less formal than … with whom I have ever really been in love.)
 Passives
 In passive structures, prepositions go with their verbs.
 She was operated on last night.
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I hate being shouted at.
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Infinitive structures
 Infinitive complements can have prepositions with them.
 She needs other children to play with.
 We need a place to live in.
 PREPOSITIONS: SOME USEFUL POINTS
 Using prepositions correctly presents special problems for people whose first language is not English. That's because so many prepositional phrases are idiomatic: They have evolved through use and do not necessarily make logical sense. Here are some guidelines:
 Use in before seasons of the year. Also use in with months and years not followed by specific dates.
 in the summer
 in January
 in 2003
 Use on before days of the week, holidays, and months, if the date follows.
 on Wednesday on Thanksgiving on July 20
 Like is a preposition that means “similar to.” Therefore, it is followed by an object (usually a noun or pronoun).
 like Alice like you
 Use the preposition of to show possession.
 The preposition of is often used to show possession instead of the possessive form of a pronoun.
 I hear a puppy's bark. OR I hear the bark of a puppy. Never use the preposition of with proper nouns. I wore the dress of Nina. (Incorrect) I wore Nina's dress. (Correct)
 COMMON PREPOSITIONS - USAGE
 It is difficult to learn to use prepositions correctly in a foreign language. Most English prepositions have several different functions. At the same time different prepositions can have very similar uses. Here are some of the most common prepositions in English. Example sentences and explanations are given to illustrate the usage of each preposition.
 About
 The preposition about has several uses.
 To indicate movement or position
 About indicates movement or position in various directions and places.
 We walked about the old city.
 The princes went riding about the country.
 Children were running about everywhere.
 Men were standing about the street corners.
 To mean 'near to'
 About can mean 'near to.'
 They are living somewhere about here.
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To mean 'approximately'
 About can mean 'a little more or less', 'a little before or after' and similar ideas.
 She is about 10 year old.
 It is about 5 o' clock.
 How about, what about
 How about and what about are used to seek an opinion and/or propose a plan.
 How about having a drink? (Propose a plan.)
 He is a handsome fellow, but what about his character? (Seeks an opinion.)
 About and On
 About and on can both mean 'in connection with'. However, there is a slight difference between them.
 Compare:
 This is a book on African history.
 This is a book for children about the festivals of India.
 On used in the first sentence suggests that the book is serious or academic. It fits specialists. About used in the second sentence suggests that the book only gives some information.
 This is a movie on the life of Gautam Buddha
 This is a movie about Gautam Buddha.
 About to
 About to means 'on the point of doing something'.
 We were about to go to bed when the telephone rang.
 The show was about to start when the lights went out.
 'Not about to' can mean 'unwilling to'.
 I am not about to lend him my car.
 Above and over
 Above indicates a position higher than something.
 The birds flew up above the trees.
 The sun rose above the horizon.
 There is a mirror above the washbasin.
 We have rented a room above the shop.
 She is above average in intelligence.
 Your name comes above mine on the list.
 Above and Over
 Above and over can both mean higher than.
 The helicopter hovered above/over the building.
 The water came up above/over our knees.
 Above is preferred when we want to mean that one thing is not directly over another.
 There is a small cottage above the lake. (The cottage is not directly over the lake.)
 Above is also used in measurements of temperature, height, intelligence etc., where we think of a vertical scale.
 The temperature never rose above 10 degree Celsius.
 Over is preferred when one thing covers and/or touches another.
 He put on a coat over his shirt.
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Over is also used to talk about ages and speeds, and to mean more than.
 You have to be over 18 to see that film.
 There were over 50 fifty people at the meeting.
 Across
 The preposition across shows movement or position from one side to the other.
 The child ran across the road. (From one side of the road to the other)
 There is a bridge across the river.
 Can you jump across the stream?
 Across can also mean on/to the other side.
 The library is just across the road.
 I live across the street.
 Across and Through
 The difference between across and through is similar to the difference between on and in. Across is used for a movement in a two-dimensional space. Through is used for a movement in a three-dimensional space.
 We walked across the field. (We were on the field.)
 He drove through the tunnel. (He was in the tunnel.)
 We slowly walked through the wood. (We were in the wood.)
 Along
 The preposition along means from 'one end to the other end of'. It is used with nouns referring to things with a long thin shape like roads, river, line etc.
 He walked along the road. (He walked from one end of the road to the other, not from one side of the road to the other.)
 Around
 Around/round indicates movement or position in a circle or a curve.
 They sat around the fire.
 She walked around the house.
 British people also use around to talk about going to all or most parts of a place, or giving things to everybody in a group.
 We walked around the town. (=We went to almost all parts of the town.)
 Could you pass the cups around, please?
 Around and about
 Around and about can both be used to mean 'here and there', 'somewhere in', 'in most parts of' or similar ideas. They don't suggest a definite or clear movement or position.
 Children usually rush about/around.
 The prince went riding about/around the country.
 ’Where is Peter?’ ‘He must be somewhere around/about.’
 Around/about can also mean approximately.
 She earns around/about € 300 a month.
 Around/about fifty people were present at the meeting.
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Before
 Before as an adverb
 Before, as an adverb, means ‘already’, ‘in the past’ and similar ideas.
 I have seen that film before.
 Before can also mean ‘at any time before the past moment that we are talking about’. In this case a past perfect tense is used.
 She realized that she had seen him before.
 We also use before after a time expression to ‘count back from a past moment’. A past perfect tense is normally used. Note that to count back from the present, we use ago, not before.
 Before as a conjunction
 The conjunction before is used to join one clause to another. Before and its clause can come either before or after the other clause.
 I will die before I surrender.
 Before I surrender, I will die. (Note the comma in the second structure.)
 Tenses
 In a clause with before, we use a present tense to refer to the future.
 I will telephone you before I come. (NOT … before I will come.)
 To emphasise the idea of completion, we often use present and past perfect tenses in before-clauses.
 You can’t go to bed before you have finished your homework.
 In a formal style, we often use the structure before …ing.
 Please put out all lights before leaving the office.
 Before as a preposition
 The preposition before is normally used to refer to time.
 I must get home before nine o’clock.
 Note that before can refer to place in a few cases:
 a) to talk about the order in which people or things come in queues, lists etc.
 Your name comes before mine on the list.
 b) to mean ‘in the presence of’
 He was brought before the judge.
 Below and under
 The prepositions below and under can both mean ‘lower than’. But there are some differences.
 Below
 Below is preferred when one thing is not directly under another.
 When the sun sets, it sinks below the horizon.
 Below is used in measurements of temperature and height, and in other cases where we think of a vertical scale.
 The temperature is 10 degrees below zero.
 The Dead Sea is below sea level.
 She is below average in intelligence.
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Under
 We prefer under when something is covered or hidden by what is over it.
 I think the cat is under the bed. The whole village was under water.
 We usually use under, not below, to mean ‘less than’ or ‘younger than’.
 There were under fifty people at the meeting.
 You cannot see this film if you are under 18.
 Beside and besides
 Beside is a preposition. It means ‘at the side of’, ‘close to’.
 She sat beside her mother.
 Beside can also mean ‘compared with’.
 You are quite tall beside your sister.
 Besides
 Besides can be used as a preposition with a similar meaning to ‘as well as’.
 Besides physics, we have to study chemistry and mathematics.
 Besides can also be used as a discourse marker meaning ‘also’, ‘as well’. In this case it goes at the beginning of a clause.
 It is too late to go out now. Besides, it is starting to rain.
 Between and among
 We use between to say that somebody or something is between two or more clearly separate objects.
 The letter B comes between A and C.
 The Mediterranean Sea is between Europe and Africa.
 He shared his money between his wife, his daughter and his son.
 We use between, not among, after difference.
 What are the main differences between crows, rooks and pigeons?
 Among
 We use among when somebody/something is in a group or a mass of people or things which we do not see separately.
 The mother sat among her small children.
 The rich merchant divided his property among his sons.
 Among can mean ‘one of’, ‘some of’ or ‘included in’.
 Among those present was the Mayor.
 The Amazon is among the longest rivers in the world.
 By and with
 By and with can both be used to say how somebody does something, but there is an important difference. By refers to the method; with refers to the tool.
 He killed the spider by hitting it. (method)
 He killed the spider with a stone. (tool)
 In passive clauses, by introduces the agent – the person or thing that does the action.
 She was knocked down by a car.
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From
 Using from
 From indicates the starting points of actions, events or spaces. It says when things begin or began.
 The exhibition was held from Monday to Friday.
 I work from 10 to 6.
 From is not normally used with a perfect tense.
 The shop was open from morning.
 I will be here from 3 o'clock onwards.
 With a perfect tense we normally use since, not from.
 I have been working since morning. (NOT I have been working from morning.)
 During, in and for
 Using during
 During is a preposition. It means ‘throughout’ or ‘for as long as something lasts’. For example, during the afternoon means ‘throughout the afternoon’ or ‘at some time in the afternoon’.
 The sun shone during the whole match.
 The band played during the afternoon.
 During can also mean ‘at some moment within a period of time’.
 It rained during the afternoon. (= It rained at some time in the afternoon.)
 He visited me during my stay in hospital.
 I was in Australia during the summer for two weeks.
 He had many painful experiences during his childhood.
 I met some interesting people during my trip to Italy.
 He visited us twice during his stay in Mumbai.
 He had never met his father during his childhood.
 During means from the beginning to the end of a particular period of time.
 It rained during the night.
 There was not even a whisper during the whole service.
 During can also be used to talk about things that happened continuously or several times between the beginning and the end of a period of time.
 I used to visit him during my stay in Boston.
 The baby woke up several times during the night.
 During and For
 During is used to say when something happens; for is used to say how long it lasts.
 It rained for three hours.
 It rained during the night.
 I was sleeping during the service.
 The service lasted for more than three hours.
 I don't remember the exact date, but it was during the winter.
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During and In
 We use both during and in to say that something happens inside a particular period of time.
 I woke up during/in the night.
 It rained during/in the week.
 We prefer during when we stress that we are talking about the whole of the period. In cannot be used like this.
 There was not even a whisper during the whole service. (NOT … in the whole service.)
 We were on holiday during the whole of May.
 At
 Preposition - At
 At is a word used to show the place, direction, time or manner of something.
 He works at the market.
 We live at home.
 Throw the ball at the stumps.
 We have breakfast at eight.
 She ran at top speed.
 After some verbs, at is used to indicate the target of a perception or non-verbal communication. Common examples are look, smile, wave, frown, point.
 The child looked at its mother.
 Why are you looking at her like that?
 She smiled at me.
 At is also used after some verbs referring to attacks or aggressive behaviour. Common examples are shoot, laugh, throw and shout.
 Why are you shouting at me?
 Stop throwing stones at the cat.
 Place
 At is used to talk about position at a point.
 It is very hot at the centre of the earth.
 He works at the market.
 Sometimes we use at with a larger place, if we think of this as a stage on a journey or a meeting place.
 The plane stops for an hour at Chennai.
 Let us meet at the club.
 At is particularly common with proper names used for buildings or organizations.
 I first met your father at Harrods.
 She works at the State Bank of India.
 She was educated at Oxford.
 We generally use at to talk about addresses.
 Are you still at the same address?
 She lives at 73 Albert Street.
 At can be used with a possessive to mean ‘at somebody’s house or shop’.
 You are always at the hairdresser’s.
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At is also used before the names of group activities.
 At a party
 At a meeting
 At a concert
 At a lecture
 At a match
 Time
 We use at with clock times.
 I usually get up at six o’ clock.
 I will meet you at 4.15.
 We have breakfast at nine.
 Phone me at lunch time.
 At night means during any night.
 I often work at night.
 We use at to talk about the whole of the holidays at Christmas, New Year, Easter and Thanksgiving.
 We are having the roof repaired at Easter.
 But
 But as a preposition
 The preposition but means except.
 They are all wrong but me.
 Who but he would do this?
 We should have enjoyed the journey but for the rain.
 We were all there but Peter.
 Down
 Down means from a higher part to a lower part of something.
 The rain came down heavily.
 We ran down the hill.
 Down can mean at a lower part of.
 They live down the road.
 Down can also mean along.
 She walked down the street. (= She walked along the street.)
 For
 This word has many meanings including the following:
 For: intended to belong to
 This letter is for you.
 Reserve a seat for me.
 For: in place of
 I offer you new lamps for old.
 For: in defence of; in favour of
 He fought for his country.
 Are you for or against the proposal?
 For: as far as, as long as
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We walked for five kilometres.
 They waited for two hours.
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For: towards; indicating destination
 They sailed for the pacific.
 A train for London
 For: because of
 They could not see for smoke.
 For: at a cost of
 You can buy this for $1.
 For: indicating purpose
 Let us go for a walk.
 What is this tool for?
 They chose him for their leader.
 For: indicating liking, suitability, skill etc.
 She has a good year for music.
 Junk food is bad for health.
 In
 In as a preposition
 In is used for position inside large areas, and in three-dimensional space.
 She grew up in Switzerland.
 He is in the office.
 Let us go for a walk in the woods.
 My father lives in Canada.
 I first met her in a shop.
 He works in an insurance company.
 When did you arrive in New Zealand?
 We use in with street names.
 She lives in Albert Street.
 In is also used to talk about the position of things which form part of a line.
 There is a misprint in line 6 on page 12.
 Who is the good-looking boy in the sixth row?
 Time
 We use in with parts of the day.
 I work best in the morning.
 We usually go out in the afternoon.
 In the night means during one particular night.
 I had to get up in the night.
 We also use in with longer periods.
 I was born in May.
 Kent is beautiful in spring.
 He died in 1995.
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Of
 This word has many meanings including the following:
 Of: from
 He is a native of China. (= He is from China.)
 Of: concerning
 Have you heard anything of them.
 News of Granny
 Of: belonging to
 This the official residence of the Prime Minister.
 Of: about
 I often think of you.
 Of: by
 A man beloved of all his friends (= A man beloved by all his friends)
 Of can indicate authorship and origin.
 The works of Shakespeare
 A man of humble birth
 Of can also show cause.
 She died of grief.
 Off
 This word has many meanings including the following:
 Off: not on, no longer on
 Her glasses fell off.
 He fell off the ladder.
 Off: away
 They ran off when the police arrived.
 Off: not working or operating
 The heating is off.
 Switch off the lights.
 Off: away or down from
 Keep off the grass!
 The cat jumped off the table.
 Off: near to but not on; leading from
 A house just off the main road
 A road off the high street
 An island off the coast
 On
 On is used for position on a surface. There is a big spider on the ceiling.
 The cat is on the roof.
 That picture would look better on the other wall.
 On can mean attached to.
 Why do you wear that ring on your first finger?
 There aren’t many apples on the tree this year.
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On is also used to talk about position on a line (for example a road or a river).
 Stratford is on the river Avon.
 We use on to talk about travel using buses, planes and trains, as well as motor cycles and horses.
 He is arriving on the 3.15 train.
 There is no room on the bus; let’s get off again.
 We use on for the number of the floor.
 She lives in a flat on the third floor.
 On: time
 We use on with days.
 I will ring you on Monday.
 My birthday is on May 21st.
 We met on a cold afternoon in early spring.
 We use on to talk about one day of the holiday.
 They are having a party on Christmas Day.
 What are you doing on Easter Monday?
 Into and Out of
 Into: a place inside
 We ran into the garden.
 Into: to change into; to become
 The frog changed into a handsome prince.
 He got himself into serious trouble.
 Out of
 The opposite of the preposition into is out of.
 She ran out of the room.
 I took his letter out of my pocket.
 I walked out of the front door without looking back.
 He sat staring out of the window.
 Out of can also be used to talk about position – the opposite of in.
 I am afraid Mr John is out of the country at the moment. He should be back next week.
 In and into, on and onto
 We use in and on to talk about the positions of objects – where they are. We use into and onto to talk about directions and destinations – where things are going.
 She is in the bedroom. (Position)
 She ran into the room. (Direction)
 She was walking in the garden.
 Then she walked into the house.
 The cat is on the roof again.
 How does it get onto the roof?
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In and on for movement
 After some verbs (e.g. throw, jump, push, put) we can use both in and into or on and onto to talk about directional movement.
 Go and jump in/into the river.
 Could you put the ham in/into the fridge?
 Throw another log on/onto the fire.
 We always use in and on after sit down and arrive.
 He sat down in the armchair. (NOT He sat down into …)
 Behind
 Behind means at or in the rear of.
 The boy was hiding behind a bush.
 The driver sits behind the wheel.
 The old man lagged behind.
 We were left behind when the bus went. (= The bus went without us.)
 Behind can also mean not making good progress, late and similar ideas.
 John is behind other boys of the same age.
 He is behind with his rent.
 Beyond
 Beyond means on the far side of.
 The house is beyond the bridge.
 We will be safe when we get beyond the river.
 Beyond can also mean exceeding, out of reach of and similar ideas.
 Your work is beyond all praise. (= too good to describe adequately)
 He is living beyond his income. (= He spends more than he earns.)
 This problem is beyond me. (= I can’t solve this problem.)
 When beyond refers to time it means after.
 I cannot stay with you beyond Tuesday.
 Against
 Against means not in favour of
 There were twenty votes against the proposal and only fourteen in favour of it, so it was abandoned.
 We rowed hard against the current, but made little progress.
 Against can also mean hitting or touching.
 I hit my head against a wall and hurt myself.
 I left the ladder leaning against a wall.
 The waves beat against the cliffs.
 The piano stood against the wall.
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COMMON ERRORS WITH PREPOSITIONS
 Though the prepositions are small words, they are very important ones, and their correct usage is a test of your mastery of the language. This article explains the correct usage of some prepositions that often cause confusion.
 Beside and besides
 Students often get confused about the meaning and usage of these two words. Beside means ‘by the side of’ and besides means ‘in addition to’.
 The house was beside the river. (= by the side of the river)
 He stood beside me. (= by my side)
 He plays tennis besides (in addition to) basketball and football.
 Besides (in addition to) being a good speaker, he is also an excellent actor.
 Since and for
 This is another set of prepositions often confused by foreign students. Since refers to the starting point of an action. It means ‘from a particular point of time in the past’ and it should be used with the present perfect tense of the verb.
 He has been absent since last Monday. (NOT He is absent since last Monday.)
 It has been raining continuously since yesterday morning. (NOT It is raining since yesterday morning.)
 For is used to talk about duration. It refers to a period of time.
 I have been waiting here for two hours.
 We have been living here for three years.
 A common mistake is to use since when referring to a period of time. You must not say ‘He has been absent since two days’ or ‘I have been studying since two hours.’
 Between and among
 We use between to say that somebody or something is between two or more clearly separate objects.
 You have to choose between these two options.
 I stood between John and Peter.
 They marched up the aisle between the pillars.
 He shared his money between his wife, his daughter and his son.
 Among is used with more than two people or things.
 The British were able to conquer India because the Indian princes quarrelled among themselves.
 The United Nations tries to maintain peace among the nations of the world.
 By and with
 By is used to refer to the doer of an action; with is used to refer to the instrument with which the action is done.
 He was killed by his servant.
 He was killed with an axe.
 The tiger was shot by me with my new gun.
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In and At
 In is generally used to refer to large places – countries, districts, large cities etc. At is generally used to refer to small and unimportant places like villages, small towns etc.
 We shall meet them at the club this evening.
 My brother lives at Mumbai.
 This rule is not very rigidly followed now, and in is often used for small places too, though at is seldom used for big places.
 On, in, at and by
 While speaking about time at indicates an exact point of time, on a more general point of time and in a period of time.
 I shall be there at 4 pm.
 We set out at dawn.
 I was born on May 26.
 The postman brought this letter in the morning.
 I shall visit them in summer.
 It is very hot in the day and quite cold at night.
 Note that ‘at night’ is an exception to this rule.
 By is used to show the latest time at which an action will be finished. So it is usually used with the future tenses.
 I shall be leaving by 6 o’ clock.
 I hope to finish the work by the end of this year.
 On and upon
 On is generally used to talk about things at rest and upon to talk about things in motion.
 He sat on a chair.
 He jumped upon his horse.
 However, this rule is not rigidly followed now, and on is often used to talk about things in motion too.
 In and within (time)
 In means at the end of a certain period; within means before the end of a certain period.
 The spacecraft will reach the moon in three days. (= at the end of three days)
 The spacecraft will reach the moon within three days. (= before the end of three days)
 The loan should be repaid in a year.
 The loan should be repaid within a year.
 Note that this distinction too is not always kept and in is often used for within.
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COMMON WORD COMBINATIONS WITH PREPOSITION OF
 It is not always easy to know which preposition to use after a particular noun, adjective or verb. Here is a list of some common word combinations with the preposition of.
 Accuse somebody of something
 She accused me of stealing her flowers.
 Afraid of
 He is afraid of the dark.
 Details of
 Send an email for details of our special offer.
 Die of
 A week after the accident she died of her injuries.
 Note that die can also be followed by from.
 Dream of (= think about, imagine)
 I often dream of being a great writer.
 Dream about / of (while asleep)
 Could you tell me what it means if you dream of snakes?
 Example of
 She is an example of patience and perseverance.
 Get out of a car, taxi or small boat
 The idea of …-ing
 I don’t like the idea of getting old.
 Independent of
 Now that she has got a good job she can be independent of her parents.
 Lack of
 Lack of time prevented me from writing.
 Proof of
 I want proof of your love.
 Remind of
 She reminds me of Princess Diana.
 The thought of
 I hate the thought of going back to work.
 © L. Petoud - https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark P a g e 65 | 69http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com
 document.docx
 http://fce-cae.blog4ever.com/
 https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeExamsPreparation?ref_type=bookmark

Page 66
                        

EXPRESSIONS WITHOUT PREPOSITIONS
 We do not use prepositions in some common expressions. In some other expressions, we can leave them out.
 After discuss, enter, marry, lack, resemble and approach
 Verbs like discuss, enter, marry, lack, resemble and approach are normally followed by direct objects without prepositions.
 We discussed his plans. (NOT We discussed about his plans.)
 She married an old man. (NOT She married with an old man.)
 They entered the church. (NOT They entered into the church.)
 She lacks tact. (NOT She lacks of tact.)
 He resembles a Greek God. (NOT He resembles to a Greek God.)
 Before next, last etc.
 Prepositions are not used before a number of expressions beginning next, last, this, that, one, every, each, some, any and all.
 See you next Sunday. (NOT …on next Sunday.)
 Come any day you like.
 We met one Friday in June.
 The party lasted all night.
 Before what time…?
 We usually leave out at before what time.
 What time does her train arrive? (More natural than At whattime …)
 In an informal style, at is often dropped before about + time expression.
 I will see you (at) about 5 o’clock.
 Measurement expressions after be
 Expressions containing words like height, weight, length, size, shape, age and colour are usually connected to the subject of the clause by the verb be, without a preposition.
 She is the same age as me.(NOT … of the same age as me.)
 What colour are her eyes? (NOT Of what colour …)
 I am the same weight as I was ten years ago. (NOT I am of the same weight ...)
 Before home
 We do not use to before home.
 Let us go home. (NOT … go to home.)
 In informal English, at can be left out before home.
 Is anybody (at) home?
 Prepositions at the end of clauses
 A preposition often connects two things – a noun, adjective or verb that comes before it and a noun phrase or pronoun (prepositional object) that comes after it.
 He was really angry with me.
 She was looking at him.
 They live in a small village.
 In some structures we may put the prepositional object at or near the beginning of a clause. This happens especially in four cases:
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wh-questions: What are you looking at?relative clauses: This is the book that I told you about.passives: I hate being shouted at.infinitive structures: It is a boring place to live in.
 Wh-questions
 When a question word is the object of a preposition, the preposition most often comes at the end of the clause.
 Who is this present for? (For whom is this present? is extremely formal.)
 What are you looking at? (Less formal than At what are you looking?)
 Who did you go with? (Less formal than With whom did you go?)
 Where did you buy it from?
 Relative clauses
 When a relative pronoun is the object of a preposition, the preposition often goes at the end of a clause.
 This is the store that I told you about. (Less formal than … about which I told you.)
 She is the only woman (who) I have ever really been in love with. (Less formal than … with whom I have ever really been in love.)
 Passives
 In passive structures, prepositions go with their verbs.
 She was operated on last night.
 I hate being shouted at.
 Infinitive structures
 Infinitive complements can have prepositions with them.
 She needs other children to play with.
 We need a place to live in.
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COMMON ERRORS WITH CONJUNCTIONS
 Error 1Incorrect: Though he is fat, still he runs fast.
 Correct: Though he is fat, he runs fast.
 Incorrect: As he is fast, so he can’t run fast.
 Correct: As he is fast, he can’t run fast. OR He is fat, so he can't run fast.
 Incorrect: As I took aim at that time he shook my arm.
 Correct: As I took aim he shook my arm.
 In English, one conjunction is enough to join two clauses – we do not normally use two.
 Error 2Incorrect: Because he was not ready therefore we left without him.
 Correct: Because he was not ready we left without him.
 The conjunction because is enough to join the two clauses. There is no need to use a second conjunction like therefore or so.
 Error 3Incorrect: She did not come to school. Because she was ill.
 Correct: She did not come to school because she was ill.
 This is a common punctuation mistake. Because is a subordinating conjunction and must never be separated from its main clause by a full stop.
 Error 4Incorrect: No sooner I had reached the station than the train left.
 Correct: No sooner had I reached the station than the train left.
 When no sooner comes at the beginning of a sentence, we use an inverted word order. That means the auxiliary verb comes before the subject.
 Incorrect: Neither he comes nor he writes.
 Correct: Neither does he come nor does he write.
 When the first word of the sentence is negative, the auxiliary verb comes before the subject. Note that the sentence ‘He neither comes nor writes’ is equally right and probably more common.
 Error 5Incorrect: Their front door was open and there was nobody at home.
 Correct: Their front door was open but there was nobody at home.
 But is the conjunction to use when the second main clause gives unexpected information.
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PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES
 Following is a list of idiomatic prepositional phrases and examples. Always use these prepositional phrases as units; don't substitute other prepositions.
 accuse somebody of something
 She accused me of stealing her purse.
 acquainted with
 Peter is acquainted with my cousin John.
 afraid of
 I am afraid of cockroaches.
 agree on (a plan)
 They finally agreed on a plan.
 agree to (someone else's proposal)
 Did Betty agree to their demands?
 angry with (sometimes at) a person for doing something
 She was angry with him for lying to her.
 angry at/about (a thing)
 The commuters are angry about the fare hike.
 anxious about (=worried about)
 I am getting anxious about money.
 anxious for (=eager to have)
 We are all anxious for an end to this misunderstanding.
 approve of
 Did she approve of the vacation plan?
 arrive at/in
 What time do we arrive at Tokyo?
 bad at
 She is very bad at cooking.
 belong on/in (= go, fit, have its place in/on)
 Those glasses belong on the top shelf.
 belong to (= be a member of)
 I belong to a local athletics club.
 congratulate/congratulations on something
 I must congratulate you on your exam results.
 contrast with
 The red shirt contrasts with the pink pants.
 convenient for
 Is Monday convenient for you?
 Sources : www.google.ch
 www.perfectyourenglish.com
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