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 CEMETERY CULTURE IN BORDER ZONEAS A PHENOMENON OF COMPARATIVE AREA STUDIES
 Summary
 The present paper maps the methodological positions of European neighbour relations
 and partnership instrument 2007 ñ 2013 cross-border cooperation program Latvia ñ
 Lithuania ñ Belarus project ìPopularization of Oral History Centres in the cross-borderterritory of LV ñ BYî, ID LLB-2-143, studies of cemeteries in the cross-border area
 between Latvia and Belarus and characterizes their adaptation for the aims and tasks
 of the given project. Several common and different features of cemeteries in Latvia and
 Belarus are indicated that are determined by the traditional and contemporary culture
 trends, national identity traits, religious creed specificity, the soviet period and other
 factors. The peculiarities of cemeteries in the border area between Latvia and Belarus
 are compared to those of other regions in Latvia, framing the polemical character of the
 collected material.
 Key words: cemetery culture, area studies, commemoration, border zone, fieldwork,cemetery, necropolis, communal cemetery, rural cemetery, urban cemetery, cemetery
 festival, grave, tombstone, ritual
 *
 The Theoretical Background of Cemetery Studies
 One of the tasks of the European neighbour relations and partnership instrument2007 ñ 2013 cross-border cooperation program Latvia ñ Lithuania ñ Belarus project
 ìPopularization of Oral History Centres in the cross-border territory of LV ñ BYî, IDLLB-2-143 was related to studying the specificity of border area cemetery culture. Theproject involved experts from Daugavpils University and experts and field researchersfrom Grodno Yanka Kupala University. In cooperation they elaborated methodologicalguidelines for producing a description of cemetery territory in the culturally anthropolo-gical and socio-historical discourse. Using a comparative approach, in the closingconference of the project researchers mapped the further perspective of studying borderzone cemetery territory: to characterize the typology of cemetery culture of this areaand emphasize specific features, accounting for them by using religious creed, national,
 political, historical, social, and everyday life arguments.Cemetery (in Latvia two synonymous words are used to denote a territory of burialof the dead ñ ëkapií (graves) and ëkapsÁtaí (cemetery or graveyard)) is a delicate objectof study because it is emotionally associated with sacred attitude and piety towards thememory of the persons buried there. Traditionally, cemetery was mostly an object of archaeological and ethnographic studies for archaeologists and ethnographers. At thetime of contemporary synthesis and hybridization of various scientific approaches,
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 cemetery studies are an object of interdisciplinary research, synthesizing the anthropolo-gical approach with other spheres of the humanities and social sciences. In the framework
 of the European neighbour relations and partnership instrument 2007 ñ 2013 cross-border cooperation program Latvia ñ Lithuania ñ Belarus project ìPopularization of Oral History Centres in the cross-border territory of LV ñ BYî, the study of cemeteryterritory was positioned as interdisciplinary one and addressed particular geographical,national, or culture regions.
 The term ìarea studiesî basically exists as a notion bringing together heterogeneousresearch practices that entails both social sciences and humanities: history, politicalstudies, sociology, culture studies, languages, geography, linguistics, literature and relatedspheres. In contrast to cultural studies, area studies often include diaspora and emigrationphenomena. Cemetery studies foreground philosophical issues as well as take up charac-teristics of subject experience in a phenomenological perspective.
 The phenomenon of necropolis culture is related to death rituals in public traditions.Laura Uzule and Vita ZelËe in their study ìLatvieu kapusvÁtki: identit‚tes ritu‚lsî(Latvian cemetery festivals: identity ritual), which is dedicated to a uniquely Latviancommemoration form ñ cemetery festivals, map the stages of transformation of theconcepts ëdeath ñ commemorationí:
 N‚ves ritu‚los ir iespÁjams izÌirt trÓs secÓgus posmus. Pirmais ñ miranas ritu‚ls:
 atvadÓan‚s, pÁdÁj‚s gribas izteikana vai uzrakstÓana, grÁku no˛Ála, kristÓgo pÁ-
 dÁjais vakarÁdiens; pÁc n‚ves seko miru‚ ÌermeÚa sagatavoana bÁrÁm, kas arÓ
 ietver da˛‚das ritu‚lprakses. Otraj‚ posm‚ iekÔaujas bÁru ritu‚li. To saturu nosakaìsliekÚa situ‚cijaî, kur‚ miruais un sÁrot‚ji uz laiku norobe˛ojas no p‚rÁj‚s
 sabiedrÓbas, lai kop‚ izdzÓvotu p‚rejas brÓ˛a emocijas un pÁc bÁrÁm atgrieztos
 ikdien‚. Treaj‚ ñ komemor‚cijas ritu‚li: kapavietas apmeklÁjumi, miru‚ cilvÁka
 dzimanas un n‚ves dienu atcerÁan‚s, Miruo piemiÚas dienas1.
 [In death rituals it is possible to discern three subsequent stages. The first is theritual of dying: farewell, expressing or writing oneís last will, confession of sins,Christian last Communion; after death the dead body is prepared for funeral thatalso entails various ritual practices. The second stage includes funeral rites. Theircontent is determined by the ìliminal situationî where the dead and the mourners
 temporarily detach themselves from the rest of the society, in order to live throughthe emotions of passage and return to normal after the funeral. The third stageincludes commemoration rites: visiting the burial place, commemorating the deadpersonís birthday and dying day, All Soulsí Day.]
 The notion of commemoration expresses the remorse of the society concerning acollective loss and collectively experienced commemoration of good and bad events.
 Tas ietver visus veidus jeb meh‚nismus, kas kalpo k‚ pag‚tnes noriu atg‚di-
 n‚jums un iemiesojums. Komemor‚cija cilvÁkos rada un uztur piederÓbu pag‚tnei,
 senËiem, kopÓgas saj˚tas, emocijas un atmosfÁru. T‚ ietver publiskos un individu‚los
 atceres (arÓ sÁroanas) ritu‚lus, memori‚lu veidoanu, piemiÚas vietu iek‚rtoanu gan re‚laj‚, gan virtu‚laj‚ vidÁ, pieminÁanas vides, infrastrukt˚ras un mediju
 produktu radÓanu, k‚ arÓ vÁl daudzas citas darbÓbas.2
 [It includes all ways or mechanisms that function to remind of and embody pastevents. Commemoration creates and sustains a sense of belonging to the past,ancestors, common feelings, emotions, and atmosphere. It includes public andindividual commemoration (also mourning) rituals, founding of memorial places
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 both in the real and virtual environment, creating commemoration environments,infrastructure and media products as well as many other actions.]
 In Latvia the study of burial places until present has focused on characteristics of commemoration rites. Commemoration means [..] both ëto recall to memoryí and ëtoremind somebody of somethingí, and in both cases the act of remembering and not its
 object is at stake3. Interdisciplinary research or popular science activities dedicated tothe understanding of the notion of commemoration and its principles have been growingin number and diversity. They are aimed at systematizing a wide corpus of information,e.g. in Latvia a net source has been created: www.nekropole.info.lv that is positioned asa historico-cultural encyclopaedia of persons, events, and graves and sets as its strategyseveral thematic vectors: informative ñ persons, cemeteries, burial places, maps; pheno-
 menological ñ condolences, events. Thematic sections ìPersonsî, ìCemeteriesî, ìBurialplacesî are created in the form of a catalogue in alphabetical order. The catalogue hasnot yet been filled with information (e.g., many cemeteries in Daugavpils are not pho-tographed, only three persons are marked), the information on cemeteries available inthe portal is general and formal, no principles of material selection are clearly defined.Latvian portal, http://www.vieglassmiltis.lv/kapsetas was opened to public in January2012. It gives an opportunity for any person to create a virtual place of commemorationfor their close and beloved people as well as public, famous, and historical personalities.Memorial places can be created by any visitor of the portal and this service is free. Theportal also provides information about actions at time of mourning ñ things to be done,papers to be settled, organization of funeral, providers of funeral service, enterprises of undertakers and related spheres, etc. The portal provides information about cemeteriesin major towns and regions of Latvia, including contact information as well as the datesof cemetery festivals and candle festivals. It is planned that in the course of time thisinformation could cover all cemeteries in Latvia. The Internet site publishes thematicarticles, information about memorial and commemoration events, etc., visitors mayexchange experience, ask for advice, they are invited to participate in discussions andsurveys. The portal http://neogeo.lv/?p=8158 provides a map of cemeteries in Latvia4.There are Internet resources that provide a survey of burials of German soldiers in
 Latvia5 and Jewish cemeteries in Latvia6.The segmented empirical material of cemetery studies, joined with thematically,
 geographically, chronologically segmented oral history audio-visual units, give rise tonew net resources. The project ìPopularization of Oral History Centres in the cross-border territory of LV ñ BYî yielded not only the empirical and methodological researchof the cemetery segments of the border zone between Latvia and Belarus but also thee-museum www.vitamemoriae.eu with anthropological audio-visual units that in manycases contain references to stages of death and burial rites and commemoration.
 GrobiÚa region is one of the first in Latvia that has completed the digitalization of
 two of its major cemeteries, thus gaining a valuable database. Hence, the memory of the dead is preserved. There are more than 30 cemeteries in GrobiÚa region, IÔÏu cemeterybeing the largest one. The number of burials there exceeds 1500. Until present thenames of the buried are registered in the cemetery book where information is providedjust about recent 25 years. Cemetery curator, Rita Vilpora admits that the entries in thebook are usually supplemented with various information, to make it easier to preserveit in memory. Vilpora tells, Here I add information for my own reference, I cannot keep
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 it all in mind. If there is a cross and tombstone, then all right, but if not, I write, for
 instance, beside the son7. To systematize and keep the cemetery in order, graves in IÔÏu
 and LimbiÌu cemeteries of GrobiÚa region are measured, photographed, the data baseis created that makes it possible to find the necessary information. Unfortunately suchspecification of cemetery territories is rather infrequent in Latvia.
 Cemetery studies are produced by research expeditions of Latvian research insti-tutions, centres and higher education academic staff and students, the materials whereof are collected in research and popular scientific editions that, inter alia, provide evidenceof investigation of ancient burial places8. JanÓna KursÓte has studied and organizedexpeditions to Belarus to investigate the material culture evidence of Baltic tribes. Themost astounding finding of these expeditions was the so-called stone old women ñ smallsize stone sculptures dressed in clothes, erected by small roads or field edges, as well asin the woods or old cemeteries. They are related to the stone old women found in thelands of Eastern and Western Prussia that made it possible to assume that westernBaltic tribes shared a tradition of stone idols or ñ even wider ñ common sacred traditionof Baltic and Slavic regions. Investigations were carried out in Minsk, Gomel, Mogilev,and Grodno districts. Latvians in Belarus were studied not only as the ancient layer of history but also as that related to the nineteenth-century migration of Latvians, as inthe 2nd half of the 19th century Latvians started emigrating to Belarus in large numbersin search for better material conditions.
 Uz ZaÔesji kurzemnieki devuies pÁc mui˛nieka VrangeÔa uzaicin‚juma, kur apkaimÁ uzcÁla spirta p‚rstr‚des fabriku un pied‚v‚ja uz izdevÓgiem noteikumiem
 zemi nomai. S‚kum‚ latviei kaut arÓ dzÓvoja blakus, tomÁr viensÁt‚s. Tika dibin‚tas
 biedrÓbas, skolas, kori, spÁlÁja te‚tri, notika sarÓkojumi, kopÓgi svinÁja svÁtkus,
 cÁla baznÓcas. SamÁr‚ mierÓga un p‚rticÓga dzÓve turpin‚j‚s lÓdz 20. gadsimta
 20. gadu beig‚m, kad Baltkrievij‚ bija ap sedesmit latvieu koloniju. 1929. gad‚
 s‚k‚s piespiedu kolektiviz‚cija. [..]9.
 [People from Kurzeme left for Zalesye upon the invitation of squire Vrangelwho built a spirit processing factory in the neighbourhood and offered land forlease on beneficial terms. Latvians at first lived in detached homesteads. They
 founded societies, schools, choirs, played theatre, celebrated festivals, built churches.Rather peaceful and plentiful life lasted till the end of the 1920s when there wereabout 60 Latvian colonies in Belarus. In 1929 forced collectivization started.]
 Cemeteries may be regarded as a part of culture environment that reflects the pecu-liarities of this environment. Inscriptions and dates on tombstones, epitaphs, photographs,shapes of tombstones and crosses comprise visual and textual information ranges andperson database. Humanís memorial place in this world is public. Under the conditionsof the 21st century culture globalization, cemetery studies become topical also as borderstudies in a hybridized border space of individualís profane and eternal existence where
 individualís private sphere becomes public and typologizes individualís commemoration.Laura Uzule and Vita ZelËe state: N‚ve, atvadÓan‚s un arÓ bÁres (t‚pat k‚ dzÓve)
 liel‚koties notiek publiskaj‚ telp‚.10 [Death, farewell and also funeral (the same as life)mostly happen in the public space.]
 Burial places, becoming a public space, either organically match the style of aparticular necropolis or, contrasting with it as other or alien, attract special attention,interest, confusion, and objections.
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 Fieldwork Method Adaptation for Cemetery Studies
 Study of the cemeteries in Latvia and Belarus within the project in the specific
 context of border zone culture required the adaptation of the fieldwork method to therespective object of investigation and its correction corresponding to the fieldworkconditions. Three stages of fieldwork are distinguished in the research.
 The first stage is that of preparation. It includes the description of the history of thecemetery foundation and development, interviewing cemetery employees, the familiari-zation with the burial scheme in the cemetery and the collection of data about the deadand the cemetery development. At this stage the principles of selection of the materialare specified and the analysis of the cemetery is produced. As a result, the most distinctfeatures of the cemetery are extracted that are related to the impact of the multicultural
 environment and the interaction of various cultural traditions.The second stage of the fieldwork is excerpting of the categories to study. During
 this stage, indicators ñ ìgraveî, ìtombstoneî, ìterritory of the burial placeî are charac-terized according to the following parameters: architectonic elements (cross, sculpture,decorations, etc.), size (principles of measuring), form (horizontal, vertical, ground slab(whole, consisting of separate elements); material (quality, colour), graphic (ornament,alphabet, script, portrait, technique); epitaph (text, interpretation). Indicator ìburial
 placeî is characterized according to the following parameters: territory (size, location);design (borders, elements, number of graves); traditions of tending (objects, memorial
 signs). Indicator ìburied personî is characterized according to the following parameters:personal data, biography of famous (well-known, significant) persons.
 The third stage of fieldwork envisages the systematization of research outcomes,identifying typological similarities, influences, borrowings and unique features, the pro-motion of the research outcomes in wider public and their transfer to tourist branch aswell as integration into systemic preservation and promotion of culture legacy.
 Border Zone Cemetery Studies Methodology
 Methodology of cemetery studies in border area is a significant segment in the con-sideration of the peculiarities of past and present, individual and collective, ethnic andreligious creed aspects of culture space. Investigation and description of cemetery culturemay be realized in the following directions: 1) pilot research (survey and interviews of border area inhabitants and cemetery employees); 2) investigation of cemeteries andrelated traditions and recording them (audio, video, photo materials, cemetery schemes,etc.); 3) collection and systematization of materials.
 Cemetery studies have a number of significant functions because burials bearevidence to the historical trends of various epochs and provide characteristics of signi-ficant personalities as well as unusual or original burial places; they manifest the ethnicand confessional specificity of people buried in a cemetery, reveal the technical indicatorsof the cemetery sector or concrete grave designing. An important aspect in the charac-teristics of a cemetery is related traditions (cemetery festivals, All Soulsí Day, candlenight, Pentecost, etc.); cemeteries are regarded as a component of culture tourism.
 In cemetery studies certain criteria and principles of selecting material are to berespected. Within the present project, a segmented field research was made and its
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 outcomes are presented in the research papers in the given collection. The territory of cemeteries was not studied fully in the research. Researchers focused exactly on mani-
 festations of culture peculiarities in border area cemeteries, emphasizing three indicators:culture processes in the context of specific religious confessions and their interaction;modifications of cemetery culture determined by historical processes; social stratification.In the practical implementation of the research, the material was selected according tocertain categories taking into consideration major periods of the cemetery development:soviet period ñ post-soviet period, segmenting burials by decades, starting with the1960 ñ 70s until the present. In each of the determined cemetery sectors the researchershad to select significant, unique, noteworthy tombstones (in average 3 burial places arow or alley) that were photographed from different angles. Tombstones and graves
 were measured, the text on the tombstone was registered. If it was impossible to decodethe semantic of a particular tombstone, cemetery employees or the family of the deadwere surveyed or interviewed; they helped establish the bond between the buried personand the grave or the tombstone. Special attention was attributed to burials of personssignificant for the investigated region (e.g. priests, famous culture or public figures) andtheir tendencies (e.g. after the reconstruction of statehood in Latvia borders were drawnwith Russia or Belarus that limited peopleís ability to visit their family graves in borderarea and as a result many graves became untended and abandoned).
 The research provides the analysis of the statistics of the common cemetery sector
 (tendencies of location, common materials in grave ornaments, social differences intending of graves, etc.).
 Project ìPopularization of Oral History Centres in the Cross-BorderTerritory of LV ñ BYî Implementation Experience and Results Gained
 Cemeteries make visible signs of the historico-cultural legacy. They have changedin the course of time in Latvia. Regarding the tending of graves historically, archaeologicalresearch shows that both the fire graves of the ancient tribe of the Cours and the burialmounds of the Selonians manifest respect towards the deceased. In the 16th and 17th
 centuries, when churches were built in the Duchy of Courland and Swedish Livland,church vaults and yards were used as burial places of landlords, priests and other promi-nent persons. Peasants were still buried in burial mounds. In the 18th century, during theGreat Plague and the Northern War, a great number of population died in Latvia,burials were often chaotically formed and the evidence of them was soon lost in thememory of the people. Only in 1773, when Livland had become a part of the RussianEmpire, its governor issued an order to mark cemeteries by a fence or a wall aroundthem. Burials in churches or near them were prohibited. In Livland very large cemeterieswere developed that covered wide areas. In Courland after the year of 1864 homesteads
 were traded and many people set burial places of their family or household members onthe land they had bought. In the course of time they grew into parish graveyards. Unfor-tunately until recent times there were scarce investigations of the trends of cemetery for-mation in Latgale that is heterogeneous both ethnically and as regards religious creeds,the territory whereof from 1802 to 1917 was a part of Vitebsk (at present in Belarus)province. These voids are partially filled by Vitolds Mui˛nieksí study ìBÁru tradÓcijas
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 LatgalÁ pÁc arheoloÏiski pÁtÓto 14. ñ 18. gadsimta apbedÓanas vietu materi‚laî11 (FuneralTraditions in Latgale According to the Archaeological Studies of the 14th ñ 18th century
 burial places).Laura Uzule and Vita ZelËe in their study of cemetery festivals in Latvia point outthe regional differences in Latvia in the visual and architectonic design of graves; thetradition of cemetery culture initiated by Herrnhuter brothers in Livland, especiallynear the town of Valmiera, is especially distinct. This region is marked by large andwell-tended cemeteries, while those in Courland are smaller and located closer to oneanother.12
 The study published in the present collection is a step towards characteristics of cemetery culture in Latgale in recent times and their comparison to cemeteries in the
 border area with Belarus.Latvian ñ Belarusian cross-border area is a multi-cultural and poly-lingual territoryin the south-eastern part of Latvia and north-western part of Belarus. In Latvia it isrepresented by Latgale that is a territory where, often even within one family, severalreligious creeds coexist (mostly Catholics, Russian Orthodox, Old-Believers), severallanguages and dialects (Latvian, Latgalian, Russian, Belarusian, Polish), a number of ethnicities (Latvians, Latgalians, Russians, Lithuanians, Belarusians, Polish, Jews, Romapeople).
 The territorial identity of contemporary Latvia emerged at the turn of the 12th and
 13th
 centuries. In the following centuries Latgale was marked by many socio-politicalevents that determine the essential presence of Slavic identity component as well asGerman and Jewish identity component integration in the cultural identity of this region.Daugavpils is the biggest town in Latgale and second largest town in Latvia. It is situatedin the border zone between Latvia, Belarus, Lithuania, and Russia. Like Latgale on thewhole, Daugavpils is also a distinctly multi-cultural and poly-ethnic town. This peculiarityis obvious also in the cemetery culture of the town.
 Daugavpils cemeteries are located on the outskirts of the town, on both sides of thelargest streets leading to/out of the town. The largest cemetery is Daugavpils Communalcemetery with the area of 364.342 m2. Daugavpils Communal cemetery is located onboth sides of the central street of the town ñ 18th November Street. On one side of thestreet there is a large territory of the cemetery as well as Jewish, Moslem, and Baptistethnic and religious creed sectors. Daugavpils Communal cemetery borders on theOrthodox and Old-Believer cemeteries formed before the soviet period that are stillfunctioning (it must be noted that there are no enclosures between some of the cemeteriesthat was an essential cemetery culture element of the 19th ñ early 20th centuries). Next toDaugavpils Communal cemetery in the soviet period Brethren Cemetery was laid. Allof these cemeteries are tended by a united infrastructure of Daugavpils municipality. Inthe centre of the territory of Daugavpils Communal cemetery there is a mortuary, inwhich funerals are held according to secular or religious rites. On the other side of 18th
 November Street there is a parallel range of cemeteries including Lutheran cemetery aswell as Catholic cemetery with a chapel where funerals are held according to Catholicrites. Though the territory of Daugavpils Communal cemetery is big and old, themunicipality has not developed systematized data or register of burial places yet; thereis no grave scheme with sectors; alleys and particular burial places are not marked.
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 Rural graveyards are a specific element of culture environment with its cultivatedlandscape, botanical, and historical significance. Rural cemeteries in the Latvian and
 Belarusian cross-border area bear emotional load rooted in Latvian and Belarusianeveryday life traditions. Latvian rural cemeteries often resemble shady parks. Formedat the turn of the 18th ñ 19th centuries, they had a rectangular design with the main alleyand perpendicularly located one or several cross-alleys and side lanes, segmenting thewhole territory in the shape of cross or regular quadrangles. The big cross of the cemeteryis traditionally located in the centre of the cemetery. By this cross service is held duringcemetery festivals and other occasions of commemorating the dead (Pictures 1, 2, 3).Cemeteries are regularly visited, scrupulously tended and make an intrinsic part of rural social and cultural environment all over Latvia.
 Picture 1. Skrudaliene civil parish cemetery, Daugavpils municipality.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 2. L‚Ëu cemetery. Lociki, Naujene civil parish, Daugavpils municipality.Photo by Maija Burima
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 The evidence of Latvian culture on theterritory of Belarus is encountered in various
 forms of representation. JanÓna KursÓte, theleader of numerous folklore and cultureanthropological expeditions, mentions anumber of anthroponyms that characterizetraces of Baltic culture of various ages inBelarus and simultaneously mark a perspec-tive and functionality for border and cross-border culture investigations:
 Par baltu cilu un tautu kl‚tb˚tni
 Brestas apgabal‚ liecina vietu nosau-kumi Jatvezj, Jatvesk (j‚tvingi), KrivËici,
 KrivjaË (kriviËi, kurus vieni pieskaita sl‚-
 viem, citi baltiem), Pruska, Prusko (pr˚i),
 MogiÔevas apgabal‚ Latievo (latviei),
 Prussy, Prusino, Minskas apgabal‚ Kri-
 viËi, LatigoliËi, Latigolj, Dainova (j‚t-
 vingi), GrodÚas apgabal‚ Dainova, Dai-
 novka, Jatouti, Jatvezj, LatveÔi, LatoviËi,
 Latii, nerun‚jot par Vitebskas apgabalu,
 kur‚ daudz gan LatigoliËu, gan KriviËu ciemu. Ko mÁs ar to varam ies‚kt? MeklÁt arhe-
 oloÏiskas, antropoloÏiskas, folkloriskas, lingvistiskas liecÓbas da˛‚dos laika sl‚Úos, t‚ palÓdzot saprast savu vÁsturi, arÓ palÓdzot ar sav‚m zin‚an‚m baltkrievu speci‚listiem.13
 [The presence of the Baltic tribes and peoples in Brest district is testified to by theplace names Jatvezj, Jatvesk (Jatwingi), KrivËici, KrivjaË (Krivichi, who are attributedto Slavs by some and Balts by others), Pruska, Prusko (Prussians), Latievo (Latvians)in Mogilev district, Prussy, Prusino, in Minsk district KriviËi, LatigoliËi, Latigolj, Dainova(Jatwingi), in Grodno district Dainova, Dainovka, Jatouti, Jatvezj, LatveÔi, LatoviËi,Latii, not to mention Vitebsk district with numerous villages of Latigolichi and Krivichi.What can we do with this? We can search for archeological, anthropological, folkloristic,linguistic evidences of different time layers thus promoting the understanding of our
 history and with our knowledge helping Belorussian specialists.]In Belarus there is not only the evidence of Baltic culture but also the typological
 affinities or common features conditioned by various factors, anthropological influencesand borrowings. This is clearly demonstrated by the territories of border town andrural cemeteries.
 Vitebsk is the fifth largest city of Belarus. It is situated in the northeast of Belarus bythe river Daugava that flows from Belarus through Latvia. As to religious creed, about80% of believers in Vitebsk are Orthodox. Within Russia Vitebsk became a major Jewishcentre who constituted more than a half of the cityís population in the early 20th century.
 Cemeteries in Vitebsk interweave the whole territory of the city. They are bothfunctioning and ìconservedî or closed cemeteries where burials are terminated. In thecemeteries made at the turn of the 19th ñ 20th centuries the differentiation of creeds wasobserved, e.g. Old-Believers were buried in Grishano-Zolotogorsk cemetery, whileOrthodox were buried in Novosemyonovskoye cemetery. In the Severnoye cemetery of the city of Novopolotsk nowadays the dead of various creeds are buried (mostly Ortho-dox and Catholics). Contemporary Belarusian urban cemeteries have a well-planned
 Picture 3. BÁrtuÔa cemetery in R˚jiena.Photo by Maija Burima
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 structural design; hence in Sever-noye cemetery there are the indica-
 tions of sectors and lines withdetailed information about theterritory at the cemetery (Pictures4, 5).
 In the Latvian and Belarusianborder area cemeteries there isevidence of the soviet period when,under the pressure of ideology, thereligious factor was either ignoredor hidden, or functioned as a se-condary indicator, when choosingthe place of burial. On the otherhand, burial traditions and designof the burial place are aspects thatin the time of soviet occupationpreserved the religious rituals andattributes actually banned by theideology. This is proved by the per-mission under conditions of atheism
 to use the sign of cross on tomb-stones. In the soviet period theChristian cross was used also inburial places in Latvia, though invarious creeds it had different practical application traditions. In Daugavpils and ceme-teries in Old-Believer family burial places large Old-Believer (also Orthodox) crossesare observed that are engraved in stone bases (Pictures 6). This appears also in Belarusiancemeteries (Picture 7). In Catholic cemeteries such crosses are also observed, yet inCatholic burial places cross signs are engraved on tombstones.
 Picture 6. Skrudaliene civil parish cemetery, Daugavpils municipality. Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 4, 5. The Severnoye cemetery of the city of Novopolotsk. Photo by Maija Burima
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 Picture 7. Zalesse cemetery, Belarus. Photo by Maija Burima
 In Daugavpils region cemeteries one may see such a design of burial places wherethe cross is replaced by another sign or a photograph representing the dead person, e.g.a picture of a person engraved in stone wearing a military or professional uniform withthe aim of indicating the professional belonging of the buried person or his/her achieve-
 ments in lifetime (military rank, etc.). Other professional identification signs occur aswell, e.g. a musical instrument, a clef, musical score ñ for a musician, an airplane ñ fora pilot, etc. For instance, on a foresterís family grave there are engraved oak-tree leavesand Latvian national ornaments (Picture 8).
 Picture 8. L‚Ëu cemetery. Lociki, Naujene civil parish, Daugavpils municipality.Photo by Maija Burima
 The ornamental national design on the tombstone refers to Latvian identity: pre-Christianheathen cult influences, totemism, mythological and folklore images. The symbolism of
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 oak-tree ñ the tree contour, a branch (brokenbranch as a variation, related to the interrupted
 way of life), also oak-tree leaves as a universaldecorative symbolical element are used in manyLatvian male grave tombstone designs, as oak-tree in Latvian mythology is a sacred tree, alsothe Tree of the World as the axis connectingpast, present, and future. Other tree images, e.g.birch-tree, willow, are also used in tombstonedesigns. Trees were decorated with offeringsin annual festivals and until nowadays havepreserved a bond with the cult of totemism.Nowadays the symbolical patterns of trees, gar-lands, branches and flowers used in tombstoneengravings in cemeteries, under the influenceof the soviet atheist ideology, condition theprinciples of designing the burial places thatdo not contain any Christian elements (Pic-ture 9) or synthesize ornamental designs of florawith Christian iconography (Pictures 10, 11).One of the most often used decorative elements
 on tombstones is reclining tree or floral garlands that symbolize sorrow and loss.
 Picture 10. L‚Ëu cemetery. Lociki, Naujene civil Picture 11. Daugavpils Communalparish, Daugavpils municipality. Cemetery. Photo by Maija Burima
 Photo by Maija Burima
 Contemporary cemetery territories have preserved a number of historical relicsand artefacts, yet they manifest also the features of postmodernist culture and globaliza-tion, spiritual and material culture innovations. 21st century design of graves possessesa different aesthetically decorative style, e.g. aphorisms or even suggestions for a healthylifestyle written on grave slabs, philosophical images, tombstones in the shape of secularimages, e.g. a butterfly or a heart that symbolizes the fragility of life as opposed todeath and eternity (Pictures 12, 13, 14, 15).
 Picture 9. The Severnoye cemetery of the city of Novopolotsk.Photo by Maija Burima
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 Picture 12, 13. Daugavpils Communal Cemetery. Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 14, 15. Daugavpils Communal Cemetery. Photo by Maija Burima
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 In Daugavpils Communal Cemetery mixed creed family burials occur more than inBelarusian border area. Spouses or relatives (Catholics, Orthodox, Old-Believers,
 Moslems) mark with the attributes of their religious creed a common tombstone oreverybody may have oneís own tombstone (Pictures 16, 17, 18, 19).
 Picture 16, 17, 18, 19. Daugavpils Communal Cemetery. Photo by Maija Burima
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 The tradition of regular visiting and tending of graves in Latvia has been stablethroughout several centuries. Laura Uzule and Vita ZelËe note:
 Pasaules kult˚r‚ vÁrojama atvadu ritu‚lu, atdusas vietu un kapsÁtu, sÁru unatceres liela daudzÁj‚dÓba gan laik‚, gan telp‚, tomÁr attieksme pret o dzÓves/
 n‚ves jomu vienmÁr ir bijusi Ôoti nopietna un jÁgpilna.14
 [In the world culture one may observe great diversity of funeral rites, burialplaces and cemeteries, mourning and commemoration in time and space, yet attitudeto this sphere of life/death has always been very serious and meaningful.]
 Decoration of graves with flowers in the territory of Latvia was first introduced byHerrnhuter brothers around Valmiera and CÁsis in the late 18th century. In fishingvillages of Courland grave crosses were decorated with woodcarvings, plain and hand-
 woven ribbons. Tombstones with engraved names, coatsof arms, and commemoration signs started to spread inRiga in the 15th century. When it was ordered by law toorganize burial places only outside towns, the GreatCemetery (Lielie kapi) was laid in 1773. In 1910 RigaMunicipal Council allotted about 100 ha of land forcemetery in a wood; this was the origin of Wood Ceme-tery (Me˛a kapi) that have grown over a century into avast ìtown for the deadî. Its territory was first divided
 among religious parishes. Only Rainis Cemetery wasindependent of religious creeds. Both world wars condi-tioned the emergence of burial places of numerous soldiersin Latvia (Pictures 20, 21).
 Picture 20. BÁrtuÔa cemetery in R˚jiena. Monument to thesoldiers killed in Liberation battles (fragment). Designed afterL. –valbeís project. Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 21. Skrudaliene civil parish cemetery, Daugavpils municipality. Burials of the SovietArmy soldiers killed in World War II. Photo by Maija Burima
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 Many specific features are manifestedby cemeteries of border area in the use of
 everyday life details. Unlike the rest of Latvia (with the exception of towns witha large ratio of ethnic minority popula-tion), in Daugavpils urban and rural ceme-teries artificial flowers are abundantly usedin decorating graves (Pictures 22, 23). Oneof the wreaths dedicated to a recently buriedperson was decorated by a band made inthe stylistic of national colours (Picture
 24). This trend is obvious also in Belarus(Picture 25). They decorate burial placesin all seasons and provide a bright spotwhen the ground is covered with snow(Pictures 26). In other regions of Latviaartificial flowers are not used in cemeterydecoration or for making wreaths forfunerals. In the greatest part of the territoryof Latvia graves look rather modest, some-
 times even plain, they are covered withsmall decorative plants, flowers in vases(Picture 27). In Latgale there are lawnsinstead of stone or concrete edges (Picture28). In the territory of Belarusian borderunusual oval shaped tombstones are usedthat seem to protect the photograph on thetombstone in bad weather (Pictures 29,30). Tombstones are often in bright co-
 lours ñ light blue. Such a tombstone, withthe image of Virgin Mary on it, might beassociated with the Heavenly kingdom(Picture 31).
 Metal fences are a typical feature of cemeteries in the Latvian and Belarusianborder area (Pictures 32, 33). In otherregions of Latvia fences are not used ortheir function is performed by hedges
 (Pictures 34).
 Picture 24. L‚Ëu cemetery. Lociki,Naujene civil parish, Daugavpils municipality.
 Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 22. L‚Ëu cemetery. Lociki, Naujenecivil parish, Daugavpils municipality.
 Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 23. Daugavpils Communal Cemetery.Photo by Maija Burima
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 Picture 25. A quiet Belarusianrural cemetery nearthe Latvian border(name not known).Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 26. The Severnoyecemetery of the city
 of Novopolotsk.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 27, 28. BÁrtuÔa cemetery in R jiena. Picture 29. Zalesse cemetery, Belarus.Photo by Maija Burima Photo by Maija Burima
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 Picture 30. Zalesse cemetery, Belarus. Picture 31. The Severnoye cemetery of the cityPhoto by Maija Burima of Novopolotsk. Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 32. DaugavpilsCommunal Cemetery.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 33. The Severnoyecemetery of the city
 of Novopolotsk.Photo by Maija Burima
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 Abandoned graves occur on both sides of the border (Pictures 35, 36, 37). In the interviews,
 cemetery superintendents admit that this isaccounted for by emigration, obstacles for thosewho are non-EU citizens to visit Latvia to tendthe graves due to visa regime (Picture 38). ForLatvian border area population this issue is sim-plified by the agreement between the govern-ments of the Republic of Latvia and the Republicof Belarus concerning the simplified procedureof mutual visits of people residing in the borderarea between the Republic of Latvia and the
 Republic of Belarus. Sometimes the abandonedgraves are tended by those who look after thenearest burials, the cemetery superintendent,or somebody else. Sometimes family memberswho are aware of not being able to tend thegrave regularly, place a stone slab on the graveso that it would not overgrow with grass orsod (Pictures 39, 40).
 Picture 35. Skrudaliene civil
 parish cemetery,Daugavpils municipality.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 36. L‚Ëu cemetery.Lociki, Naujene civil parish,Daugavpils municipality.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 34. BÁrtuÔa cemetery in R˚jiena.Photo by Maija Burima
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 Picture 37. Zalesse
 cemetery, Belarus.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 38. Skrudaliene civil parish cemetery,
 Daugavpils municipality.Photo by Maija Burima
 Picture 39. A quietBelarusian rural cemetery
 near the Latvian border(name not known).
 Photo by Maija Burima
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 Picture 40. Daugavpils Communal Cemetery. Photo by Maija Burima
 It must be concluded that, in the border area of Latvia and Belarus, urban and ruralcemeteries in general manifest more common features than those in Latgale and other
 regions of Latvia.Cemetery festivals are a unique feature of Latvian cemetery culture in all four
 regions of Latvia. In summer, from the end of June to early September, cemetery festivalstake place in cemeteries on weekends with gathering of the relatives, friends, andneighbours of the dead who live in various places in Latvia or abroad. The cemeteryfestival tradition is no more than a hundred years old but it is solidly rooted and supportpeopleís belonging to the local community.
 A record in Latvia Culture Canon Folk traditions part reads:
 Gatavojoties kapu svÁtkiem, kapi tiek Ópai saposti ñ pie kopiÚ‚m noliktas
 v‚zes ar ziediem, sveces, tiek uzbÁrta svaiga smilts, p‚rst‚dÓtas puÌes, apgrieztikoumkr˚mi. Latviei kapsÁtas kopj k‚ d‚rzus, un ainavu arhitekti atzÓst, ka Latvijas
 kapsÁtas var uzskatÓt par savdabÓgiem parkiem.
 Kapu svÁtku norise ietver m‚cÓt‚ja vadÓtu dievkalpojumu vai laicÓgu ceremoniju
 ar m˚ziku, dzeju, run‚m un svinÓbas, kas notiek vai nu Ïimenes lok‚ turpat pie
 kapsÁtas, ja dzimtai piederÓgie tuvum‚ vairs nedzÓvo, vai tuvÁj‚s dzimtas m‚j‚s,
 vai arÓ pla‚k‚ vietÁja kopien‚ ñ pagasta vai pilsÁtas rÓkotos svÁtkos, kas piel‚goti
 kapusvÁtku norises laikam.15
 [Getting ready for the cemetery festival, the graves are specially decorated ñvases with flowers and candles are placed nearby, fresh sand is sprinkled, flowers are
 replanted, decorative shrubs are cropped. Latvians tend cemeteries like gardens, andlandscape architects admit that Latvian cemeteries may be regarded as specific parks.
 The procedure of a cemetery festival entails a religious service held by a priestor a secular ceremony with music, dance, speeches, and celebration either amongfamily members by the cemetery, if nobody in the family lives nearby, or in theclosest family homestead, or in a wider local community ñ celebration organizedby the civil parish or town that is adjusted to the time of the cemetery festival.]
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 People design their relativesí graves according to various traditions. The regularnotions of the valuable or less valuable are vanishing.
 Kopjot aizg‚juo kapavietas, cilvÁki nevad‚s no auri personisk‚m interesÁm,bet gan izsaka savu lÓdzj˚tÓbu un cieÚu aizg‚jÁjiem, k‚ arÓ spÁju izkopt un novÁrtÁt
 daiÔumu, tomÁr diem˛Ál lÓdz‚s ai past‚v arÓ cita motiv‚cija ñ savas maks‚tspÁjas
 demonstrÁana un vÁlme izcelties. [..] KapusvÁtku svinÁana ir kristietÓbas ieviesta
 tradÓcija. ArhÓvos t‚ minÁta jau 18. gadsimta beig‚s ñ 19. gadsimta. s‚kum‚. Laik‚
 no j˚nija beig‚m lÓdz septembra s‚kumam katru gadu Latvijas kapsÁt‚s pulcÁjas
 miruo piederÓgie. KapusvÁtkiem gatavojoties, kapi tiek saposti Ópai. IkreizÁjs kapu
 apmeklÁjums ir sava veida ritu‚ls: vieniem ñ pien‚kums, citiem ñ emocion‚ls p‚rdzÓ-
 vojums, vÁl k‚dam ñ ieradums.
 Pirmoreiz kapusvÁtki pavisam ofici‚li svÁtÓti Vietalvas draudzÁ 1911. gad‚,
 kad tos iedzÓvin‚jis pretrunÓgi vÁrtÁtais m‚cÓt‚js un rakstnieks Andrievs Niedra.ViÚ precÓzi uztvÁris: latvieiem raksturÓga iezÓme ir pulcÁan‚s un svinÓbas ‚rpus
 telp‚m, un kapusvÁtki ai tradÓcijai Ôoti labi atbilst .16
 [Tending the graves of the deceased, people are not guided by strictly personalinterests; instead they express their sympathy and respect to the dead as well as theirability to cultivate and appreciate beauty, yet beside this motivation unfortunatelythere is another ñ the demonstration of oneís paying capacity and wish to distinguishoneself. [..] The celebration of cemetery festivals is a tradition introduced by Chris-tianity. In the archives it is mentioned already at the end of the 18th century ñ early19th century. From the end of June till early September every year the relatives of
 the dead gather in cemeteries in Latvia. Preparing for the festival, the graves arespecially decorated. Each case of visiting a grave is a kind of a ritual: for somebodyit is a duty, for others ñ an emotional experience, for somebody else ñ a habit.
 For the first time a cemetery festival was officially celebrated in Vietalva parishin 1911; it was organized by the priest and writer Andrievs Niedra who has receivedcontradictory responses. He noted that Latvians are fond of gathering andcelebrating out-doors, and cemetery festivals match this tradition very well.]
 Cemetery festivals are a deeply rooted tradition in Latvia; this tradition is observedby all visitors of cemeteries and they note on which day they should visit their deadrelatives. The festival functions also as a uniting factor in the community: in many
 places in Latvia cemetery festival is a major occasion of family reunion, especially in thesmall rural cemeteries, when the living come to visit the dead, people come from villagesthat no longer exist as the villagers have died or emigrated from the countryside andfrom Latvia during the early twenty-first century wave of emigration. For this reason,the number of cemetery festival visitors declines every year. Many people cannot visit amore distant cemetery and tend the graves for economic reasons, or they have left thecountry, therefore the continuity of the annual cemetery festival tradition may beendangered in future.
 Tending of graves is the theme of the publication ìKapsÁtas Átikas kodekssî (Ce-
 metery ethic code) by Evija PozÚaka (consulted by KristÓne Dunska) in the magazineìCit‚d‚ pasauleî (The different world), No. 23, 2013, section ìPadomnieksî (Adviser);it reminds the readers of what must be observed when they visit the graves to tend them(Picture 41). The publication advises when the best time to visit graves is, how to behavein a cemetery, what may, must, must no be done in a cemetery, what psychologicalfeelings may overwhelm a person in a cemetery and how to account for them:
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 DvÁseles attÓrÓana. Ja uz kapa krusts saÌiebies, miru‚ cilvÁka dvÁsele ieg˚tu
 mieru17; Bez rotaÔ‚m. BÁrniem nevajadzÁtu Ôaut spÁlÁties starp kapu kopiÚ‚m, aiztikt
 smiltis vai ko pacelt no t‚m, jo tad k‚dam no tuviniekiem vai m‚jiniekiem gaid‚ma
 n‚ve, vai arÓ ñ GrÁku mazin‚anai. Ja nom‚c vainas saj˚ta vai gadÓjies izdarÓt ko
 nel‚gu, palÓdzÁs k‚das aizauguas kapu kopiÚas regul‚ra apkopana. Tas uzskat‚ms
 par svÁtÓgu darbu un varÁtu veicin‚t grÁku piedoanu.18
 [Purification of the soul. If a cross on the grave is awry, the dead personís soulis searching for peace. No games. Children should not be allowed to play betweenthe graves, touch the sand or take something from the graves because then some-body in the family or household will die. If you are oppressed by the sense of guilt or you have done something wrong, regular tending of an abandoned gravewill help. It is regarded as a benedictory work and may facilitate forgiveness of sins.]
 Picture 41. Publication ìKapsÁtas Átikas kodekssî (Cemetery ethic code) by Evija PozÚaka(consulted by KristÓne Dunska) in the magazine ìCit‚d‚ pasauleî (The different world),
 No. 23, 2013, section ìPadomnieksî (Adviser)
 Contemporary cemetery culture studies pay little attention to the characteristics of the visual design of graves in Eastern Latvia because, under the impact of Lithuanian,Belarusian, and Russian neighbouring cultures, it has gained many different elements
 and does not fit into traditional Latvian visual aesthetics and everyday life culture norms,e.g. artificial flowers on graves, metal fences around a grave instead of a hedge likeelsewhere in Latvia, big and decorous tombstones and crosses from various kinds of stone and metal instead of wooden crosses and tombstones (as it is observed in Lithuanianear the border with Latvia).
 Sava mode valda arÓ kapakmeÚu izvÁlÁ. Tiesa, to liel‚ mÁr‚ nosaka cilvÁka rocÓba,
 jo tas tomÁr nav lÁts prieks.19 [There is a certain fashion in choosing a tombstone. In
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 Picture 43. DaugavpilsCommunal Cemetery.Photo by Maija Burima
 Conclusions
 The investigation of the border area cemeteries provides an essential notion of thechanges in religiously and ethnically mixed societyís attitude towards the major anthro-pological concepts (life, death, memory, ritual) that takes place in situations of shifting
 socio-political situation and ideological changes and territorial shifts. In contemporarycemeteries in the border area both in Daugavpils and Vitebsk there is observed a mixtureof religious creeds and ethnicities. There are very few homogeneous burials. It must bestated that the burial rite has gradually grown simpler. The transformation of socialstratification signs is also evident. Cemetery culture (burial rites, grave design) is essen-tially affected by the undertakersí business (the financial opportunities of people deter-mine the funeral procedure, choice of the burial place, design and tending of the grave).At the same time, contemporary cemeteries located in the culture border areas becomemore ìopenî to society. Due to the multiculturally conditioned diversity, during therecent decades cemeteries have more often become a tourist attraction but cemeteryfestivals and visiting graves in religious festivals become events that, apart from com-memorating the dead, function as family reunion for people who live in distant townsand countries.
 The study of cemetery culture in border area within the project ìPopularization of Oral History Centres in the cross-border territory of LV ñ BYî grew into the cross-border cooperation occasion, providing new research ideas and perspectives for areastudies in Latvia and Belarus.
 _______________________________1 Sumiala, J. Media and Ritual. Death, Community and Everyday Life. Routledge: London andNew York, 2013. ñ pp. 91ñ92. In: Uzule, L.; ZelËe, V. Latvieu kapusvÁtki: identit‚tes ritu‚ls.RÓga: Mansards, 2014. ñ p. 26.2 Turner, C. Nation and Commemoration. In: Delanty, G., Kumar, K. (eds). The Sage Handbookof Nations and Nationalism. London: Sage Publications, 2006. ñ p. 206. In: Uzule, L.; ZelËe, V.Latvieu kapusvÁtki: identit‚tes ritu‚ls. RÓga: Mansards, 2014. ñ p. 21.
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