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Page 2
                        

TOPIC Biodegradable and Non- Biodegradable Wastes

Page 3
                        

Biodegradable Wastes
 What is Biodegradable Wastes ? Those waste materials which can be broken down to non-poisonous in nature in due course of
 time by the action of micro-organisms like certain bacteria, are called biodegradable wastes. A biodegradable waste decays naturally and becomes harmless after some time. Cattle dung and compost are common examples of biodegradable wastes.

Page 4
                        

Does it wastes Pollute the Environment ?
 Biodegradable wastes usually do not pollute the environment. Biodegradable wastes pollute the environment only when their amount is large which cannot be degraded into harmless substances in nature at the right time.

Page 5
                        

Non-Biodegradable Wastes
 The waste materials which cannot be broken down into non-poisonous or harmless substances in nature are called non- biodegradable wastes. D.D.T is a non-biodegradable waste so it can be passed along the food chain from crops to man or other animals and birds and harm them. For this reason D.D.T has been banned from use in most countries. Non-biodegradable wastes are the major pollutants of the environment. Examples :- Polythene bags, plastics, synthetic fibers, glass, metals, synthetic rubber, insecticides, pesticides etc.

Page 6
                        

Why some materials are biodegradable whereas others are non-biodegradable ?
 The micro organisms like bacteria and other decomposer organisms present in our environment are ‘specific ‘ in their action. They break down the natural materials or products made from natural materials but do not break down man-made materials such as plastics.So,it is due to the property of decomposer organisms of being specific in their action that some waste materials are biodegradable whereas others are non-biodegradable.
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END OF PRESENTATION
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