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            H A A.H.N.A. N E I G H B O R H O O D N E W S & V I E W S Newsletter of the ArliNgtoN heights Neighborhood AssociAtioN • www.ArliNgtoNheightsNA.com ARLINGTON HEIGHTS JULY - AUGUST 2012 FIREFIGHTERS HOST AHNA JULY SOCIAL by Christina Patoski Soon after the landmark brick building at the intersection of Crestline Rd. and Tulsa Way showed up on Historic Fort Worth’s Most Endangered Places list in 2009, the Fort Worth Professional Firefighters Association purchased it for their new headquarters. The firefighters had been looking for more than a year for a new place to call home. With 870 active firefighters in their membership, they were busting at the seams in their building at 417 N. Retta St. in the Riverside neighborhood. “It was quite a step up from what we had,” according to Battalion Chief J. R. Sullivan who is the Secretary/Treasurer of Local 440 of the International Association of Fire Fighters. “We’re happy to be in a nice neighborhood in the Cultural District and be so close to downtown.” While the firefighters were in the process of buying their new building, they learned about its historical significance from the staff of the Fort Worth Medical Society which built it in 1953. The building predates all of the nearby Cultural District museums and was designed for the Medical Society when they outgrew their downtown offices in the Medical Arts Building (demolished in 1973). Amon G. Carter, publisher of the Fort Worth Star Telegram and local philanthropist, committed, through his Carter Foundation, $150,000 to the Medical Society for the new building, and an additional $17,500 for the purchase of the triangular-shaped lot at Crestline and Tulsa Way. Acclaimed Fort Worth architect Joseph R. Pelich designed the pink Roman brick building and trimmed it in stone. Pelich was the go-to architect for many of the city’s most prominent residences and commercial buildings, including the now demolished 1936 Casa Manana theater, featuring a spectacular revolving stage over a lagoon, and TCU’s Robert Carr Chapel and Daniel Meyer Coliseum, to name just a very few. Pelich’s building in Arlington Heights was designed to house the Medical Society as well as the Academy of Medicine whose mandate was to improve the health and welfare of the public at large through educational programming and community meetings. Pelich included offices, a library fashioned after the world-renowned rare book room of the New York Academy of Medicine, and a fan-shaped auditorium with seating for 500 people in his design. A commercial kitchen was built next to the auditorium which conveniently converted into a dining room for 250 people. When the first meeting in the new building was held in January 1953, Paul Whiteman, the internationally famous American band leader, attended to see his brother-in-law, Dr. William M. Crawford, installed as the President of the Academy. Whiteman, whose orchestra spent the summer of 1936 headlining at Casa Manana during the Fort Worth Centennial Exposition, donated the flagpole that still stands near the point of the triangle at Tulsa Way and Crestline. In 1977, a small addition, Carter Hall, was built on the west side of the building. Otherwise, the building is pretty close to how it was originally designed. By 2005, membership in the Tarrant County Medical Society, as it was now called, had swelled to 3,000 physicians throughout the county. It was becoming increasingly difficult to comfortably serve the membership in the 60-year old building. But, it was a perfect fit for the firefighters. “It worked out for what we needed,” admits Battalion Chief Sullivan. “It’s got a good layout with the big meeting room and the offices. We didn’t have to do much to make it work for us.” Fort Worth Professional Firefighters are opening their building to AHNA for a special Summer Social on Monday July 16 at 6:30 p.m. The regular AHNA meeting scheduled for Monday July 16 at Arlington Heights United Methodist Church has officially been moved to the firefighters’ building at 3655 Tulsa Way at Crestline Rd. This event is BYOB and snacks, so come ready to party. (Continued on Page 11) 
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 F I R E F I G H T E R S H O S T A H N A J U LY S O C I A L b y C h r i s t i n a P a t o s k i
 Soon after the landmark brick building at the intersection of Crestline Rd. and Tulsa Way showed up on Historic Fort Worth’s Most Endangered Places list in 2009, the Fort Worth Professional Firefighters Association purchased it for their new headquarters. The firefighters had been looking for more than a year for a new place to call home. With 870 active firefighters in their membership, they were busting at the seams in their building at 417 N. Retta St. in the Riverside neighborhood.
 “It was quite a step up from what we had,” according to Battalion Chief J. R. Sullivan who is the Secretary/Treasurer of Local 440 of the International Association of Fire Fighters. “We’re happy to be in a nice neighborhood in the Cultural District and be so close to downtown.”
 While the firefighters were in the process of buying their new building, they learned about its historical significance from the staff of the Fort Worth Medical Society which built it in 1953. The building predates all of the nearby Cultural District museums and was designed for the Medical Society when they outgrew their downtown offices in the Medical Arts Building (demolished in 1973). Amon G. Carter, publisher of the Fort Worth Star Telegram and local philanthropist, committed, through his Carter Foundation, $150,000 to the Medical Society for the new building, and an additional $17,500 for the purchase of the triangular-shaped lot at Crestline and Tulsa Way.
 Acclaimed Fort Worth architect Joseph R. Pelich designed the pink Roman brick building and trimmed it in stone. Pelich was the go-to architect for many of the city’s most prominent residences and commercial buildings, including the now demolished 1936 Casa Manana theater, featuring a spectacular revolving stage over a lagoon, and TCU’s Robert Carr Chapel and Daniel Meyer Coliseum, to name just a very few.
 Pelich’s building in Arlington Heights was designed to house the Medical Society as well as the Academy of Medicine whose mandate was to improve the health and welfare of the public at large through educational programming and community meetings. Pelich included offices, a library fashioned after the world-renowned rare book room of the New York Academy of Medicine, and a fan-shaped auditorium with
 seating for 500 people in his design. A commercial kitchen was built next to the auditorium which conveniently converted into a dining room for 250 people.
 When the first meeting in the new building was held in January 1953, Paul Whiteman, the internationally famous American band leader, attended to see his brother-in-law, Dr. William M. Crawford, installed as the President of the Academy. Whiteman, whose orchestra spent the summer of 1936 headlining at Casa Manana during the Fort Worth Centennial Exposition, donated the flagpole that still stands near the point of the triangle at Tulsa Way and Crestline.
 In 1977, a small addition, Carter Hall, was built on the west side of the building. Otherwise, the building is pretty close to how it was originally designed.
 By 2005, membership in the Tarrant County Medical Society, as it was now called, had swelled to 3,000 physicians throughout the county. It was becoming increasingly difficult to comfortably serve the membership in the 60-year old building. But, it was a perfect fit for the firefighters. “It worked out for what we needed,” admits Battalion Chief Sullivan. “It’s got a good layout with the big meeting room and the offices. We didn’t have to do much to make it work for us.”
 Fort Worth Professional Firefighters are opening their building to AHNA for a special Summer Social on Monday July 16 at 6:30 p.m. The regular AHNA meeting scheduled for Monday July 16 at Arlington Heights United Methodist Church has officially been moved to the firefighters’ building at 3655 Tulsa Way at Crestline Rd. This event is BYOB and snacks, so come ready to party.
 (Continued on Page 11)
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 A .H.N. A .
 AHNA ExEcutivE BoArd
 President Christina Patoski
 [email protected] 817-738-0330
 vice President Kelly Jo Nial
 [email protected] 817-798-0349
 secretary Pat McCready
 [email protected]
 treasurer Renee Tidwell
 [email protected]
 directors at large Dave Marshall
 [email protected]
 John [email protected]
 817-732-8691
 Jason Sabotin [email protected]
 817-874-4726
 Sergio Yanes [email protected]
 817-343-1018
 AHNA committEEs
 Zoning/Board of Adjustment Richard Chowning
 [email protected]
 Neighborhood Animal concerns Kelly Jo Nial
 [email protected]
 citizens on Patrol Jan Bourne
 [email protected]
 yard of the month Carol Berry
 [email protected]
 New Neighbor Welcome BagsCourtney Holt
 [email protected]
 Please send all correspondence to: Po Box 470692
 Fort Worth, texas 76147
 AdvErtisiNg rAtEscurrent circulation is 400 households bi-monthly
 Business card: $25 1/4 Page: $50
 1/2 Page: $100 Full Page: $200
 Call 817-738-0330 or email [email protected]
 Neighborhood Patrol officer
 Brad denson
 817-988-0136
 [email protected]
 Fort Worth Police
 non-emergency
 number
 817-335-4222
 Fort Worth city councilman
 dennis shingleton
 817-392-8807
 [email protected]
 code compliance officer
 rosalind calton
 817-944-1796
 [email protected]
 LETTER FROm THE PRESIdENTby Christina Patoski
 Last summer’s historic heat inspired me and many of my nearby neighbors to re-think our yards. Several neighbors replaced their St. Augustine grass with new hybrid grasses designed to better survive drought. A couple other neighbors ripped out their lawns altogether and converted their front yards into solid xeriscape gardens which are starting to take shape with the July heat.
 This spring, I decided it was time to overhaul my front yard beds that had overgrown with twenty years growth of monkey grass and abelia that was shrouding all the windows. Whacking the abelia down to stubs was a little scary, but they survived and are the better for it.
 My neighbor Joel walked by when I was digging up the monkey grass and asked if he could trade for some of the extras to put in his impossibly shady backyard. We had traded plants in the past and I had more monkey grass than I knew what to do with. So, he helped me by digging out what he needed and gave me two baby agaves from his yard. At the same time, my neighbors Laura and Bob decided to put in a swimming pool and invited me to dig out whatever plants I wanted from their backyard. Joel got in the deal, too. And so did his brother-in-law who scored a beautiful full-grown maple that no one else had the energy to dig out.
 It turned out I didn’t have room for all the new plants, so I donated some of them to the garden at Thomas Place Community Center where Andrea has been planting up a storm and involving the day campers there. Several years ago, I planted some of my extra plants at the center. It delights me to see my 4 o’clocks and purple hearts come back to life there every spring.
 It’s amazing how plants can connect us all up. When I started looking at the potted plants in my backyard, I realized how many of them were gifts from neighbors who have since passed on. There’s the rose shrub Jene gave me when my mom died, the ferns, sedum and elephant ears I harvested from Jene’s yard when she died, the prolific miniature aloes Brice gave me before he died. My next door neighbor Lloyd was a great gardener and he passed along some exquisite irises and blue plumbago before he died. These friends might be gone, but they’re still in my life through the plants they shared with me. This is community at its deepest.
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 The boundaries ofArlington Heights Neighborhood Association
 are the triangle ofCamp Bowie Boulevard on the north
 Montgomery Street on the eastand Interstate Highway 30
 on the south and west.
 Become a memberreceive your newsletter six times a year!
 Please check: M New member M renewing member
 M Household $15 M senior $10 M Business $25
 Name ________________________________________________
 Address ______________________________________________
 Phone ________________________________________________
 E-mail ________________________________________________
 What are your concerns/interests? ____________________
 Would you like to join a committee? __________________
 Please mail annual dues ($15 for household, $25 for business) to:
 AHNA, Po Box 470692, Fort Worth, tx 76147-0692
 AHNA meeting schedulemonday July 16, 2012
 (sPEciAl summEr sociAl at 3655 tulsA WAy)
 monday August 20, 2012 monday september 17, 2012
 6:30pm-7:30pm Every 3rd Monday
 Arlington Heights united methodist church 4200 camp Bowie Blvd. (enter on Hillcrest)
 A .H .N. A .
 AHNA FiNANciAl rEPort
 BAlANcE As oF 1/1/12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,677.99
 uNrEstrictEd doNAtioNsAdvertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 Business memberships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50.00 individual memberships . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,315.00 Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .200.00 interest income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.93 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 totAl uNrEstrictEd doNAtioNs . . . . $3,569.93
 rEstrictEd doNAtioNsFeral cats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$255.00------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 totAl rEstrictEd doNAtioNs . . . . . . . $3,824.93
 totAl doNAtioNs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,682.83
 uNrEstrictEd ExPENditurEs Newsletter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,136.50league of Neighborhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.00Neighborhoods usA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65.00office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87.43Postage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .182.09yard of the month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175.00Zoning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.51meeting expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.78------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 totAl uNrEstrictEd ExPENditurEs . . $1,719,31
 rEstrictEd ExPENditurEsFeral cats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .132.67------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 totAl rEstrictEd ExPENditurEs . . . . . . .$132.67
 totAl ExPENditurEs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,851.98
 rEstrictEd cAsH BAlANcE 4/30/12Feral cats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .319.30Western Avenue Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,644.59------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 totAl rEstrictEd cAsH BAlANcE As oF 6/30/12 . . . . . . . . $4,963.89
 uNrEstrictEd cAsH BAlANcE As oF 6/30/12 . . . . . . . . . . . $3,688.79
 totAl cAsH BAlANcE As oF 6/30/12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,652.68
 The location of the regularly scheduled AHNA membership on Monday July 16 will be moved to the Fort Worth Professional Firefighters Hall at 3655 Tulsa Way.
 It is the AHNA Summer Social and is open to everyone. Please bring beverages of your choice (beer, wine or otherwise) and a snack to share. We’ll start at 6:30 p.m. with a brief Crime Report from Neighborhood Patrol Officer Brad Denson, followed by quick refresher on current CPR techniques used by Fort Worth firefighters presented by firefighter Gina Bellagante. Then, it’s time to explore the historic building profiled on the cover of this newsletter and visit with neighbors in a relaxed and festive atmosphere.
 JULY mEETING mOVEd TO FIREFIGHTERS HALL
 NATIONAL ARCHIVES AT AUGUST mEETINGTucked away on the ground floor of Montgomery Plaza lies one of Fort Worth’s best kept secrets. The National Archives Southwest Region opened a research facility there in 2011 which is open to the public. Even better, it’s free. Unlike most research facilities, the atmosphere is relaxed and user-friendly--you’re even allowed to bring in your own beverages! (But, no food.)
 It’s fascinating what you can discover there on one of the public access computers. Most of the information is on microfilm and ranges from slave records to Cherokee Nation tax rolls to Ellis Island passenger lists. And there are volunteers to help guide you through your quest.
 Aaron Holt, Archives Technician at the Montgomery Plaza archives will tell us more about this local treasure when he is the guest speaker at the AHNA membership meeting on Monday August 20 at 6:30 p.m. at Arlington Heights United Methodist Church, 4200 Camp Bowie Blvd.
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 SENIORS TOILETRY dRIVEAmerica’s seniors will soon grow to 20.3% of the population, according to the Tarrant County Agency on Aging. Local non-profit organizations have identified one of the important needs of this population segment are personal hygiene items. The Fort Worth Police Department recently challenged the Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) of Fort Worth to a competition that will help aging citizens receive free personal hygiene products. Through July 23, citizens can participate by donating items to the police department or to a business that’s a member of BOMA Fort Worth. The donated items will then be distributed to various local non-profits who serve these populations.
 Bring your donations to the next AHNA membership meeting on Monday July 16 at 6:30 p.m. Remember that the meeting has been moved to the Fort Worth Professional Firefighters Association at 3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline Rd. for this one time only. You can also drop donations off anytime at donation boxes at City Hall at 1000 Throckmorton, Police Headquarters at 350 W. Belknap St., or at Police and Fire Training Academy at 1000 Calvert St. Several police sectors will also have donation boxes. On July 16th from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. you can drop off donations at the Woodshed Smokehouse at 3201 Riverfront Dr. and receive a discount on select beers.
 Here’s what is needed: toilet paper, toothpaste, baby wipes, razors, soap, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, cleansers, deodorant, q-tips, and shaving cream. Travel size containers are acceptable. Call 817-392-3610 if you have questions.
 “Arlington Heights Neighborhood News and Views”, the newsletter of Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association, received a Silver Award from Neighborhoods, USA, a national non-profit organization of neighborhood associations, at their national conference in Indianapolis this past May. Newsletters from neighborhoods throughout the United States were evaluated individually and awarded points based on criteria that included layout, consistency, content, relevance and overall appearance.
 The competition required a submission of two consecutive newsletters from 2011, so AHNA entered the July/August and September/October 2011 issues which were edited by Makenzie Carpenter and designed by John E. Ingram. Way to go, Makenzie and John!
 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEWSLETTER WINS NATIONAL AWARd
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 CRImE REPORTThe incidence of property crimes generally increases during the summer months, but the June crime figures in our neighborhood show just the opposite. “There were only two burglaries of homes, with the last one occurring June 8,” according to Neighborhood Patrol Officer Brad Denson. “Things have slowed down big time.”
 Six car burglaries were reported in June; four of them were during the day in front of Camp Bowie businesses and all involved people leaving items, like iPads, inside their cars. In May, two cars were burglarized in front of South Hi Mount Elementary when moms went inside to pick up their children. Officer Denson emphasizes “don’t leave anything in your car, even for ‘just a minute’.”
 On the evening of July 3, a black male knocked on the door of a house in the 4200 block of Calmont and asked for gasoline money. While the victim was distracted, the man stole an iPhone. Officer Denson reminds us to not open the door to people you do not know.
 Two arrests for panhandling/begging have been made at the corner of Hulen and the I-30 access road. Officer Denson says that as long as motorists continue to give money to the panhandlers, they will continue to panhandle there.
 Since the last newsletter the local news media has featured two tragic crimes that have involved Arlington Heights. The fatal truck/van collision on Hulen and Calmont Ave. that occurred over Memorial Day weekend was straight out of a hard-boiled crime novel. The Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association website (arlingtonheightsna.com) has links to the story as it unfolded on local television and newspapers.
 A second disturbing incident involves a homicide that allegedly occurred in the garage of a house in the 3900 block of Birchman on May 25. Even though neighbors did not report hearing any gunfire, Walter “James” Anders is believed to have been shot there that day by George Thurston who was living there with his girlfriend. Anders’ body was
 Neighborhood Patrol Officer Brad Denson stopped by Thomas Place Community Center to chat with karate students (left to right) Ulises Ramirez, Uriel Ramirez, Alondra Ramirez, Grace Salvaggio, and Alexa Lopez. Check out the Thomas Place Children’s Garden that’s literally exploding with plants (at right in photo).
 discovered on May 30 in a wooded area near Windsor Place and Eighth Avenue. Thurston was arrested on June 20 and charged with murder. He is currently in Tarrant County jail with bail set at $250,000.
 Officer Denson believes both of these are “isolated incidents” and are not cause for alarm. Further, Officer Denson does not attribute any of the recent neighborhood home or car burglaries to Mr. Thurston or Mr. Anders. Keep up with this developing story at arlingtonheightsna.com.
 To receive via email the official daily Arlington Heights crime report, send your email address to Officer Denson at [email protected]. He will email you the reports in addition to the reports that you might already be receiving from Officer Ken Jacobs.
 If you’re interested in the Arlington Heights neighborhood volunteer crime watch group, please contact Jan Bourne, Captain of the Citizens on Patrol, at [email protected] or call 817-737-6019.

Page 6
                        

6 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS July - August 2012 www.arlingtonheightsna.com
 Follow us @BRIT_org Facebook.com/BRITorg
 Construct a 55-gallon rain barrel to take home, and
 learn how to install an efficient irrigation system from
 Dr. Dotty Woodson, water resource program specialist
 at the Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center.
 July 28 | 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
 August 25 | 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
 Cost: $67.50 per member | $75 per non-member
 Every drop Counts.How to Make a Rain BarrelSaturday Classes at BRIT®
 Register online at BRIT.org or by contacting Tammie Crole at [email protected]
 We all want to see hummingbirds at our feeders. If you do not have hummers, try creating some commotion by placing two or more feeders about ten feet apart from each other. A little friendly competition never hurts to draw them out! There have been two males at my feeder this week, and it had been several weeks since I had seen any.
 Also, make sure that your feeders are in the shade, especially during the afternoon and evening when temperatures peak. Also, limit the fluid in the feeder. If there is a hungry hummer, it will hang around until you get the message and put out more food.
 Hummers also love water. They have a knack for finding drippers in birdbaths or even flying through misters that you may have on your porch or patio. One of the hottest things recently highlighted at birdsandblooms.com is a do-it-yourself hummingbird misting trough. It includes construction details.
 Most hummers that nest in North America will soon be preparing for their journey to tropical habitats. Regions with icy winters cannot support birds that require nectar and flying insects as their food source. The southernmost parts of Texas, Mississippi, Alabama and parts of Louisiana are now the winter home to some hummers that normally migrate further south. This is due to milder winters and wiser planning
 HOW TO ATTRACT HUmmINGBIRdS TO YOUR YARd ANd OTHER INTERESTING INFORmATION
 by humans in planting and maintaining year round gardens that provide food and shelter sources during the winter.
 Hummers can tolerate cold from a few hours to a couple of days as long as there is sufficient food available. Opinions vary, but most experts agree that hummingbirds increase their body weight and fat stores by 50% or more in preparation for migratory flight.
 These birds can adapt to temporary energy shortages by lowering their body temperatures and metabolic functions. This allows them to enter a trancelike state called torpor in which they appear to be dead. As the torpor deepens, the hummer will cling to whatever it can and literally go limp. But, its grip will hold and the bird will right itself when the body temperature returns to normal, usually within about thirty minutes.
 In the world of North American hummers, the Rufous and Ruby-throateds have very long annual treks to their wintering grounds. Ruby-throateds cross 500 to 600 miles of open water of the Gulf of Mexico during migration. Rufous, which migrate from the West Coast, do not have to navigate such large bodies of water, but some banded birds have been recorded traveling as far as 2,000 miles between breeding and wintering ranges. Rufous and Anna’s hummingbirds have also developed the unique behavior of migrating and overwintering
 Creative Minds for Hirethelaborshed.com
 by Kakkie Cunningham
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 eastward in the U.S. instead of pushing southward into Mexico or Central America. Most head toward the Gulf states where winters are milder and habitats flourish.
 The final migration spectacle begins along the Gulf of Mexico in the early fall. Tens to even hundreds of thousands of Ruby-throateds stack up along the coast. After beefing up, some cross the Gulf of Mexico, while some hug the coast around the Gulf toward Mexico which is where this species most commonly overwinters. It is clear that when it is time for the spring migration, the majority of the birds make the mad dash across the Gulf headed toward northern breeding grounds.
 There are a couple of interesting untruths that exist regarding migration. The first is that hummers hitch rides on the backs of migrating geese. The drastic difference in the dependence of specific ecosystems for each species makes this highly unlikely.
 Another common myth is that if you leave feeders up, hummingbirds will not migrate since they have found an easy food source. Their natural migration patterns are timed to coincide with the peak of flowering native plants that produce the nectar they need to fuel their journey. Hummers are instinctively driven by their internal clocks which are regulated by the length of the day. It will not hurt to leave your feeders up past September to help any stragglers put on the extra fat they need. When they need to leave, they will and if necessary, they can make up time with their ability to find and ride advantageous wind currents.
 Create your own backyard hummer jam up by hanging multiple feeders in the shade or build a stack of them. (Photo by Kakkie Cunningham)
 (Continued on Page 11)
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 When Lorain Chester moved into her bungalow at 4021 Bryce Ave. twenty years ago, she faced the daunting task of removing a backyard planted solid with bamboo. “It was a major task,” recalls Lorain. “My neighbor helped me till it all up and then it had to be pulled up from the roots.’ It was a hard-learned lesson about what not to plant. Today, she says her backyard looks even better than her front yard.
 That’s saying a lot, considering the AHNA Yard of the Month Committee thought so much of her front yard they awarded it June Yard of the Month. “I’ve always dabbled in plants,” explains Lorain. “I just love them--they’re my serenity, my solitutude.”
 Among the most striking features of Lorain’s front yard are the purple and green potato vines cascading over the vintage rock wall next to the sidewalk. “When my son patched the concrete on that wall, it ended up not matching the existing concrete very well, so I tried to come up with something that would take your eye away from the wall,” admits Lorain.
 She added black-eyed Susans, gerber daisies, day lillies, purple sage, vinca vine, firecracker plants and two kinds of grasses to fill out the bed. Almost everything in the yard is perennial, including the bottle brush shrubs, nandina, monkey grass and crepe myrtle. Along the side of her house she’s pruned two variegated privet into trees. She chose a Chinkapin oak tree for the front parkway.
 Two years ago, Lorain dotted the front landscape with three Japanese maple trees. “In the fall, they turn a beautiful deep orange color that accents the trim on my house,” points out Lorain whose 1927 home includes hints of Spanish detailing.
 When it’s time to go plant shopping, Lorain relies on Guardado Landscaping on Alta Mere for her 4-inch potted plants and Archie’s Gardenland for the rest of it.
 “Good soil and mulching makes a big difference, especially in our neighborhood,” explains Lorain who always uses cedar mulch. “This year I tried the red-colored cedar mulch and I like it because it brightens up the beds.” Fish emulsion and Miracle Gro are her fertilizers of choice. For the lawn she uses Scott’s twice a year.
 “I’ve planted so much over the years, I’ve run out of room!” laments Lorain who is the owner of Glamour Paws, a successful pet grooming salon, boutique, and photo studio she started in 1996.
 J U N E YA R d O F T H E m O N T H
 Cascading purple and green potato vines draw you into Lorain Chester’s inviting front yard at 4021 Bryce Ave. She received a $25 gift certificate to Archie’s Gardenland and a free AHNA membership for being named Yard of the Month.

Page 9
                        

www.arlingtonheightsna.com July - August 2012 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS 9
 J U LY YA R d O F T H E m O N T HPeople often knock on the Badgett’s front door to ask what the tall trees are that are planted along the side of their corner house at Hulen St. and Pershing Ave. “They’re blue atlas cedars,” Claude Badgett tells them. He explains he can’t claim credit for them. “I saw a house on Colonial Country Club Dr. that had planted them and I thought they were so beautiful.” Guardado Landscaping on Alta Mere sells them, according to Claude.
 When Claude and his wife Valerie moved into their home three years ago they wanted to bring their own vision to their yard. The side fence and many of the plants were replaced, including the Indian hawthorns and redbuds, but Claude left the existing nandina, crepe myrtles and monkey grass. “We added to the purple midnight sage that was already there and put in coneflowers and yellow day lilies on both sides of the front sidewalk,”
 Claude points out. He also added yellow esperanzas that bloom all summer, Black and Blue Sage, turk’s cap, maiden grass, knock out roses, and loropetalums, also known as fringe flowers. Next to the iron plants are three pots of sweet potato vine. For good luck, a single blue atlas cedar balances out the variegated privet shrubs on the other side of the front sidewalk.
 The lawn was re-sodded with Emerald Zoysia “because it’s drought resistant and can take a beating from all the foot traffic we get along Hulen,” says Claude who points out that there is a bus stop on their property.
 Claude likes to mow his own grass “because it gives me exercise and then I don’t have anyone to complain to if it’s not done right.” Claude also walks the neighborhood for exercise and finds himself picking up trash, especially along Hulen. “I wish more people in our neighborhood kept their lawns mowed,” he observes. “It helps to keep the values up for everyone.”
 Claude begins fertilizing in February with corn gluten meal. In March, June and September he broadcasts in the beds and grass dried molasses and organic fertilizer, either 9-2-2 or 6-1-4. “It puts in enzymes and microbes,” he explains. “I have lots of worms.” For the potted plants, Claude’s secret weapon is Super Thrive which he uses once a month.
 The Badgetts grew up in Burleson, raised their family there and once the kids were gone, they moved to Fort Worth where they had always wanted to be. Claude owns Applied Energy Company, L.L.C., a fluid power business in Carrollton and Valerie is the Nurse Manager of the Renal/Cardiac Unit at Cook’s Children’s Hospital.
 Claude and Valerie Badgett’s corner property at 4600 Pershing Ave. at Hulen St. was selected as the AHNA July Yard of the Month because of the interesting selection of plants and masterful mix of textures and colors.
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 THOmAS PLACE TOWER dEdICATION PARTY
 Standing next to the Thomas Place Tower sculpture are guest speakers (left to right) Fort Worth Parks and Community Services Director Richard Zavala, Parks and Community Services Advisory Board Chair Sheila Hill, Fort Worth Art Commission Chair Elva LeBlanc, City Councilman Dennis Shingleton, artist David Hickman, former City Councilman Carter Burdette and Fort Worth Art Commissioner Gregory Ibanez, FAIA. (Photo by Linda Hickman)
 AHNA Past President Dana King, holding her baby Madilyn, represented AHNA on the Artist Selection Committee. (Photo by Linda Hickman)
 Arlington Heights musicians (left to right) Joel McElhany, Charles Lew, and Kem Anderson entertained the crowd. (Photos by Linda Hickman & Karen Ferguson)
 Neighbors and city officials gathered at Thomas Place Community Center on June 2 for the formal dedication of the Thomas Place Tower outdoor sculpture by artist David Hickman. The $50,000 project was awarded by Community Public Art in Neighborhoods (CID) which is part of Fort Worth Public Art, a City of Fort Worth program managed by the Arts Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant County with oversight by the Fort Worth Art Commission. Sponsors of the dedication event included Central Market and Nothing Bundt Cakes.
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 (Firefighters - Continued from Page 1)
 Since they moved into the building in 2009, the firefighters haven’t made any big changes. “We didn’t take out any walls or anything,” explains Sullivan who says the firefighters are using the building in much the same way that it was used when the Academy of Medicine was there. “All we did was paint and clean the carpet. We made a real good move.”
 The building functions as the union meeting hall for the Fort Worth firefighters who meet there for regularly scheduled monthly meetings every second Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. The meetings are spread out over three days because firefighters work a 24-hour shift every three days, so it’s impossible to get all the members together at one time. There are no set office hours, but someone is usually at the building sometime during every day to pay bills and return phone calls.
 The firefighters do not rent out their building to the public, but occasionally they open their doors to neighborhood groups for meetings, as they will for Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association’s special Summer Social on Monday July 16 at 6:30 p.m. Neighbors are encouraged to bring beverages of their choice (including beer, wine or otherwise) and a snack to share. On the agenda will be the monthly crime report from Neighborhood Patrol Officer Brad Denson, followed by an abbreviated presentation by the firefighters on the newest trends in CPR.
 Then, it’s time to pop a cork or twist a cap and take a tour of the historic building. This special event is open to anyone who is interested in attending. The firefighters’ hall is located at 3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline Rd., a few blocks to the east of Arlington Heights United Methodist Church where AHNA regularly meets.
 As always, I just have to share a story. A couple of weeks ago while at the Possum Kingdom cabin, I noticed a small hummer checking out one of the feeders. My first thought was that it was physically impaired. Then, other hummers flitted about and suddenly it became clear that this was a recent fledgling.
 It was small and dull colored, but very energetic, although obviously lacking in coordination. Eventually, it decided to mimic the adults and land on the feeder. Although successful in the attempt, it could not turn its wings off. The poor baby clung to the feeder for dear life while continuing to attempt to control the furiously beating wings! Then, it let go and tried to flit and bob like some of the other hummers. The problem was that it lacked the coordination to hit the feeder hole.
 This went on for several minutes, with me attempting to control my giggles and the other hummers trying to show encouragement with hummer verbalization. Finally, the fledgling chirped a couple of times and took off. Flight at full speed was one maneuver it had mastered.
 Sources: Hummingbirds of Texas by Shackelford, Lindsay, and Klym Hummingbird Book by Donald and Lillian Stokes Birds and Blooms magazine and website And some personal observations by yours truly!
 (Hummingbirds - Continued from Page 7)
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 2412 Forest Park Blvd.Fort Worth, TX 76110 • 817.923.9828
 www. glamourpawsonline.com
 Glamour Paws offers a full line of natural petproducts including Innova, California Natural
 dog and cat food, Espree Shampoo, Zukes Treats,Mother Hubbard Treats and Greenies.
 We also have a wide variety of clothing andjewelry for pets, collars, leashes, carriers and
 gift items for the distinguished buyer.
 Best Pet Pampering
 Glamour Paws
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