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Age of PharaohsAge of Pharaohs
 Brief history of the Ancient Brief history of the Ancient Egyptian DynastiesEgyptian Dynasties
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Horus NarmerHorus Narmer
 • King of Upper Egypt• Unified Upper and
 Lower Egypt around 3100 BCE, possibly through conquest.
 • Founder of the First dynasty.
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Dynasties 1 and 2 Dynasties 1 and 2
 • Aha succeeded Narmer and moved the capital to Memphis.
 • Den fought against tribes from the Near East.
 • First mastaba tombs at Saqqara – 2nd dynasty.
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Third DynastyThird Dynasty
 • Djoser had the first pyramid build for him – the step pyramid.
 • Imhotep was the chief architect of the project
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Fourth DynastyFourth Dynasty
 • Age of Pyramids• Sneferu built the Bent
 pyramid, a step pyramid and the Red Pyramid. He fought in Nubia and Sinai and traded with Byblos.
 • Khufu built the largest pyramid at Giza – 146 m high.
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KhafraKhafra
 • Built the second largest pyramid after his father’s.
 • Built the Sphinx• With his brother
 Djedefra are first to use “son of Ra” as part of their name.
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Fifth DynastyFifth Dynasty
 • Unas was the last ruler of the 5th dynasty and the only one to finish his pyramid – the smallest pyramid of the Old Kingdom, but the first one with burial texts in the mummy chamber.
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Sixth DynastySixth Dynasty
 • Pepi II was the last important king of the Old Kingdom. He ruled for 66 years and maintained stability. He expanded trade with foreign countries. He outlived all his heirs and after his death there was a civil war and instability for about 100 years. The 7th and 8th dynasties ruled from Memphis, the 9th and 10th - from Herakleopolis, and the 11th – from Thebes.
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Middle KingdomMiddle Kingdom
 • Mentuhotep II of the 11th dynasty unified Egypt again, but continued to rule from Thebes.
 • Revival of art, crafts.• Elaborate burial site.• Menuhotep II and IV
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Early 12Early 12thth Dynasty Dynasty
 • Amenemhat I was the founder. Moved the capital back to Memphis and built a pyramid.
 • Senusret I also built a pyramid and fought in Libya and Nubia, expanding the borders
 • He built the first obelisk in Heliopolis and many temples.
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Late 12Late 12thth Dynasty Dynasty
 • Senusret III reformed administration and centralized power. He fought four times in Nubia and once in Palestine, expanding the borders further.
 • Amenemhat III ruled in peace and built the last pyramid and the Labyrinth.
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1313thth and 14 and 14thth Dynasties Dynasties
 • Weak rulers, short lived.
 • Lost Nubia, Kush, Palestine and Sinai.
 • Economy and culture declined.
 • Conquered by the Hyksos kings in 1650 BCE.
 • Small area around Thebes remained independent.
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The HyksosThe Hyksos
 • Invaders from the North, originally from Canaan. Used horses with chariots in battle and bronze weapons.
 • 16th and 17th dynasties ruled Thebes at the same time.
 • King Taa died in battle with the Hyksos, his son Kamose reclaimed Middle Egypt
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New KingdomNew Kingdom
 • Ahmose I, son of Taa founded the 18th dynasty and expelled the Hyksos from Egypt.
 • Nefertari ruled as regent to her son Amenhotep I. She was worshiped as a goddess.
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Amenhotep IAmenhotep I
 • He fought in both Nubia and the Near East.
 • Promoted the cult of Amun-Ra, merging the god of Thebes with Ra.
 • Thutmose I reached Euphrates river in Mesopotamia and the 4th cataract of the Nile river in Nubia. First buried in the Valley of the Kings.
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HatshepsutHatshepsut
 • Wife of Thutmose II and mother of Thutmose III she effectively ruled during the whole time. Presented herself as a man in immages.
 • Her son erased most serekhs with her name. He fought in Syria and Mesopotamia with great success.
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Still 18Still 18thth dynasty dynasty
 • Amenhotep II led 3 campaigns in Syria.
 • Thutmose IV crushed a rebellion in Nubia.
 • Amenhotep III – Golden age of Egypt. Huge temples and statues were built.
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Akhenaton and NefertitiAkhenaton and Nefertiti
 • Introduced first monotheistic religion and banned all other gods. Angered the priests, who lost power.
 • Built a new city caled Akhetaton with a new temple of Aton.
 • First pharaoh to portray himself as a mortal.
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King Tut (Tutankhamen)King Tut (Tutankhamen)
 • Famous for his elaborate tomb, child king, youngest son of Akhenaton. His regents Ay and Horemheb converted Egypt back to polytheistic religion and ruled as pharaohs after him.
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1919thth Dynasty Dynasty
 • Sety I re-conquered Syria and Libya.
 • Ramesses II ruled for 67 years and had 200 children. He defeated the Hittites in the Near East. He built the largest temples with the biggest statues in Egyptian history.
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2020thth Dynasty Dynasty
 • Ramesses III was the last important king of Egypt. He defeated Libya twce and repelled the Sea People, who came from the Mediterranean sea.
 • 8 more kings named ruled, but the country weakened.
 • The high priests of Thebes took power over Upper Egypt.
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Third Intermediate and Late periodsThird Intermediate and Late periods
 • The kings ruled from Tanis in the Nile delta. 21 dynasty were Egyptians, but the 22 dynasty were Libyans. 25th dynasty were kings of Kush, who conquered most of Egypt. 26 dynasty were Assyrians. 27 dynasty were Persian kings. 28 dynasty had 1 king only – Amyrtaios, who restored Egyptian rule. 30 dynasty had the last native pharaoh – Nectanebo II, who lost the war with Persia and fled the country. Persian rule was ended by Alexander the Great in 332 BCE.
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