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In The Name Of Allah Most Gracious Most MercifulAssalaamu alaykum wa rahmatuallahi wa barakatuhu
  
 73 Sects In Islam
 The Ummah will split up into seventy-three sectsModel Behavior of the Prophet (Kitab Al-Sunnah) Dawud :: Book 40 : Hadith 4579 Narrated Abu Hurayrah: The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him) said: The Jews were split up into seventy-one or seventy-two sects; and the Christians were split up into seventy one or seventy-two sects; and my community will be split up into seventy-three sects.
 Reported by Awf ibn Malik Al Ashja'l:The Prophet said, "How will you be O Awf when this nation is divided into 73 sects. One sect will be in Paradise and the rest in Hell." I asked: "When will this be O Messenger of Allah?" He answered, saying: "When the police increase and slave girls take authority, and when the lambs (weak authorities) sit on the pulpit, and when the Qu'ran is used as flutes and mosques decorated and the spoils of war manipulated, and the obligatory charity becomes an excessive debt, and trust is taken like spoils of war, and religious study is not for the Sake of Allah and when husbands obey their wives, and disobeys his mother, and banishes his father, and the last of this nation curses the beginning of it, and when the tribe is mastered by a deviator, and the leader of the nation is the worst of them and a man is treated generously to avoid his evil. Upon that day it will happen and men will run to Syria to the City of Damascus, which is one of the best cities in Syria that protects them from their enemy ... " I asked: "Will Syria be opened?" He answered: "Yes, soon then after its opening the trials will start and a dark and dusty trial will come. Trials will follow one another until a man from the Family of my House called the Mahdi comes. If you reach him, follow him and be among those who are guided."(At-Tabarani) 
 All will go to hell except the one to which my companions belong Al-Tirmidhi HadithHadith 171 Narrated byAbdullah ibn AmrAllah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: There will befall my Ummah exactly (all those) evils which befell the people of Isra'il, so much so that if there was one amongst them who openly committed fornication with his mother there will be among my Ummah one who will do that, and if the people of Isra'il were fragmented into seventy-two sects my Ummah will be fragmented into seventy-three sects. All of them will be in Hell Fire except one sect. They (the Companions) said: Allah's Messenger,
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which is that? Whereupon he said: It is one to which I and my companions belong.Transmitted by Tirmidhi.
 Deviants will be guided by desire‘The People of the Two Scriptures divided into seventy-two sects. This Ummah will divide into seventy-three sects, all in the Fire except one, that is, the Jama`ah. Some of my Ummah will be guided by desire, like one who is infected by rabies; no vein or joint will be saved from these desires.’’”
 This hadith was also narrated by Abu Dawood (2/503), Ahmad (4/102) and al-Haakim (1/128) among others, with similar wording but with the following addition;
 Large Community [Jama`ah]Will Go To Jannah : . الله رسول يا قيل النار في وسبعون ثنتان
 : الجماعة قال هم؟  من
 “Seventy two in hell fire and one in the Jannah: that is the 'Jama`ah.'”
 The hadith mentions the word “Firqah”; this word is a lafz mushtaraq, or homonym. It is a word, which has many meanings. Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala) mentions this word in different contexts in the Quran;
 ر ن ف ل و%ال ف ة& ك آف' وا% ر* ل+ي نف+ ن*ون ؤ%م+ ال%م* ك ان ا و م الد-ين+ ف+ي وا% ه* ق' ل-ي ت ف ة1 ط آئ+ف م% ن%ه* م- ة4 ق ر% ف+ ك*ل- م+ن
 م% ل ع ل'ه* م% +ل ي%ه+ إ % ع*وا ج ر إ+ذ ا م% ه* و%م ق وا% ل+ي*نذ+ر* و ون ذ ر* ي ح%
 9:122 Nor should the believers all go forth together: if a contingent from every expedition remained behind they could devote themselves to studies in religion and admonish the people when they return to them that thus they (may learn) to guard themselves (against evil). 
 Here, the word firqah is used to mean group or expedition.
 Pronounced Takfir/Labelling unbeliever2:113 The Jews say: "The Christians have naught (to stand) upon"; and the Christians say: "The Jews have naught (to stand) upon." Yet
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they (profess to) study the (same) Book. Like unto their word is what those say who know not but Allah will judge between them in their quarrel on the Day of Judgment.
 *Note:Jews Pronunced Takfir on Christians because they believed in Isa alai salaa /Jesus and Christians pronounced Takfir because Jews did not believed in Isa alai salaam/Jesus.
 Now Lets Analyse How Jews And Christians Divided2:253 Those apostles We endowed with gifts some above others: to one of them Allah spoke; others He raised to degrees (of honor); to Jesus the son of Mary We gave clear (Signs) and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit. If Allah had so willed succeeding generations would not have fought among each other after clear (Signs) had come to them but they (chose) to wrangle some believes and others rejecting. If Allah had so willed they would not have fought each other; but Allah fulfilleth His plan. 
 3:19 The Religion before Allah is Islam (submission to His will): nor did the people of the Book dissent there from except through envy of each other after knowledge had come to them. But if any deny the Signs of Allah, Allah is swift in calling to account.
 Deviance Of Jews3:78. And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book with their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but it is not from the Book, and they say: "This is from Allâh," but it is not from Allâh; and they speak a lie against Allâh while they know it. *Note: Here again the word firqah is used, but in this context, it is something that is condemned, for the action they carried out was distorting the revelation. So the context will indicate what the meaning is of the word being used.
 4:160. For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful to them certain good foods which has been lawful to them, and for their hindering many from Allâh's Way; 9:30 The Jews call Uzair a son of Allah and the Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouths; (in this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded away from the truth!*Note:They called Uzair son of Allah
 2:87 We gave Moses the Book and followed him up with a succession of Apostles; We gave Jesus the son of Mary clear (Signs) and strengthened him with the holy spirit. Is it that whenever there comes to you an Apostle with what ye yourselves
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desire not ye are puffed up with pride? Some ye called impostors and others ye slay!*Note: Jews rejected Isa alai salaam /JESUS
 5:13 But because of their breach of their Covenant We cursed them and made their hearts grow hard: they change the words from their (right) places and forget a good part of the Message that was sent them nor wilt thou cease to find them barring a few ever bent on (new) deceits: but forgive them and overlook (their misdeeds): for Allah loveth those who are kind. *Note; They forgot good part of the book 
 Deviance Of Christians
 5:14 From those too who call themselves Christians We did take a Covenant but they forgot a good part of the Message that was sent them: so We estranged them with enmity and hatred between the one and the other to the Day of Judgment. And soon will Allah show them what it is they have done. *Note:They forgot good part of the message
 4:171 O people of the Book! commit no excesses in your religion: nor say of Allah aught but truth. Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) an Apostle of Allah and His Word which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit proceeding from Him: so believe in Allah and His Apostles. Say not "Trinity": desist: it will be better for you: for Allah is One Allah: glory be to him: (for Exalted is He) above having a son. To Him belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a Disposer of affairs.*Note:They believed in Trinity
 5:72 They do blaspheme who say: "Allah is Christ the son of Mary." But said Christ: "O children of Israel! worship Allah my Lord and your Lord." Whoever joins other gods with Allah Allah will forbid him the garden and the Fire will be his abode. There will for the wrong-doers be no one to help. 73 They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no god except One Allah. If they desist not from their word (of blasphemy) verily a grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers among them.*Note:They believed Allah is christ the son of Mary
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9:31 They take their priests and their anchorites to be their lords in derogation of Allah and (they take as their Lord) Christ the son of Mary; Yet they were commanded to worship but one Allah: there is no god but He. Praise and glory to him: (far is He) from having the parents they associate (with him). *Note:They invented priesthood
 57:27 Then in their wake We followed them up with (others of) Our apostles: We sent after them Jesus the son of Mary and bestowed on him the Gospel; and We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him Compassion and Mercy. But the monasticism which they invented for themselves We did not prescribe for them: (We commanded) only the seeking for the Good pleasure of Allah; but that they did not foster as they should have done. Yet We bestowed on those among them who believed their (due) reward but many of them are rebellious transgressors.*Note:They invented monasticism
  
 Solution for Apostacy
 Division Due To Apostacy Was Death Even In Musa alai salaa's time,its the same in Present times.For ex Qadianis,Submitters,Nation of Islam will be killed in Islamic state.
 20:85 (Allah) said: "We have tested thy people in thy absence: the Samiri has led them astray." 86 So Moses returned to his people in state of indignation and sorrow. He said: "O my people! did not your Lord make a handsome promise to you? Did then the promise seem to you long (in coming)? Or did ye desire that Wrath should descend from your Lord on you and so ye broke your promise to me?"87 They said: "We broke not the promise to thee as far as lay in our power: but we were made to carry the weight of the ornaments of the (whole) people and we threw them (into the fire) and that was what the Samiri suggested. 88 "Then he brought out (of the fire) before the (people) the image of a calf: it seemed to low: so they said: `This is your god and the god of Moses but (Moses) has forgotten!' " 89 Could they not see that it could not return them a word (for answer) and that it had no power either to harm them or to do them good?90 Aaron had already before this said to them: "O my people! ye are being tested in
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this: for verily your Lord is (Allah) Most Gracious: so follow me and obey my command." 91 They had said: "We will not abandon this cult but we will devote ourselves to it until Moses returns to us. 92 (Moses) said: " O Aaron! what kept thee back when thou sawest them going wrong93 "From following me? Didst thou then disobey my order?" 94 (Aaron) replied: "O son of my mother! seize (me not) by my beard nor by (the hair of) my head! Truly I feared lest thou shouldst say `Thou hast caused a division among the Children of Israel and thou didst not respect my word!'"
 2:54 And remember Moses said to his people: "O my people! Ye have indeed wronged yourselves by your worship of the calf so turn (in repentance) to your Maker and slay yourselves (the wrong-doers); that will be better for you in the sight of your Maker." Then He turned toward you (in forgiveness); for He is Oft-returning Most Merciful.
 Conclusion
 With respect to the hadith, Allah's Messenger (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) explains to us how the Jews were divided into seventy-one sects or firqah, and the Christians were similarly divided into seventy-two firqah. Then he (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) states that this Ummah will divide into seventy-three sects and that all but the one who follows what he (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) and his companions followed will be in hell.This does not mean being in hell just like a kafir will be in hell as long as that muslims has not fallen out of the fold of Islam.
 Upon studying the areas in which they disagreed are Two
 1  They disagreed in the fundamentals of their Deen. They disagreed on their Prophets, the Day of Judgement, the Unity of Allah, resurrection, heaven and hell, etc. These are disagreements on the foundations of belief. Since Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala) and His Messenger (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) ordered us not to divide as the People of the Book did, then we are to avoid that area which their disagreement occurred in. This means that disagreement on the fundamentals of the Deen is condemned.
 2.They also disagreed in their respective books ,forgot good part of the book,verbally distored the book ,they invented priesthood & monasticism,
 Allah says to Muslims..
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% وا ق* ر' ت ف و ال يعا& م+ ج الل;ه+ ب%ل+ ب+ح % م*وا اع%ت ص+ و
 3:103 And hold fast all together by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you) and be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favor on you; for ye were enemies and He joined your hearts in love so that by His grace ye became brethren; and ye were on the brink of the pit of fire and He saved you from it. Thus doth Allah make his signs clear to you: that ye may be guided.
 Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala) orders the Muslims to hold tight and not let go of the rope of Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala) and not to divide.
 'The rope of Allah'
 Ibn Masood (ra), Ali bin Abi Talib (ra), and Abu Saeed Al-Kuddrri (ra) said it is the Qur'an. Others said it is the Deen of Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala). Others like Ibnul Mubaarak said it is the Jama’ah.
 'And divide not'
 At-Tabari said; “…and do not disperse away from the Deen of Allah and His covenant which he took from you in His Book: that you should be together in obeying Him and His Messenger (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam).”
 Ibn Katheer said; “He ordered them to stay in the Jama`ah and not to divide.”
 Al-Qurtubi said; “Do not divide as the Jews and the Christians in their Deen…and it could mean do not separate based on your desires and interests.”
 Therefore, the disagreement that Muslims are not allowed to have is in the fundamentals of their Deen, not in its branches. This is due to several reasons:
 The texts that condemn the disagreement order the Muslims not to disagree like the People of the Book who disagreed in the fundamentals ,they also disagreed in other aspects regarding their books.So Muslims must avoid this.
 The Sunnah of the Messenger (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) permitted disagreements in the branches or Furoo`.
 1) The disagreement that existed among the Sahabah were in the Furoo', not in the Usul (foundations of the Deen). No condemnation was made about such
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disagreements in the Furoo’.
 2) The followers of the Companions (Tabi'een), the generation that followed them, and the scholars of the Salaf (predecessors) accepted the disagreement in the Furoo’ but not in the Usul ud-Deen (foundations of the Deen).
 So, for example, Ash-Shafi'i (ra) states in his book Ar-Risalah; “Disagreement is of two types: One that is Haram and the other is not. Everything that Allah established by the definite proof (Hujjah) in His book or clearly stated by His Prophet is Haram to disagree over by the one who knows of it. As for that which can be understood differently or by analogy, since the text can bare it…there is room for [disagreement] unlike in the clearly stated.”
 Ibn Taymiyah (ra) in his book al-Fatawa al-Kubra, Vol. 20, p.256 stated; “Then it [the texts] are divided to: that which is definite in its dalalah (meaning). Its definiteness is established in its chain [of narrators] (Sanad) as well as in its contents (Mata), where we are sure that Allah's Messenger (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) said it and meant that meaning. The other which is indefinite in its dalalah (meaning). As for the first, it must be believed in and acted according to. This is indisputable among the scholars in general. The scholars might disagree however in some news whether their chains are definite (Qat’i) or not and whether their meaning is definite or not. An example of such disagreement is with regard to the news transmitted by the one (Khabarul Wahid) that is accepted by the Ummah or the one that the Ummah has agreed to act upon.”
 The Sahabah (ra) had disagreed in matters, which were related to the branches of the Deen, but they remained united on the foundations of the Deen. Subsequently, the great Mujtahideen of Islam differed on many aspects of the Deen, but they were again in the branches. So the “firqah” which are punished in hell fire, are not those groups which have these legitimate differences. Therefore, those who follow a particular Madhab, such as the Shafi’i, Hanafi, Hanbali, Maliki
 The Hanafi scholar, Ibn Abideen stated this fact; “There is no doubt in the disbelief (kufr) of those that falsely accuse Sayyida Aisha (ra) of adultery, believe that Sayyidina Ali (ra) was God or that the angel Jibril mistakenly descended with the revelation (wahy) on the Messenger of Allah (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam), etc. which is apparent kufr and contrary to the teachings of the Qur'an.” [Radd al-Muhtar, 4/453].
 Ibn Abidin continues; "It is difficult to make a general statement and judge all the Shia to be non-believers, as the scholars have agreed on the deviation and defection of
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the deviated sects."Those who follow the schools of thought from the Shia like the Ja’fari or Zaidi, are not labelled with disbelief because their aqeeda is not kufr,not all have kufr Aqeeda which could makes them apostates.After close scrutiny of their beliefs its clear ,they all are not kafir but deviants that is why they are allowed to perform Hajj.The Quranites/khawarijites/hadith rejectors are also not disbelievers & and other sects ,these are all  considered deviants but not Non-muslims.Some have apostaised i.e left the fold of Islam such as the Qadiani, who claimed Prophethood after Muhammad (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam), or those Alawi, who claim Ali (ra) to be god incarnate (may Allah protect us from such deviation), or those who deny the punishment in the Ahkirah,destiny,also Submitters,Nation of Islametc. Any group that contradicts the definite text of the Qur’an, falls outside the fold of Islam.
 Even the Shia scholar of the Qur’an, Allama Muhammad Hussein Tabatabai, writes in his very famous exegesis, Tafseer-ul-Meezan, 12th edition, page 109, published in Iran, regarding the completeness of the Qur'an; “The Qur’an, which Almighty Allah descended on Prophet Muhammad (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam), is protected from any change.”
 The Qur’an found in the mosques, throughout the world, whether in Karachi, Tehran, Cairo, Madinah, or Algiers is one.
  
 How to treat Innovators:There must be room for dialogue with them.There must be room for inviting them to right aqeedah,teaching right beliefs & guiding them to sunnah.But he should hate them for the sake of Allaah.One should hate the innovators for their innovations.One should hate the sins of the sinners. But his hatred for the kuffaar should be greater, while calling them to Allaah and striving to guide them, acting in accordance with all the shar’i evidence. So he should hate the innovator in accordance with the degree of his innovation, so long as it does not imply kufr, and he should hate the sinner in accordance with the degree of his sin, but he should also love him for the sake of Allaah in accordance with the degree of his Islam and faith. From this we know that shunning depends on the situation.  Example from Ali Radiallatala anhu  Khawrijites were allowed to live in Ali r.a Khilafah but they were forbidden to propagate their deviant Aqeedah.As long as they obeyed the laws they were allowed to live in Khilafah.This
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proofs deviants and misguided ones were allowed to live nor was Takfeer declared on them legitimatizing their killing. 
  
 ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib said concerning the Khawaarij: “They have three rights over us: that we should not initiate fighting with them so long as they do not fight us; that we should not prevent them from entering the mosques of Allaah to mention His name therein; and that we should not deny the booty to them so long as they have fought alongside us.”
 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah in al-Musannaf (7/562) with a hasan isnaad. 
  
 Being cautious with innovators.
  Example from Ali Radiallatala anhu  Khawrijites were allowed to live in Ali r.a Khilafah but they were forbidden to propagate their deviant Aqeedah.As long as they obeyed the laws they were allowed to live in Khilafah.This proofs deviants and misguided ones were allowed to live nor was Takfeer declared on them legitimatizing their killing. 
 ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib said concerning the Khawaarij: “They have three rights over us: that we should not initiate fighting with them so long as they do not fight us; that we should not prevent them from entering the mosques of Allaah to mention His name therein; and that we should not deny the booty to them so long as they have fought alongside us.” Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah in al-Musannaf (7/562) with a hasan isnaad. 
   It is reported that Al-Fudayl b. ‘Ayyâd – Allâh have mercy on him – said:Verily, Allâh has angels who seek out the circles of remembrance [of Allâh], so be careful who you sit with; make sure it is not with an adherent of bid’ah, for Allâh does not look at them. And the sign of nifâq (hypocrisy in faith) is that a man mingles with an adherent of bid’ah.Ibn Battah, Al-Ibânah Al-Kubrâ 1:460
 Muslims are single brotherhood.
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Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala) states;
 اع%ب*د*ون+ ف ب?ك*م% ر ن اأ و د ة& اح+ و ة& م'
 أ* ت*ك*م% م'* أ ذ+ه+ ه إ+ن'
 “Verily, this brotherhood of yours is a single brotherhood, and I am your Lord and Cherisher: therefore serve Me (and no other)” [TMQ Al-Anbiyah: 92] 
  Messenger of Allah (SalAllahu alaihi wasallam) taught us,
 يحقره وال يخذله وال يظلمه ال ، المسلم أخ المسلم
 “The Muslim is a brother of another Muslim, he doesn't oppress him, neither does he hand him over to the enemy, he doesn't disappoint him, nor does he humiliate him.”
 Allah (Subhanahu wa ta’aala) states;
 ل+مين ال%م*س% م'اك*م* س و ه*
 22:78 And strive in His cause as ye ought to strive (with sincerity and under discipline): He has chosen you and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion; it is the cult of your father Abraham. It is He Who has named you Muslims both before and in this (Revelation); that the Apostle may be a witness for you and ye be witnesses for mankind! So establish regular Prayer give regular Charity and hold fast to Allah! He is your Protector the Best to protect and the Best to help! 
 Any disagreement which exists, is something which can be referred to the divine texts,
 ول+ س* الر' و الل;ه+ +ل ى إ د?وه* ر* ف ء4 ي% ش ف+ي ع%ت*م% ت ن از إ+ن ف
 4;59 O ye who believe! obey Allah and obey the Apostle and those charged with authority among you. If ye differ in anything among yourselves refer it to Allah and His Apostle if ye do believe in Allah and the Last Day: that is best and most suitable for final determination.
 ك ب+ي اد1 و ف س ض+ ر%األ ف+ي ت%ن ة1 ف+ ت ك*ن ع ل*وه* ت ف% إ+ال' ب ع%ض4 ل+ي اء و%
 أ م% ه* ب ع%ض* % وا ر* ك ف ال'ذين و
 8:73 The unbelievers are protectors one of another: unless ye do this (protect each other) there would be tumult and oppression on earth and great mischief.
 Allah Knows Best
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 One Resembling Holy Prophet and His Companions
 Now I would like to analyze the one Jama'at which was separated out by 72 collectively and is called Jama'ate Ahmadiyya to see if they had any resemblance with the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions (RA) as prophecized in the Hadith. I believe that the resemblance mentioned in the hadith should be reflected in all aspects of life of the followers of this one Jama'at. One could clearly see it in their Taqwa as well as in actual events surrounding their lives. As different personalities perceive characters differently and thus a solid proof of the resemblance of a character with another cannot be provided and can only be observed and judged by individuals, so I shall not discuss this. However, I would like to assure everyone, who associates with Ahmadi Muslims that if they observe keenly they will see reflections of Hadhrat Abu Bakr (RA) and Hadhrat Uthman Ghani (RA) among men and Hadhrat Khadija (RA) among women when it comes to financial sacrifices, they will see the character of Hadhrat Bilal (RA) when it comes to steadfastness and they will see reflections of Hadhrat Umar (RA) and Hadhrat Ali (RA) when it comes to bravery. As far Taqwa is concerned, I believe, Allah is the only Judge of Taqwa, so I shall leave that also and let the individuals decide for themselves what do they see in terms of Taqwa when they associate with Ahmadi Muslims.
 There are some actual events which surrounded the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions and got recorded in the history as well as some in the Holy Qur'an, which I would like to discuss in this article and show to the readers how these events got repeated in the history of Ahmadiyyat with each and every resemblance with the event which occurred in the time of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him).
 1. Stoning Because of Beliefs.
 I am sure the readers would agree with me that persecution of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions (RA) was very severe. However, there is one event of the life of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) which did not escape any historian. Even the western, non-Muslim historians, like Sir William Muir [13] and W. Montgomery Watt [14], who did not believe the persecution to be that severe, have recorded this event and have testified to the authenticity of the event. This is the event when Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) went to Taif for preaching. Brutal treatment of our beloved master (peace be upon him) by people of Taif is described by many historians and biographers. I would like to quote Hadhrat Mirza Bashir-ud-din Mahmud Ahmad (RA) from his book Life of Muhammad [15].
 "Reports of him had already reached Taif, and here he now was, without arms of following, a lone individual with only one companion, Zaid. The town folks thought him a nuisance which should be ended, if only to please their chiefs. They set vagabonds of the town and street boys at him who pelted him with stones and drove him out of town. Zaid was wounded and the prophet (peace be upon him) began to bleed profusely."
 One thing is very clear in this event that our beloved master (peace be upon him) got pelted with stones just because of holding the beliefs which were against the popular beliefs of the people of that time. This kind of treatment has been received by several Ahmadi Muslims and the resemblance of Ahmadi Muslim to the holy prophet (peace be upon him) and his companion Hadhrat Zaid (RA) in regards to the event of stoning by opponents had been shown to every generation so far since the foundation of Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. The very first time this resemblance was manifested for mankind was in the form of shahada by stoning of an Ahmadi Muslim in Afghanistan. The event is described in detail by Promised Messiah (AS) in his book Tadhkiratush Shahaditain [16]. Friedmann [17], an independent historian, has also recorded this event in the following words:
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"Abdul Latif himself, who accepted Ghulam Ahmad's religious claims in 1900 after he read some of his books, came to Qadian in 1902 and stayed there for several months. Upon his return to Kabul in January 1903 he was arrested. A religious disputation was arranged between himself and several orthodox divines. Predictably enough, it was decided that the Ahmadi views were unacceptable, and that those who held them were unbelievers. When Abdul Latif repeatedly refused to renounce his faith, he was stoned to death in July 1903."
 Then in India where the founder of this Jama'at resided resemblance to this event was manifested in 1905 when the Promised Messiah (AS) visited Amritsar and is recorded by Friedmann [18] as well as by Hadhrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad (RA) whom I shall quote from his book Hadhrat Ahmad, The Promised Messiah [19]:
 "The carriage was brought up to a side door of the apartment, and the Promised Messiah (AS) proceeded to occupy it. As he was going to seat himself, this became known to people, and such of them as were standing outside the lecture hall advanced towards him, and one of them struck at him with a thick heavy stuff. One of his disciples who was nearby at once placed himself between the Promised Messiah (AS) and the assailant to ward off the blow. Fortunately the carriage door was opened and the stuff stuck against it and the gentleman escaped with only a slight injury. As soon as the Promised Messiah had taken his seat the carriage started. The mob rained a shower of stones at it."
 The next generation saw this event repeated in the time of Hadhrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih II (RA). After Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih II (RA) made a claim to be the promised son of the Promised Messiah (AS), he held several public lectures and gatherings in various cities of the Indian subcontinent in early 1940's and at several of these occasions public pelted Ahmadi Muslims with stones. The severest of them was in Delhi when a number of Ahmadi Muslims were injured due to stoning at the stage [20]. At one of these occasions, Sheikh Ijaz Ahmad Sahib (Nephew of Sir Muhammad Iqbal Sahib), also came to oppose the movement. However, when he saw opponents pelting Ahmadi Muslims with stones, he decided to confess his faith in Ahmadiyya Islam saying that this indeed is the way opponents treated our beloved Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) [21].
 In our present time we again witnessed this resemblance with the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) in the recent event of Shabqadar, Pakistan where three Ahmadis were pelted with stones just because of their beliefs. The event was reported by various human rights commissions and news agencies [22-24]. NETNEWS (News International) on April 10, 1995 reported [22].
 "Supporter of ‘infidel’ stoned to death. From Abdullah Jan, PESHAWAR: An angry mob stoned a person to death and seriously injured another on Sunday for allegedly converting a Muslim to the Ahmedi faith, in Shabqadar, 45 kilometers from here. The third companion of the victims escaped."
 Other than the above so far more than 100 Ahmadi Muslims have been murdered by opponents just because of their beliefs in the Messiah and Mahdi of the time.
 2. Similarities in Other Forms of Persecutions.
 Next I would like to discuss some of the collective persecution Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions received at the hands of opponents and show the same type of persecution extended towards Ahamdis by all the 72 sections of Islam.
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One of the action which people of Mecca resorted to in order to put pressure on Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions to try and force them to denounce their faith and its preaching is recorded by Watt [25] as:
 "With the formation of a grand alliance a boycott of clans of Hashim and al-Muttalib was instituted. None of the other clans was to have any business dealings with them, and there was to be no intermarriages."
 Is this alliance and boycott any different than the one recorded by Munir Report [26] and Friedmann [27]. Friedmann states:
 "All Pakistan Muslim Parties convention was held in Karachi in January 1953. The convention was attended by leading Muslim 'ulama'. Some of them represented organizations, such as the Jama'at-i Islami, the Jamiyyat al-ulama-i Islam and others. The convention resolved to resort to "direct action," demanded the resignation of the prime minister of Pakistan, and declared a totalboycott of the Ahmadis."
 A total social boycott of Ahmadi Muslims was also announced and implemented in 1974 throughout Pakistan [28]. The price Hadhrat Bilal (RA) paid for reciting the Kalimah is known to every Muslim. Sir William Muir [29] records:
 "In the depth of his anguish, the persecutors could force from him but one expression, AHAD! AHAD! 'ONE, ONE (only God)!' On such an occasion Abu Bakr passed by, and secured liberty of conscience to the faithful slave by purchasing his freedom."
 Following are a few of the independent opinions and accounts of the price Ahmadi Muslims are paying for reciting the Kalima.
 "So far more than 100 people of this Jama'at have been killed in different parts of the world in the name of religion. Since 1984, during the Kalima wiping campaign this Jama'at has had the opportunity to offer sacrifices like the companions of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him). About 50 thousand Ahmadis live in Rabwah and a case has been registered against every one of them for the offense of reciting the Kalima." [30].
 "Among different periods during the one and a half thousand years history of Islam, Muslims have been alleged to have forced non-believers into reciting the Kalima Tayyeba. However, no other example is found of an event where a person reciting Kalima was stopped by sword." [31].
 "Once there was a time when Muslims spread all over the world to preach the Kalima Tayyiba and fasting and prayers and now is the time when a Qadiani cannot recite Kalima even if s/he wants to recite it with a true and pure heart. This is because they are stopped from doing so. Because for them doing so is an offense punishable by law." [32].
 The Meccans did not like to call Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his companions Muslims but called them Sabians [33]. Today, it is illegal in Pakistan for an Ahmadi Muslim to claim to be a Muslim and Ahmadi Muslims are given the names like Mirzais, Qadianis etc. So far 729 cases had been registered against Ahmadi Muslims for calling Adhan, preaching and claiming to be Muslim[34].
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It is well known that Meccans tried their best to stop Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions from preaching and practicing their religion. Every possible step was taken to stop them. They were prohibited from Praying and we find its mention even in the Qur'an which many commentators have said to be referring to the action of Abu Jihl.
 "Hast thou seen him who forbids. A servant (of Ours) when he prays. [35].
 Now a days it has been made illegal for Ahmadi Muslim to Pray as by doing that they would be 'pretending to be Muslim' which for an Ahmadi Muslim is a criminal offense and punishable by law in Pakistan. So far 19 cases had been registered against Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan for Praying (saying Salat) [34].
 3. A Glance at the Rainbow of Sacrifices
 Between April 1984 and 31st October 1992 Jama'at-e-Ahmadiyya has had the honor of making the following sacrifices in the cause of Allah [34].
 Number of Ahmadi Muslim Martyred because of their beliefs in Pakistan. 22
 Number of Ahmadi Muslims who were attacked with the intention of killing 37
 Incidents of digging the graves of dead Ahmadi Muslims 12
 Incidences of causing hindrance in burials of Ahmadi Muslims in general graveyards 19
 Ahmadi Muslims sentenced to death 7
 Number of Ahmadi Muslims charged for putting a badge of Kalima 71
 Charged for calling Adhan, Preaching and pretending to be Muslim 729
 Charged for saying Assalam-o-alaikum (peace be upon you) 4
 Charged for praying (saying Islamic Salat) 19
 Charged for reciting the Holy Qur'an 10
 Charged for publishing the verses of the Holy Qur'an on an invitation card 48
 Charges against Ahmadi Muslim Magazines 103
 Confiscated books, newspapers and magazines 462
 Ahmadis convicted so far in above trials 112
 Ahmadiyya Mosques which have been completely destroyed 11
 Ahmadiyya Mosques which have been partially destroyed 7
 Mosques which have been sealed 11
 Ahmadiyya Mosques which have been seized 2
 Mosques whose construction has been hindered 11
 Mosques from where the Kalima has been wiped 66
 Ahmadi Muslims fired from their jobs because of their beliefs 31
 Total Ahmadiyya land seized by opponents from Rabwah148,225
 Syd.
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4. Similar Allegations Against
 Allegations raised against our beloved Master are recorded at many places in the Qur'an. I shall like to present and discuss only two of them. Holy Qur'an records [36]:
 "And indeed we know that they say that it is only a man who teaches him. (But) the tongue of him towards whom (their minds) incline (in making this insinuation) is foreign while this is Arabic (tongue) plain and clear."
 "And those who disbelieve say, 'It is naught but a lie which he has forged and other people have helped him with it.' Indeed they have perpetrated a (great) injustice and a (great) falsehood. And they say, '(These are) fables of the ancient; (and) he has got them written down, and they are read out to him morning and evening."
 These verses are referring to the allegation of the disbelievers that the Christian and Jewish slaves who have been converted to Islam had secretly helped Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) in compiling the Qur'an and hence there is a foreign hand behind this conspiracy. Such allegations are raised even today by anti-Muslim forces against the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
 Similar allegations have been raised against the Ahmadiyya Muslim community by the opponents. Firstly Ahmadi Muslims were alleged to have been helped by Hindus. Ehsan Elahi Zaheer, one of bitter enemies of the Ahmadiyya movement wrote [37]:
 "Hindus supported the Ahmadi cause through pen, press and platform"
 How much that help was could be understood by any person by the prophecies of Promised Messiah (AS) about Pundit Lekh Ram and the prayer duels as well as open debates held by Promised Messiah (AS) with Ariyya Smajists. Secondly an equally absurd and unsubstantiated charge against Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama'at is the theory of British sponsorship. Nearly every hostile witness alleges that the Ahmadiyya Jama'at owes its foundation, existence and success to the Imperial British Government [38]. While the message of the founder of this Jama'at to the British Queen is recorded in Ayenae Kamalat e Islam which ends in the following words [39]:
 "O' Queen of the earth! accept Islam and thou wilt be safe. Be a Muslim. God will provide for thee till the last day and he will save thee and protect thee from thine enemy."
 Thirdly Ahmadis are alleged to have been helped by Jews just as the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) was alleged [40]:
 "Jews helped the Ahmadis academically and equipped them with arguments and self manufactured documents against the accepted principles of Islam"
 Further allegation raised against Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) is recorded in the holy Qur'an as [41]:
 "And those who disbelieve say, 'Why was not Qur'an revealed to him all at once? (We have revealed it) in this manner that We may strengthen thy heart therewith. And we have arranged it in the best form."
 The above does not seem to be any different from the allegation raised against the Promised Messiah (AS) by the opponents by saying that why did Promised Messiah (AS) not advance all the claims at once? Why did he first
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claimed to be Mujaddid, then Muhadith then Mahdi and then Messiah. And a similar answer is given that it was necessary to strengthen the Promised Messiah's own heart about his mission and thus he laid claims to the status's whenever Allah informed him and commanded him to do that.
 5. Hijra Because of Persecution.
 It is well know in both Islamic as well as non-Islamic worlds that Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions had to migrate out of their homeland and seek asylum into various foreign lands because of intense persecution in Mecca (their homeland). First of this migration was to Abyssinia as recorded by Ibn-e-Hisham [42] and Sir William Muir [43]:
 "To escape these indignities and danger of perversion, Muhammad (peace be upon him) now recommended such of his followers as were without protection to seek an asylum in a foreign land."
 "This is termed the first Hijra or the flight to Abyssinia, as distinguished from the later more extensive emigration to the same quarter."
 And then eventually the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) himself had to emigrate to Madina around April 622 [44]:
 "Two or three weeks after the pledge of Akaba, that is, about the beginning of Muharram, the emigration commenced."
 Many Ahmadi Muslims in our present time had to follow this sunnah of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions just because of the beliefs they held and because of the ever intensifying persecution in Pakistan. Following is what the human rights advocates had to say to the United Nations [45].
 "Ahmadi Muslims are being driven out of Pakistan. When seeking refuge in other countries, they have a prime facie showing of persecution based on religion. Asylum rights and the right of non-refoulement are involved. Any country that forcibly repatriates an Ahmadi Muslim to Pakistan while Ordinance XX is in effect is in violation of international law."
 Those who persecute Ahmadi Musilms shamelessly admit that the aim of the persecution is to drive Ahmadi Muslims out of Pakistan or to exterminate them, as expressed by Dr. Karren Parker [46]:
 "Leading pro-government Muslim clergy told the speaker that their aim is to drive the Ahmadis out of Pakistan, to arrest those who remain and to destroy or seize Ahmadi religious property."
 And finally the migration of Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) himself was resembled by the migration of Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad Khalifatul Masih the 4th. The immigration of Hadhrat Ameerul Mo'maneen (may Allah be his helper) like Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) in the capacity of the leader of the faithful took place in 1984 after the announcement of the infamous ordinance XX in Pakistan. And just as at the time of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), other than occasional individual migrations because of the persecution there were two major collective migrations before our beloved master (peace be upon him) migrated to Madina. Similarly, in the present time there
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were two mass migrations of Ahmadi Muslims out of Pakistan because of persecution before Hadhrat Ameerul Mo'maneen (may Allah be his helper) himself migrated. One of these mass migrations was in 1953 and the other one in 1974.
 6. Independent Testimony of Resemblance
 In the following I shall present some quotation from different sources where people have testified that Ahmadi Muslims resemble Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions in their character, their struggle, enthusiasm, love for their faith and in persecution they are subjected to.
 "At the present time all the sects of Muslims are impressed one way or the other by English, Hindu or other nations. It is only Ahmadi Jama'at, which like the first Muslims are not influenced by any individual or a group and are carrying out purely Islamic works." [47].
 "We still retain the truthfulness and Islamic Spirit in India because here the unveiled services of the spiritual leaders are constantly at work. And there have always been some scholars of such a stature who do not worship wealth. And if you ask the truth, in the present time, this work is carried out by the followers of Late Mirza Ghulam Ahmad on the same pattern as the first Muslims used to do it." [48].
 "It is an accepted fact that the way Ahmadi Muslim are preaching their religion and practical vigorous efforts they have done in this endeavor has hardly been paralleled by any other Islamic Jama'at after the Arab Khulafa'a-i-Rashideen." [49].
 Taj Muhammad Bhatti, Nazim-e-Aala (the highest regional office) Majlise Tahafze Khatme Nabuwwat (an organization established to and bent on persecuting Ahmadi Muslims) Quetta Pakistan gave the following testimony in a court trial [50]:
 "It is true that at the time of Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), when people prayed (said Salat), called Adhan or recited Kalima, the disbelievers treated them in exactly the same way as we treat Ahmadis today."
 7. Similarity in Rewards
 Rewards for the sacrifices Muslims of the time of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) are countless and too many to be noted in this article, however major reward to which Allah has drawn the attention of all Muslims in Sura Nasr of the holy Qur'an in following words [51]:
 "When the help of Allah comes and the Victory. And thou seest men entering the religion of Allah in troops."
 And it is established fact of the history that after Hijra, Islam spread very fast and people entered the fold of Islam in big groups. Tribe after tribe joined the religion of Islam. Specially after the conquest of Mecca, numbers of people entering the fold of Islam was overwhelming. Indeed people entered the fold of Islam in troops at the time of Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions.
 Following is a portion copied from a page on the world wide web site (see notes for explanation) of the anti-Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. Just as at the time of Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companion even the bitterest enemies of Islam bore witness to the success and the rewards Allah bestowed upon early Muslims,
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today even the bitterest enemies, such as the author of the above mentioned web site who have started an anti-Ahmadiyya Movement, bears witness to the Rewards bestowed by Allah on the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam in the following words [52]:
 "Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam is a Religio-Political Trading Corporation. It has branches in all countries and all major cities of the world under whose umbrella Qadianis/Ahmadis are systematically trapping Muslims, who are ignorant of their evil designs. Whether in America, Europe or Central Asia, or the underprivileged and displaced communities like Africans and Bosnian Refugees, all those who are not aware of the real motives of Ahmadiyya Movement get trapped by them in the name of Islam. 50,000 Muslims in Mali, 24,000 Muslims in Ivory Coast, 100,000 Bosnian Refugees in Europe and 45000 Albanians are just a few victims of Qadiani Onslaught."
 Do we see the promise of Allah made in the words, "And thou seest men entering the religion of Allah in troops.", being fulfilled again in favor of Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam?
 8. Closing Remarks
 At the end I would like to leave the readers, who may see the resemblance of one Jama'at (out of 73 sects among Muslims) with the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions, with some Ahadith of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) to ponder at.
 Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) is reported to have said:
 "One who dies without accepting the Imam (Appointed by Allah) of the time, his death is a death in disbelief". [53]
 Regarding Imam Mahdi, our beloved master said:
 "When you see him (Imam Mahdi) then certainly perform bait to him even if you have to crawl over your knees through the mountains of snow because he (Imam Mahdi) will be the Khalifah of God." [54].
 "One who obeyed Imam Mahdi obeyed me, one who disobeyed him disobeyed me" [55].
 "One who rejected Imam Mahdi he did kufr" [56].
 Resemblance of the 72 to Jews in Their Beliefs
 According to the Hadith I have mentioned in the beginning, other than being 72 in number, this set will resemble Jews in their behavior as one shoe in a pair resembles the other. I shall not go into details of the behavior of 72 sects however, would just like to mention resemblance of these sects to the Jews of the time of Messiah (Jesus, AS) in their beliefs.
 Jews of that time believed that a previous Israelite prophet Elijah (Ilyas, AS) had ascended to heaven in his chariot of fire and before the advent of the Messiah, he will descend from heavens in his chariot and prepare the grounds for the advent of Messiah and then the Messiah will appear. So when Jesus (AS) made a claim to Messiahship, they
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rejected him saying we did not see Elijah (Ilyas, AS) descending from heavens. When Jesus (AS), claimed that John the Baptist (Yahya, AS) is the Promised Elijah (Ilyas, AS), Jews insisted that he should have descended from heavens if he was Elijah (Ilyas, AS) and so they rejected both Jesus (AS) as well as John (Yahya, AS). These 72 sects of Islam, at the time of the Promised Messiah (AS) without any exception held the belief that Jesus (AS) ascended to heavens with his body and soul and it would be the same Jesus (AS) who will return as the Messiah for the Muslim Ummah. They insist on seeing him descend from heavens with his hand on the wings of two angles on the white Minaret.
 Just like the Muslims of the present times, the Jews of the time of Jesus (AS) were waiting for two figures to appear, a priestly Messiah (equivalent of Islamic Mahdi) and a worrier Messiah, a king who would come and deliver Israelite from the bondage of slavery. Lawrence H. Schiffman in his article "Jewish Sectarianism in Second Temple Times" says [12]:
 "They believed that the coming age would indeed begin with a great war and punishment, yet they saw the leadership of the people in the hands of two Messianic figures. A priestly Messiah would take precedence and re-establish Jerusalem sacrificial cult. Along with him a Dividic Messiah would rule over the re-established temporal kingdom."
 Thus when Jesus (AS) preached peace and tolerance and non-violence, Jews mocked at him and rejected him. Today Muslim well aware of the mistakes Jews made, insist on the coming of a Mahdi (the guided one) for the religious reformation of the Ummah and a worrier Messiah. They await a Messiah whose sole job will be to lead Muslims in a holy war against all the other powers of the world and shed blood and kill Dajjal and that's how, most of the Muslims of the present time believe, Messiah will save them.
 It is commonly said that religions are more a cause of division than of unity, for mankind. It would therefore follow that if all religions are from One God, then surely He is to blame for the sorry state of our world? However, unsurprisingly, quite the opposite is true. God has always been a source of unity for man, and it is man that has repeatedly chosen to break away from this unity. The teachings of God has always provided a perfect guidance for a just and peaceful existence, when people estrange themselves from those teachings, the result is that they are no longer practised, and that is when true faith leaves the hearts of people. It is through God's Mercy that He sends down reformers to re-establish the true faith in the earth, these reformers are invariably faced with opposition and enmity from those around them. History abounds with such examples. The Holy Prophet Muhammad (SA) among many of his prophesies has mentioned in one Hadith, a prophecy which many of us has seen fulfilled in our lifetime. Nearly 1400 years ago, our beloved Master prophesied:
 Abdullah bin Amarra relates that the Holy Prophet (SA) said ‘Surely things will happen to my people as happened earlier to Israelites, they will resemble each other like one shoe in a pair resembles the other to the extent that if anyone among the Israelites has openly committed adultery to his mother there will be some who will do this in my Ummah as well, verily the Israelites were divided into 72 sects but my people will be divided into 73 sects, all of them will be in the fire except one.' The companions asked. 'Who are they O Messenger of Allah,' Holy Prophet (pbuh) said. `They are those who will be like me and my companions.’ (Tirmidhi - Kitabul Eeman)
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In this Hadith there are quite a few things to be noted. Firstly, it mentions the resemblance of the Muslim Ummah with the Israelites (i.e. Jews). In another Hadith (Abu Daud - Vol.2, pg.241) this resemblance is mentioned in the words that as among the Jews a prophet was raised in every century, among Muslims a reformer/Mujaddid will be raised and as among the Jews at the end of the chain of prophets a Messiah was raised a Messiah will be raised among the Muslims. Among Jews there were 12 tribes each divided into six sects making a total of 72 sects at the time when the Messiah Jesus (as) was sent to the Israelites. After the appearance of the Messiah among Jewish people the list of sects increased considerably. So while talking about 73 divisions among Muslims and taking into account the resemblance of the Muslim Ummah to the Jewish people mentioned in both of the above traditions, it appears that these two Ahadith relate to the time of the Messiah.
 Authenticity of the Hadith
 Other than Tirmidhi & Abu Daud, Ibn-e-Maja (Vol.1, pg.163) gives three independent narration of the same Hadith. Talking about the authenticity of this Hadith, Abu Mansur Abd al-Kahir ibn-Tahir Al-Baghdadi says there are many independent testimonies for the tradition dealing with the division of the community. A number of following companions have handed it down as coming from the Prophet (pbuh): Anas ibn-Malik, Abu-Hurairah, Abu-l-Darda, Jabir, Abu-Sa'id al-Khidri, Ubai ibn-Ka'b, Abd-Allah ibn-Amr ibn-al-'As, abu-Imamah, Wathilah ibn-al-Aska' and others. It is also handed down that the pious Caliphs mentioned that the community would be divided after them, that one sect only would save itself, and the rest of them would be given to error in this world, and to destruction in the next.
 ::::::::::::: Jewish Sects at the time of Jesus Christ :::::::::::::
 1. Pharisees
 2. Sadducees
 3. Essenes/Ossenes
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4. Party of Covanent
 5. Karaites
 6. Zealots
 7. Therapeutae
 8. Kabbalah
 9. Qumranites
 10. Hasmoneans
 11. Amme ha'arez
 12. Yahwists
 13. Rechabites
 14. Nazerites
 15. Hellenists (Stephen)
 16. Maccabees
 17. Hasideans
 18. Eleazarites
 19. Hyrcanusites
 20. Epicureans
 21. Stoics
 22. Pythagoreans
 23. Zadokites
 24. Enochites
 25. Zakaites
 26. Beth Hillel
 27. Beth Shammai
 28. Followers of Bar Cochba
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29. Habakkukites
 30. Ebionites
 31. Levites
 32. Ezekielites
 33. Herodians
 34. Scribes (Soferims)
 35. Galileans
 36. Hemerobaaptists
 37. Baptists
 38. Masbothei
 39. Genistae
 40. Meristae
 41. Hellenians (Hellene)
 42. Nasaraioi
 43. Introversionists
 44. Alexanderian Jews
 45. Philos
 46. Hezekiah
 47. Josiah
 48. Canaanites
 49. Samaritans
 50. Aaronides
 51. Gnostic Jews of Qumran
 52. Boethusians
 53. Conversionists
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54. Josianic Movement
 55. Babylonian Jews
 56. Elephantinites
 57. Oniasites
 58. Judeans
 59. Ein Fashka
 60. Antiochusians
 61. Selecudians
 62. Sicarii
 63. Zedekiahs
 64. Followers of Simon Bar Giora
 65. Followers of John of Giscala
 66. Followers of Simon Bar Kosiba
 67. Patriarchate
 68. Apocalypticians
 69. Shabbatai - Zevi Movement
 70. Adventists
 71. Epiphanesians
 72. Palestanian Jews
 * Jewish Sects at the time of Jesus by Marcel Simon, translated into English by James H. Farley.
 * Jewish Sectarianism in Second Temple Times by Lawrence H. Schiffman, in Great Schisms in Jewish History
 * A Sectarian Analysis of the Damascus Document by John W. Martens, in Essays in the Social Scientific Study of Judaism and Jewish Society, edited by Simcha Fishbane, Jack N. Lightstone and Victor Levin.
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::::::::::::: Resemblance of the 72 to Jews in Their Beliefs ::::::::::::
 According to the Hadith mentioned in the beginning, other than being 72 in number, this set will resemble Jews in their behaviour as one shoe in a pair resembles the other.
 Jews of that time believed that a previous Israelite prophet Elijah (Ilyas, AS) had ascended to heaven in his chariot of fire and before the advent of the Messiah, he will descend from heavens in his chariot and prepare the grounds for the advent of Messiah and then the Messiah will appear. So when Jesus (AS) made a claim to Messiahship, they rejected him saying we did not see Elijah (Ilyas, AS) descending from heavens. When Jesus (AS), claimed that John the Baptist (Yahya, AS) is the Promised Elijah (Ilyas, AS), Jews insisted that he should have descended from heavens if he was Elijah (Ilyas, AS) and so they rejected both Jesus (AS) as well as John (Yahya, AS).
 These 72 sects of Islam, at the time of the Promised Messiah (AS) without any exception held the belief that Jesus (AS) ascended to heavens with his body and soul and it would be the same Jesus (AS) who will return as the Messiah for the Muslim Ummah. They insist on seeing him descend from heavens with his hand on the wings of two angles on the white Minaret.
 Just like the Muslims of the present times, the Jews of the time of Jesus (AS) were waiting for two figures to appear, a priestly Messiah (equivalent of Islamic Mahdi) and a worrier Messiah, a king who would come and deliver Israelite from the bondage of slavery.
 Thus when Jesus (AS) preached peace and tolerance and non-violence, Jews mocked at him and rejected him. Today Muslim well aware of the mistakes Jews made, insist on the coming of a Mahdi (the guided one) for the religious reformation of the Ummah and a worrier Messiah. They await a Messiah whose sole job will be to lead Muslims in a holy war against all the other powers of the world and shed blood and kill Dajjal and that's how, most of the Muslims of the present time believe, Messiah will save them.
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::::::::::::: Name of the Sects in Islam and their Basic Beliefs ::::::::::::
 1. Jarudiah:
 Followers of Abu'l-Jarud. They believe Holy Prophet (pbuh) designated Al-Isa as the Imam by his characteristics but not by name.
 2. Sulamania:
 Followers of Suleiman ibn-Jarir al-Zaidi. They believed Imamat was a matter of Jaririya conference and could be confirmed by two best Muslims.
 3. Butriyah:
 They did not dispute the Khilafat of Uthman (ra), neither they attack him nor Hurariyah praise him.
 4. Yaqubiyya:
 They accepted the Khilafat of Abu Bakr (ra) and Umar (ra), but did not reject those who rejected these Khulifaa. They also believed that Muslim commiters of Major sins will be in hell forever.
 5. Hanafiyah:
 Followers of the Imammate of Muhammad ibn-al-Hanifah. They believe that Allah might have had a beginning.
 6. Karibiyah:
 They believed that Imam Muhammad ibn-al-Hanifah is not dead and is the Imam Ghaib (in disappearance) and the expected Mahdi.
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7. Kamiliyah:
 Followers of Abu-Kamil. They believed companions to be heretic because they forsook their allegiance to Ali (ra) and condemn Ali (ra) for ceasing to fight them. They believed in the returning of the dead before the Day of Resurrection and that Satan is right in preferring fire to clay.
 8. Muhammadiyyah:
 Followers of Muhammad ibn-Abdullah ibn-al-Hassan. They do not believe/Mughairiyah that Imam Muhammad ibn-Abdullah died and that he is the Imam Ghaib and awaited Mahdi.
 9. Baqiriyah:
 Followers of Muhammad ibn-Ali al-Baqir. They believe him to be the Imam Ghaib and expected Mahdi.
 10. Nadisiyah:
 They believe that those who consider themselves better than anyone else are Kafirs (disbelievers).
 11. Sha'iyah:
 They believe that the one who has recited La Ilaha Il-Allah (there is none worthy of worship except Allah), whatever she or he does, will never be punished.
 12. Ammaliyah:
 They believe that faith for one is what he/she sincerely practices.
 13. Ismailiyah:
 They believe in the continuity of Imammate among the descendants of Ismail ibn-Ja'far.
 14. Musawiyah:
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They believe Musa ibn-Ja'far to be the Imam Ghaib and expected Mahdi / Mamturah.
 15. Mubarakiyah:
 They believe in the continuity of Imammate among the descendants of Muhammad ibn-Ismail ibn-Ja'far.
 16. Kathiyah:
 They believe that expected Mehdi will be twelveth Imam among the /Ithn ashariya descendants of the Ali ibn-abi-Talib. (The Twelvers).
 17. Hashamiya:
 They Predicate a body to Allah and also allege Prophet (pbuh) of disobedience/ Taraqibiyah to Allah
 18. Zarariyah:
 They believe that Allah did not live nor had any attributes till He created for Himself life and His attributes.
 19. Younasiyah:
 Followers of Younas ibn-Abd-al-Rahman al-Kummi. They believe that Allah is borne by the bearers of His Throne, though He is stronger than they are.
 20. Shaitaniyah/Shireekiyah:
 They believed in the view that deeds of servants of Allah are substances; and a servant of Allah can really produce a substance.
 21. Azraqaih:
 Followers of Nafi ibn-al-Azraq. They do not believe in the good dreams and visions and claim that all forms of revelations have ended.
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22. Najadat:
 Followers of Najdah ibn-Amir al-Hanafi. They abolished the punishment of drinking wine also they believed that sinners of this sect would not be treated in hellfire but some other place before allowed in Paradise.
 23. Sufriyah:
 Followers of Ziyad ibn-al-Asfar. They believed that sinners are in fact polytheists.
 24. Ajaridah:
 Followers of Abd-al-Karim ibn-Ajrad. They believed that a child should be called to Islam after it has attained maturity. Also they believed booty of war to be unlawful till the owner is killed.
 25. Khazimiyah:
 They believe Allah loves men of all faiths even if one has been a disbeliever most of his life.
 26. Shuaibiyah/Hujjatiyah:
 They believed that what Allah desires does happen no matter what and what does not happen it means Allah desires it not.
 27. Khalafiyah:
 Followers of Khalaf. They do not believe in fighting except under the leadership of an Imam.
 28. Ma'lumiyah/Majhuliah:
 They believed that whoever did not recognise Allah by His names was ignorant of Him and anyone ignorant of Him was a disbeliever.
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29. Saltiyah:
 Followers of Salt ibn-Usman. They believed in the conversion of adults only and if father has converted to Islam children were considered disbelievers till they reach maturity.
 30. Hamziyah:
 Followers of Hamza ibn-Akrak. They believe that children of polytheists are condemned to hell.
 31. Tha'libiyah:
 Followers of Tha'labah ibn-Mashkan. They believe that parents remain guardians over their children of any age until children make it clear to parents that they are turning away from truth.
 32. Ma'badiyah:
 They did not believe in taking or giving alms from or to slaves.
 33. Akhnasiyah:
 They do not believe in waging a war except in defence or when the opponent is known personally.
 34. Shaibaniyah/Mashbiyah:
 Followers of Shaiban ibn-Salamah al-Khariji. They believe that Allah resembles His creatures.
 35. Rashidiyah:
 They believe that land watered by springs, canals or flowing rivers should pay half the Zakat (tithe), while land watered by rain only should pay the full Zakat.
 36. Mukarramiyah/tehmiyah:
 Followers of Abu-Mukarram. They believe that ignorance constitutes as disbelief. Also that Allah enmity or friendship depends upon the state of a persons' belief at his death.
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37. Abadiyah/Afaliyah:
 They consider Abdullah ibn-Ibad as their Imam. They believe in doing good deeds without the intention of pleasing Allah.
 38. Hafsiyah:
 Consider Hafs ibn-abi-l-mikdam as their Imam. They believe that only knowing Allah frees one from polytheism.
 39. Harithiya:
 Followers of Harith ibn-Mazid al-Ibadi. They believe that the ability precedes the deeds.
 40. Ashab Ta'ah:
 They believe that Allah can send a prophet without giving him any sign to prove his prophecy.
 41. Shabibiyah/Salihiyah:
 Followers of Shabib ibn-Yazid al-Shaibani. They believe in the Imamate of a woman named Ghazalah.
 42. Wasiliyah:
 Followers of Wasil ibn-'Ata al-Ghazza. They believe that does who commit major sins will be punished in hell but still remain believers.
 43. Amriyah:
 Followers of Amir ibn-Ubaid ibn-Bab. They reject the legal testimony of people from supporters of either side of the battle of Camel.
 44. Hudhailiyah/Faniya:

Page 32
                        

Followers of abu-al-Hudhail Muhammad ibn-al-Hudhail. They believe that both Hell and Paradise will perish and that preordination of Allah can cease, at which time Allah will no longer be omnipotent.
 45. Nazzamiyah:
 Followers of abu-Ishaq Ibrahim ibn-Saiyar. They do not believe in the miraculous nature of the Holy Quran nor do they believe in the miracles of the Holy Prophet (pbuh) like splitting the moon.
 46. Mu'ammariyah:
 They believe that Allah neither creates life nor death but it is an act of the nature of living body.
 47. Bashriyah:
 Followers of Bashr ibn-al-Mu'tamir. They believe that Allah may forgive a man his sins and may change His mind about this forgiveness and punish him if he is disobedient again.
 48. Hishamiyah:
 Followers of Hisham ibn-?mr al-Futi. They believe that if a Muslim community come to consensus it needs an Imam and if it rebels and kills its Imam, no one should be chosen an Imam during a rebellion.
 49. Murdariyah:
 Followers of Isa ibn-Sabih. They believe that staying in close communication with the Sultan (ruler) makes one unbeliever.
 50. Ja'friyah:
 Followers of Ja'far ibn-Harb and Ja'far ibn-Mubashshir. They believe that drinking raw wine is not punishable and that punishment of hell could be inferred by a mental process.
 51. Iskafiyah:
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Followers of Muhammad ibn-Abdallah al-Iskafi. They believe that Allah has power to oppress children and madman but not those who have their full senses.
 52. Thamamiyah:
 Followers of Thamamah ibn-Ashras al-Numairi. They believe that he whom Allah does not compel to know Him, is not compelled to know and is classed with animals who are not responsible.
 53. Jahiziayh:
 Followers of '?mr ibn-Bahr al-Jahiz. They believe that Allah is able to create a thing but unable to annihilate it.
 54. Shahhamiyah/Sifatiyah:
 Followers of abu-Yaqub al-Shahham. They believe that everything determined is determined by two determiners, one the creator and the other acquirer.
 55. Khaiyatiyah/Makhluqiyah:
 Followers of abu-al-Husain al-Khaiyat. They believe that everything non-existent is a body before it appears, like man before it is born is a body in non-existence. Also that every attribute becomes existent when it makes its appearance.
 56. Ka'biyah:
 Followers of abu-qasim Abdullah ibn-Ahmed ibn-Mahmud al-Banahi known as al-Ka'bi. They believe that Allah does not see Himself nor anyone else except in the sense that He knows himself and others.
 57. Jubbaiyah:
 Followers of abu-'Ali al-Jubbai. They believe that Allah obeys His servants when he fulfils their wish.
 58. Bahshamiyah:
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Followers of abu-Hashim. They believe that one, who desires to do a bad deed, though may not do it, commit infidelity and deserve punishment.
 59. Ibriyah:
 They believe that Holy Prophet (pbuh) was a wise man but not a prophet.
 60. Zanadiqiyah:
 They believe that the incident Miraj was a vision of the Holy prophet (pbuh) and that we can see Allah in this world.
 61. Qabariyya:
 They do not believe in the punishment of grave.
 62. Hujjatiya:
 They do not believe in the punishment for deeds on the grounds.
 63. Fikriyya:
 They believe that doing Dhikr and Fikr (Remembering and thinking about Allah) is better than worship.
 64. 'Aliviyah/Ajariyah:
 They believe that Hazrat Ali shared Prophethood with Mohammad (pbuh)
 65. Tanasikhiya:
 They believe in the re-incarnation of soul.
 66. Raji?ah:
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They believe that Hazrat Ali ibn-abi-Talib will return to this world.
 67. Ahadiyah:
 They believe in the Fardh (obligations) in faith but deny the Sunnah.
 68. Radeediyah:
 They believe that this world will live forever.
 69. Satbiriyah:
 They do not believe in the acceptance of repentance.
 70. Lafziyah:
 They believe that Quran is not the word of God but only its meaning and essence is the word of God. Words of Quran are just the words of the narrator.
 71. Ashariyah:
 They believe that Qiyas (taking a guess) is wrong and amounts to disbelief.
 72. Bada'iyah:
 They believe that obedience to Ameer is obligatory no matter what he commands.
 *Islamic Encyclopaedia published by Munshi Mehboob 'Alim' (editor Newspaper Paisa, Lahore, Pakistan). Page 570-572.
 *Al-Farq Bain Al Firaq, by Abu Mansur 'abd-al-Kahir ibn-Tahir al-Baghdadi, Translated into English by Kate Chambers Seelye, (AMS Press, NewYork 1996)
 *Kitab Lajawaab Masmay ba-Mazhab al-Islam by Hakeem Maulvi Muhammad Najam al-Ghani Rampuri, 1st edition, (Munshi Nau Lakshoor Lakhnau 1924).

Page 36
                        

73. Ahmadiyya:
 The followers of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed of Qadian (as). (1835 to 1908)
 They believe that he is THE PROMISED MESSIAH and IMAM MEHDI.
 They believe in the FINALITY OF PROPHETHOOD OF THE HOLY PROPHET (pbuh) and that he was the SEAL of the all the Prophets.
 They believe that the Jesus Christ was NOT CRUCIFIED but DIED a natural death.
 ::::::::::::: Literal Fulfillment of Prophecy: Existence of 73 Sections ::::::::::::
 Having mentioned the resemblance of his Ummah with Jews, and division of the Ummah into 73 sections, Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) mentions that all will be in fire except one. Meaning 72 sects will be in fire while one will be safe. When asked who the safe ones will be, Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) replied "They are those who will be like me and my companions" indicating that remaining 72 will resemble Israelites while only one will resemble him and his companions. Having said that we have to understand that there ought to be a way to separate one Jama'at from 72. Thus there should be some method by which two sets of sections among Muslim Ummah will be formed and in one set there will be only one Jama'at (to which Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, referred to as resembling him and his companions) while the other set will contain 72 sects which will resemble Jews. To go any further we have to establish here three things.
 :/ Firstly that there were at one time 73 sections of Muslims.
 :/ Secondly they formed two sets on containing one Jama'at and the other one containing 72 sects.
 :/ Thirdly the set containing one Jama'at consisted of the followers of a claimant of Messiahship. The third condition has to be fulfilled because, we are referring to the time of the Promised Messiah (AS), only the followers of Messiah can form a Jama'at which resembles Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his companions (RA). To establish that the above mentioned three conditions were fulfilled, following are the translations of newspapers.
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An editorial published in Urdu in Pakistani daily newspaper "Nawai Waqt" (10th Oct. 1974, pg.4)
 "One of the special importances of this decision has been that on it the consensus of Ummah has been in substantially correct manner. Throughout the history of Islam, such an overwhelming complete consensus has never been reached on any important topic. Other than the big religious scholars, holders of Shar'a, all the political leaders and political leaders of each group have agreed on this consensus. Other than these, all Sufia Karam, Aarifeen Billah, the leaders of Tassawaf and practices had complete agreement. Excluding Qadianis all the rest of 72 sects, which are considered, to be of Muslims, agreed and are happy on the solution of this affair. Among the leaders of the nation and a'maideen, there does not appear to be any group which does not have a joyous attitude towards this decision. Nation should take a notice of this."
 And that was not the only newspaper, which testified the number to be 72 following is another testimony of an English newspaper published from U.K. "The Guardian" (9th Sept. 1974)
 "By a constitutional amendment the National Assembly has stripped half a million members of the Ahmadiyya community of their religious status as Moslems. The excommunication of such a large number claiming to be Moslems by a political institution is a unique event in the 1400 years of the history of Islam. The burden of taking the measure fell on the National Assembly because Islam rejects priesthood and the Moslems, although divided into 72 sects, do not have a church or a pope. Religious edicts handed down by muftis or religious scholars are not binding on any individual or body of Moslems."
 Clearly, according to these newspapers there existed 73 sections in Islam, one Jama'at-e-Ahmadiyya and the rest of the 72. The rest of the 72 sects were unanimous and happy and formed a party (a set) excluding the one (the other set) from Islam. Although they all had fatwas declaring one another to be kafirs, when it came to the question of Ahmadi Muslims they were all united so that there remains no doubt as to the identity of 72 and one making a total of 73. I have already established that Jews had 72 sects at the time of Messiah, so this hadith would be reflecting the time of Messiah among Muslim Ummah, which all Muslims today believe is also the time of the appearance of the Mahdi.
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It will appropriate to leave unto the readers, who may see the resemblance of one Jama'at (out of 73 Sects of Muslims) with the Holy Prophet (pbuh) and his companions, with some Ahadith of the holy Prophet (pbuh) to ponder over.
 ::::: The Holy prophet (pbuh) is reported to have said ::::
 .... 'One who dies without accepting the Imam (Appointed by Allah) of the time, his death is a death in disbelief'.
 (Masnad Ahmad ibnHanble - Vol.4, pg.96)
 Regarding Imam Mahdi and Messiah our beloved Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said;
 .... 'When you see him (Imam Mahdi) then certainly perform Bait to him even if you have to crawl over your knees through the mountains of snow because he (Imam Mahdi) will be the Khalifa of God'.
 (Biharul Anwaar - Vol.13, pg.17)
 .... "One who obeyed Imam Mahdi obeyed me, one who disobeyed him disobeyed me"
 .... 'One who rejected Imam Mahdi, he did Kufr'.
 (Hajj Al-Kiramah - pg.351 / Lawaih Al-Anwaar Al-Baheema - Vol.2, pg.88)
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::::::::::::: Opinions of Some Muslim Saints :::::::::::::
 Now I would like to present a few quotations from the writings and utterance of a few Muslim saints reflecting on the practices and the name of the Jama'at of the followers of Mahdi and Messiah.
 Hadhrat Ali (ra) said:
 [b]..... "Mahdi Maoud will be colored with the glory of Muhammadiyya and will have the wealth of Ahmadia".[/i]
 Hadhrat Muhammad bin Faris Misri wrote:
 ..... "Our scholar will be prophet and from among those who call towards the truth he will have the station of messengership and our A'arif will be in the period of Ahmadi, will be from among oolulazm (those who have strong determination) and will receive greatness".
 Hadhrat Mujaddid Alif Thani wrote:
 ..... "Around one thousand and some years after the sad demise of the Holy Prophet (sa), the Haqeeqate (truth) Muhammadiyya will ascend from its station and will unite with the place of Haqeeqate Ka'aba. At that time Haqeeqate Muhammadi (Muhammadi Truth) will be called Haqeeqate Ahmadi (Ahmadi Truth)".
 Hadhrat Imam Ali Al-Qari wrote:
 ..... "So among seventy three sects all of them will be in fire and the firqah najiyya (sect deserving paradise) will be the one among ahle sunna (Sunnis) which will have the glory of Muhammadiyya and will be following the holy Tareeqatul (practices of) Ahmadiyya".
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Hadhrat Abdur Raheem Grohri wrote:
 ..... "Hadhrat Mahdi Maoud has the Muhammadi appearance and will descend like a leader, he will have a mole near one of his eyes. He will re-establish din-e Ahmadi (the Ahmadi practices), our sahib will be bright like the sun and beloved of all. He will be learned, wise, king of wisdom and an eternal saint. O mir Muhammad Sahah! Mahdi will be decorated with the turban of prophethood".
 All the above Muslim saints and Sufis understood that at the time of Mahdi, Tareeqatul Ahmadiyya will be re-established and thus the followers of the true Mahdi will be practicing the Ahmadiyya Glory of Islam or will be called Ahmadiyya firqah.
 At the end, I hope and pray that the reader may benefit and ask God almighty for His guidance.
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