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US Affairs 6 Bollywood 30 India 33 Spiritual Awareness 38
 NEW YORK EDITION
 Peter Bheddah:
 Quietly Serving
 Humanity
 Ellis Awards,
 Page 23
 'India can grow
 8-9 percent
 for 20 years'
 Arunava
 Majumdar leaves
 top energy job
 Ravishanker
 Bhooplapur:
 Outstanding
 Humantarian
 Ellis Awards,
 Page 11
 Vol.5 No. 5 May 19-25, 2012 60 Cents Follow us on TheSouthAsianTimes.info
 8 Indian Americans among EllisIsland Medal winners
 New York: Eight Indian-
 Americans are among the recipi-
 ents of this year's Ellis Island
 Medal of Honour presented to
 more than 100 immigrants for their
 community service.
 The eight, Peter Bheddah,
 Ravishankar Bhooplapur, Dr.
 Sanjiv Chopra, Dr. Leena N. Doshi,
 Dr. Surendra V. Jain, Hasu P. Shah,
 Rajendra Singh and Dr. John P.
 Thomas were presented the medal
 at a ceremony on the island in New
 York.
 Instituted in 1986 by the National
 Ethnic Coalition of Organizations
 to recognize the contributions
 made by immigrants, the medals
 are named after Ellis Island, the
 gateway through which more than
 12 million early immigrants
 passed.
 Bheddah, who immigrated from
 Kutch, Gujarat, in 1960, has been
 helping the less fortunate through
 the India Association of Long
 Island and the Interfaith Nutrition
 Network since 1994.
 Continued on page 4See Ellis Island medal supplement pages 9-29
 From left, Ravishankar Bhooplapur, Peter Bheddahand Dr. Leena N. Doshi.
 Obama hosts key worldleaders at Camp David
 Indian rupee to touch55 a dollar?
 Washington: President Barack
 Obama began four days of intense
 international diplomacy by welcom-
 ing seven of the world's most pow-
 erful leaders to join him at Camp
 David on May 18.
 The gathering of the Group of 8 --
 the U.S., Great Britain, France,
 Germany, Italy, Japan, Canada and
 Russia -- represents the largest such
 event ever held at the presidential
 retreat in Maryland's Catoctin
 Mountains.
 While the two-day summit will be
 overshadowed by the follow-on
 NATO conference in Chicago for 61
 visiting heads of state -- a summit
 that will help determine the future
 course of Afghanistan -- the more
 intimate G-8 get-together is a major
 event on Obama's social calendar.
 Only twice before has Camp
 David been used for summitry, and
 in each case, only two other coun-
 tries were invited: In 1978,
 President Carter invited Israeli
 Continued on page 4
 Mumbai: The Indian rupee recov-
 ered a bit after earlier dropping to its
 third consecutive daily record low
 on May 18, tracking a recovery in
 domestic stocks and after a central
 bank deputy governor said the
 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) would
 continue to defend the currency.
 RBI's Subir Gokarn said the cen-
 tral bank will continue with its inter-
 vention as well as administrative
 measures to support the local cur-
 rency, which has fallen over 10 per-
 cent since its February peak.
 The rupee also recovered despite
 the battering of other global risk
 assets as it approached the psycho-
 logically key level of 55, and as
 traders speculated the RBI was still
 liable to implement measures after
 already targeting deposits and
 exporters' foreign currency
 accounts.
 "I think the rupee is oversold.
 There cannot be an unidirectional
 move. I expect the RBI to come in
 with some measures which will pull
 Continued on page 4
 G8 Summit will be largest worldleader gathering at Camp David.
 The rupee has fallen 3.1 percentso far in May.
 Facebook makes its debut onWall Street
 New York: Internet giant,
 Facebook began trading on the
 New York Stock Exchange on May
 18. Mark Zuckerberg, wearing his
 trademark hooded sweatshirt,
 remotely rang the bell to open
 trade on the Nasdaq, marking a
 record-setting public offering for
 Facebook.
 Amid a crowd at the social net-
 work's California headquarters,
 Zuckerberg and hundreds of
 Facebook employees cheered the
 market open. Priced at $38 per
 share, Facebook shares will trade
 under the symbol "FB" on the
 Nasdaq.
 Facebook's IPO, the internet
 giant co-founded by Mark
 Zuckergerg is the largest internet
 company initial public offering.
 The company had set a price band
 of $34-$38, as against the earlier
 range of $28 to $35.
 Continued on page 4
 Priced at $38 per share, Facebook shares will trade under the symbol "FB" on the Nasdaq.
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 Akshaya Patra opens kitchenin Nathdwara, Rajasthan
 Stoneham, MA: 10 year-old Rakesh
 lives in abject poverty in Jaipur, Ra-
 jasthan, India. His father, a snake
 charmer by profession, earns a meager
 US $15 per day with which he must
 feed and clothe his large family includ-
 ing his wife, 5 children and himself.
 Snake charmers in India typically visit
 towns and villages on market days and
 during festivals to earn money for their
 family’s daily subsistence. However,
 owing to the Wildlife Protection Act,
 which enforces strict safeguards over
 snakes, the family’s earning has be-
 come threatened and Rakesh’s father
 has taken to playing music at weddings
 and celebrations. This fetches him a
 very sporadic and uncertain income; a
 threat to the family’s wellbeing.
 Against this background, the meal that
 The Akshaya Patra Foundation pro-
 vides to Rakesh at school is a life line
 for the family. Studying in grade 5 in
 Government Higher Primary School in
 Rajasthan, he is able eat a fresh, nutri-
 tious, unlimited meal in school and
 take a little food home as well.
 The Akshaya Patra Foundation, a
 public-private partnership and one of
 the world’s largest NGO -run mid-day
 meal programs, serves over 156,000
 children in Rajasthan. Recently, the or-
 ganization has reopened a 32,000
 square foot, technology intensive, cen-
 tralized kitchen in Nathdwara, Ra-
 jasthan which has the capacity to serve
 75,000 school children. Madhu Srid-
 har, President and CEO of Akshaya Pa-
 tra USA remarked, "What makes us
 happy is when we hear from teachers
 that children are performing better in
 school because of proper nutrition. The
 fact that more children start enrolling
 in Rajasthan schools is encouraging.
 For many children this is their only
 complete meal of the day and serves as
 an incentive for them to attend class-
 es." For more information, or to learn
 more about other locations served in
 India,visitwww.foodforeducation.org
 India Day Parade in Iselin on August 12Ashok Ojha/SATimes
 Edison, NJ: The Indian Business
 Association, the umbrella body of In-
 dian businesses on Oak Tree Road in
 Edison-Iselin area, has decided to
 hold this year’s India Day Parade on
 August 12. The parade, however,
 will confine in the Iselin part of Oak
 Tree Road due to previous rivalry
 with another organization.
 Aimed at clearing controversy IBA
 called a meeting of community lead-
 ers to announce its decision while the
 rival Oak Tree Road Business Asso-
 ciation sent fillers for united parade
 which was ridiculed by the IBA sup-
 porters. “We should prevail upon the
 Mayor of Edison not to issue permit
 to anyone else for holding a second
 parade on Oak Tree Road,” said Ki-
 ran Desai, a prominent Democrat and
 community leader.
 IBA also announced the election of
 Kapil Shah, as its new president, who
 has been associated with the organi-
 zation since its inception. Shah, a
 travel agent by profession was unan-
 imously elected and wholeheartedly
 supported by the outgoing president
 Chandrakant Patel. The meeting was
 attended by representatives of a vari-
 ety of cultural organizations.
 “We are capable of organizing a
 spectacular parade to celebrate In-
 dia’s Independence Day,” said Man-
 her Shah, IBA’s past president. “Our
 doors are open for everyone,” he de-
 clared. IBA claims to have created
 amenities for shoppers on Oak Tree
 Road. “We worked with local offi-
 cials to bring free public parking to
 Iselin” said the organization’s press
 statement. “We worked with political
 organizations in Edison to register
 hundreds of members from our com-
 munity to vote. We worked with lo-
 cal businesses to decorate Oak Tree
 during the Winter Holidays.”
 According to announcement made
 by Indian Business Association, the
 parade will originate and end in the
 Iselin section of Woodbridge. Last
 year the rival organization Oak Tree
 Business Association applied for and
 acquired permit to hold parade in
 Edison section of Oak Tree Road.
 The parade, however, was postponed
 for a week due to rain. The post-
 ponement was seen by many as the
 success for IBA parade.
 The businesses in the area didn’t
 seem to be happy with the prospect
 of two parades. A number of business
 owners strongly opposed the idea of
 holding two parades and asked the
 new IBA president to work for unit-
 ing the parade. Peter Kothari, the
 new president of Oak Tree Road
 IBA, who is also a former president
 of IBA, sent emails to community
 folks to support him for holding a
 united parade. Kothari’s efforts,
 however, didn’t make a headway.
 Ashok Ojha/SATimes
 Edison, NJ: Waving Indian and US
 flags hundreds of New Jersey based
 Indian Americans gathered in front
 of the State House in Trenton, NJ to
 protest against the bias intimidation
 law which was used against Ravi for
 spying on his gay roommate with a
 webcam.
 They demonstrators chanted ‘No
 jail time for Dharun Ravi’, “We want
 justice”, and “Free Dharun Ravi.”
 A few days earlier a public meeting
 was held in Edison, NJ to appeal to
 justice for taking a sympathetic ap-
 proach in the case in which the jury
 convicted Ravi in March. Speakers at
 the public meeting appealed commu-
 nity folks to demonstrate unity on
 matters that affect the members of
 the Indian community. As a follow
 up action the Trenton demonstration
 was organized. Community activist
 Peter Kothari, a Republican and ho-
 telier Satish Mehtani were in fore-
 front of the demonstration organized
 to support Ravi.
 Ravi’s parents worked with com-
 munity folks to mobilize support but
 many think that such efforts should
 have been made earlier. “The com-
 munity should have been mobilized
 when the hearing was going on in the
 court,” said Sam Khan, an Edison
 based Republican who posted mes-
 sages of support for Ravi on his Face
 book page.
 The judge in the case is scheduled
 to declare his final judgment on May
 21. Ravi’s lawyers have asked the
 judge to overturn Ravi’s conviction
 while the prosecutor’s office recom-
 mended jail time for him.
 As Kothari said, “It is ironical that
 the bias law, which was passed by the
 New Jersey legislature after the infa-
 mous ‘dot buster hate crime’ against
 people of Indian origin, was being
 applied to another Indian, who was
 not charged with causing death to his
 roommate, Clementi, who commit-
 ted suicide after Ravi’s spying
 episode.” Community leaders protest in front of State House in Trenton
 Indian Americans rally to keep Dharun Ravi out of jail
 Consul General of India New York, Amb.Prabhu Dayal hosted a receptionwelcoming the Chairman of Bank of India Alok Misra at New India House.Narendra Prasad, Chief Executive of Bank of India's US operation intro-
 duced Misra on the occasion.Seen in the Photo: Consul General Amb.Prabhu Dayal, Bank of India Executive Director Mr Sheshadri, ChairmanAlok Misra & CEO US Operations Narendra Prasad. ( Photo: Ashok Ojha )
 New IBA president Kapil Shahmaking the announcement
 (Photo: Ashok Ojha)
 Dietitian Rita Batheja conferred ‘Excellence in Legislative Advocacy Award’ New York : Internationally renowned Registered Dieti-
 tian and Integrative Nutritionist Rita Kashi Batheja, MS
 RD CDN, founder of the Indian American Dietetic Asso-
 ciation is the recipient of the Excellence in
 Legislative Advocacy award for the New
 York State Dietetic Association on Friday
 May 4th 2012 in Albany, New York during
 their Legislative reception.
 Rita is involved in grass root efforts since
 1996 advocating for Licensure and Medical
 Nutrition Therapy (MNT) Coverage for Diabetes, Car-
 diovascular and several chronic conditions. She has met
 with over 150 local and national lawmakers including
 senators, congressmen, assemblymen, comptrollers,
 county executives, councilman/women, district attorneys,
 mayors, town supervisors, surgeon generals and past US
 President. She has been tirelessly lobbying on the Capi-
 tol Hill since 1998, almost fourteen years and has been
 visiting to help pass legislation for dietitians, in Long Is-
 land, Albany and Washington. She thanked President
 Clinton in person who signed the MNT bill which in-
 cludes Registered Dietitians to provide Medical Nutrition
 Therapy to patients who have diabetes and kidney dis-
 ease. Upon Assemblyman Felix Ortiz’s invitation Rita
 testified at a hearing on Long Island on the benefits of
 MNT provided by a Registered Dietitians (RD). Current-
 ly Rita serves as Public Policy and Reimbursement Chair
 for the DIFM Practice Group of the Academy.
 Rita Batheja
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 Ellis Island Medal winners story Continued from page 1Bhooplapur is president of Xavier
 University School of Medicine and founder
 and chairman of Gift of Life. He contributes
 to several humanitarian causes.
 Chopra, a professor of medicine at Harvard
 Medical School and a senior consultant at
 Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Centre in
 Boston, is the author of five books, including
 "The Ten Tenets of Leadership."
 Mumbai-born Doshi with a medical degree
 from Bombay University started a radiology
 practice in 1985 after completing her residen-
 cy in radiology at Lenox Hill Hospital in
 New York. Her family runs a number of radi-
 ology centers in New York and Florida
 .Jain is founding partner and chief medical
 officer of Buena Park, California-based
 AppleCare Medical Management LLC, a
 medical management services organization
 that manages AppleCare Medical Group and
 AppleCare Hospitalists Group.
 Shah is founder of the Philadelphia-based
 Hersha Hospitality Trust, a co-founder and
 current president of the India Heritage
 Research Foundation and a founder of Hindu
 American Religious Institute.
 Singh is chairman and CEO of Telcom
 Ventures and plays a leading role in the
 development and deployment of emerging
 wireless technologies.
 Kerala-born Thomas is the founder of
 Operation HOPE (Healing Outreach to
 People Everywhere). A general surgeon in
 Lubbock, Texas, he has done volunteer work
 in India, Bolivia, Kenya, Haiti, Honduras,
 and Iraq.
 Obama hosts key world leaders storyContinued from page 1Prime Minister Menachem Begin and
 Egyptian President Anwar Sadat for nearly
 two weeks of peace talks that ultimately led
 to a peace treaty the following year.
 In 2000, President Clinton invited Israeli
 Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian
 Authority chairman Yasser Arafat for talks
 that proved unsuccessful.
 The agenda is full: Security issues, particu-
 larly Iran's nuclear program, will dominate at
 Friday's working dinner, Donilon said. The
 leaders also will take up violence in Syria,
 threats from North Korea and political
 progress in Burma.
 Indian Rupee storyContinued from page 1
 back the rupee to 54-53.50 levels to the dol-
 lar," said Subramanian Sharma, director at
 Greenback Forex.
 The USD/INR settled at 54.42/44 per dollar
 compared to the earlier close of 54.48/49,
 according to State Bank of India closing data.
 Still, more measures from the RBI are
 expected after the rupee has hit record lows
 in the previous three sessions, surpassing the
 previous all-time lows hit in December.
 The rupee has fallen 3.1 percent so far in
 May, despite foreigners being net buyers of
 $357 million in local stocks and bonds during
 the period.
 Wall Street storyContinued from page 1US stocks opened higher as investors
 awaited the historic market debut of
 Facebook, with Europe's financial crisis
 momentarily receding from view. In the first
 two minutes of trade, the Dow Jones
 Industrial Average jumped 47.38 points, or
 0.38 per cent, to 12,489.87.
 Facebook is selling an up to 18 per cent
 stake in the company at a valuation of $104
 billion, comparable to the market worth of
 Amazon.com Inc, and exceeding that of
 Hewlett-Packard Co and Dell Inc combined.
 The highly anticipated offering, the largest
 by a US Internet company and the second-
 largest in US history after Visa Inc, vaults the
 eight-year-old Facebook to the front ranks of
 corporate America.
 Author Nader on Ramayanaand Physiology
 Healthfirst set to present ‘2012South Asian Health Day Festival’
 By Vikas Girdhar/SATimes
 Garden City, NY: Dr. Tony Nader,
 author of Ramayan in human physi-
 ology: Discovery of the Eternal
 Reality of the Ramayan in the struc-
 ture and function of Human
 Physiology, spoke on Wednesday at
 Akbar Restaurant in Garden City,
 New York, in front of the members
 of American Association of
 Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI).
 The purpose of the event, entitled “A
 New Paradigm: Veda-The Science of
 Sound” was to express how the Veda
 and the Ramayana have been
 revealed as blueprints of the human
 body and entire universe, as shown
 by pioneering research.
 “I’m going to highlight just a few
 points of what modern science tries
 to understand in terms of who we
 are, where we are, how are we made
 of, what’s our reality, from where do
 we come, and what constitutes life,”
 said Dr. Nader, who studied internal
 medicine and psychiatry and
 received his medical degree from the
 American University of Beirut and
 also holds a Ph.D in Brain and
 Cognitive Science from M.I.T.
 “These questions, if you hear them,
 you’re saying ‘are we going to talk
 about religion or spirituality? No,
 science actually is trying to under-
 stand and is able and has been recent-
 ly able to understand how and what
 constitutes life as a whole and what
 constitutes the universe.”
 By Vikas Girdhar/SATimes
 H i c k s v i l l e , N Y: H e a l t h f i r s t
 announced at the All-American
 Political Party Office in Hicksville,
 New York its partnerships with
 several local community organiza-
 tions, as it prepares to present the
 ‘2012 South Asian Health Day
 Festival’ on June 9.
 The festival, which will be held
 at Apna Bazaar in Hicksville, New
 York, will provide health education
 and increase awareness about treat-
 ment and prevention of diseases
 that affect the South Asian commu-
 nity.
 “Our June 9 event—we bill it as
 a festival—will be particularly tar-
 geted toward the South Asian pop-
 ulation,” said Pat Wang, President
 and CEO of Healthfirst. “All com-
 munities have specific health con-
 ditions that they worry about and
 about which there is susceptibility
 and that is no different for the
 South Asian community as far as
 diabetes, heart disease, and other
 cardiovascular issues such as high
 cholesterol. We serve over 30,000
 members in Nassau County, many
 of who are South Asian and so this
 initiative is very important to us.”
 The festival will be held from
 11am-3pm and will include activi-
 ties and health screenings such as
 blood pressure screenings, BMI
 screenings, cancer screenings,
 breast imaging information, and,
 on the lighter side, a magic show,
 live DJ, face painting and free
 giveaways.
 The panel of speakers at
 Tuesday’s press conference was
 comprised of doctors and represen-
 tatives of Healthfirst’s most
 notable partnerships, including
 North Shore LIJ, NuHealth,
 Queens-Long Island Medical
 Group and American Dental.
 Healthfirst is a not-for-profit
 managed care organization estab-
 lished in 1993 that offers low or
 no-cost health insurance to eligible
 individuals and families living in
 the New York metropolitan area
 and New Jersey. It provides a vari-
 ety of government-sponsored
 health insurance programs, includ-
 ing New York State’s Child Health
 Plus, Family Health Plus and
 Medicaid.
 Dr. Tony Nader, author ofRamayan in Human Physiology.
 Pat Wang, President and CEO ofHealthfirst.
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 Prof Kamal Bawa donates sustainability award money
 Washington, DC: India-born profes-
 sor Kamal Bawa has donated the
 entire prize money of one million
 Norwegian Kronor (about Rs.10 mil-
 lion) from the world's first major
 international sustainability award to
 the Indian organization he founded in
 1996.Bawa, distinguished professor of
 biology at the University of
 Massachusetts, Boston, is the 2012
 winner of the Gunnerus Sustainability
 Award from the Royal Norwegian
 Society of Sciences and letters
 (DKNVS).
 He gifted the prize money to the
 Bangalore-based Ashoka Trust for
 Research in Ecology and the
 Environment (ATREE), a research
 institution in the areas of biodiversity
 conservation and sustainable develop-
 ment. Bawa is its founder and presi-
 dent. The Gunnerus Sustainability
 Award is given for outstanding scien-
 tific work that promotes sustainable
 development globally and the first
 award was given to Bawa for his work
 on biodiversity in Central America,
 the Western Ghats in India and the
 Himalayas. At the acceptance ceremo-
 ny in February, Bawa said it was
 unfortunate that almost all money in
 international assistance goes to proj-
 ects rather than to strengthening insti-
 tutions. Standing by his belief that "it
 is institutions that transform soci-
 eties", Bawa donated the award
 money to ATREE."The gift is a fine
 example of philanthropy at its best. It
 also endorses Bawa's commitment to a
 better world and to ATREE," said
 Pheroza Godrej, a member of the gov-
 erning board of ATREE.
 Brewer sorry, says it's renaming 'Kali-Ma' beerWashington, DC: A US brewer says it is
 "scrambling" to rename its new beer "Kali-
 ma", after the Hindu goddess Kali, following
 an outpouring of criticism from Hindus with
 the issue being raised in the Indian parlia-
 ment. The label of the beer made by
 Burnside Brewing Company in Portland,
 Oregon, featured the four-armed goddess
 Kali standing among three severed heads.
 "In response to pleas from the Hindu com-
 munity we have decided to postpone the lim-
 ited release of 'Kali-ma' our imperial wheat
 ale flavored with Indian spices and Scotch-
 Bonnet peppers," the company said in a
 statement on its Facebook page. "It is NEVER our inten-
 tion at Burnside to offend or alienate any race, creed, reli-
 gion or sexual orientation, the company," it said.
 Burnside Brewing owners said they got the
 idea from the movie "Indiana Jones and the
 Temple of Doom", where Jones is forced to
 drink a potion called "the black sleep of Kali
 Ma" that puts him into a trance.
 "The inspiration for the beer label simply
 came from a favorite childhood movie in the
 'Indiana Jones' series and we were unaware
 that it could be offensive to anyone."
 "To those who have been patiently waiting,
 we humbly ask that you wait just a little
 longer and to anyone we have offended we
 sincerely apologize," it said. The issue was
 raised in India's upper house Tuesday with
 the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) demanding that
 the government immediately summon the US ambassador
 as the religious feelings of Hindus were being hurt.
 Sikhs in turbans can nowserve Washington police
 Washington, DC: Sikh police officers in the
 American capital will be allowed to wear tur-
 bans, beards and other religious items while
 on the job.
 The new uniform policy announced by
 Washington DC police Chief Cathy Lanier
 Wednesday makes it the first major metropoli-
 tan police department in the US to permit
 Sikhs to maintain their articles of faith.
 Developed with the Sikh American Legal
 Defence and Education Fund (SALDEF), the
 new police policy states that Sikh officers can
 wear turbans that are the same color as the
 uniform that they would otherwise be required
 to wear, with the department badge that is nor-
 mally on hats pinned to the front of the turban.
 Male Sikh officers will also be able to wear
 beards that are neatly kept. Other officers are
 allowed to grow beards if they get a waiver
 from the department.
 Lanier said that it is hard to find qualified
 police officers, so it is practical to accommo-
 date candidates who would otherwise be fit
 for the job. "This is a common-sense deci-
 sion," she said.
 There are no known observant Sikhs among
 Washington's roughly 3,800 officers.
 However, the new policy was motivated in
 part because a Sikh who will graduate from
 the Police academy in August and plans to
 become a reserve officer, has requested the
 accommodation, Lanier said.
 "This first of a kind guidance by one of the
 nation's premier law enforcement agencies
 serves as a model for other agencies across the
 country." said Jasjit Singh, Executive Director
 of SALDEF In other parts of the country,
 Sikhs have had to fight for religious accom-
 modations, he said, noting that nine years ago
 members of the Sikh community sued New
 York City to become traffic enforcement offi-
 cers. In the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
 Department, observant Sikhs can serve in the
 reserves but not as full-time officers.
 Arunava Majumdarleaves top energy job
 Washington, DC: Arunava
 Majumdar, a top Indian-American
 scientist, is leaving his job at the US
 energy department as the Senate has
 not confirmed his elevation as an
 undersecretary at the department.
 President Barack Obama Tuesday
 withdrew Majumdar's nomination,
 which was sent to the Senate on
 Nov 30 last year, a brief White
 House announcement said.
 However, Science journal citing
 Energy Secretary Steven Chu
 reported that Majumdar, who has
 led the energy department's
 Advanced Research Projects
 Agency-Energy (ARPA-E) for near-
 ly two-and-a-half years, will leave
 June 9.
 "Under Arun's leadership, we have
 seen ARPA-E grow from a fledgling
 program to become a leading
 agency for innovation and energy
 research," Chu wrote to agency staff
 members in an e-mail last week.
 "Arun has recruited some of the
 most talented professionals across
 the country to join the ranks at
 ARPA-E and create programs that
 have the potential of changing the
 entire energy landscape."
 Majumdar came to Washington
 from Lawrence Berkeley National
 Laboratory in California. "Arun's
 departure is a kick in the stomach,"
 Barton Gordon, a former member of
 the US House of Representatives
 who spearheaded the creation of
 ARPA-E in 2007, was quoted as
 saying.
 Gordon, now a lobbyist with K&L
 Gates in Washington, DC, said
 Majumdar is a "good scientist and a
 good organizer who created a good
 bipartisan following [in Congress]
 for ARPA-E. I don't think people
 realized what a good politician he is.
 He's a what-you-see-is-what-you-
 get kind of guy."
 Arunava Majumdar
 Washington/New Delhi: The US has
 slapped sanctions on Chhota Shakeel and
 Ibrahim Tiger Memon, two top aides of
 underworld don Dawood Ibrahim, the
 alleged mastermind of the 1993 Mumbai
 bombings that left over 250 dead, in a
 move "to target the nexus of crime and
 terrorism in South Asia."
 The US move was Wednesday wel-
 comed by India, which stated that narco-
 terrorism is a threat to itself and the glob-
 al community.
 It also asked Pakistan, without naming
 it, not to harbor these men but to bring
 them to justice.The US treasury depart-
 ment Tuesday designated the two as nar-
 cotics traffickers citing their ties to "D
 Company," which it called "one of the
 world's most notorious criminal organiza-
 tions" that is run by kingpin Dawood
 Ibrahim, believed to be currently residing
 in Pakistan.
 As a result of the US sanction, Shakeel
 and Memon will have any of their assets
 under US jurisdiction frozen. In addition,
 US citizens are prohibited from entering
 into transactions with the pair.
 According to the treasury, Dawood
 Ibrahim's lieutenant Shakeel coordinates
 "D Company" activities with other organ-
 ized-crime and terror organizations.
 And Memon, a "trusted lieutenant",
 controls the organization's businesses
 across South Asia and is wanted by Indian
 authorities for his involvement in the
 1993 Mumbai bombings, it said.
 Interpol has issued provisional arrest
 warrants or "red corner notices" for both
 Shakeel and Memon, who are Indian
 nationals.
 US slaps sanctions on Chhota Shakeel, Tiger Memon
 University of South Florida President Judy Genshaft presented businessleader N R Narayana Murthy Murthy with the USF President’s GlobalLeadership Award, praising him for his entrepreneurial spirit. In photo,
 Murthy stands with (l-r) USF Provost Ralph Wilcox, USF President JudyGenshaft and Karen Holbrook, Senior Vice President for Global Affairs.
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 Washington, DC: Veteran Ohio
 Congressman Dennis Kucinich, a
 liberal stalwart who lost his primary
 race after redistricting forced him to
 run against another Democratic
 incumbent, said on Wednesday he
 had ruled out a congressional bid in
 Washington state.
 Kucinich, 65, had said after he
 was defeated in March by Marcy
 Kaptur, the longest-serving woman
 in the U.S. House of
 Representatives, that he was consid-
 ering the possibility of relocating to
 Washington state to run for
 Congress anew.
 Encouraged by some supporters
 who had initiated a move to draft
 him there, Kucinich was said to be
 eyeing one of three open,
 Democratic-leaning House seats in
 Washington, but faced criticism that
 such a bid would smack of carpet-
 bagging.
 In a statement he posted online,
 the eight-term Cleveland Democrat
 best known for his outspoken anti-
 war views and failed effort in 2008
 to have then-President George W.
 Bush impeached said he would
 retire from elective politics when his
 current term in office expires in
 January.
 "At the end of this term, I will
 have served 16 years in the House
 of Representatives," he wrote.
 "After careful consideration and dis-
 cussion with (wife) Elizabeth and
 my closest friends, I have decided
 that, at this time, I can best serve
 from outside the Congress."
 Kucinich is considered one of the
 most liberal members of the House,
 where he has championed such
 causes as workers' rights, universal
 health care and campaign finance
 reform.
 He also staunchly opposed the
 Iraq war, so much so that he intro-
 duced articles of impeachment
 against Bush, alleging misconduct
 against the president, and forced an
 impeachment vote on the House
 floor. The measure failed.
 Elected at age 23 to the Cleveland
 City Council, he went on to serve as
 Cleveland's mayor from 1977 to
 1979, becoming the youngest chief
 executive of a major U.S. city and
 earning the nickname of "boy
 mayor."
 Later in his career, he ran twice
 for the Democratic presidential
 nomination, in 2004 and in 2008.
 After Ohio lost two congressional
 seats following the 2010 U.S.
 Census, a redrawing of political
 boundaries by the state's
 Republican-dominated legislature
 forced Kucinich and Kaptur to com-
 pete against one another in a single
 district.
 Kucinich lost the Democratic pri-
 mary, but said in his statement on
 Wednesday that he received about
 75 percent of the vote from previous
 constituents who were included in
 the newly redrawn district.
 Washington, DC : Lawmakers
 moved toward a confrontation over
 the government's power to detain
 suspected terrorists on Wednesday
 as the Republican-led House of
 Representatives began debate on a
 defense policy bill the White House
 has threatened to veto.
 Representative Adam Smith, the
 top Democrat on the House Armed
 Services Committee, sought to
 amend the law to guarantee people
 arrested in the United States on ter-
 rorism charges could not be
 detained indefinitely without trial or
 transferred to military custody.
 Other lawmakers, concerned that
 Smith's proposals went too far,
 sought to defuse the issue by pro-
 posing amendments that would clar-
 ify the rights of citizens to challenge
 their detention in court.
 The amendments are being pro-
 posed as part of the National
 Defense Authorization Act, an annu-
 al bill that sets defense policy and
 authorizes spending levels for the
 Pentagon.
 This year's bill proposes a $554
 billion base budget for the Defense
 Department, nearly $4 billion over
 what President Barack Obama has
 proposed.
 It seeks to overturn many of the
 cuts proposed by the Pentagon as
 part of efforts to reduce defense
 spending by $487 billion over the
 next decade, prompting a White
 House veto threat on Tuesday.
 Smith, joined by a bipartisan
 group that included Republican
 presidential contender Ron Paul,
 warned that laws passed since the
 September 11, 2001, attacks had
 eroded constitutional guarantees
 against unreasonable detention.
 Current law enables the president
 to declare a person, including a citi-
 zen, an enemy of the state and order
 his indefinite detention, the group
 told a news conference.
 Defeated Ohio Democrat Kucinichdeclines run in Washington state
 Confrontation brews inCongress over detainee law
 Dennis Kucinich
 Adam Smith
 Washington, DC: Mitt Romney
 raised just over $40 million for his
 campaign and the Republican
 National Committee in April—a
 pace that nearly matched the $44
 million that President Obama
 raised during the same period.
 The New York Times was first
 to report the figure, which
 includes money raised for
 Romney's 2012 campaign and the
 "Romney Victory Fund," a joint
 fundraising effort with the RNC.
 A Romney aide confirmed the
 numbers, which will be formally
 released later this morning.
 That's a major increase from the
 $13 million Romney raised during
 March, when he was still in the
 heat of the Republican primary.
 While President Obama has
 been raising money for both his
 campaign and the Democratic
 National Committee for months,
 the presumptive Republican nom-
 inee merged fundraising opera-
 tions with the RNC only last
 month. The move allows him to
 accept contributions as much as
 $75,000 a piece from individuals,
 who contribute not just to the
 RNC joint account but a series of
 accounts set up with state parties.
 A Romney aide offered no
 details on the exact split of how
 much money was raised for
 Romney's main campaign account
 versus the Romney Victory
 Committee. The two committees
 will jointly report just over $61
 million cash on hand.
 Romney raises over $40 million inApril, almost matching Obama
 Mitt Romney
 Obama tries ‘hoagie diplomacy’with congressional leaders
 Washington, DC: President Barack Obama on
 Wednesday took a novel approach to courting congres-
 sional leaders due at the White House for lunch—he
 got takeout.
 Obama made the brief trek from the White House to
 a nearby Taylor Gourmet sandwich shop, where he
 held a round table with small-business owners, includ-
 ing Taylor Gourmet co-owners Casey Patten and David
 Mazza. He then headed back to the presidential man-
 sion with an armload of sandwiches.
 "My message to Congress—and I'm going to have a
 chance to see the congressional leadership when I get
 back to the White House; I'm going to offer them some
 hoagies while they're there—is 'Let's go ahead and act
 to help build and sustain momentum for our econo-
 my,'" Obama said at the shop.
 "There will be more than enough time for us to cam-
 paign and politick, but let's make sure that we don't
 lose steam at a time when a lot of folks like these are
 feeling pretty optimistic and are ready to go," the presi-
 dent said.
 Obama paid cash—$62.70, according to a photo-
 graph of his receipt—for the lunch. The president
 ordered a 12-inch "Spruce Street Hoagie," which has
 roast turkey, prosciutto, roasted red peppers and sharp
 provolone. But neither a Taylor employee nor a White
 House aide could say what he picked up for his
 guests—Democratic Senate Majority Leader Harry
 Reid, Republican Senate Minority Leader Mitch
 McConnell, Republican House Speaker John Boehner
 and Democratic House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi.
 The president's policy proposals for steadying the
 still-weak economy haven't received much of a wel-
 come from congressional Republicans, but his choice
 of sandwich shop added a little bipartisan air to
 Washington. "I stand with the President in favor of
 Taylor Gourmet," Boehner spokesman Brendan Buck
 said on Twitter.
 President Barack Obama on Wednesday
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2G: After 15 months, Raja is out of jailNew Delhi: After 15 grueling months, former
 telecom minister and DMK leader A. Raja
 walked out of Tihar Jail here after getting bail
 in the 2G spectrum case with a rider that he
 can't visit his former office or his home state
 Tamil Nadu without permission.
 Raja's numerous supporters, many from
 Tamil Nadu, broke into wild sloganeering and
 clapping once special CBI judge O.P. Saini
 told Raja that his bail plea was accepted -- the
 last of 14 accused in the case to be enlarged on
 bail.
 The celebrations continued outside Tihar
 Jail as Raja eventually walked out five min-
 utes after 7 in the evening, and then at his resi-
 dence here on Moti Lal Nehru Marg, with
 many waving the DMK's red-and-black flags.
 Firecrackers went off at both places. Aides
 distributed sweets. "Considering the progress
 of the trial, period of custody of the accused
 and the fact that all other accused have been
 released on bail, I am of the opinion that fur-
 ther detention of the accused would not serve
 any purpose and, for these reasons, I am
 inclined to grant applicant (Raja) bail," Judge
 Saini said, overruling objection from the
 Central Bureau of Investigation.
 He directed Raja not to visit the department
 of telecommunications (DoT) or Tamil Nadu
 without the court's permission.
 In Chennai, the DMK expressed confidence
 that Raja would eventually triumph in the
 legal battle. "We are happy. Getting bail is part
 of the legal process. We are confident that
 Raja will come out clean in the whole
 episode," DMK spokesperson T.K.S.
 Elangovan said.
 There were celebrations in Raja's hometown
 Perambalur, around 300 km from Chennai,
 too.
 Besides the 14 individuals, three companies
 were also charged in the spectrum case related
 to 2G spectrum licenses allocated during the
 tenure of Raja as communications minister.
 Raja will appear in the court on all dates
 fixed for hearing of the case either personally
 or through his counsel.
 Raja resigned as minister Nov 14, 2010 after
 the Comptroller and Auditor General reported
 that his 2008 decision to allocate 2G spectrum
 on a first-come-first-served basis had caused
 the exchequer a presumptive loss of Rs.1.76
 lakh crore. The CBI arrested him Feb 2, 2011.
 The Supreme Court in February cancelled 122
 spectrum licenses allocated during Raja's
 tenure.
 Former telecom minister A. Raja outsidethe Parliament in New Delhi.
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 ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
 MAY & SEPTEMBER 2012 ADMISSIONS.
 XAVIER OFFERS NEW SCHOLARSHIPS
 FOR THE BASIC SCIENCES
 * 4 YEAR OR 5 1/2 YEARS MD PROGRAMFOR MOTIVATED STUDENTS
 * CLINICAL ROTATIONS IN THE UNITEDSTATES
 * LOW STUDENT/TEACHER RATIO* USMLE REVIEW WITH KAPLAN* SUPERIOR FACULTY AND IDYLLIC
 LOCATION FOR THE STUDY OF MEDICINE* PAYMENT PLAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE
 Merit Scholarship
 MCAT 25-29 $1500* PER SEMESTER
 MCAT 30-34 $2000* PER SEMESTER
 MCAT 35UP $3250* PER SEMESTER
 * MAINTAIN MINIMUM HONORS TO QUALIFY FOR FURTHER SEMESTERS
 * ONLY SEMESTER MD1 THROUGH MD4
 Operation IPL: BCCI suspends five playersNew Delhi: The Indian Cricket Board has sus-
 pended five players pending an inquiry in the
 wake of a sting operation by a news channel
 claiming corruption in domestic cricket,
 including the lucrative Indian Premier League
 (IPL).
 The Board of Control for Cricket in India,
 which took the decision following the IPL
 Governing Council referred the matter to it
 after its emergency meeting, barred T.P.
 Sudhindra (Madhya Pradesh-Deccan
 Chargers), Mohnish Mishra (MP-Pune
 Warriors), Amit Yadav (Goa-Kings XI
 Punjab), Shalabh Shrivastava (Uttar Pradesh-
 Kings XI Punjab) and Abhinav Bali
 (Himachal Pradesh).
 IPL commissioner and Board spokesman
 Rajeev Shukla said a thorough inquiry would
 be conducted and the guilty will be severely
 punished. "The BCCI has decided to suspend
 the five players pending inquiry into the
 matches which also includes domestic games.
 We have set up a committee to provide a pre-
 liminary report and it will be made public in
 15-20 days. Ravi Sawani, former Central
 Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and currently
 the head of BCCI's anti-corruption unit, will
 be heading the investigation panel," Shukla
 said.The issue also created an uproar in the
 Lok Sabha with the members seeking a thor-
 ough probe. The Samajwadi Party's
 Shailender Kumar brought up the matter dur-
 ing Zero Hour and the debate was carried for-
 ward by former India cricketer Kirti Azad.
 Azad, a member of the team that won the
 1983 World Cup, pointed to the genesis of
 corrupt practices in cricket, saying it all start-
 ed in 1996 when the World Cup was held in
 the subcontinent.
 Azad also talked of irregularities in the IPL,
 particularly when the second edition of the
 Twenty20 league was shifted to South Africa
 in view of the 2009 General Election.
 The suspension of the cricketers comes a
 day after the sting operation showing players
 negotiating with the undercover reporters over
 underhand financial contracts from the IPL
 franchises. The footage showed medium-pacer
 Sudhindra discussing the amount he would
 charge for bowling a no-ball during the IPL
 while another fast bowler Shrivastava claimed
 that franchises lure players promising to pay
 through underhand deals more than the stipu-
 lated cap of Rs.30 lakhs for an uncapped IPL
 player. While Sudhindra could not be reached
 for a comment, Shrivastava pleaded
 innocence.
 The issue also created an uproarin the Lok Sabha with the members
 seeking a thorough probe.
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 'India can grow 8-9percent for 20 years'
 New York: India can grow at between 8
 or 9 percent for the next 20 years with a
 supportive global environment, its
 Planning Commission's Deputy
 Chairman Montek Singh Ahluwalia has
 said.
 "In the five years prior to the crisis, the
 Indian economy grew at an average rate
 of 9 percent. Following the crisis, it
 slowed down to an average of just over
 percent," Ahluwalia said during a UN
 General Assembly debate on "State of
 the World Economy and Finance in
 2012".
 "We believe India has the potential to
 grow at rates between 8 or 9 percent for
 the next 20 years and to do so in an
 inclusive manner."
 Noting that there are many challenges
 India has to face domestically to achieve
 this target, Ahluwalia said it "would be
 greatly helped if the global environment
 is supportive, and we are willing to
 work with others to make it so."
 Ahluwalia cited several things that the
 global community do to restore growth
 in the developing world.
 These included an early agreement on
 the resolution of the sovereign debt
 problem in the Eurozone and a well
 functioning international financial sys-
 tem channeling resources efficiently
 around the world.
 "Given the much higher growth poten-
 tial in developing countries, a well func-
 tioning financial system should ensure a
 sufficient flow of long term capital
 towards them," he said.
 Calling for an early conclusion of the
 Doha Development Round to "send a
 major positive signal to the global com-
 munity, Ahluwalia said: "The economic
 woes we face today cannot be overcome
 without the major developed countries
 taking the lead to stimulate economic
 growth."
 Steps at the national level must be
 accompanied by a broader based
 advance in improving global gover-
 nance, he said seeking more voice and
 participation for important developing
 countries in the decision making struc-
 tures of the international financial sys-
 tem.
 BJD, AIADMK backSangma for presidency
 New Delhi: Chief
 Ministers Naveen Patnaik
 of Orissa and J.
 Jayalalithaa of Tamil Nadu
 backed former Lok Sabha
 speaker Purno Sangma for
 the presidency, giving a
 new twist to an election in
 which the Congress and
 the Bharatiya Janata Party
 have not revealed their
 cards.
 Sangma's pitch for a
 tribal candidate found sup-
 port first from Biju Janata
 Dal (BJD) leader Patnaik
 and AIADMK's
 Jayalalithaa, in a move
 which could see more
 regional leaders join hands
 with the two.
 Sangma is, however, yet
 to get the support of his
 own Nationalist Congress
 Party (NCP).
 NCP spokesperson D.P.
 Tripathi said Sangma had
 not approached the NCP.
 "As a UPA ally, we under-
 stand our boundaries,"
 Tripathi said.
 The Congress did not
 react Thursday to the BJD-
 AIADMK move. BJP
 leader Mukhtar Abbas
 Naqvi said the party had
 not discussed the Sangma
 issue. "NDA will sit down
 and discuss this," Naqvi
 said.
 Patnaik said in
 Bhubaneswar: "We will
 support Sangma. He is the
 most appropriate candi-
 date for the post."
 Jayalalithaa issued a
 statement in Chennai
 backing Sangma, who quit
 the Congress in 1999 after
 accusing party president
 Sonia Gandhi of being a
 "foreigner". Jayalalithaa
 said: "The AIADMK takes
 pride in supporting the
 candidature of Sangma."
 Chennai: The sharp
 depreciation of the rupee
 has spooked the parents of
 students studying abroad.
 With the rupee plunging to
 a new low of 54.89 vs dol-
 lar on May 18, many of
 them are an anxious lot.
 Most parents preferred to
 pay the term fees in install-
 ments and now are literally
 paying the price for it.
 They said they did not see
 it coming and were won-
 dering how they would
 manage as they still had to
 contend with the living
 expenses even if they took
 care of the fees.
 "Most students, who go
 overseas for higher educa-
 tion, are from middle or
 upper middle class fami-
 lies. Now, they find them-
 selves forced into a hand-
 to-mouth existence.
 Increasing their allowance
 by even $50 is becoming
 more difficult," said
 Chandrika Sagar, mother
 of Praveen, who is pursu-
 ing an MS in Thayer
 School of Engineering in
 the US.
 In Praveen's case, an
 educational loan covers his
 entire tuition fee unlike in
 India. Students abroad use
 downloaded study materi-
 als, borrow books and even
 get hand-medowns. So
 even though the tuition fee
 may not pinch, living
 expenses will.
 Some parents who paid
 the fee at one go were
 relieved. K R Maalathi,
 mother of Pavithra, a stu-
 dent of the London School
 of Economics, said, "I
 couldn't afford the collater-
 al security the banks asked
 for giving my daughter an
 educational loan. So I paid
 her fees myself. I made the
 decision to pay the entire
 tuition fee at one go. At
 that time, I found it quite
 difficult but now I think
 it's the best move I made. I
 avoided spending a lot
 more money unnecessari-
 ly."
 Overseas education
 agents said that though
 universities give a waiver
 for upfront payment of
 fees, most parents (70%)
 prefer to pay it in two to
 three installments. "With
 the rupee depreciating by
 more than 20% since
 January, the difference
 between last term's fee and
 this term's has run into five
 digits. I did not take this
 into consideration when I
 planned the annual budg-
 et," said Siva
 Subramanian, whose son
 studies in Germany.
 Agents say this increase
 in expenses is unlikely to
 result in students dropping
 out, but could drive many
 to take up part-time jobs.
 "Most countries allow stu-
 dents to work a certain
 number of hours during the
 weekdays and full time
 during the holidays. The
 local population doesn't
 want to work in the week-
 ends, so many Indian stu-
 dents take advantage of
 this facility," said Naveen
 Chopra, chairman of The
 Chopras, an overseas edu-
 cation agency.
 Rupee fall: studentsabroad bear the brunt
 Former Lok Sabha speaker Purno Sangma.
 Planning Commission's Deputy ChairmanMontek Singh Ahluwalia.
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Ravishankar BhooplapurOutstanding Humanitarian
 He says he carries a contagion of serving others and that most people have theintent and inclination to do selfless service, but somebody needs to spark that.The distinguished Rotarian and successful entrepreneur, and now Ellis medal
 awardee, shares his life and mission with the readers of SATimes.
 By Parveen Chopra
 Ravishankar Bhooplapur has
 an aura of bustle around
 him. The action is always
 purposeful, often in service of lofty
 purposes. Giving--his time and
 money--comes naturally to him.
 But as we confirmed with him, to
 give you have to have first. Indeed
 he has been successful at his busi-
 nesses too. He readily shared his
 mantras of success with The South
 Asian Times.
 The basic facts of Bhooplapur's
 life and career are familiar to the
 readers of this paper. Here, howev-
 er, is the gist of that. He became a
 member of the Rotary Club of
 Dharwad, India at a young age in
 1980. He held various positions in
 Rotary in America before becom-
 ing District 7250 Governor in
 2009, the first Indian American to
 become Dist Governor in New
 York.
 Ravishankar & wife Jayasheela
 Bhooplapur are charter members of
 Rotary's "Arch Klump Society"
 with their portrait installed in the
 Hall of Fame at the World
 Headquarters in Chicago. He is the
 youngest recipient of all three top
 Rotary honors: 'Meritorious
 Service Award', 'Service Above
 Self' and 'Distinguished Service
 Award'.
 In 2005 Rotary Foundation
 (India) instituted a trophy in his
 name to be awarded to the Rotary
 districts in South Asia. In 2001, he
 founded Gift Of Life India project
 which helps to operate children for
 heart surgeries free of charge. He
 has also founded a 90-bed hospital
 in Ghataprabha, Karnataka, with a
 naturopathy center.
 Not only is he undertaking
 humanitarian projects in faraway
 lands in Africa and South America,
 he has also been serving the local
 community, where some segments
 too are in need. He has been instru-
 mental in getting grants - to North
 Shore Forrest Hill Hospital, New
 York; Glen Cove physically chal-
 lenged school, and medicines to
 Rotacare project in Hempstead,
 McDonald House, Lake Success,
 etc. Bhooplapur is the founder &
 CEO of Vision Financial Services
 in New York, an insurance broker-
 age firm. He is currently President
 of Xavier University School of
 Medicine (Aruba).
 Ravishankar and Jayasheela live
 in Syosset on Long Island. They
 have two children: daugter Manali,
 a medical student, and son Amogh
 studying in high school.
 Extracts from an exclusive
 interview with him in his office in
 Woodbury, NY:
 How do you feel about receivingthe Ellis Island medal?
 Bhooplapur: Of course, I am
 thrilled and honored and humbled
 to receive this honor, to be selected
 by the committee. One thing I
 notice is that it is not whom you
 know but what you have done is
 important. Ellis Island is great
 honor for an immigrant like us. Me
 coming here, working and making
 an inroad to getting the award. It is
 really fulfilling to feel honored for
 something I have done, though
 other people have done more than
 what I have done. Ellis Island is the
 place where many histories have
 been created, it is the great door
 where many intellectuals and tal-
 ented people entered this great
 country. Whatever little I can con-
 tribute to American society I am
 doing. When I look at the list of
 honorees this year and past years,
 most of the people have done truly
 significant work in their fields.
 For me it will be a historic day
 because I am very young and
 somebody can be inspired by look-
 ing at me, a person who came here
 just 20 years ago and what he has
 done. I myself never thought 20
 years back that one day I will be
 getting Ellis Island award.
 Awards generally inspire people
 to do still better and contribute
 more.
 What would have impressed theaward selection committee to giveyou the medal?
 Bhooplapur: I believe they
 received 3000-4000 nominations
 for the award. A majority of the
 awards go to the doctors. Because
 somebody doing an MD or a PhD
 is a benchmark. A person like me
 getting an award for what I am
 continuously doing is an honor. Of
 course, I never work for awards.
 This is a journey where you want
 to be helpful to your friends, your
 neighbbors, the mankind; or a serv-
 ice organization, whether you do it
 here or in Africa. It is contagious,
 and I like to say that I am a conta-
 gious person.
 Quite a few Indian Americanshave been recipients of the awardin recent years, what do youattribute that to?
 Bhooplapur: It is not a quota
 system. This year they have 11
 Chinese American awardees too.
 They do not look at ethnicity, but
 the overall body of your work. Of
 course, even from the Indian
 American community, there are
 many worthy people, the great
 causes they have been associated
 with, who should be getting this
 award.
 Why 7-8, I can name many
 deserving people who are doing
 great work, more than me, or doing
 it for many years. Some are shy, or
 not wishing for recognition. In gen-
 eral, more than others we the
 Indian American community have
 many more people worthy of this
 award. We come from a great
 democracy, and that democracy has
 taught many things, many good
 things. Though I am not against
 any community, but look at the
 Chinese who have migrated here, if
 they want to do charitable work
 back home, China will not allow
 them to do as a non-profitable
 organization. For us whether we
 grew up in a a village, town or sub-
 urb, we have a passion to help,
 whether it is our school, town, or
 village. Everyone who has been
 successful here faced difficulties to
 rise to the top, has an intention and
 inclination to help somewhere,
 some place. But only that spark has
 to come to them, or somebody has
 to spark them.
 Yet, there is a perception manyIndians here are only interested inmaking money, and are not both-ered about the community atlarge, or social work.
 Bhooplapur: That is true for
 many people, whose mindset is dif-
 ferent. We come with limited
 resources, may be with only two
 suitcases, then we have to work in
 this capitalistic society, find place
 to live, to feed our family, take care
 of our bills. Yet, you are going in a
 Continued on page 12
 11
 Ravi Bhooplapur, President,Xavier University School ofMedicine at the Graduation
 Ceremony 2011.
 A recent picture with wife Jaya, son Amogh and daughter Manali
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Continued from page 11
 6-lane highway, you are also
 advancing in your career. For
 example, my first job was $4 an
 hour at Dunkin Donuts. So if I am
 making many times more today,
 my thinking should also change in
 all respects. I should also look at
 my own backyard--things like
 Hurricane Katrina happened, or
 floods upstate, should we just sit
 back. No, we should help. School
 supplies may be needed some-
 where, or scholarships for students.
 Everyone says America is doing
 fine, but much needs to be done.
 Soup kitchens have to be fed, for
 example. This is our backyard.
 When your income level goes up,
 some X percentage you have to
 contribute. Everybody may not be
 doing it, but everybody has the
 intention. If asked for donation,
 everybody can afford to give a dol-
 lar or two. We South Asians are
 generous at heart. But that spark
 has to come. You have to con-
 tribute, to local or international
 community. Otherwise you will
 miss a great part of your journey of
 life.
 What made you come to the US?Bhooplapur : In India I was run-
 ning a printing business and also
 working as an insurance agent. I
 came here to study printing tech-
 nology. But when I went to school
 in Pittsburg, Kansas, I realized that
 what they were teaching I was
 much ahead of them. So I came to
 New York intending to return to
 India. The turning point was in late
 1992, when I spotted an ad in New
 York Times from an insurance
 company (now called Axa) for
 agents. I was hired, and the compa-
 ny sponsored my visa. I rose in the
 ranks. In 1997 I started my own
 brokerage. I still keep that business
 and take care of existing clients. I
 was involved in some IT business,
 had a good run, but with the dot-
 com bubble burst, we got out of it.
 In insurance, my target audience
 has been doctors and have sold
 policies worth a billion. In 2002
 the medical school idea came from
 a couple of doctors, but only Dr J
 Ganesh Bhat stayed on. I ended up
 not only getting permissions to
 start a medical school, but also
 buying a school, putting together
 Continued on page 14
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 Art of Living founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar inaugurating BhooplapurNaturopathy & Hospital in Ghataprabha, Karnataka, India.
 Ravi Bhooplapur with parents, Parvati and Basavraj Bhooplapur at theinauguration ceremony of the hospital.
 Gift of Life children operated in Coimbatore
 Ellis Island medal is a mile-
 stone in Ravi’s life and
 indicates judicious evalua-
 tion of an immigrant’s contribu-
 tion in America . As a father, I
 inculcated in him the spirit of
 service, honesty, hard work, time
 consciousness and dignity of
 labor. We, in India, infuse in our
 family members and others the
 cause of service to society above
 self.
 B.M. Bhooplapur
 Ravi’s father and President,Senior Citizens Welfare Trust,
 Dharwad, Karnataka
 Iam delighted that my dear
 friend and Rotarian of long
 standing, Ravi Bhooplapur,
 has received the prestigious Ellis
 Island Medal 2012. May God
 Almighty give him the strength to
 continue to preserve the richness
 of his heritage while becoming an
 integral part of the American way
 of life and continue to serve his
 fellow beings with the missionary
 zeal that he has always shown.
 Sushil Gupta
 Padma Shri, Director RotaryInternational (2003-05)
 Congratulations Ravi
 Bhooplpaur, Past Rotary
 Governor D 7250, on your
 well-deserved honor.
 Dr. Eileen Gentilcore
 Past Rotary Governor D 7250
 He is one of finest gentle-
 men I have met, who is
 doing public service for a
 long time, not just in India but in
 America also for those in need,
 and for organizations where he
 finds need. He may be low profile
 but his contributions are superb.
 Dr N.M. Kukar
 Former National Chairman,Association of Indians in
 America (AIA)
 Ihave known Ravi since the
 late 1990’s when I was
 Chairman of AAPIO
 (American Association of Indians
 of Indian Origin, charitable foun-
 dation).
 He served as an advisor to the
 Board and was very helpful in
 developing the basic medical care
 dispensaries in various parts of
 India. He was the first gentleman
 of Indian origin to serve as the
 Governor of Rotary International
 in New York City. He is a tireless
 worker and is interested in the
 betterment of humanity. His inter-
 est in healthcare and devotion to
 patient betterment combined
 when he promoted an excellent
 medical school in Aruba.
 Sincerely yours,
 R. Vijayanagar, M.D.
 Medical Director, AdvancedInnovative Medicine
 Distinguished EmeritusDirector, Heart Transplant
 Services, Tampa GeneralHospital
 It makes us immensely proud
 that you have been deservedly
 recognized for your efforts, as
 we have always known that,
 throughout your entire life, you
 have devoted yourself to noble
 humanitarian and philanthropic
 causes.
 Your unrelenting conviction and
 spirit to help others has been truly
 inspirational to all of us, and we
 know your remarkable passion
 will drive you to make even more
 valuable contributions in years to
 come.
 Dr. H.M. Thippeswamy
 Profuse praise
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Continued from page 12
 investors. From 140 students we
 have now close to 430 students. We
 are on the way to build one of the
 best medical schools in coming
 years.
 What inspires you in Rotarywhere you have had a long anddistinguished association?
 Bhooplapur: The first thing is
 Rotary's organizational setup.
 When I joined Rotary in 1980, the
 rules were different than they are
 today. Those days members of a
 club had to be from different pro-
 fessions, meaning you cannot have
 all bankes or all doctors. So that
 gives a diversification, of knowing
 a cross-section of society. Second,
 the tenure of officials is one year
 only. And this is a voluntary job.
 Rotary offers you many avenues of
 service: vocational, community,
 youth service, international. So you
 are not bound by one kind of serv-
 ice. Another organization may be
 only limited to building a temple,
 or doing health checkups. But in
 Rotary I can be in a literacy project
 or a healthcare project, or a water
 project in Uganda. That attracted
 me when I joined. Then the cama-
 raderie of a million members is
 marvelous. Most of the Rotary
 members I have met are the finest
 of the fine of that town, of that
 community. Of course, down the
 years, Rotary took up mammoth
 projects like polio eradication or
 disaster relief. It is a great organi-
 zation, were it not, Bill Gates
 would not have given 355 million
 dollars to Rotary Foundation (for
 the polio project) and we matched
 the grant with 355 million dollars.
 And this is a cause where mankind
 is our business. In this journey, I
 have met many wonderful people,
 who are my friends even today.
 But you have been taking upprojects outside the Rotary ambit
 also.Bhooplapur: Yes, for example
 that hospital project in Karnataka.
 Plus I have adopted 120 poor chil-
 dren in my town, Dharwad, taking
 care of their education from 1st to
 12th grade (a couple of them are
 now doing engineering and medi-
 cine, and I take care of their fees
 and all. I am also involved with the
 senior citizens of my town--those
 who needed help, healthcare, food
 or clothing, it is all done anony-
 mously from my own money.
 Our Gift of Life project in india
 is also outside Rotary though
 Rotary gave that platform. By now
 we have performed life saving sur-
 geries on 2600 children, a mjority
 of them Indian, but also from
 Africa, Pakistan, and neighboring
 countries. Even after my term as
 District Governor ended in 2010, I
 have stayed involved with Rotary
 work; in fact, I am busier than
 before. Rotary is my passion.
 What is the secret of your suc-cess, in business and charitableprojets?
 Ravi Bhooplapur: Whether the
 target is charity or effort to control
 weight, when you work on it in a
 focused way only then the opti-
 mum results come. If it is a charita-
 ble project, I want to know what it
 is, whether it is going to be helpful
 for a large number of people, etc.
 Then going deep into the project--
 what is the material required, what
 is the manpower required--that is
 another key to get results. Lot of
 time I identify future leaders in
 many walks of life, not necessarily
 rich people, but even somebody
 who has the ability to deliver and
 be a part of the good things I am
 doing. Also you have to nurture
 people you are working with for
 them to be future leaders.
 I always learn from others' mis-
 takes, their suggestions, how do
 they manage their lives, fulfil their
 obligations. This process I follow
 every day, every week, in my per-
 sonal life, business life, or charity
 work. In the last 5-6 years I am
 associating with like-minded peo-
 ple, with many different interests.
 For example, I have identified peo-
 ple who will like to be involved in
 charity work, and knowing what
 value they can bring to the table,
 how they can help us, whether it is
 money, materials, medicines, or
 technical assistance.
 I am grateful to many people--for
 what I received in material or spiri-
 tual terms, even as a parent, and
 that changed my life completely.
 So that is how I am always think-
 ing, how should money be allocat-
 ed, how should time be allocated. I
 have a very positive attitude and I
 like to associate with positive peo-
 ple.
 To be able to give you have tohave, so how to have first?
 Bhooplapur: All of us are born
 with some quality of giving in
 some form. To have it first, you
 have to have a desire to make it. If
 you are an employee, you have to
 impress your boss to get your first
 raise. You have to go the extra
 mile, not just do the 40-hour week
 and go home. As insurance agent, I
 did such a great job that I got a big
 raise for myself at the end of first
 year. For business people, they
 have to be smart, shrewd, cutting
 Continued on page 16
 Ravi Bhooplapur celebrating 10 years of Gift Of Life with RI President Elect Sakuji Tanaka
 Inducted into Rotary Hall of Fame in 2004. From left, former President Carl Wilhammer,Ravi, Jaya and children Manali, & Amogh , and Glenn Estees.
 With Rotary International President Kalyan Banerjee (2011-12), only the third Indian tohold that position in over a 100 year old service organisation, at a meeting of the committee
 looking after recently held RI convention in Bangkok.
 14
 Ravi with a Gift of Life child from Uganda operated in India
 A public felicitation for Ravishankar Bhooplapur in Dharwad, hishome town, attended by his family.
 Ravi Bhooplapur and his children Manali and Amogh visiting a childin the Gift of Life Program.
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Continued from page 14
 edge, competitive and watch your
 expenses. Finally, when you make
 more money, you will have extra
 money to give.
 Immigrants are known to go theextra mile, is that their secret ofsuccess?
 Bhooplapur: Immigrants have to
 make it, they have no choice. They
 have to make a place for them-
 selves, to prove themselves. But it
 is not true just of immigrants. Even
 Americans have had to work hard
 and had to go through a different
 lifecycle than us. All of us came
 here with the intention to have a
 better life, more money or more
 comforts. Immigrants have to work
 double hard because they are com-
 peting with existing market, exist-
 ing folks.
 With your multifarious activi-ties, how does family fit in?
 Bhooplapur: Family is impor-
 tant, if my wife does not support, if
 my children don't know what I am
 doing, then it has no significance
 for the family. My family, even my
 parents are fully aware of what I
 am doing. We just set aside money
 that we need for living. I maybe
 shrewd as a businessman, but when
 it comes to giving I want to give it
 and make sure that it helps some-
 body in some form.
 How do you balance work and
 life?Bhooplapur: That is an every-
 day challenge. You get better at it,
 you learn to have lot of patience
 dealing with your family, for exam-
 ple, and prioritize everything. In
 the end, it comes down to time
 management. How well you man-
 age your time will determine how
 successful you are, how happy and
 peaceful you will be, and how
 much you accomplish. But you
 have to also work with others'
 pace, be it your wife or people at
 work. I also multitask all the time,
 which helps because we we have
 only a certain number of hours in
 the day. I also start my day early.
 How do you unwind?Bhooplapur: My relaxation is, I
 enjoy watching good movies. I
 read a lot, recently I started reading
 inspiring speeches from Churchill.
 I also read what is the trend in the
 business I am in right now. I try to
 go deep into it. For example, at
 Xavier (University School of
 Medicine), we may not be the best
 that can be, but I would want to
 know how we can become the best.
 Then I share all that with my facul-
 ty. I am for any positive improve-
 ment in any aspect of our medical
 school. Personal development is
 also important - right diet, proper
 exercise, etc. Everything has to be
 in balance.
 You have the travel bug...Bhooplapur: For the last many
 years I travel about 100 days in a
 year. Traveling contributes to your
 self-improvement, You are in all
 kinds of situations, meet all kinds
 of people. Traveling makes you
 tough, learn a lot, learn to be
 patient. Look at other side of the
 world, how people behave, why
 they behave like that. You also
 have to anticipate what can go
 wrong, how you have to get going.
 In spite of all that how you get up
 the next day and travel to the next
 destination.
 Who have inspired you in yourlife?
 Bhooplapur: My teacher in
 school who inspried me to become
 a scout, which inspired me to know
 so many things. My father, who
 was principal of a college, who
 always used to wear a branded suit
 and a tie.
 I also read at an early age Dale
 Carnegie's 'How to Win Friends
 and Influence People', I still have
 that same copy. Of course Mother
 Teresa is most inspiring, so is
 Subhash Chandra Bose, some of
 the thing he did those days. In the
 south some maharajas built
 schools, and even a dam (in
 Mysore).
 Nargis Dutt Memorial Foundation Charity event in New York where Ravi was honored for hiswork toward cancer patients by actor, Dharmendra.
 With Congressman from New York Gary Ackerman
 16
 Visit to Rashtrapati Bhavan along with fellow Rotarian Sushil Gupta in2006 calling on President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam.
 A medical van donated by Bhooplapur
 With Rajashree Birla (in beige sari), who has given over $4.2 million to the Rotary Foundationfor polio eradication.
 Ravi, who is fond of traveling, Jaya &Amogh Bhooplapur during a family
 vacation in Switzerland.
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Peter Bheddah:Quietly serving humanity
 Ellis Island Medal of Honor is a well-deserved, long overdue award for theLong Islander doing yeoman service both in India and the US.
 By Parveen Chopra
 In a recent seminal book titled
 ‘Quiet: The Power of Introverts
 in a World That Can't Stop
 Talking’ author Susan Cain goes
 against the common perception of
 the go-getting abilities of extro-
 verts and makes a case for the
 introverts to whom we owe many
 of the great contributions to socie-
 ty--from van Gogh’s sunflowers to
 the invention of the personal com-
 puter.
 Now add the name of Peter
 Bheddah to introverts who achieve
 much and give much more. He
 admits – shyly--that he is shy and
 reserved. But look at what he has
 wrought in the form of community
 service and humanitarian projects
 both in his motherland India and
 his adopted land of America con-
 sistently and enduringly. Indeed,
 this is what made him an ideal can-
 didate for the Ellis Island Medal of
 Honor, which he received last
 week.
 In the words of his daughter,
 Karen O’Rourke: “The honor rep-
 resented over 50 years of hard
 work, sacrifice and most impor-
 tantly giving back to those less for-
 tunate.” Now, he has solely dedi-
 cated himself to charitable causes
 for over 10 years since his retire-
 ment from his successful electron-
 ics business. He told The South
 Asian Times that he intends to give
 a substantial part of his fortune to
 philanthropy after, of course, pro-
 viding adequately for his family.
 Peter is a Jain Kutchi from
 Gujarat and his real name is
 Chhotalal Vijpal Bheddah. He
 came to America as a student in
 1960 after his college in Chennai.
 IDC Marketing started by him in
 1972 grew to do millions of dollars
 of business annually in electronics
 wholesale trade. It was also the
 first Indian American company in
 the line.
 Having inherited altruistic genes
 from his grandfather who had set
 up hospitals and schools in their
 native place in Kutch, Bheddah’s
 own charitable activities started in
 1994 when he originated and pro-
 moted the concept of assisting the
 less fortunate through India
 Association of Long Island (IALI).
 He has since been a Grand Sponsor
 every year and has obtained truck-
 loads of food for IALI’s annual
 food drive. This has helped IALI to
 provide the Interfaith Nutrition
 Network, which operates 19 soup
 kitchens for the homeless people
 with more than 400,000 meals.
 After the 2001 earthquake in
 Bhuj, Kutch, Bheddah visited the
 devastated area with President
 Clinton. His commitment to the
 humanitarian cause has resulted in
 supporting projects worth
 $1,000,000 for rebuilding the
 earthquake-hit Kutch. The hospital
 in Bhujpur established by his fore-
 fathers in 1929 was demolished
 after the quake. However, with his
 efforts, a new 9,000 sq foot hospi-
 tal was opened in 2006 and is serv-
 ing 23 villages with excellent med-
 ical care.
 Bheddah is a past president and a
 director of the Nargis Dutt
 Memorial Foundation based in
 Long Island. The fundraising and
 completion of projects during his
 presidency (1992-94) have been
 unsurpassed on many counts.
 NDMF has completed recently a
 $150,000 project for the Indore
 Cancer Foundation Charitable
 Trust in Madhya Pradesh. NDMF
 has also given numerous Indian
 hospitals equipment for detection
 and treatment of cancer for needy
 patients -- and Bheddah has active-
 ly supported those efforts.
 He has been active for the last 30
 years in a wide variety of commu-
 nity and service organizations, and
 has held positions of responsibility.
 Among them he is a trustee of the
 Gujarati Samaj of New York (of
 which he was earlier the President),
 vice president of the Indian
 National Overseas Congress, a
 member of the Advisory Board of
 the Heart and Hand for the
 Handicapped, a director of
 KOJAIN, a community organiza-
 tion of Kutchis in the US.
 He married Dorothy in 1964. She
 has been his partner in his business
 and equally in his humanitarian
 work and philanthropic activities.
 Their elder daughter Karen is a
 production manager with Tommy
 Hilfiger and is married to William
 O’Rourke, a freelance cartoonist.
 They have two children, Grace and
 Liam. The second daughter Sheila
 is a neuroscientist in San
 Francisco.
 Excerpts from the exclusive
 interview Bheddah gave to The
 South Asian Times in his cosy
 house done up artistically by his
 wife Dorothy in Port Washington,
 on Long Island:
 SATimes: How do you feel aboutreceiving the Ellis Island medal?
 Bheddah: When you get such a
 medal of honor, you get inspired to
 do greater community work. I am
 very fortunate and blessed that our
 community work in different areas
 has helped the needy in India and
 America. I am with the Nargis Dutt
 Foundation, IALI Diwali food drive
 and this is rewarding for me. In the
 last 16 years we have given 400,000
 meals through the Interfaith
 Nutrition Network (INN) and in a
 few years I am confident we will
 have given 1,000,000 meals.
 Continued on page 24
 23
 Bheddahs at a food drive for Interfaith Nutrition Network. Town ofHempstead Supervisor Kate Murray is in the middle.
 The Bheddahs with President Bill Clinton and Hillary.Bheddah and Dorothy at the Ellis
 awards event.Late film star Sunil Dutt with Peter Bheddah, his wife Dorothy and
 their two daughters.
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Continued from page 23
 Where is your philanthropic ten-dency coming from?
 Bheddah: My grandfather was
 very generous and in Bhujpur he
 built schools, hospitals, libraries. I
 too have a strong affinity with that
 region though born in Burma. I do
 a lot of work for the hospital which
 was raised by my grandfather in
 Bhujpur which was hit by an earth-
 quake in 2001. We built 500 houses
 and two schools in Kutch. I feel
 very blessed that I could do what I
 have after getting financial success.
 What is your business successstory?
 Bheddah: We incorporated the
 business IDC Marketing for $125
 in 1972 and in a couple of years,
 business was flourishing. (Initially,
 he was doing two jobs working
 seven days a week, adds Dorothy).
 We were in the consumer electron-
 ics line selling telephones, TVs,
 VCRs, cameras, etc. We started as
 retail . and then went into whole-
 sale. I was the first Indian
 American to get into wholesale
 electronics business. Of course, we
 sold thousands of Sony Walkmans
 importing from Japan. We were in
 downtown Manhattan on Lafayette
 Street and had 10,000 sq ft ware-
 house. We were supplying in dif-
 ferent states of USA, and to
 Canada, West Indies and so on. We
 closed shop in 2001 when the elec-
 tronics business changed.
 Which projects you plan to workon next?
 Bheddah: In India we are not
 taking up more projects, instead
 ensuring that whatever projects we
 have are running smoothly as we
 are not there physically, but we
 support and monitor them. Since
 1995 Dorothy and I travel there
 every year and spend 2 to 3
 months. Dorothy supports a breast
 cancer check up and awareness
 project in hospital in Gujarat.
 Continued on page 26
 Rebuilt by Peter, Bheddah Hospital in Bhujpur in Kutch is a 20-bed hospital opened in 2006.
 With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh when he was visiting New York.
 Dorothy Bheddah inaugurates a medical camp in Gujarat.
 Bheddah honored by Jackson Heights Merchants Association, NY.Bheddah and other prominent community leaders at a meeting with
 Pramukh Swami Maharaj, head of BAPS.
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 Doing community proudS
 ince I was a child I’ve
 admired my father’s gen-
 erosity but seeing him
 receive the Ellis Island Medal of
 Honor on Saturday was truly
 overwhelming. The honor repre-
 sented over 50 years of hard work,
 sacrifice and most importantly
 giving back to those less fortu-
 nate. My father has solely dedi-
 cated himself to charitable causes
 for over 10 years since his retire-
 ment. He has instilled all of these
 same traits in me and I only hope
 that I can even fractionally meas-
 ure up to the high standards he has
 set for himself. I couldn’t be more
 proud of him.
 Karen O’Rourke
 Daughter
 It was really a great, fantastic
 and unforgettable function at
 Ellis Island where Peter
 Bheddah was honored with the
 Ellis medal. We felt that one of
 our own has been rightly honored
 for a long service rendered to the
 community. It was a proud
 moment not only for Bheddah but
 also for our community.
 Subhash Kapadia
 Board Member of JacksonHeights Merchants Association
 Icongratulate him on his award.
 As our trustee he has been
 actively involved in the
 Gujarati Samaj of New York. His
 generous donations have helped
 the Samaj.
 When involved with American
 India Foundation, he was able to
 collect funds for Gujarati Samaj
 for the Bhuj earthquake in
 Gujarat. For his helping nature
 and philanthropy, he is highly
 respected in the Gujarati and other
 communities of Tristate area.
 Jyotindra Patel
 Trustee, Gujarati Samaj of NewYork
 Peter Bheddah is the most
 deserving Ellis Island
 medalist and I am thrilled
 that this long overdue recognition
 has come for what he has done.
 He has been helping those in
 need and making others aware to
 wake up to this reality that there
 are people in need in our midst.
 Jean Kelly
 Executive Director, InterfaithNutrition Network
 Iam happy that Mr Bheddah
 has been honored with this
 award. He has done good
 work for Nargis Dutt Memorial
 Foundation and Gujarati Samaj of
 New York and also in India.
 Dr Bhupi Patel
 Community leader
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Continued from page 24
 You have been politically activealso…
 Bheddah: I like the Democratic
 party because they cover every
 segment of the population includ-
 ing those with less economic
 means, whereas Republicans are
 capitalistic oriented. Indian com-
 munity is more pro-Democratic
 than Republican. I joined a politi-
 cally active group in the 1980s. We
 supported and raised funds for can-
 didates for Congress like Peter
 Mathews and Neal Dhillon. They
 were the first Indian Americans
 who entered mainstream politics,
 were capable but were not success-
 ful.
 I did fundraising for Governor
 Mario Cuomo, for David Dinkins,
 the first African American Mayor
 of New York City, and Tom
 DiNapoli. We also worked for Bill
 Clinton’s campaign for President
 and for Hillary for Senate and for
 president.
 It is said that Indian Americansare not that active in publicaffairs….
 Bheddah: That is changing as
 seen in the number of Indian
 Americans working in the Obama
 administration. The new generation
 are participating and are also very
 successful. We had the advantage
 of knowing English as compared to
 say first generation Koreans or
 Chinese.
 Indian Americans are prosperous
 and many have achieved tremen-
 dous success like actor Kal Penn
 (Kalpesh Modi, a Gujarati) and TV
 journalist Fareed Zakaria. The
 transformation is slow to notice but
 is happening. We have already two
 Governors in Bobby Jindal and
 Nikki Haley. Somebody from a
 newer generation could become
 even President as America is a
 country that gives opportunities to
 deserving candidates.
 Every immigrant group that came
 to this country like Italians, Jews
 and Germans, came with very lit-
 tle, were hard working and there
 was opportunity to advance. This is
 happening on a continuous basis as
 America is a land of opportunities.
 Earlier people from India came
 with only eight dollars. They had to
 work hard and they made it possi-
 ble for their children to go for high-
 er studies. Today a lot of Indian
 American children excel in
 Spelling Bees and get scholarships.
 What is your involvement withGujarati Samaj of New York?
 Bheddah: In 2001 I took that
 responsibility as President. I am
 pleased to state that we did lot of
 fundraising, reduced the debt, reor-
 ganized the finances of the Samaj
 and today we have a new building
 and a community center—the first
 community center from any Indian
 community in New York. It is in
 Flushing, a 10,000 sq ft space with
 a good capacity to seat 700 people.
 What is the secret of success ofGujaratis?
 Bheddah: Gujaratis are hard
 working, enterprising, and support
 their own. I am a Kutchi from
 Gujarat. Kutchis used to control
 100% of grain business in Bombay
 and even now they are going
 strong, though many have moved
 to other areas. My own family was
 in the grain business in Bombay. I
 went to Madras because every six
 months there were Hindu-Muslim
 riots and my school was in a
 Muslim area and it would remain
 closed for 2 to 3 months. After col-
 lege, I came to the US on a student
 visa. I got my green card in 1963
 because I was born in Burma and
 there was a quota for that.
 How did you happen to marryDorothy?
 Bheddah: My wife, Dorothy
 Memolo, now Bheddah, was born
 in northeastern Pennsylvania. She
 studied at Barnard College,
 Columbia University, and earned a
 BS in chemistry.
 We met in Columbia University
 where I had come as a foreign stu-
 dent and we got married in 1964.
 How has marriage between twopeople of different religions andcultures panned out?
 (Dorothy chips in that they make
 compromises and work on it to
 make it work. She is comfortable
 wearing salwar-kameez, and sari
 for special occasions).
 Bheddah: A Methodist
 Christian, Dorothy has kept her
 religion and goes to church and I
 accompany her once in a while.
 Last year we traveled to Jain tem-
 ples in Mount Abu and Rannakpur
 in India.
 We are both big movie fans. She
 likes Hollywood and I like
 Bollywood movies. She likes play-
 ing tennis and we both like cycling.
 I was a state level table tennis play-
 er in Chennai.
 Did having her by your sidehelped you integrate well in socie-ty?
 Bheddah: She is very social
 while I am shy and reserved. But
 when it is time to break the barriers
 I do what is needed and GET
 THINGS DONE.
 You and Dorothy are travelbuffs…
 Dorothy: Peter is good with
 vacation planning.
 Bheddah: In 2009, we went to
 Burma where I was born. We have
 also traveled to Sri Lanka,
 Thailand, Cambodia, and Japan.
 This month we are going to China
 –to Beijing and Shanghai. Then,
 we have been to different part so of
 India, where we go every year.
 Peter and Dorothy with daughters Sheila and Karen O’Rourke, and her husband and kids.
 Peter Bheddah introducing Hillary Clinton at Bombay Palace, NewYork, when she was standing for Senator.
 Peter Bheddah given a sendoff in India when he was coming to USA in 1960.
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 © 2012 Marriott International, Inc.
 ULTIMATE ELEGANCE AT LONG ISLAND MARRIOTT.The Long Island Marriott, a premier venue for weddings on Long
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 grand wedding.
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 is a perfect venue for your special day, because extraordinary
 events deserve an extraordinary setting.
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Recipients of EllisIsland Medal of Honor
 for the year 2012
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 r. Sanjiv Chopra is
 Professor of Medicine
 and Faculty Dean for
 Continuing Medical Education
 at Harvard Medical School and
 Senior Consultant in
 Hepatology at the Beth Israel
 Deaconess Medical Center,
 Boston.
 Dr. Chopra has more than 120
 publications and five books to
 his credit. He is Editor-in-Chief
 of the Hepatology Section of
 UpToDate, the most widely
 used electronic textbook in the
 world (subscribed to by an esti-
 mated 450,000 physicians
 worldwide).
 Awards bestowed upon him
 include: The George W. Thorn
 Award – 1985; he received the
 highest accolade from the grad-
 uating class of Harvard Medical
 School, the Excellence in
 Teaching Award – 1991; The
 Robert S. Stone Award – 1995;
 American Gastroenterological
 Association’s Distinguished
 Educator Award – 2003;
 Elected as a Master of the
 American College of
 Physicians, a singular honor
 bestowed to only a select few
 individuals for being “citizen
 physicians, educational innova-
 tors, scientific thinkers and
 humanists who inspire those
 around him or her and sets the
 standards for quality in medi-
 cine” in 2009.
 Dr. Chopra serves as the
 Course Director of several
 CME courses including seven
 annual Current Clinical Issues
 in Primary Care (PriMed).
 Each conference is attended by
 4,000 – 8,000 clinicians.
 His recent book, “Dr. Chopra
 Says: Medical Facts and Myths
 Everyone Should Know,” co-
 authored with Dr. Alan Lotvin,
 was published in January of
 2011. It has received wide
 acclaim and has been translated
 into multiple languages.
 The paperback version of the
 above book, “Live Better, Live
 Longer. The New Studies That
 Reveal What’s Really Good and
 Bad for Your Health,” was pub-
 lished in March of 2012.
 His book, “Leadership by
 Example: The Ten Key
 Principles of all Great Leaders”
 will be published by St. Martins
 Press in May of 2012. It has
 received singular advanced
 praise by many leaders in the
 United States and abroad.
 Sanjiv Chopra, M.D., MACP
 Hasu P. Shah has been
 the Chairman of the
 Board since its incep-
 tion in 1998. He founded the
 Hersha Group with the pur-
 chase of a single hotel in
 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in
 1984. In the last 25 years,
 Shah has developed, owned,
 or managed over 50 hotels
 across the Eastern United
 States and started affiliated
 businesses in general con-
 struction, purchasing, and
 hotel management. He has
 earned numerous awards,
 including the Entrepreneur of
 the Year award given by Ernst
 & Young LLP and the
 Creating a Voice award given
 by Project IMPACT, honor-
 ing South Asian American
 community leaders. Shah and
 his wife, Hersha, are active
 members of the local commu-
 nity and remain involved
 with charitable initiatives in
 India.
 Mr. Shah has been an active
 Rotarian for nearly 25 years
 and continue to serve as a
 trustee of several community
 service and spiritual organi-
 zations including Vraj Hindu
 Temple and the India
 Heritage Research
 Foundation. In 2010, Hasu
 and his wife, Hersha Shah,
 received the prestigious
 Tocqueville Award from the
 United Way for their out-
 standing humanitarian efforts
 locally and around the world.
 Mr. Shah received a Bachelor
 of Science degree in
 Administration from
 Pennsylvania State
 University, which named him
 as a Fellow. Shah is also an
 alumnus of the Owner and
 President's Management pro-
 gram at the Harvard Business
 School.
 Hasu P. Shah, Chairman, Hersha Hospitality Trust
 Leena Doshi was born in
 Bombay, India. She
 received her medical
 degree reading borrowed
 books while tutoring to sup-
 port her family. She came to
 the United States in 1973 and
 did her radiology residency at
 Lenox Hill Hospital in New
 York City.
 In 1985, after working at
 Flushing Hospital for 8 years,
 the entire radiology depart-
 ment was fired but that adver-
 sity defined her future suc-
 cess. She started her first pri-
 vate practice right across the
 street from the hospital and
 today she owns 30 radiology
 centers in New York and
 Florida, employing 1200 peo-
 ple and making Doshi
 Diagnostic Imaging Services
 one of the largest privately
 held practices in the U.S.
 Doshi attributes her success
 to education and hard work.
 She was helped by many peo-
 ple and many organizations to
 get where she is today, and
 considers it her duty and call-
 ing to help others in society.
 In 1997 she started The
 Doshi Difference program in a
 New York based high school
 to promote math and science.
 The program was such a suc-
 cess that it has now been
 offered as one of the special
 programs in the New York
 City Public School system.
 Every year there are over
 1,000 applicants and currently
 about 400 students are partici-
 pating in the program.
 Today she is in the process
 of opening the first STEM
 (Science, Technology,
 Engineering, Mathematics)
 Charter High School in col-
 laboration with the State
 University of New York
 (SUNY). It will be the first of
 its kind on the campus of
 SUNY at Old Westbury.
 She also has been nominated
 by Governor Cuomo to serve
 on the Board of Trustees of
 SUNY.
 Besides being a successful
 entrepreneur and philanthro-
 pist, she believes there is no
 limit to human achievement,
 and that there is always time
 to do everything in spite of a
 busy life.
 She is active and athletic
 and loves all sorts of sports, as
 spectator as well as partici-
 pant, with tennis and golf as
 her personal passions. She
 has run the Long Island and
 New York City marathons and
 is also an accomplished
 sculptor.
 Dr. Doshi and her husband,
 Nitin, believe in a well bal-
 anced life. Last year Nitin too
 was recipient of the Ellis
 Island Medal of Honor.
 They are proud parents of
 Neely and Nishat and their
 spouses Todd and Fran. But
 the true joys of their lives are
 now their grandchildren, Nile,
 Denali, Escher and Siena with
 a fifth grandchild on the way.
 Dr. Doshi believes in a con-
 centric circle of giving start-
 ing from family, to employ-
 ees, to communities and
 believes strongly that each
 one of us has the ability to
 make a difference if we only
 have the desire to do so.
 Leena Doshi, Radiologist
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The founder of
 Operation H.O.P.E.
 (Healing Outreach to
 People Everywhere), the
 Kerala-born Thomas, a
 Lubbock, Texas-based gen-
 eral surgeon and specialist
 in laparoscopic surgery, has
 volunteered for nearly 15
 years on trips to India,
 Bolivia, Kenya, Haiti ,
 Honduras, Iraq and other
 countries. He performs 20-
 25 surgeries on each visit.
 At the age of 14, while in
 India, he became very ill
 and death was imminent. It
 was during this “fight for
 his life” that he received the
 calling to become a doctor,
 he said.
 “I am led by God where to
 go and who to help next,”
 Thomas is quoted saying in
 media interview, adding
 that he “never imagined”
 that he would be recognized
 “with this prestigious
 award.”
 Since the earthquake in
 Haiti, Thomas has made
 nine visits to that country to
 help teach new trades to
 widows and feed more than
 1,500 children. ;
 He has funded 37 salaries
 for teachers, created a
 micro loan business and
 founded a fish-processing
 center.
 Thomas has mentored
 three National Football
 League players and for his
 service in Iraq was awarded
 a service medal by Joint
 Chief of Staff of Iraqi
 Forces General Babakir
 Zibari.
 He was also given a Red
 Cross Medical Champion of
 the Year award and received
 a U.S. flag that was flown
 on Capitol Hill Sept. 11,
 2006.
 Dr John P Thomas
 Dr.Rajendra Singh is
 the Chairman,
 Chief Executive
 Officer, and together with
 his family, the principal
 owner of Telcom Ventures,
 LLC, a private investment
 firm based in Miami,
 Florida specializing in
 telecommunications and
 related information tech-
 nologies. Under Dr. Singh’s
 direction, Telcom Ventures
 and its affiliates have
 launched numerous wire-
 less and other telecommu-
 nication systems through-
 out the world.
 Dr. Singh and his wife,
 Neera Singh, were instru-
 mental in founding Appex,
 Inc. (a billing services firm
 which was sold to EDS sys-
 tem in 1990), Portatel (a
 cellular operator in
 Mexico), BPL (a cellular
 operator in India), Wireless
 Ventures of Brazil, Avantel
 (a specialized mobile radio
 operator in Brazil and
 Colombia), Infonet (a GSM
 operator in Venezuela),
 Teligent (a competitive
 local exchange carrier),
 LCC International (a con-
 sulting services company),
 and Mobile Satellite
 Ventures (a communication
 services provider in North
 America). Dr. Singh con-
 tinues to play a leading role
 in the development and
 deployment of emerging
 wireless technologies.
 Dr. Singh received his
 doctorate degree in electri-
 cal engineering from
 Southern Methodist
 University in 1980, his
 Masters of Science from
 the University of Maine
 and his Baccalaureate of
 Technical Science from the
 Indian Institute of
 Technology. He has a dis-
 tinguished record of aca-
 demic achievements begin-
 ning with a published doc-
 toral dissertation on
 "Spectrum Efficient
 Schemes for Mobile Radio
 Communications” and sev-
 eral technical publications.
 As a former faculty mem-
 ber of both Kansas State
 University and City
 College of New York, Dr.
 Singh has contributed
 extensively to the academic
 and professional develop-
 ment of the wireless
 telecommunication indus-
 try. He is currently on the
 board of trustees of John
 Hopkins University School
 of Medicine, the board of
 overseers of the University
 of Pennsylvania School of
 Engineering and Applied
 Sciences, the board of
 directors of Pan IIT USA
 and the board of directors
 for the U.S. Chamber of
 Commerce. Dr. Singh is an
 avid runner and enjoys
 snow and water skiing.
 Jain is founding partner
 and chief medical offi-
 cer of Buena Park,
 Calif.-based AppleCare
 Medical Management, LLC,
 a medical management
 services organization that
 manages AppleCare
 Medical Group and
 AppleCare Hospitalists
 Group
 AppleCare has grown
 from 20 employees in 2003
 to over 140 currently. There
 are more than 400 primary
 care physicians and 450
 specialists in the healthcare
 network.
 A graduate of the
 University of Bombay, Jain
 completed his residency in
 internal medicine at Thomas
 Jefferson University
 Hospital in Philadelphia. He
 held fellowships in hepatol-
 ogy and gastroenterology,
 respectively, from the
 University of Miami,
 Florida, and Cedar-Sinai
 Medical Center in Los
 Angeles, Calif.
 Jain has served as chair-
 man of the department of
 medicine at St. Francis
 Medical Center, a board
 member of Downey
 Regional Medical Center
 Memorial Trust Foundation
 and a board member of the
 YMCA in Los Angeles
 County.
 His charitable involve-
 ment includes the American
 India Foundation, South
 Asian Helpline And
 Referral Agency and the
 Jain Center of Southern
 California.
 Dr. Rajendra Singh, entrepreneur
 Dr Surendra V Jain
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 For a moment, imagine
 yourself as a filmmaker
 who has been given this
 scenario to make a film - three
 flatmates who fall for the same
 hot, young woman but she is no
 damsel in distress but a strong
 woman with a mind of her own.
 If you were told to make a roman-
 tic comedy out of this basic plot
 line, what would you have done?
 Wouldn't some hilarious guf-
 faws and scenes creep up in your
 mind for such an interesting sce-
 nario? Sadly, the NRI writer and
 director of "Love, Lies And
 Seeta" couldn't come up with
 these. The result - you have a film
 that isn't even five percent of
 what it could have been.
 Three flatmates Rahul (Arjun
 Gupta), Tom (Michael Derek)
 and Bhavuk (Lavrenti Lopes) liv-
 ing in New York, fall for Seeta
 (Melanie Kannokada). But Seeta
 does not believe in love. To make
 the three of them realise their
 mistakes, she agrees to date… all
 three of them. Eventually though,
 Seeta indeed falls in love. But
 with whom?
 The most fundamental problem
 with the film is its lack of energy.
 In the beginning of the film, the
 actors are so seemingly uncom-
 fortable and are so much 'acting',
 that it is jarring. The dialogue
 delivery of every single actor
 lacks energy as if it's a great
 effort to cough up those lines. A
 small acting workshop prior to
 shooting would have helped mat-
 ters.
 To compound this problem is
 the soundtrack. The director obvi-
 ously does not know that often
 the most important dialogue in a
 film is its silence.
 Almost every second of the film
 is filled up with a loud back-
 ground score that seems jarring to
 the ear.
 The team obviously have musi-
 cal ambition, but to shove it into
 every second of the film is a little
 uncalled for.
 Then there are too many narra-
 tors. First, it is Seeta's father who
 becomes the narrator and then,
 suddenly out of nowhere, it is her
 friend and then it is again the
 father.
 There's no hint or intimation as
 to why this happens. It doesn't
 really end up serving anything
 more than showing the laziness of
 the writer and his inability to
 imagine a little more sophistica-
 tion.
 Then there are too many flash
 backs, which like the change of
 narrators, keeps popping up for
 no rhyme or reason.
 Though there are a handful of
 funny moments in the film, bad
 execution ensures that they too
 die in a whimper. Yet, the funni-
 est thing is in the end, where a
 sequel is extremely loudly
 hinted at.
 Ambition is one thing, but
 ambition has to be a bit realistic.
 To believe that such a bad script
 could have a sequel, ends up
 being the funniest gag in the film.
 A scene from 'Love, Lies and Seeta.
 After denying Poonam
 Pandey's claim about mak-
 ing Bollywood debut in his
 film, now Amit Saxena has taken a
 U-turn. He has confirmed signing
 the strip queen. "Given her sexy
 image, no doubt Poonam will add
 value to the film," he told Mid Day.
 The Jism director had earlier
 denied the reports to a daily saying:
 "This is appalling. Somebody has
 jumped the gun on me. I had a cou-
 ple of informal meetings with the
 team. I've not confirmed anything,
 so I didn't want to comment."
 So what was that for? "I had just
 met the producers twice and they
 didn't want the film to be talked
 about until things were final. I was
 also surprised and angry to read
 about it earlier. But now that it is on
 and Poonam has been confirmed,
 I'm talking," the tabloid quoted him
 as saying. The starlet says her debut
 film is a coming-of-age tale, some-
 thing that people have not seen
 before: "I've rejected 30 offers. But
 there was something very special
 about this movie. I have heard sev-
 eral story narrations, but this story
 was unique. I am sure people have
 not seen something like this before.
 My character is extremely interest-
 ing," she said.
 Saifeena to wedin Oct-Nov:
 Saba Ali Khan
 Tusshar Kapoor becomes a
 'butt' of several jokes as he
 dares to ape John
 Abraham's butt act from Dostana.
 In the picture, he pulls down his
 trunks exposing his derriere but
 what screams for attention is his
 man boobs. Seriously, what was
 he thinking! Well, this was his
 attempt to pull off a spoof on John
 Abraham in his upcoming film
 Kyaa Super Kool Hain Hum.
 Better luck next time!
 Here're are some jokes:Pankaj Gokhale (@iPankkaj):
 Tusshar Kapoor is trending .. So
 the Mayan Calender thingy was
 right .. End is near :| (sic)
 Shri Sree Sreenath
 (@sree2weets): Tusshar Kapoor is
 trending in India nw..What hap-
 pened?Did he changed his usual
 expression of :-( (sic)
 Suyog Chandak (@suyogchan-
 dak): If Tusshar Kapoor can trend,
 the world should not wait till 21st
 Dec to end, it should happen
 immediately (sic)
 Smriti Singh (@RjSmritii): Do
 Ekta Kkapoor knows Tusshar
 Kapoor is trending? No no if she
 will know thn shayad Tusshar
 might get a role in Bade Ache
 Lagte Hai ;P (sic)
 Kanishk Chouhan (@kan-
 ishk2391): The champion Uday
 Chopra has got a serious chal-
 lenger in the shape of Tusshar
 Kapoor!!
 aCoolFunnyTweetTypo (@cool-
 funnytshirt): And its clear from
 his bare-all-body pic that Tusshar
 Kapoor has finally come to the
 terms that his 'acting' no more
 works! Its expose time!
 Tusshar does a John,slammed on Twitter
 'Love, Lies And Seeta' sloppy and lacks energy
 Poonam Pandey's B-Towndebut confirmed
 Poonam Pandey.
 Saif Ali Khan & Kareena Kapoor
 Review
 Tusshar Kapoor apes John Abraham's butt act from Dostana.
 Bollywood star Abhishek Bachchan will be
 seen in his first double role in "Bol
 Bachchan", a comedy said to be inspired by
 1979 classic "Golmaal".
 The first poster of the Rohit Shetty directed
 movie, features Abhishek in two different looks -
 one features the actor in a confident, macho and
 moustached look, and the other sees him in a more
 metrosexual look with a magenta floral shirt and a
 net vest.
 The poster serves the purpose - the mannerisms of
 both the characters look distinct. In the middle of
 the poster sits Ajay Devgn, wearing a black Pathani
 suit and yellow shades.
 The poster is bright and colourful, and depicts that
 the movie will be an action-packed, fun-filled affair.
 Presented by Fox Star Studios, and co-produced
 by Ajay Devgn Ffilms and Shree Ashtavinayak LFS
 Infra Ltd., the movie also features Asin Thottumkal,
 Prachi Desai, Krushna Abhishek, Neeraj Vora,
 Asrani and Archana Puran Singh.
 Abhishek's double 'dhamaal'in 'Bol Bachchan'
 Ajay Devgn, Amitabh Bachchan and AbhishekBachchan in Bol Bachchan.
 Actor Saif Ali Khan’s sis-
 ter, jewelery designer
 Saba Ali Khan has con-
 firmed that her brother will tie
 the knot with actor Kareena
 Kapoor in October-November,
 this year. “They are in the
 process of finalizing a date either
 in October or November,” said
 Saba at an event.
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 'Satyamev Jayate' growsmore popular than Aamir!
 'It's hard to keep up goodwork in Bollywood'
 The Rajasthan-set
 comedy "The Best
 Exotic Marigold
 Hotel" climbed into the Top
 10 at the US box office dur-
 ing the weekend of May 11-
 13 despite playing in only a
 limited number of theaters.
 Starring Judi Dench and
 Dev Patel, the critically
 acclaimed film grossed an
 estimated $2.65 million
 from only 178 theaters
 while most movies that
 made the list of most popu-
 lar films were playing in
 more than 1,500 theaters
 each.
 Films set in India rarely
 make the Top 10 in the US,
 but "Hotel" has grossed
 $3.7 million after its second
 weekend of release and will
 now open in additional
 cities across North America
 on May 18.
 The ensemble hit, which
 was named a Critics' Pick
 by The New York Times,
 follows a group of British
 retirees who decide to "out-
 source" their retirement to
 less expensive and seem-
 ingly exotic India.
 Rajasthan-set 'MarigoldHotel' makes top 10 in US
 Starring Judi Dench and Dev Patel, the criticallyacclaimed film grossed an estimated $2.65 million from
 only 178 theaters.
 I was nervous about weightycast: Dev Patel
 Actor Dev Patel, who is gearing up for
 the release of his forthcoming India-
 based film "The Best Exotic
 Marigold Hotel", says initially he was nerv-
 ous with the experienced heavy-weights in
 the film-cast.
 The movie, which is coming out this
 Friday, features Dame Judi Dench, Maggie
 Smith, Bill Nighy and Tom Wilkinson along
 with Indian actors Lillette Dubey and Tena
 Desae.
 "It was phenomenal - and that's an under-
 statement. It was amazing for me just to
 watch them. I was nervous with this weighty
 cast, of course, but John gave me the confi-
 dence to be free. Even the smallest scenes
 were great lessons for me," said Dev in a
 statement.
 Dev, known for his character in Danny
 Boyle's "Slumdog Millionaire", has a person-
 al connect with the film "The Best Exotic
 Marigold Hotel".
 "My mother has actually worked as a care-
 taker for the elderly and I was enticed by
 how vivid these characters are, by their sar-
 casm and their wisdom. I fell in love with the
 script because every character shines in his
 or her own different way and you believe in
 each of them," he added.
 Directed by John Madden, the movie
 revolves around a hotel in Rajasthan, adver-
 tised as India's answer for Britain's retired
 people.
 Kalki Koechlin comes from a non-film back-
 ground, but the actress has managed to carve a
 niche for herself with her unconventional
 choice of scripts. She however admits it is hard to
 keep up the good work in filmdom.
 "I feel lucky enough to have had a good start by
 working in alternate niche films like 'Dev D' that have
 a different style. I have got an opportunity to work
 with some very good directors, but it is hard to keep
 up the good work," Kalki said.
 "It is very important to choose the right kind of
 roles; and do not rush into grabbing projects. It is
 important to be patient. You might work for eight-nine
 months and be out of work for the rest of the time,"
 she added. The 29-year-old is known for portraying
 unconventional characters. She ventured into filmdom
 with critically acclaimed "Dev D", where she played a
 young girl who ends up becoming a prostitute. Later
 she did films like "Shaitan", "That Girl In Yellow
 Boots" and most recently "Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara"
 and "My Friend Pinto".
 The actress is now gearing up for the release of
 political thriller "Shanghai". Directed by Dibakar
 Banerjee, it takes a dig at the sad state of affairs in the
 country. The film has been inspired by a mid-1960s
 book "Z", by Greek writer and diplomat Vassilis
 Vassilikos. "Shanghai" will have its world premiere at
 the 13th edition of the International Indian Film
 Academy (IIFA) awards to be held in Singapore dur-
 ing June 7-9. It features Emraan Hashmi, Abhay Deol
 and Prosenjit Chatterjee.
 Bollywood star Aamir Khan's
 teleshow "Satyamev Jayate",
 where he deals with sensi-
 tive social issues backed by statis-
 tics, has surpassed his own populari-
 ty, indicates a survey on online
 Google searches. The first episode
 of "Satyamev Jayate" was aired on
 May 6 on Star Plus.
 Its concept was kept under wraps
 till then, but now it has become a
 winner thanks to issues like female
 foeticide and child sex abuse, and
 the way Aamir conducts the show.
 According to Google India, the
 country's netizens are searching
 more for the show as compared to
 online hits for 'Aamir Khan'.
 In a search through Google
 Insights, a service to find out about
 trending issues, it has been found
 that between the keywords
 "Satyamev Jayate" and 'Aamir
 Khan', the show is said to have
 attracted more people over the past
 seven days.
 As per available data, the show's
 popularity seems to be capturing
 Madhya Pradesh the most as it is
 driving the most number of search-
 es. Rajasthan is next on the list, and
 Gujarat takes the third spot.
 Also, popular search keywords
 related to the search are "Satyamev
 Jayate Download" and "Satyamev
 Jayate song".
 Aamir Khan's in 'Satyamev Jayate.'
 Actor Kalki Koechlin.
 Dev Patel and Judi Dench in the movie'The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.'
 Filmmaker Shirish Kunder is
 excited to know that his
 much- anticipated movie
 'Joker' has featured in New York
 Times' August
 movie release
 s c h e d u l e .
 "'Joker' features
 in The New York
 Times movies
 list. The only
 Indian film that
 finds a place in
 it," tweeted the
 38-year-old.
 Starring Akshay Kumar and
 Sonakshi Sinha in lead roles, the
 film is set to release Aug 31.
 "Joker" is being jointly produced
 by Kunder, Farah's Three's
 Company and Akshay's Hari Om
 Entertainment Co.
 A poster of'Joker.'
 'Joker' features inNYT, Shirish excited
 Rekha takes oath in RajyaSabha, Jaya aloof
 New Delhi: Bollywood actor and 80s heartthrob Rekha
 was sworn in as MP in Rajya Sabha this week. In a
 golden silk sari and heels of a matching shade, she took
 oath in English and sat in the House for about 20 min-
 utes before making an unobtrusive exit.
 A leading actress in the 1970s, when she debuted in
 Hindi films, Rekha starred in a string of big hits over
 the next decade. She joins the ranks of film personali-
 ties who have made it to Parliament over the years. Her
 presence, along with that of Jaya Bachchan who is a
 Samajwadi Party MP, has been keenly anticipated.
 Her 'Silsila' rival, however, occupied a new seat and
 was seen preoccupied in the day's agenda. The two
 Bollywood ladies did not greet each other but Rekha
 was seen looking in Jaya's direction while taking oath. Rekha outside the Indian Parliament.
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 Protest belies long tradition of cartoons in IndiaBy Madhuker Upadhyay
 The uproar over a cartoon in a
 school textbook and the
 undue haste shown by the
 government in withdrawing the
 book were both out of place and
 uncalled for. This, apart from other
 things, shows how little we know of
 our history and how poor we are in
 appreciating works of art.
 Those attacking cartoons tend to
 forget that cartooning in India has
 had a long history and is firmly
 entrenched in society. A rough cal-
 culation will show that in over a
 century of its existence, nearly one
 million cartoons and caricatures
 have appeared in newspapers and
 periodicals in many languages and
 regions.
 Cartoons by nature are forward-
 looking, democratic and secular in
 their approach and need no certifi-
 cates from the government.
 Cartoons thrive on acceptability of
 their comments by a society which
 is far more mature.
 Right from the days of the free-
 dom struggle, cartoons have played
 an important role in mass awaken-
 ing, stirring the minds of thinking
 people. To do this, at times, the ever
 uncompromising cartoonists have
 not shied away from taking a stand
 against governments and even their
 own papers' editorial line.
 This was particularly evident
 when the Babri mosque was razed
 and, 10 years later, during the
 Gujarat riots. I compiled two books
 of cartoons on the two events
 ("Punchline" and "Drawing the
 Battle Lines"). It was interesting
 that of over 5,000 cartoons I collect-
 ed, not one favored the mosque
 demolition or the killings.
 The cartoonists have also come
 under attack for being fierce
 votaries of freedom of speech and
 expression. But such cases have
 been rare. During the Emergency
 (1975-77), cartoons were censored
 as if the government feared that its
 reputation was dented by their
 innocuous strokes.
 Cartoons are a complex genre of
 art. Being a curious mix of humor,
 satire and political understanding,
 they are not produced just to make
 one laugh. They are different from
 caricatures. They look at the reali-
 ties and make one think. Even when
 commenting on social issues, car-
 toons provide space for lateral
 thinking.
 Since cartoons are works of art,
 they do not require captive audi-
 ences. Like any art work, it is their
 inherent magnetic strength and bare
 truth that draws people to them. It is
 their multi-layeredness that opens
 the doors for various interpretations.
 Some interpretations though could
 go totally haywire as happened in
 the case of the nearly 60-year-old
 Nehru-Ambedkar cartoon. If the
 opposition to this cartoon was on
 the count of the captive audiences,
 like in schools, it may have been
 understandable. The opposition,
 however, was political and so needs
 to be condemned. A cartoon which
 was not opposed by the leaders fig-
 uring in it suddenly becomes hot
 potato because the politics of the
 day interprets it in its own way.
 Cartoons in textbooks can be a
 subject matter for thorough discus-
 sion. Some, like the government of
 the day, may reject it outright but a
 blanket ban may not be the best
 answer. There may be a contention
 that one should have cartoons in
 textbooks, if one must, only in the
 higher classes when the level of
 maturity and capabilities for proper
 interpretation have adequately
 developed.
 Comment
 Cartoons in textbooks can be a subject matter for thorough discussion.Some, like the government of the day, may reject it outright but a blanket
 ban may not be the best answer.
 Two Indian armymen duped me: US citizenBy Prakash Bhandari
 Jaipur: Nancy Chapman, the 54-
 year-old US citizen, who inherit-
 ed $8 billion from her family’s
 fortune allegedly lost a consider-
 able sum when two Indian army
 officers allegedly duped her of
 millions.
 Chapman, who lives and work
 in Jaipur as a jewelry designer,
 made the complaints against Col
 Devinder Dahiya, then a Lt. Col.
 in the National Security Guard
 (NSG) posted in Manesar near
 Delhi, and currently posted as a
 Brigadier of 116 Infantry Brigade
 in Nathu La in Sikkim, and also
 against Maj Saurabh Saharan, an
 officer in the Jaipur ’s 61st
 Cavalry. While Maj Saharan is
 facing court marshal, Dahiya has
 not been questioned or
 chargesheeted.
 Maj Saharan has been court
 marshaled for his close relation-
 ship with Chapman and for viola-
 tion of Indian army rules that
 prohibits any relationship with a
 foreigner under the Army Act.
 Maj Saharan has also been
 charged for showing on Google
 map to the American woman the
 deployment of armed forces in
 the Thar desert along the Indo-
 Pakistan border in Jaisalmer and
 Barmer districts
 “But no action has been taken
 on Dahiya,then a Lt. Col. despite
 the written fact that Dahiya used
 to bring Chapman inside the NSG
 campus at Manesar and even
 made her stay at his official resi-
 dence in the NSG complex.”
 “He had taken Chapman to 84
 Armoured Cavalry at Nabha, the
 Armoured Cavalry School at
 Pune and also to Jodhpur where
 he was posted as commandant of
 the 65 armoured Cavalry.
 Not only keeping company of a
 foreigner was violation of the
 army rules, but Dahiya gravely
 violated the rules by taking
 Chapman inside the regimental
 headquarters when he was posted
 there.” said Col Sargeet Saharan,
 a retired officer and father of Maj
 Saharan.
 Col Saharan said the army high
 ups did not take any cognizance
 to the the written admittance of
 Chapman that Dahiya even
 taught Chapman how to handle
 and steer the high speed tank and
 took her on midnight hunting
 trips around Jodhpur in his vehi-
 cle. Maj Saharan, 30, allegedly
 fell in love with Chapman, a polo
 lover, who alleged that Saharan
 duped her and took millions from
 her on various pretexts.
 According to army spokesper-
 son Col Jaideep Dahiya, the court
 marshal proceedings against Maj
 Saharan started after he was
 indicted by a court of inquiry
 (COI) and summary of evidence
 (SoE) for having contacts with
 the American woman.
 From left, Nancy Chapman, Col Devinder Dahiya and Maj Saurabh Saharan.
 India's first greenfield airport,
 in RajasthanBy Prakash Bhandari
 Jaipur: The country's first
 greenfield airport is coming in
 Kot Kasim, Alwar district,
 Rajasthan, about 150 km from
 Delhi. The Rajasthan govern-
 ment got the first successful
 news when the Union Ministry
 of Commerce’s application
 moved via Delhi–Mumbai
 Industrial Corridor (DMIC)
 Ltd. got a no-objection certifi-
 cate from the defense ministry
 for setting up the airport. Now
 the Union Commerce Ministry
 will take up the building of the
 airport at Kot Kasim with the
 Civil Aviation Ministry.
 This Greenfield airport
 would include an airport, busi-
 ness park, logistic park, cargo
 warehousing park, distribution
 centers, information technolo-
 gy complexes, wholesale mer-
 chandising marts, tourism and
 educational parks, residential
 and other infrastructure locat-
 ed in and around airport.
 The Rajasthan government is
 the first state in the country
 that has included the develop-
 ment of the Greenfield airport
 as part of its new industrial
 and investment promotion pol-
 icy. Greenfield Airport means
 a new airport which is built
 from scratch in a new location.
 “As the airport project would
 run into several hundred
 crores, if 25 percent of land is
 purchased by the developer on
 his own, the government may
 facilitate acquisition of the
 remaining land. The airport
 would require at least 5000
 acres of land and the bidder for
 the Greenfield airport would
 have to understand the need of
 the land before doing any-
 thing” said state industry min-
 ister Rajendra Pareek.
 Pareek said under the new
 Rajasthan industrial policy, a
 clear policy to ensure fair and
 transparent acquisition of land
 will be framed which would
 protect the farmer’s interest as
 well as speedy availability of
 land for infrastructure an and
 other investments project. The
 airport development thus falls
 under the category of invest-
 ment project
 Three industrial zones fall
 within DMIC: Manesar-
 Bawal, Khushkhera-
 Neemrana-Behror and Jaipur-
 Dausa. Ìt would be a multi-
 modal logistics hub, where
 cargo could move seamlessly
 by rail, road, and air.The DFC
 would connect to ports in
 Gujarat and Jawaharlal Nehru
 Port (Nhava Sheva) in Navi
 Mumbai.
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 Kathmandu: Thirteen Indians on a
 pilgrimage and two crew members
 were killed when a 20-seater plane
 slammed into a cliff in western Nepal,
 authorities said. The six who dramati-
 cally survived included three Indians
 including two young girls.
 The Agni Air Dornier plane, carry-
 ing 16 Indians and two Danes as well
 as three crew members, crashed in
 Jomsom, known for its magnificent
 mountain views and the starting point
 for major trekking routes, at about
 9.45 a.m. The plane was flying from
 Pokhara, a major tourist destination, to
 Jomsom, about 60 km away.
 The Indian embassy here said of the
 18 passengers, 16 were Indians.
 "There were 21 people aboard out of
 which 16 were Indians," an embassy
 official told the media.
 Those rescued included Sreekanth,
 aged between 35-40 years, and two
 girls - Sreevardhini (9) and Sreepada
 (6). "The injured Indians are undergo-
 ing treatment at Manipal Hospital in
 Pokhara. The other 13 Indians are
 feared to be dead," the embassy said
 in a statement.
 Although the accident took place in
 a remote area, the presence of an army
 camp nearby helped speed up rescue
 operations.
 Television images showed one of
 the Danes being helped by two securi-
 ty personnel and the distraught
 airhostess being carried on a stretcher.
 The Jomsom airport, with the airstrip
 carved out of the mountain, is about
 200 km northwest of the Nepalese
 capital Kathmandu.
 The plane had taken off from
 Pokhara at 9.30 a.m. and crashed 15
 minutes later on a cliff while it was
 about to return to Pokhara following a
 glitch, Yogendra Kunwar, assistant
 manager at the traffic control room in
 Pokhara airport, said.
 Deputy Inspector General of Police
 Gynanedra Singh Bhandari said the
 plane crashed behind the army bar-
 racks, enabling a quick rescue opera-
 tion.The tragedy was a reminder of the
 September 25, 2011 crash in which all
 19 people, mostly Indian tourists, died
 after a small plane crashed close to
 Kathmandu.
 Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai
 expressed sorrow over the air crash.
 India's External Affairs Minister S.M.
 Krishna said he was "deeply sad-
 dened".
 13 Indians die as planecrashes in Nepal
 The Agni Air Dornier plane, carrying 16 Indians and two Danes as wellas three crew members, crashed in Jomsom, a major tourist destination.
 Paris: France's new prime minis-
 ter, a moderate Socialist with an
 affinity for Germany who will no
 doubt be quickly pressed into
 service to tend to the nation's all-
 important relationship with
 Berlin, took office.
 Jean-Marc Ayrault was wel-
 comed at the 18th century man-
 sion in central Paris that serves as
 the prime minister's office by his
 predecessor Francois Fillon. The
 two men chatted for half an hour
 before emerging. Fillon, a conser-
 vative and staunch ally of former
 President Nicolas Sarkozy, was
 driven away to applause by
 onlookers gathered in the build-
 ing's courtyard.
 Ayrault waved his predecessor
 off and then it was time to get to
 work.
 "The essential thing ... is that we
 get to work very quickly in the
 service of the French people,"
 Ayrault said later in quick remarks
 to reporters.
 The 62-year-old has led the
 country's Socialists in the lower
 house of Parliament for more than
 a decade, but it is his knowledge
 of Germany and German that has
 attracted the most attention.
 All eyes are trained on how
 President Francois Hollande and
 German Chancellor Angela
 Merkel will get along, since that
 relationship is at the core of how
 Europe tackles its debt crisis.
 Sarkozy and Merkel were said to
 be so close they were sometimes
 referred to as one person,
 Merkozy. Franco-German propos-
 als usually carry the day in
 Brussels as European leaders try
 to contain a debt crisis that has
 dragged several countries into
 recession and ensure that it never
 happens again.
 Jean-Marc Ayrault was welcomed at the 18th century mansion in central Paris that serves as the prime minister's office.
 NATO invites Pakistan toChicago summit
 Sarkozy to get lavish ex-presidential perks
 Brussels: NATO said it had invited Pakistan to a sum-
 mit in Chicago next week, lifting a veiled threat that it
 might exclude the country from the talks on the future
 of Afghanistan.
 "Allies decided to invite President (Asif Ali) Zardari
 of Pakistan to Chicago to the meeting on Afghanistan,"
 NATO spokeswoman Oana Lungescu said in a state-
 ment.
 "This meeting will underline the strong commitment
 of the international community to the people of
 Afghanistan and to its future. Pakistan has an impor-
 tant role to play in that future."
 NATO secretary general Anders Fogh Rasmussen
 suggested that Pakistan could be excluded from the
 May 20-21 summit if it failed to reopen the supply
 routes to Afghanistan that it closed after 24 of its sol-
 diers were killed by a NATO cross-border air attack
 last November.
 Pakistan has demanded a formal apology from the
 United States for the attack before it reopens the sup-
 ply routes, and has also called for an end to US drone
 strikes on its tribal areas bordering Afghanistan.
 Nepal crash: Rasna girldreamt to become heroine!
 Mumbai: When she entered the glamour world at a
 little over five years, Taruni Sachdeva dreamt of
 becoming a heroine one day. "Uncle, I want to do the
 heroine's role in your film," Taruni told director
 Vinayan T.G. who introduced her to films in 2004.
 But the girl's dreams were cut short when she was
 killed in the plane crash in Nepal. Her mother Geeta,
 who was traveling with her, also died in the mishap.
 The two were part of a group of Indians who had
 chartered the Agni Air flight for a pilgrimage to
 Muktinath in Nepal.
 Taruni's father Haresh Sachdeva and his friend
 Ajay Jain have gone to Nepal to bring the bodies
 back. "The bodies are being shipped by Agni Air but
 we are paying the fare. We will reach Mumbai
 tomorrow," Jain said.
 The vivacious Taruni, who became one of the most
 poplar faces on television-she was the Rasna girl-had
 won the hearts of her directors and fellow actors,
 right from Amitabh Bachchan, with whom she had
 shared screen space in both ads and a film, to
 Karishma Kapoor. It was in an ad film where director
 Vinayan first spotted her and chose her for his
 Malayalam horror film, Vellinakshtram, starring
 Prithviraj Sukumaran.
 Taruni was probably the first 11-year-old to have
 played the Big B's girlfriend in a movie. Abhishek
 Bachchan, who was an assistant director of 'Paa,'
 only had words of praise for the girl, who would play
 around the sets and chat with everyone. "She was a
 brilliant kid. She was not only a good actor but also a
 well-informed child who had knowledge about
 everything that was happening around the world,"
 he said.
 France's new prime minister takes officeINTERNATIONAL
 London: Whether or not he
 returns to work as a lawyer, for-
 mer French president Nicolas
 Sarkozy is entitled to lavish post-
 retirement perks - a hefty pension,
 a furnished apartment, a chauf-
 feur-driven car and free air tick-
 ets.
 Like all former French presi-
 dents, 57-year-old Sarkozy, whose
 fondness for the symbols of
 wealth led to him being nick-
 named President Bling Bling, is to
 receive Euros 6,000 every month
 as "pension".
 Moreover, if he decides to sit on
 the Constitutional Council, again
 his right as a former president,
 Sarkozy will get another Euros
 11,500 a month. In fact this is
 paid whether he starts practicing
 law or not, 'The Guardian' report-
 ed. He also has the right to a
 "fully furnished and equipped"
 apartment paid for by the state,
 two police officers to ensure his
 security, a state car with two
 chauffeurs, seven office staff and
 free business-class travel on Air
 France.
 And if he does fly abroad,
 Sarkozy has the right to stay in the
 local ambassador or consul's resi-
 dence.
 The cost to the state of the bene-
 fits for each former French presi-
 dent has been estimated at about
 Euros 1.5 million a year.
 Taruni Sachdev With Amitabh Bachchan in 'Paa.'
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 New York unveils digitalmap to help job seekers
 New York: New York
 City Mayor Michael
 Bloomberg has unveiled
 an online map aimed at
 helping job applicants
 find employment in
 local technical and digi-
 tal media businesses.
 The Made in New
 York Digital Map is a
 modified Google map
 that shows the location
 of tech companies in
 the city and whether
 they are hiring. Among the 500
 companies listed on the map, over
 325 show that they are hiring,
 reported Xinhua. The digital map
 also facilitates companies to register
 and get their locations plotted on the
 map. Currently, over 1,000 job
 opportunities for a variety of skills
 are shown available throughout
 New York City.
 Among the 500 companies listed on the map,over 325 show that they are hiring.
 Rupee falls to all-time low of 54.5
 Jaipur: The Pink City will have its
 moment of glory in the London
 Olympics when millions of sports
 lovers will get to listen to the mel-
 lifluous tunes played by Jaipur's
 Kawa Brass Band.
 Though the band will not perform
 at the opening ceremony, it will be
 part of the Olympic torch relay on
 May 30 and June 13 in Shrewsbury
 and Belfast respectively.
 After the British Council sent a
 confirmation letter a week ago to
 50-year-old Hamid Khan Kawa,
 the founder-musician of the band,
 the troupe members have been
 busy preparing for the big occa-
 sion.
 "It gives us joy and a sense of
 recognition as we would be playing
 music while accompanying the
 Olympic torch through the streets
 of Shrewsbury in UK on May 30,"
 Hamid Khan told TOI. Hamid and
 his musical troupe will also per-
 form in Belfast with the Olympic
 torch on June 13.
 All the members of the troupe are
 excited and are burning midnight
 oil to give their best for the event.
 "Abhi hum log Delhi mein hain.
 Visa ke liye aaye hain (We are in
 Delhi for visa)," Hamid said over
 the phone.
 Hamid said that though the band
 has performed in almost every part
 of the globe, their association with
 the London Games will open new
 avenues for them. "Music lovers
 abroad are different. If our music
 works, we will definitely get more
 assignments," he said.
 On the kind of music the artistes
 will play, he said: "We have pre-
 pared a melody titled 'Hans
 Dhwani' and will also play
 'Pancham'. Likewise, since we hail
 from Jaipur, our dress will depict
 the colors of our state. We have
 also designed an item called Kawa
 Circus in which we have included
 all the ancient street games of
 Rajasthan and have created a
 melody that will take the listeners
 into the era of emperors."
 Members include Hamid Khan
 Kawa (founder and artistic direc-
 tor), Siraj Khan (bass drum player),
 Najikali Damami (side drum play-
 er), Manish Chauhan (trumpet
 player), Chand Mohammad
 Damami (clarinet player),
 Mohammed Shafi (euphonium
 player), Hakam Ali (euphonium
 player), Govinda (performer) and
 Chandni Sapera (dancer).
 Jaipur band to be part ofUK Olympic torch relay
 Mumbai: The Indian currency's
 Greek tragedy continued, as the
 rupee closed at a new all-time low
 of 54.5, marking a 22% fall already
 this year. All Asian currencies, not
 just the rupee, have lost value
 against the dollar due the euro-zone
 crisis triggered by Greece's immi-
 nent exit from the common curren-
 cy. But that is unlikely to be of
 much consolation to households
 that are set to suffer the effects of
 inflation as all imports, including
 oil, get costlier. Outbound tourists
 and students too will have to shell
 out more rupees for the same
 amount of dollars. The falling
 rupee will also have an impact on
 businesses. "This could be a death
 blow for various Indian companies.
 One key aspect is the impact on
 Indian companies in terms of the
 mark-to-market losses on the bor-
 rowings they made through ECB
 and FCCB routes," said
 Jagannadham Thunuguntla, strate-
 gist and head of research at SMC
 Global Securities. He pointed out
 that the 22% drop has imposed an
 additional burden of $6.6 billion on
 Indian corporates that have bor-
 rowed money overseas. Accounting
 laws require companies to make
 provisions on foreign exchange
 losses on a quarterly basis.
 The Reserve Bank of India lost a
 crucial battle to keep the rupee
 within earlier support levels as the
 domestic currency lost 70 paise.
 Dealers said that having crossed the
 previous low of 54.3, the rupee is
 now in uncharted territory.
 Although the root cause was
 global, dealers said the RBI's hand
 was weakened due to the govern-
 ment's inability to come out with
 policy measures to attract fund
 inflows or reduce the deficit.
 Jaipur's Kawa Brass Band.
 New Delhi/Mumbai: The lucrative Indian Premier League
 (IPL) was hit by a double blow on May 18 with an
 Australian player being arrested for assault and Bollywood
 star Shah Rukh Khan being banned for five years from
 Mumbai's Wankhede Stadium after a scuffle with security
 staff. Opposition politicians went to the extent of demand-
 ing that the IPL, that has been drawing record crowds and
 TV audiences, be scrapped.
 The situation was exacerbated by Siddharth Mallya, the
 director of the Royal Challengers Bangalore for which
 Australian Luke Pomersbach plays. In a tweet hours after
 the cricketer was arrested for allegedly molesting an
 American woman in a five-star hotel in the national capital
 and beating up her fiance, who was hospitalised with
 severe injuries, Mallya suggested that the shoe was on the
 other foot.
 "The girl who is accusing Luke is saying he hit her 'fi-
 ance'...what a load of f****** s***. She was all over me
 last night and asked for me bbm pin, so if he was her fiance
 she wasn't exactly behaving like a future wife," Mallya
 tweeted. The woman's lawyer immediate shot back, threat-
 ening to sue Mallya. The Australian High Commission sent
 a diplomat to meet the cricketer and was also in touch with
 Delhi Police to provide him legal assistance.
 Pomersbach is alleged to have molested the woman,
 Zohail Hameed, at the ITC Maurya hotel in New Delhi.
 Her fiance Sahil Peerzada, who is in his 30s, was beaten up
 by the player when he tried to stop him and was admitted to
 Primus Hospital in the diplomatic area of the national
 capital, police said.
 Beijing: Indian woman boxer MC
 Mary Kom's Olympic ticket will be
 decided by fate now after she lost in
 the quarterfinals to world number
 two Nicola Adams in the World
 Championship. The five-time world
 champion will return empty-handed
 on the medal front for the first time
 since the event's inception in 2001
 but she still has a chance to get the
 London berth if Adams goes on to
 win her semifinal bout.
 Women's boxing will make its
 Olympic debut in three weight cate-
 gories in London -- 51kg, 60kg and
 75kg. Asia has two slots in the 51kg
 division and one of them has already
 been taken by Asian Games gold-
 medalist Ren Cancan of China.
 The 29-year-old Manipuri went
 down 11-13 in a fiercely-contested
 battle in which she was tied with
 Adams on points in two of the four
 rounds.
 Mary and North Korea's Hye Kim
 have ended up on the losing side in
 the quarterfinals and their respective
 opponents -- Adams of England and
 Elena Savelyeva of Russia -- will be
 facing off in the semis now. The win-
 ner of the bout will decide which
 among Mary Kom or Kim goes
 through to the Olympics.
 IPL-V on sticky wicket: SRK banned, player held
 Mary Kom loses in WorldChampionships quarters
 Shah Rukh Khan in a brawl with security personnelat Wankhede Stadium.
 The RBI intervention helped therupee firm up against the dollaron a day when most other Asian
 currencies weakened.
 Mary Kom.
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My wife and I have thought about
 adoption for a few years and we
 finally decided that the time was
 right. So with help from a local organization,
 we recently welcomed a 4-year-old into our
 family. She’s so cute and loving – you’ll be
 amazed how many compliments we’ve
 received – and we wouldn’t change a thing
 about her, except perhaps her habit of bark-
 ing at the mailman.
 And even that isn’t so bad. She barks at
 him only on those days he puts bills in our
 mailbox. And she usually waits until I’m
 done barking at him.
 She’s a black Labrador Retriever-
 Rottweiler mix and her name is Legacy. She
 came with that name, but I think it’s appro-
 priate that she has the same name as our old
 car (Subaru Legacy), because just like that
 car, she’s parked in one spot most of the day.
 And sometimes we need to jump her to get
 her going.
 We adopted her from an organization that
 rescues stray dogs from up north. They held
 an adoption fair and we went to check out
 the dogs. Within an hour or so, we were
 heading home with our new dog. They had
 asked us to fill a form and called one of our
 references, but it still amazed me how easy it
 was to adopt a dog. Had we tried to adopt a
 kid, the process
 would have taken
 months – and
 that’s just to
 get the
 “Official
 Certificate
 of Intention to
 Adopt and
 Raise a Baby
 Goat.”
 Trust me, adopt-
 ing dogs is much
 easier than adopt-
 ing goats. My wife wants to raise goats (and
 other animals), but we’d have to move out-
 side the city to do so. Having dogs and cats
 in the city is fine, but the moment the neigh-
 bors hear a “baaaa” or “maaaa” from your
 yard, a city official will be at your door, say-
 ing “naaaa.” He’ll want to take your goat
 away and no amount of pleading will make
 him change his mind, because not only have
 you violated the city’s rules, it’s also been a
 long time since he had goat stew.
 That’s the good thing about having a dog.
 Nobody’s going to want to eat your dog, not
 even that Korean couple down the street.
 (Most Asians do not eat dog, never mind that
 the Beijing Bookstore keeps running out of
 copies of “Canine Casserole and Other
 Delicious Dishes.”)
 Another good thing about having a dog is
 all the exercise you’ll get. You need to walk
 your dog a few times a day, unless you have
 a particularly smart dog and have managed
 to train it to use your toilet. (A squat toilet is
 ideal for this. After your dog has been there
 for a few minutes, you can turn to your
 spouse and say, “Oh, look – he didn’t do
 squat.”)
 Most dogs are like hot dog vendors – they
 prefer to do their business outdoors. I have to
 clean up after Legacy a couple of times a
 day. I don’t mind it too much, but she has a
 strange way of saying ‘thank you’ – kicking
 back dirt in my face.
 She actually thinks she’s covering up her
 mess with the dirt, but if it was acceptable to
 do that, you can bet I’d be walking around
 with a big bag of sand – and my neighbor’s
 kids would be building castles on their lawn.
 If you have a dog, you can’t be overly con-
 cerned about hygiene. The other day, my
 wife took Legacy for a walk near a river and
 spotted a fish rotting in the sun. And what
 does a dog do when she sees a rotting fish?
 Yes, she rolled around on it. I don’t blame
 her. After all, it’s not every day that a dog
 gets to wear perfume. Not just any old per-
 fume, but “Scent of Fish.”
 The male dog at the end of our street went
 absolutely crazy when Legacy walked past
 his fence. I could tell, from his expression,
 what he was thinking: “Come to me, my
 love. You smell so delectable. I could lick
 you all over.”
 36 Humor
 Adopting an adorable four-year-old
 Tech Life
 Humor with Melvin Durai
 by Mahendra ShahMahendra Shah is an architect by education, entrepreneur by profession, artist and humorist,cartoonist and writer by hobby. He has been recording the plight of the immigrant Indians for
 the past many years in his cartoons. Hailing from Gujarat, he lives in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
 Laughter is the Best Medicine
 Washington, DC: Apple has fixed a bug
 that caused personal assistant app Siri to
 declare that Nokia Lumia 900 was the best
 smartphone ever.
 Last week, some users reported that Siri
 said 'Lumia' when it was questioned about
 the best smartphone ever, Stuff.co.nz reports.
 However, Apple has appeared to fix the
 problem, because after repeated attempts,
 Siri now only answers with either "You're
 kidding, right?" or "Wait ... there are other
 phones?"
 Siri uses search engine WolphramAlpha to
 calculate the best response to any given
 question. Based on customer reviews from
 across the web, WolphramAlpha ranked the
 Nokia Lumia 900 as the "best" smartphone
 currently on offer.
 Apple's own iPhone 4S, the only model
 that Siri appears on, did not feature on the
 WolphramAlpha's list of best smartphones.
 Despite the fact that the quirk appears to
 have been resolved, Apple has not publically
 confirmed that it has altered Siri's response.
 Apple fixes Siri bug calling NokiaLumia 'best smartphone'
 May 19-25, 2012 TheSouthAsianTimes.info
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Aries: Interference in others work will
 not help in any way, it will only bring you
 criticism. You need to check your financial posi-
 tion and control your excessive spending.
 Although you have a good chance to bring your
 creative ideas to use, your colleagues and
 coworkers are not likely to extend much sup-
 port. You could have a hard time convincing
 people who will be slow to catch on your plans.
 Contribute generously to social organizations.
 Taurus: This week spend time with fam-
 ily members and friends. It promises to
 be a special week, when loved ones bring you
 gifts and presents. You will find yourself bub-
 bling with loads of energy and your intuition
 will be helpful in making crucial decisions. You
 will definitely pick up valuable suggestion if
 you listen properly. Love and romance will
 dominate your week as you go out of the way to
 please your beloved.
 Gemini: This week you will feel some-
 what let down by people you trust. Don’t
 allow people to take undue advantage of you. Be
 patient, not stubborn and control your emotions.
 Take time to think before you speak. Meditation
 and yoga will bring you spiritual as well physi-
 cal benefits. A small pleasure jaunt towards the
 weekend will be good for lifting your spirits.
 Financial gains will be slow but certain.
 Cancer: This week your profile will be
 positive and you will work on projects,
 which would have tremendous effect on your
 life. Your artistic abilities and hard work will
 bring you recognition and fame, but make sure
 that you don't compromise on your principles in
 the process of glamour and finances that seem to
 come your way. Attending social functions will
 ensure you meet someone who will help you
 come closer to your goals.
 Leo: This week you will benefit from
 your leadership strength. You would take
 charge of important work and gain additional
 respect from people in your group. Your ability
 to negotiate important deals, make plans, and
 carry them to perfection will help you stay
 ahead of others. Elders and family members pro-
 vide you with necessary love and care. You will
 also find sufficient time with the one you love,
 so don’t shy away from expressing your true
 feelings.
 Virgo: This week be extra cautious how
 you deal with your colleagues and
 employers. Although you will be in a special
 position to express your ideas, too much inter-
 ference in the affairs of others will only bring
 unnecessary tensions. Relatives and friends will
 make demand, which you will find difficult to
 keep. Real estate investment will pay off well in
 the long run. Spiritual gains likely for some.
 Libra: If you have a new idea, which
 you feel could bring you major recogni-
 tion and monetary gains, then you should put
 your sincere efforts to convert it into concrete
 form. You will win support from family mem-
 bers and friends on your new project. If you are
 planning to travel abroad during this week, then
 this trip will be a major success. You will find
 members of the opposite sex very appealing, but
 try not to annoy someone you really care.
 Scorpio: New projects will be alluring and
 hard hour will ensure outstanding gains in
 the long run. You'll attract more respect and honor
 from people young as well as old. Financial gains
 are also certain, but if you have been ignoring
 your health lately, then you will feel tired, weak
 and might require some medication. Extra rest,
 proper diet and little exercise will be important to
 regain your strength and spirits. Although a favor-
 able period but don’t be afraid to speak in your
 defense if you feel others are trying to suppress
 you or ignore your opinion.
 Sagittarius: This week some memories
 or unresolved issues come to the surface,
 bringing you lot of tension and stress. If
 you thought you had these problems resolved
 for good, then you will be surprised that they
 appear once again. Frustration will engulf you.
 Unless you deal with these problems with prop-
 er advice and some help, you will find it
 extremely difficult to resolve this issue and con-
 centrate on other work. Message from overseas
 will bring happiness.
 Capricorn: There will be many social
 activities this week, including few family
 gathering where you will get to spend some spe-
 cial moments with people you haven’t seen for a
 long time. You will be the center of attention,
 and you should not waste these opportunities to
 revive lost contacts. At office your efforts will
 bring desired results. You will accomplish jobs
 at a speed that usually seems impossible. New
 job opportunities for some seem later in the
 week.
 Aquarius: This week you should set
 new goals for yourself. You will have a
 vision and determination, which will bring you,
 gains much beyond your expectations. Elders
 will join you in your efforts and provide support
 whenever needed. Sudden romantic encounter
 with someone you have secretly admired will
 make your head spin. A wonderful week to
 spend with children, friends and relatives. Look
 for something to do together towards the week-
 end.
 Pisces: This week it doesn’t matter if you
 are the guest or the host because you will
 be at the center of attention. Your observation
 and creativity will help you meet new and fasci-
 nating people, bringing you new opportunities.
 Unusual circumstances will involve legal matters
 and prove financially expensive. You might also
 need to seek favours from an influential person
 to sort the issue. Later in the week, a spiritual
 person gives blessings and good wishes.
 May 19:
 Number 1 and the Sun will provide the necessary
 thrust. You are creative, discoverer, energetic, cred-
 itworthy and loyal fellow. You are blessed with
 many talents and you need to curb your tyranny,
 profligate and obstinate behavior which otherwise
 might kill your aspirations. Time to take vital deci-
 sions is approaching. You need to be on your toes
 to look out for each and every deal yourself. De-
 pendency on others might crash some of your asso-
 ciations but some external source would be of im-
 mense use to revive all. Land purchasing or buying
 in the past had created minor tension which this
 time will get sorted out. Your partner will shower
 all their love and affection on you. Juniors will nev-
 er let you down at any point in life. Months of Au-
 gust, September, January and April will be signifi-
 cant.
 May 20:
 Growing future will be provided by number 2 and
 the Moon. You are loyal, sensitive, bare, amicable
 and genial personality. You never move round the
 topic instead shoot directly with arms which is
 good but cut short your conservative, heedless, and
 squanderer nature. You will witness many new av-
 enues and options to get excel in life provided you
 should be on your toes. Approached deals and pre-
 vious laid money will start showing their positive
 sight. Your livelihood will be generated from vast
 resources but any kind of collaboration would not
 work. Travel is high on your wish list which ought
 to get fulfilled. Phew…minor tensions will sur-
 round you because of the health conditions of your
 family members. If single, be ready to get mingle
 as other person stars will attract you like iron got at-
 tracted towards magnet. Months of June, Septem-
 ber and December will be fertile.
 May 21:
 You are directed by the planet Jupiter and number 3
 will guide you. Traits of your nature show that you
 are fun loving personality who adopts a positive ap-
 proach in facing the challenges by making use of his
 creative thinking which will gain self-respect. A
 well-disposed and adjuvant personality but should
 balk your covetous, profligate and autocratic ap-
 proach. The assurance and purposeful attributes will
 take you to the pinnacle. Swaying from one place to
 another will work your way. You need to hold your-
 self for the major alteration that might go to happen
 but it will be good for your personal beliefs. Ten-
 dency of working within no time will increase the
 origin of money which eventually brings loads of
 success and achievement till the end of the year.
 Flex your muscles for the improvement of the
 health of some family member. Spouse is doing bril-
 liant job of keeping things cool around you. Months
 of May, August and January will be generative.
 May 22:
 Number 4 and planet Uranus will make you pow-
 erful all the time. You are alive, jolly, trustworthy,
 organized and characterized by order and planning.
 Heavy usage of your abilities will hone your skills
 and make you to tip off the problem easily. A posi-
 tive and affirmative guy but should apprehend your
 sullen, despiteful and spendthrift nature. You need
 to crank out the strategy to create the impressive
 feat in front of your seniors. Undoubtedly at per-
 sonal level you will do remarkable job even at dif-
 ficult situations. Your expenses will not take time
 to increase their reach making it hard to save for
 your future. Blind folding making work schedule
 will create trouble at marital life. Dispute regarding
 any piece of land will go in your favor. Months of
 June, July, October and September will be crucial
 for you.
 May 23:
 Number 5 and planet Mercury will be influential
 for you. You are pragmatic, emotional, amiable, po-
 litical and swift in deciding the matters. You are
 loyal and of great self respect but you need to look
 out for your careless, aflutter and gloomy attitude
 at times. Your anticipation will make good money
 for you. These events fall in your way accidently.
 Strong and solid monetary policies will help you to
 save for your future too. Do not poke your nose or
 legs in others matter, that might put you in unnec-
 essary botheration. Travelling for professional or
 jaunting reasons will undergo time and again. In-
 spite of extra efforts at work you will enjoy will
 support from your body. Various exercising tech-
 niques need to adopt for continuous revival of de-
 caying health. Months of May, July, October, De-
 cember and March will be lively and vibrant.
 May 24:
 Months of June, August, December and April will
 be full of events. Selling and buying of lands will
 be profiteering. Take care of everyone’s schedule
 before planning a get together. You might not invite
 all the close relatives because of your packed
 schedule. Clashing of some of your planning might
 exist so keep watch on your diary time and again to
 satisfy all inside and outside the abode. The nexus
 with over the seas parties will prove highly benefi-
 cial. A well honed lad who never leave any chances
 of growth unproductive. Extra efforts will be need-
 ed to determine your fate. People will come to you
 for inspiration and needs. Number 6 and planet Ve-
 nus will make you sovereign, passionate, dashing,
 peace loving and concord. You always tend to ful-
 fill what you commit. Your allegiance and earnest
 will take you to newer heights provided you arrest
 your sullen, profligate and reckless acts.
 May 25:
 Number 7 and planet Neptune will make you sound
 savvy, emotional, versatile, freedom full, warm and
 dominating in nature. Yu are a good orator and au-
 dience always loves to hear you. You are mentally
 strong to succeed where ever you go but should
 leave behind your prodigal, careless and adamant
 acts. The great confidence will help you to make
 quick progress. It will be pleasing to see that all will
 come up to help you in your odd time. You will be
 easily teamed up with he people of same liking.
 You will be in terrific form in making money heal
 but will find it difficult to consolidate. You will hear
 the wedding bells ringing for you. Do not change
 your line ups as the strategy will now start working
 well. Months of August, October, December and
 April will be fortunate.
 Astrology 37
 TheSouthAsianTimes.info May 19-25, 2012
 By Dr Prem Kumar SharmaChandigarh, India: +91-172- 256 2832, 257 2874Delhi, India: +91-11- 2644 9898, 2648 [email protected]; www.premastrologer.com
 Stars Foretell: May 19-25, 2012 Annual Predictions: For those born in this week
 i) Accurate Data: Please make sure Date,
 Time and Place of birth is accurate.
 ii) Careful: Did you check background of the
 astrologer before disclosing your secrets.
 iii) Fee: Discuss the charges before, don’t feel
 shy. It’s his business.
 iv) Expectation: Expect the best, if the out-
 come is not as desired, never give up.
 v) Consult: Take second opinion before
 spending thousands on cure/remedies.
 Learn about the fair value ofdiamonds & precious stones.
 from a Gems Expert For appointment, please call 516-390-7847
 or email [email protected] special offer for the readers of
 The South Asian Times
 Before you consult...
 Free Consultation
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38 Spiritual Awareness
 May 19-25, 2012 TheSouthAsianTimes.info
 If we live in a world used to vio-
 lence, how can we learn to be
 nonviolent? There is a beautiful
 tale from Latin America that gives
 us clues on how to attain peace,
 nonviolence, and happiness.
 Thousands of years ago, there was
 a Mayan king who had a daughter.
 His daughter was a princess who
 had everything in life. She was
 beautiful and had all the wealth of
 her father ’s kingdom. Having
 everything that any person would
 dream of, she was still not happy.
 As she looked around her, she saw
 that although she had everything in
 life, all the other people in the
 kingdom were suffering. Whenever
 she made friends with anyone they
 would tell her about this person
 who was sick in the family and that
 person who had died. She would
 see people and even animals suf-
 fering and dying and it made her
 sad. She, too, became haunted by
 the fear that she, too, could also
 become sick and could die.
 The king did not understand why
 his daughter was so sad. He tried
 many ways to cheer her up. He
 bought her the most beautiful dia-
 mond, gold, and silver jewelry to
 cheer her up. He had expensive
 clothes made for her. He had enter-
 tainers come to try to make her
 laugh. But nothing could make her
 smile. He thought maybe she was
 unhappy because she had not yet
 found a husband. Being of mar-
 riageable age, he ordered all the
 available young men of the king-
 dom to try for her hand in mar-
 riage.
 The king announced, "The one
 who can make my daughter happy
 can marry her." The king wanted to
 see which one would make his
 daughter happy enough to be a fit
 husband for her. One by one, each
 young man came to show his
 strength, his intelligence, his good
 looks, or his wealth. None of them
 could make her smile.
 Finally, one young man came
 from a humble family. When he
 came before her, she liked his kind
 face, his humility, and his simple
 clothes. He asked her if he could
 sing for her and she agreed. He
 then sang a song with the most
 beautiful voice she had ever heard.
 The voice was enchanting and lift-
 ed her spirits. She smiled for the
 first time. The princess asked her
 father, the king, if she could have
 the young man stay for dinner.
 During the feast, the young man
 asked her to marry him. The
 princess said, "You have a beauti-
 ful voice, but the sweetest sound I
 ever heard was the singing birds. If
 you can sing like the birds, I will
 marry you."
 So the young man set off to stay
 among the birds and learn the
 secrets of their song. He tried and
 tried for four months, but could not
 quite sing like them. He became
 discouraged and was about to give
 up. Tears fell from his eyes as he
 thought his chances of marrying
 the princess were fading. The tears
 attracted the heart of the spirit of
 the forest. The spirit asked him
 why he was crying. He told him
 that he wanted to learn to sing like
 the birds so he could keep the
 princess happy. The spirit of the
 forest said, "Here is the secret to
 singing like the birds and making
 not only the princess happy, but
 everyone happy."
 He then instructed him to take a
 branch from a tree, cut out the
 inside to make it hollow, and make
 holes on one of the sides. He told
 him to blow into one end and place
 his fingers over the different holes
 in different combinations of move-
 ments so that different sweet
 sounds would come out. The
 young man did, and beautiful
 sounds came out of this piece of
 wood. He had made the first wind
 instrument, like a flute or oboe.
 When the young man played the
 instrument, all the birds and ani-
 mals were attracted to him. They
 were enchanted by its sound.
 The young man returned to play
 the wind instrument for the
 princess. The sound was so
 enchanting that it lifted her spirits
 high. Her soul was lifted high into
 an inner realm from where she
 could see that all the people who
 had been suffering and dying in
 this world were alive and joyous in
 the land beyond. The sound had
 made her soul soar within to see
 that this life was temporary. Even
 though people have a physical end
 in this life, she saw that their soul
 lived on in beautiful realms beyond
 this world. This knowledge that the
 suffering of this world is tempo-
 rary and that we live beyond this
 life made her smile and filled her
 with joy.
 This tale holds the secret to over-
 coming violence and suffering. The
 princess represents the soul that is
 living in ignorance and fear. It
 believes that this world is its true
 home. It thinks that its true exis-
 tence is the body and fears the end
 of the physical body. The young
 man is the saint or Master who
 comes to make the soul happy. The
 Master knows the secrets of life
 and the enchanting Sound that can
 lift the soul above the violence,
 pain, and sorrow of this world to
 experience immortality and eternal
 happiness in the Beyond. The wind
 instrument represents the current
 of Light and Sound that comes
 from beyond to lift us from this
 world of pain and violence to expe-
 rience nonviolence, peace, and
 love in the spiritual realms beyond.
 There we find regions of love, joy,
 and happiness, free from all pain.
 One of the greatest threats to our
 peace and happiness is fear. We
 may fear financial problems, rela-
 tionship problems, and emotional
 problems. Yet, the greatest fears
 people face are fear of illness, fear
 of death, and fear of the unknown,
 such as what happens to us after
 this life ends. We are afraid of the
 deterioration of our body and the
 emotional and physical struggles
 that come with serious or terminal
 illness and our ultimate end of life.
 We wonder how we can find calm
 and joy when faced with these
 great challenges of life.
 Personal challenges face us at the
 level of our body, our mind, and
 our soul. Saints and Masters have
 been coming to this world to show
 us a way of living in which we can
 find calm and joy—physically,
 mentally, emotionally, and spiritu-
 ally.
 No matter how comfortable we
 can make the physical body and
 how comfortable we can make our
 mind, we cannot find peace until
 we attain comfort of the soul.
 Within each of us there is a deep-
 seated fear that cannot be soothed
 by physical and mental comfort. In
 the back of our mind, there is
 always the lingering fear that one
 day we will die. Each time this
 thought surfaces, we feel fear with-
 in our soul. As long as we experi-
 ence that fear we cannot find peace
 of the soul.
 We worry about when we are
 going to die, what happens to us at
 the time of death, and where we
 will go after death? Scriptures tell
 us that we have a soul that does not
 die, but we wonder whether it is
 actually true. In this scientific age,
 we have doubt unless we can see
 for ourselves the truths we read in
 the various scriptures.
 Greater than comfort of the body
 and mind is the comfort we gain
 from having peace within the soul.
 This can only come when we get
 some experience that proves to us
 that there is something beyond this
 world and that there is no death.
 Masters and saints come with a
 technique that provides a way to
 experience that proof for ourselves.
 When we have proof that there is
 something beyond this world, our
 fear subsides. Since death causes
 us the greatest fear, saints give us a
 way to conquer fear of death by
 proving to us that this life is not the
 end of our existence.
 Masters of Sant Mat or Science
 of Spirituality feel compassion for
 the suffering humanity. They see
 people living in fear due to igno-
 rance of the immortality of the soul
 that awaits each in the Beyond.
 In this connection, there is a
 verse by the great saint and mystic
 poet, Sant Darshan Singh Ji
 Maharaj, which says:
 In this world, each is consumed
 with his own afflictions, Only
 Darshan shares the sorrows of his
 fellow man.
 Sant Darshan Singh Ji Maharaj is
 expressing the heart of a spiritual
 Master. Most people are in turmoil
 due to their own sorrows. A Master
 is one who shares these sorrows of
 all humanity, but they do more
 than just share in everyone’s pain.
 Masters want to solve that pain.
 They do so by putting people in
 touch with a heavenly current of
 Light and Sound within so each
 soul can enter inner spiritual
 realms and find God. Masters teach
 a method of meditation on inner
 Light and Sound that brings peace
 to the soul by putting us in touch
 with the enchanting Music of God
 and the divine Light of God to help
 us soar into spiritual realms
 beyond and reunite our soul with
 God.
 The main purpose of meditation
 on the inner Light and Sound is to
 help people go within themselves
 to find inner spiritual regions. Its
 purpose is to give each person
 firsthand proof that there is a
 Beyond, that we are soul and we
 will live beyond the demise of our
 body. Its goal is to give a firsthand
 experience of the Beyond to each
 person. It is a nondenominational
 technique that has been practiced
 by people of all religions and
 faiths, cultures and backgrounds,
 as a science. One need not convert
 to any special religion to learn and
 practice it.
 It is open to one and all, and has
 been offered as a free gift by the
 spiritual Masters who have come
 throughout the ages. It is up to us
 whether we wish to merely read
 about the realms Beyond, or expe-
 rience them.
 (To be continued...)
 Sant Rajinder Singh Ji Maharajis an internationally recognizedspiritual leader and Master ofJyoti Meditation who affirms thetranscendent oneness at the heartof all religions and mystic tradi-tions, emphasizing ethical livingand meditation as building blocksfor achieving inner and outerpeace. www.sos.org.
 Part two of Sant Rajinder Singh Ji Maharaj’s keynote address at the 26th International
 Human Unity Conference held in Mexico City, Mexico, in November 2008.
 This life is not the end of our existence
 By Sant Rajinder SinghJi Maharaj
 We worry about when we are going to die,what happens to us at the time of death,and where we will go after death?Scriptures tell us that we have a soul thatdoes not die, but we wonder whether it isactually true. In this scientific age, wehave doubt unless we can see for our-selves the truths we read in the variousscriptures.
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