

    

        


        
        
                        
                
            
                    


        
            	
                    richard5049
                
	
                    
                        Home
                    
                
	
                    
                        Comments
                    
                


        


        
    
        
            
                

                    
                        

                            
                                
                                    


























































                                

                            


                        

                    

                

            

        

    






    
                    
            


    
        
        
            
            of 58

            
        

        

        
        
            
            Embed
        
        
    

    





        

            

        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Home
                        

                        
                                            


                    
                        23 Evangelism

                        May 30, 2018

                        
                                                                                        Download
                                                        Report
                        


                        
                            Category:
                            
                                Documents
                            

                        


                                                    
                                Author:
                                richard5049
                            

                        

                        

                        
                    



                    

                                    

            




            
                
                    
                                                    Welcome
                        
                                                    
                                Comments
                            
                        
                                            




                                            
                            Welcome message from author

                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
                        

                    

                                            
                                                            
                            
                            

                        

                    

                                    

            

        


                    
                
                    
                        Transcript

                        
                            	
8/14/2019 23 Evangelism

1/58

Into Thy Word Ministries Presents:

Developing an Evangelism Program

1986, 1994, 2001, 2004 Richard J. Krejcir Pasadena Into Thy Word
Ministries PasadenaCalifornia USAwww.intothyword.org

(See the Faith series before venturing in this Evangelism
Program, the two tietogether!)

Part 1 Stepping out in Faith!

Understanding and developing the best means to reach people for
the FaithPart I

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers;Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
casting a net into thelake, for they were fishermen. "Come, follow
me," Jesus said, "and I will makeyou fishers of men." At once they
left their nets and followed him (Matthew 4:18-20, NIV).

Jesus calls us to Himself, and then calls us to reach others for
Him! This isvery evident in this passage. An uncommonly incredible,
insightful, strange,mysterious person approached a small group of
young fishermen working in theirfamily fishing business and
challenged them to make a life-changing decision.

They were in wonder at this Mans teaching, and the miracle of
the fish that wasperformed for them as recorded by Luke. They knew
all about fishing. Theirsubstance and living depended on fishing.
They provided a much needed andvital food to their regionfishwhich
they caught with nets suspended from theback of their boats. The
floats and weights that spread out the nets, to catch asmany as
possible as they rowed in the Sea of Galilee, was done much the
sameas fishing boats operate today. Then the fish were dried, cured
with salt, orpickled to preserve them, and then sold. They were
perhaps in a business thatprovided them with a much higher standard
of living than many other peoplearound them. So, why would they
desire to leave that good and stable life andventure into the
unknown?

Are we willing to Follow Me? If not, how will we become Fishers
of Men?

Jesus gives us a call to step into Him with faith. Come, follow
me wasextended to the disciples, and their response was evident as
they left their boatsand followed. A call was also given to them to
then step out with their faith. I willmake you fishers of men to
otherswithout irresistible pressure, yet withpassion and
conviction. That call was unprecedented in their culture and
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understanding. Normally, a student would seek out a teacher, a
Rabbi. A Rabbiwould never seek students, as it was a pride issue.
Jesus broke the pride andarrogance barrier to model that we are to
seek disciples, and not just wait forthem to come to us. This call
also tells us that before we can teach others to fish,we have to
know the fish and know how to fish. In so doing, we can
challenge

one another to leave our comfort zone and enter the realm of His
faith, worship,service, and outreach.

Jesus went throughout the region of Galilee, and into the
synagogues,proclaiming that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand
(Matt. 4:17; 4:23).However, public preaching was not His main goal
or reason for doing so! Aboveany other activity, Jesus main goal
for His interrelations with humanity was"discipling" (Matt. 9:9)!
Jesus publicly taught the need for repentance. He furthertaught and
challenged His disciples, both personally and systematically,
thatChristianity does not end at repentance and conversion; it
begins there! Hisprimary goal was to mold disciples, so Jesus went
directly and personally to call

those whom He wanted to work for Him. He took those who lived
normal lives.He did not go to the universities or synagogues, but
literally to the man on thestreet. Afterward, He sent them out
(Matthew 10:1-15). Then, Jesus ended Histime on earth with an
imperative command for them to make more disciples(Matt. 28:19-20),
which is also our call!

Jesus said, Follow Me. (Matt. 4:19; 9:9) Jesus did not mean that
theyshould just physically follow Him on the road, aimlessly. They
were set apart,challenged to know and grow in the faith, and taught
their call and mission. Justas they had worked at catching fish,
now they would be catching men (Luke6:39-40)! The word "disciple"
literally means someone who pledges to be a

learner. Moreover, it is someone who follows another's teaching,
and adheresto it. It is a commitment and a process. It involves
commitment, time to undertakethe learning, and, as a Christian, a
yearning to imitate Jesus! Follow me, as a callto discipleship, is
also reciprocal; that is, when one learns, he or she makes
thecommitment to train someone else. That is what Jesus meant by, I
will make youfishers of men." It is not just catching them and then
either throwing them back orstoring them (fish were processed and
sold for the betterment and use of thecommunity); rather, we are
called to care for and cultivate the fish, which are thepeople. It
is training them and placing them so they, too, can catch, train,
andplace othersand so on! Discipleship is the primary earthly
application of theChurch as a whole, and the Christian as an
individual. It is our duty, it is ourpriority, and the one thing
Christ directly and imperatively commanded us to do(Matt.
28:19-20). In so doing, we will become like Him in character and
share Hisoutlook and concerns (Luke 6:39-40).

A lot of Christians have the false presumption that in
discipleship we makepeople like ourselves, or, have them conform to
our specific church ordenomination or specific system of belief.
But, that is not what discipleship andfollow me is about. It is
helping facilitate the spiritual growth of others. It is being
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empowered by the Spirit to hook people up to Christ. We are
never to makedisciples in our image, alike in whom we are, how we
think, feel, and act, but likeChrist! Christian means to be Christ
like, not self like or Bob like or Joanlike. We are to become His
disciples by our faith, by His Work in us! We are thento be
discipled by someone! This is not just learning about the faith as
a new

Christian; it is a life long commitment to grow in Himthough His
Word, throughour personal devotions, through fellowship, through
worshipand by learning allwe can and applying what we have learned.
This helps form us as the people ofGod. We are to disciple others
so they can, in turn, disciple others. Thus,Christianity is by
faith, it is communal, it is continual, and it is shared. It is
acommunity endeavor! A lot of Christians just will not do this.
Perhaps, they aretoo individualistic, self-absorbed in their own
lives without a thought of God orothers. Perhaps, they think, once
I made that prayer and I am set free. I do notneed to do anything
else. And, yes, they are if it is real and in Christ. But, whatgood
it is to be a pew-sitter and do nothing with what Christ gave and
called usto (James 2:14-24)?

The twelve disciples spent three years of their lives following,
learning,listening, observing, practicing, and experiencing life
directly with Jesus. Then,they carried that learning and experience
to the world (Matt. 10:1-15; the Book ofActs). It all comes down to
a decision. Will we make our faith real and impacting,relinquishing
our pride, allow ourselves to learn and grow, and in turn
teachothers, or will we plant our rears in the pew, so that our
only impact is our butt-print in that pew? Let us make sure our
impact comes from a life transformed andcarried on to the people
around us!

What we need to learn for today

Evangelism and discipleship are not easy because this goes
against ourpride and will. It cuts into our time and plans; it
brings us out of our comfort zoneinto the scary areas of life. It
even has a cost. Following Christ will cost us andwill require
effort and consistency (Matt. 8:18-22; 10:38; Luke 9:57-58;
14:27).The original disciples left their families and good jobs
(Matt. 10:37; 19:27; Luke9:59-62; 14: 25-26; 33)! If you are
thinking, well, they were just fishermen. I havea real job, I have
a family, or, I am important. Consider this; Jesus did not callbums
who had nothing better to do! These people, contrary to popular
belief, hadgood jobs and were educated. I have no idea how the
theme that the discipleswere uneducated men in dead-end jobs came
about. In fact, fishing was one ofthe best and most lucrative jobs
you could have in that time and culture. Thedisciples had the
equivalent of a college education, as they attended school andwere
able to read and write well. They did not have the further formal
educationthat the Scribes and Pharisees had which was equivalent to
a Ph.D. today. Thatis the reason the Pharisees looked down at
thembecause they did not havetheir education and title, and they
were not under the care of another Rabbinot because they were
uneducated (Mark 6:2-3; 11:27-28; John 7:14).
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We may not be called to the radical commitment they were. Jesus
willnever call you to literally leave your family, and, in most
cases, He would ratheryou stay were you are. What Jesus wants is
for us to follow Him in our will andmindsets so we grow in the
faith and then become contagious with the faith toothers. And, we
can do this best in the relationships and connections we
already

have, even before we set out to make new ones. He may then call
you to ventureout, but He will also give you the ability and desire
to do so!

Jesus expects us to know what we are getting into, and embrace
it withvigor and faith. The point is that nothing can come before
Him (Matt. 3:8; 6:33;Luke 14:15-24; John 8:31; 14-15)! We must
embrace our call and responsibilityto be discipled and make
disciples! If we are truly willing to learn and apply whatChrist
taught, if we really respond with gratitude for that which He has
given us,we would truly be His disciples! The Church will be on
fire by the Spirit and reallyimpacting the world! Heeding our call
to bring the message of Christs love andreconciliation takes the
determination to follow thoughto follow Him. Does this

sound too far-reaching, too scary? Consider this, what we gain
will far outweighany suffering or loss on our part (Mark 10:28-30;
1 Cor. 15:58)! If, and when wehear Gods call depends on our ears,
our will, and our attitude (Matt. 22:14). Goddoes not force us or
plead with us; He merely presents us with the option (Isa.6:8)! We
must say, as Isaiah said, Here I am, send me! We must allow
ourspiritual eyes to be opened and our will to be relinquished to
His for realdiscipleship to take place. Then, our churches will
grow in prayer, worship, andmaturity, and revival may even take
place!

Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. Are you doing
that? MostChristians just stand at the shore of life watching the
fish. We make little effort to

catch them for our Lord. It is amazing at all the excuses I have
heard, and haveeven given myself over the years, for not following
Him and why it is notnecessary to become fishers of men. We can
theologize and rationalize for notdoing what He has called us to do
(Mark 8:36; Luke 18:29-30). But, I believe it isour fear that takes
us over, and not the love we have in Christ (1 John 4:16-21).Yes,
it is scary; the waters can be deep, and they can be rough, and we
will getwet. But, we have the incredible comfort that Jesus gives
us not only the call, butalso the ability and resources by which to
follow Him (Isa. 55:10-11). He gives usthe rod and the reel; He
even provides the bait of His Holy Spirit. All we arecalled to do
is cast out the line with our faith, with our love, with our
character,with our determination, and with our trust and eyes upon
our Lord.

Let us, as the Church triumphant, adhere to His call and follow.
Apply yourfaith! Because, if we just sit around and come up with
excuses, we will drift toofar awaytoo far from the fish. We will
not be catching anything and the fishingexpedition of life will be
just a meaningless and wasted trip. Let us allow thepower of the
Holy Spirit to open our eyes, and break our will, so we can
bereceptive to our Lord and Savior, and so we can do as He called!
It all comes tothe decision of whether we will make our faith real
and impacting, relinquishing
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our pride to allow us to learn, grow, tell, and teach others, or
else we will plantour rears in the pew, thus making our butt print
in that pew our only impact! Letus make sure our impact comes from
a life transformed and carried on to thepeople around us! Let us
follow Him and be His fishers of men!

The Nature of Humanity

Before we can venture into the subject of Evangelism, of making
fishers ofmen, we have to understand the sinful nature and the
arrogance of the fish inquestionour human nature. We will flap our
fins and tails as fast as we can tothe very last moment to try to
flee from Gods presence and control, saying wecan do better on our
own. We will ignore His bait and His truth. We will stay inour
stinky stingy waters and not venture into His living water(John
4:10-12).Most people, throughout history, would rather take their
own chances thansurrender themselves to the will of the Lord (Luke
12:16-21; John 3:5; 30; Heb.10:31). They do not want to be
convicted or challenged that their presumptions,

pride, or thinking is wrong. There are no words or deeds that
can sway a pridefulheart; yet we are called to do so (Rom. 3:3; 23;
5:12-19; 6:23; Gal. 3:13; Eph 2:1-3).

Most Christians fear evangelizing and witnessing because of
thepossibility of rejection, or how friends and peers will perceive
them. Therefore,we must realize the role of evangelism, of saving
people, is Godsand Godsalone. He chooses to use us for His glory,
but it is His Spirit that convicts andconverts. We are the tools,
the rods and reels He uses. Who and what we areand do in Him far
outweighs how others see us. Our responsibility is to obey andlet
Him use us. We are not responsible for whether or not people accept
the

message; we are only responsible to proclaim it as effectively
and aspassionately as we can. This takes the personal responsibly
and fear ofrejection load off of us. We need not fear rejection
because we are not beingrejected; God is the One who is rejected.
He is the One to whom people do notwant to conform; we are merely
His servants!

Obeying Gods Call

Our lives would be a lot easier, as Christians, if we did not
teach thesetruths; and, this is a big reason why most Christians
just sit in their pews and donothing. This is why many churches no
longer teach Truth, but, rather, falsedoctrine or liberal ideas. It
is easier to sit and believe than to walk, and obey whatwe believe.
And, it is much easier to believe what we want, and only look up
atJesus on occasion but never get up to follow. And, if we never
follow, we cannever make fishermen of others or ourselves!

But, God calls us out of the darkness and into the light. He
tells us that, asChristians, we need to know our neighbor and their
objections, but not let thatdetour us from His plan. We cannot just
take our beliefs and keep them in a


	
8/14/2019 23 Evangelism

6/58

secret huddle. A football team that wants to win does not hold a
huddle so thequarterback can get some sleep, so he can say and do
nothing; no, the huddle isto unleash the plan of action that the
coach has called them to do. Our Christianfaith is based on the
cross of Christ, but it does not stop there, as the start of
afootball game does not stop at the toss of the coin. We are called
to do and obey

with the gifts and abilities that our Lord has given us (Matt.
5:16).

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared
to give ananswer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have.But do this with gentleness and respect(1
Peter 3:15).

God calls us to respond, and this passage calls us to respond!
It must bean action; we are encouraged to respond with passion,
boldness, compassion,clarity, truth, and tact. The Roman Empire
persecuted the Christians becausetheir faith went against their
beliefs, even though their philosophy had an almostanything goes
attitude (just as American culture does today), but, these same

anything goes people are very intolerant to Truth! Because, with
Christ,anything does notgo, and without Christ, we do not go. We
will run intopeople who are offended, but we need to take heed and
comfort from the Lordthrough His Word. Christ says we are sinful,
and He is the only way; people say,No, I am my own way." So, by
obeying, we may cause conflict and strife andeven experience
rejection and persecution. Accept it as a challenge and as thecall
that it is (Matt. 5:11-12, 44; Luke 21:12-19; John 15:20-25; Phil.
1:12-18).

Peter says we can do it. "Do this with gentleness and respect
."This is ourcall. Being ready is a big part of the Christian life,
and the defense is to knowwhat you believe and why; thus, our
passion will be to lovingly give a response,

even out of hostile reactions and the threat of persecution.

No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is
fit for thekingdom of God. (Luke 9:62) This may seem like a strange
passage for us cityfolks, but what this means is we are to put
forth the effort. Putting ourhand to the

plowmeans we are to take up the necessary means and the
determination toaccomplish the task He gives. A field does not plow
itself, and without plowing,the field will not be ready or usable
and thus no harvest will come about. It comesdown to removing our
me first mentally and replacing it with a Christ
firstdetermination; then the fish and the harvest will come. For
the farmer to farm, hemust have a symbiotic relationship with God.
The farmer cannot make it rain, norcan he create the soil or the
seeds. The farmer is given the seeds, the soil, andthe ability from
God, but it is up to the farmer to prepare the field, plant the
crops,and then care for them until the harvest is ready. It is the
same with evangelism.He gives us the ability and reason, and He
saves; it is His work, but He uses usin the process to deliver His
message.

The Desire not to Follow


	
8/14/2019 23 Evangelism

7/58

What I want to do is challenge you to see some of the root
causes thatpeople turn you off when you evangelize. By knowing
these common objections(we will look at more of them next month),
you will understand why peoplerespond the way they do, so you will
not take things so personally. That way, youwill not be turned off
from doing evangelism yourself. This will give you greater

confidence; you will know how people respond, and then be better
listeners andevangelists. We first need to ask, what are my
objections? What stopped mebefore? What can still stop me? What did
I fear giving up or fear to go?

Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my
father." ButJesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their
own dead (Matthew 8:21-22)."

This passage reveals some seemingly strange happenings and
wordscoming from Jesus. Large crowds often followed Jesus,
attracted by Histeachings (Matt. 7:28-8:1) and His miracles (Matt.
8:16-18). Then, He saw a large

crowd coming toward Him so He ditched them. Then, individual
people came upto Him and He turned them away, too. He even turned
away a Jewish leader.Jesus gave the impression that He was pushing
people away who had come toHim, which would have been in direct
opposition to His character and mission.So, what is going on
here?

This passage stresses the radical demands of Jesus' call. His
call is aboveall else for us as Christians. What Gods will is all
about, and of what we are to bedoing in our personal lives and in
our churches is practice our faith so we willgrow in Him. This is
discipleship! Nothing else is more important. Period. At thesame
time that He gives us this call, a great cost is placed before us
that we

need to accept. It is a cost that He paid on the cross, a cost
of our will. It is asacrifice of all that we may think is important
in life, except that with eternity inmind, it is not. But, most
people do not realize that the things they are chasing inlife are
really meaningless and worthless in an eternal perspective.

We need to understand that none of these people were really
turned awayby our Lord. Rather, they, themselves turned away of
their own will because they

just wanted a show. Those who said they wanted to follow Him
refused to paythe cost. Remember, our Lord knows what is in our
hearts and what is motivatingus. Jesus desires for us to grow in
Him, not to merely seek a show (John 2:25; 1Pet. 2:11). The scribe
said, I will follow you. He was perhaps requesting
anapprenticeship, to go under Him and learn. Most people followed
in their familysbusiness or trade. There were many schools for
basic education to learn how toread, write, and learn the law, but
there were few organized schools oruniversities for professional
learning. People who did not want to follow theirfamilys trade
would seek out a good teacher and plead for them to take them inand
mentor them. In the process, they would become a servant to the
mentor, ordo whatever it took to get their attention and their
admiration, as well as learningfrom them. Then, one day they would
take over, or franchise what they had
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learned somewhere else. This could be any professional trade,
from a carpenterto a philosopher. Jesus had both roles! Here,
several people came to Jesusseeking His mentoring. Jesus saw their
real intentions. Perhaps, these men hadulterior motives, or were
not honest in their approach. Maybe, they just wanted togo with Him
to see more of His miracles. Maybe, they were seeking to cash in
on

Jesus fame, or make a name for themselves, while uninterested in
godlypursuits or real discipleship and learning.

Me First!

It was common for Greek teachers and philosophers to make
harddemands on their potential students to test their resolve,
commitment, andintentions. These hard demands were meant to
discourage people who had badintentions and ulterior motives from
taking up their valuable time and resources.The best teachers would
only take in a few of the worthiest students, just as
mostuniversities do today, with screening processes. Jesus own
profession as a

carpenter was considered a very good profession. Many sought to
get into itbecause it was far more lucrative and respected than the
other occupations in anagrarian community where farming and trade
were the norms. Jesus must havehad a lot of people seeking Him as a
carpenter too, prior to His public ministry.

The point of this passage is that selfish intentions will block
us fromknowing Him and growing in Him. We must be aware of selfish
intentions both inus and in others. Being me first is common, and a
part of our sinful nature thatJesus asks us to purge. We have to be
honest and introspective as to why wewant to serve Him, why we want
to grow and be discipled. Because, if it is foregotistical and
selfish gain, it will not be real or loving. Pride, spiritual
blindness,

and vacillation will become our mentors, and we will not have
His will and glory inour sights. Jesus will be bearing with us in
our unbelief and failures, but He willnot be helping us grow (Luke
9:37-62)! The same goes to people coming to theLord; the
selfishness will be one of the biggest barriers.

Jesus calls His disciples, all who follow Him, to a higher
standard ofcommitment beyond poverty and social status into real
sacrificial servitude anddiscipleship lifestyle (Matt. 6:31-33;
10:34-37; 12:46-50; Luke 10:38-42; Acts14:21-22; 2 Tim. 3: 10-12; 1
Pet. 2:9-10). This is scary, and many will not want todo this, or
else will only make a shallow effort (Matt. 13:18-23). Just look at
thescribe who desired to come to our Lord, wanting to become a
disciple. He saidhe was willing to follow Jesus anywhere, a
seemingly commendable offer. But,did he know what it meant? It
seems he just wanted to see more of the show. His

job was to record the Law and keep records for the nation, a
very importantleadership position in Jesus time. Perhaps his
intention was to spy or to gatherfalse information; whatever it
was, Jesus saw though it. We may not have theinsight, and we cannot
judge the motives of people. And, even if they dorespond, we never
know for sure how sincere they are until we see the fruit of


	
8/14/2019 23 Evangelism

9/58

their lives (Gal. 5:22-23). That is why when we are called to
follow; we must keepour eyes on Christ and not on our situations or
how people respond.

To literally follow Jesus at that timethat is, travel and learn
and ministerwith Himwould have meant leaving everything, including
your home, as the

rest of His disciples did (Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 10:28-29). This
was notpermanently leaving, as the Gospels record them going back
to their homes onoccasion, but venturing beyond their normal way of
life (Matt. 8:14). This scribewas, perhaps, a person focused on his
home and material positions. Jesus was,in fact, telling this scribe
that he needed to count the cost before becoming adisciple (Luke
9:57-62; 14:25-33). We do not have to become homeless to
followJesus, but we still must love Him more than anything else.
That way He is theLord and Ruler of our life. We must consider the
cost before we commit.Otherwise, we will not remain, and will
become a bigger hindrance than if wenever bothered following at
all. A lot of people do consider the cost, and theyrefuse to pay
it. You have to pay it before asking others to do so!

Another man comes and desires to follow, but wants to return
home first,to bury my father. This may seem sincere, too, as this
was one of the mostenduring and basic of responsibilities of a son
to his family. The father wasprobably not dead yet (or he would not
have been there, or asked the question).Rather, the sons duties
were to take care of him and then take over thehousehold, business,
and any family matters. One normally did not go into amentoring
position until his family was taken care of first. After death, the
bodywas entered in a ground burial. A year later, it was dug up and
put into a familycrypt or box, much like the one recently
discovered that may have belonged toJames, the brother of Jesus.
This process can take one to two years. So, this

man was seeking something he had no intention of following
through with until amuch later time. Jesus calls us now, not later!
This man can be described as thereluctant disciple, one who needed
to be reminded of what it means to make areal commitment.

Then Jesus responds, let the dead bury their own dead. Jesus is
telling usthe importance of discipleship, and of our growth in Him.
He is saying to let thespiritually dead bury the physically dead,
as they are both dead. The time wehave on earth and of obeying His
call is short, so it demands our full attentionand commitment.
Jesus was not telling the man to disrespect his parents; rather,he
is telling him to consider what is important, and to have the right
priorities inlife. We are to make disciples to revive the
spiritually dead, not wait around forsomeone to die and be
buriedespecially in our spiritual life, and that of others.Remember
that follow Me. Jesus is asking us to place Him above
allincludingoccupation, family, personal desires, and aspirations.
All we desire and all ourwork must have Christ as the focus and
purpose. A true disciple will not have apecking order where Jesus
is not number one on the list. There is a cost tofollowing Jesus.
Most people did not want to pay that cost, whether first handwith
Christ himself, or today in the Church.
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We are not told if the man followed Jesus into the boat, or if
the storm(verses 23-27) or his inclinations distracted him from
this ever so importantsojourn. To really follow Christ, we will
surrender all to Him (John 3:5, 30; Rom.12:1-3; Gal. 2:20-21; Phil.
3:10-14). But, what we give up is nothing compared to

what we gain! Remember, Christ surrendered Himself so you can
have eternalsalvation. Should there not be a small piece of
gratitude within you to say, Hey, Iwill go wherever you call me? If
we respond to follow Me with a but, we willnever truly follow. We
will never grow in the depths of His precepts or be able toserve
Him fully. We will remain in our status quo, saved perhaps, but
uninvolved,sitting in a pew, with no impact or reason for being a
Christian. If you havereservations, think them through. Do they
have more to offer you? Do they havea greater purpose or impact?
Will they follow you into eternity? Life is short;make the most of
it and just go and follow Him! Be real and be committed! Do notlet
doubt, the pleasures of this world, or your sin distract you from
lifes greatestopportunity and adventureHis call to make fishers of
men! Embrace His call

with unmovable trust and be assured that His plan is the best
plan!

You may have made the decision to follow me, but what have you
donewith becoming fishers of men? Have you counted the cost? Are
you willing topay the price? Do you know that both are required to
follow Jesus?

2004 R. J. Krejcir Into Thy Word Ministries
www.intothyword.org

Part 2 Why most People Stay away from Christ

Developing an Evangelism Program PII

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.
People will belovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient totheir parents, ungrateful, unholy,
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, withoutself-control, brutal,
not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of

pleasure rather than lovers of God. 2 Timothy 3:1-4

Have you ever wondered why people do not have the willingnessto
come to faith in Christ? Why will they not listen to a passionate
pleafrom a loving and caring friend or family member who wants to
seethem saved? Why would they choose not to see their need for such
afantastic gift from God? Why, after all your efforts and hard
adoringwork, it seems to have been pointless and have gone unheard?
After

http://www.intothyword.org/http://www.intothyword.org/
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all, we have the God of the universefull of love and compassion,
Whocreated not only us, but all thingsreaching out to us!

Why is that? Why would people not want to be in Christ? Why
would they

not respond to our outreach programs? The basic reason is that
most people willplace their trust in anything that is not God, such
as their money, their career,and the high standard of living we
enjoy in the United States. Overseas, trust isplaced in clans,
tribes, idols, religion, and various beliefs systems. People do
notsee the peril that is right in front of them. Just click on the
evening news and youwill be inundated by the moral erosion of our
culture, and the flight from godlyvalues (Rom.1-2; Eph. 2:1-3). The
reason is that people are in sin, and theyprefer that sin to Gods
love. It blinds, courts, and misleads! They do not want tobe
convicted away from their beliefs!

People like to see themselves as gods; their will is as a
protected

castle, and they will not bow to the siege of anything that
comesagainst iteven that of Christ. Christ has a plan of love that
feeds, nota siege that starves (A siege is when an army surrounds a
castlebefore they storm it. It may take days and even months to
starve thepeople into submission if the army cannot get past their
defenses suchas the rampart, walls, or mote). Yet, too many ignore
the call, andrefuse to give up their will. The walk of the
Christian faith flies in theface of our individualistic culture
that says we can do it our way, andwe can have it our way. This
mindset is not uniquely American; it isthat original, sinful nature
we all have (Matt. 10:32-33; 1 John 2:15-17).

We do not have to be perfect or even fundamentally good. All
weneed to do is be who we are. Just watch the biographies of
famouspeople on cable TV, and how they lived their lives. They
chased drugs,pleasures, and wealth, only to find despair, and,
sometimes, evendeath. They thought they had everything, only to
find they had nothingin their lives. It all comes down to the fact
that people do not like to beconvicted! They do not like nor want
to be challenged; they want to doas they deem fit (Duet. 12:8; Jud.
17:6)!

We have to realize that we got ourselves into this situation
through sin. Atthe same time, we must realize that we are unable to
get ourselves out of it!

Humanity is powerless to know God without Gods intervention (1
Cor. 1:8-9;Phil.1:6; 1 Thess. 1:3-6; 5:23-24; 2 Tim. 1-12; 4:18; 2
Pet. 1:10). We are at themercy of God, and God responds to us with
mercy and forgiveness. We gotourselves into trouble; He is willing
to get us out of it. The problem is that mostpeople will not
respond. They will not reach out a hand to take His, even whenthey
are drowning!
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No one wants to admit his or her depravity or helplessness, so
we comeup with all kinds of ideas and ways that we do not need
Christ (Isa. 59:2; Rom.1:18-19; 3:9; 19; 5:12-17; 21; Gen 3; Acts
17:26; 1 Cor. 15:22). The idea that wedo not need Christ is not a
new, twenty-first century phenomena, but was statedby Christ
Himself as he told the story; A certain ruler asked him, Good
teacher,

what must I do to inherit eternal life? Why do you call me good?
Jesus answered.No one is goodexcept God alone (Luke 18:18-19). The
ruler, who was somekind of leader, was flattering Jesus, and
assumed his good deeds would bringhim eternal life. Jesus quickly
responded that goodness is found in God alone,and that his flattery
was insincere. Even if we are sincere, we will be sincerelywrong.
The leader failed to do what was required, and his good deeds
amountedto nothing.

The rich man refused to see his sin or to repent. He was
onlyable to see his needs and desires. These desires became the
barrier toknowing and growing in Christ. We are never to think too
highly of

ourselves, lest pride would enter in to ruin us. Pride removes
God fromour equation of life and relationships. It removes honesty
and sincerity.It literally destroys our relationships and takes
away our joy! The ironyis that pride is used to seek fulfillment of
the self and joy, but, it onlyresults in sheer despair (Phil.
2:1-4). Jesus, in the Luke passage, tells usnever to allow money to
stand in our way of Him. When we do, itblocks us off from the true
treasures and blessings He has for us!Money represents anything
that takes the place of our Lord! If you fearyou will lose out in
happiness or lose out in what seems important, thefact isyou wont!
Wealth in itself is not wrong, but it can be a verypowerful, false
god that subjugates us; Christ frees us and blesses us!

Allow Jesus Christ to free you from the self-destruction of your
pride!

When we think we are a god to ourselves, we have a much
exaggeratedview of ourselves. Even if you are a model citizen, and
live your life to helpothers, you will not even be close to
godhood. Jesus knew the leader lived for hispossessions, and would
miss the Kingdom of God because of his own efforts. Itis the
righteousness of Christ alone that gives us the hope of salvation;
our onlyeffort is the acceptance and trust of what was done on our
behalf. Of course, ifyou are perfect and born perfect, then you do
not need to worry; however, no onehas ever been perfect except for
Christ. Too many people do think they are

perfect, and boy, will they be surprised in the end! We all need
help because weare not perfect. Fortunately for us, Christ was
perfect on our behalf; He was oursubstitution; He is perfect; all
we need to do is respond in gratitude and be ourbest for His
glory.

The bottom line is that most people do not want to be bothered
byreligious things or be convicted; yet, the purpose of our
existence is to bereconciled to Him. We have to be convicted in
order to receive His grace. The
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Spirit is the One who convicts; it is our will that keeps Him
from that mission! Thebiggest problem is in recognizing that we are
indeed in need, and that we mustsurrender ourselves to Gods
providence (John 3:5, 30; Gal. 2:20-21; 1 Pet 5). Ifwe dare to
despise God and His offer, then we are damnednot a
pleasantfuturebut it will be by our own design and desire, and our
blame alone. If we

choose ourselves over God, then we will lose everything!

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all
generations. Beforethe mountains were born or you brought forth the
earth and the world, fromeverlasting to everlasting you are God.
Psalm 90:1-2

This Psalm, along with many other Scriptures, tells us that
Godhas always existed, always directed His creation, and has
alwaysprovided a plan for us. God is eternal, and we are not. He
has alwaysbeen and will always be. There is one God, and we are not
Him! This isparamount for us to understand in order to begin our
walk with Christ.

If an evangelist simply stated that Christ was a great moral
teacher, hewould get no reprisal. If you were to witness to your
neighbor boldly that Christwas a great philosopher, he or she would
invite you to tea. If a billboard statedthat Christ was a great
example, the non-Christian would not complain. Christ isall of
those, and, yet, He is not. Our Lord is a great Example, Teacher,
andPhilosopher, but not just a great moral philosopher, teacher,
and example. Hedoes not stop there. He is also eternal and Lord
over all (John 8:24; 56-58). Theworld, at large, is greatly
offended by the implication that Christ is God, thus,saying He is
anything but God is okay. Because, if Christ is God, then our
self-directed destiny would be in error, and our will would need to
be controlled by

Him, and we just do not want to be lorded over.

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believestands condemned already because he has not believed in the
name of Godsone and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come
into the world, but menloved darkness instead of light because
their deeds were evil. Everyone whodoes evil hates the light, and
will not come into the light for fear that his deedswill be
exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so
that itmay be seen plainly that what he has done has been done
through God. John3:18-21

Not believing in God is not the source for judgment or being
condemned,but, rather, from not believing who Christ is or what He
has done. The demonsbelieve; they just do not trust or surrender to
Him. It is the rebellion that ourhuman nature constitutes against
God that gives us over to damnation. Jesus, asthe perfect One,
comes to us, the condemned, with an offer of hope andsalvation. We
see that hope, but put it off saying, I do not need it, or, I can
do italone. Jesus goes on to say that our evil nature is the cause
of our
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condemnation, and He is the source of our hope. When we love
ourselves andour deeds more than we love our Lord, then we are in
trouble. This is not ofGods doing, but a result of our own will and
choices (Eccl. 11:9; Rom. 3:3; 1 Cor.1:18, 23; 6:2).

The Seven Main ObjectionsWe have already examined the two prime,
root reasons why people will

not come to faith In Christ. Of all the objections we hear when
we seek to shareour faith, these two root reasons sum up all of the
objections. Under these tworeasons of no one wants to admit his or
her depravity or be convicted of sin,come the countless objections
that people give, and many different categoriesthey can go into.
But, from my experience in youth, pastoral, and evangelismwork,
over 90% of these objections fall into seven main categories.

First: Trustworthiness (Galatians 1: 4-10)

People tend to object to the reliability of the Bible, and even
ofGod. This attack and objection is rooted in the nature of the
will, asmost objections are. People do not want to acknowledge a
primesource to which they need to submit. So, they grasp at
anything withwhich to make a blanket to protect them from the
truth, and to givethem comfort for their reasons. People will
attack the faith to givethemselves protection for their beliefs. If
a seemingly logical reasoncan be ascertained, then they will use
it. They may say the Bible is amyth and full of contradictions, but
they probably have never read it,and are only are repeating what
they have heard from others who also

have not read or researched the Scriptures.

Before I was a Christian, I would say almost anything, and
arguewith anyone, to try to prove the errors and contradictions of
the Biblethat I got from reading anti-Christian books. However, I
rarely went tothe prime source. The more I looked at the prime
source, the Bible, themore I was convicted of the real Truth! As I
came to understand what itmeans to be a Christian, I learned, over
the years, that the reality ofGod is found in our experience of
Him, and being obedient to His will. Iknow that God exists because
I know Him personally. This is a prooffrom personal testimony and
personal reason. But, many use science

as a reason to disprove the Bibles reliability. For this, we can
see thetrustworthiness of Christ just by the reliability of history
that proves thehistorical aspects of the Bible. Even sciencethe
reason why peopleobject to the Biblecan be expounded through
apologetics to provethe Bible.

Even though we have the answers to any objection through gifted
BibleApologists, credibility will be at stake for you in
witnessing. People may not want
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to acknowledge a God to whom they must be accountable, so they
will say thereis no God as a protection from the responsibility and
accountability they do notwant to take on. Now, we know the truth,
and science and history back us up, butmost people, even
Christians, know little about apologetics. So, do a littleresearch;
there are a lot of Christian books, websites, and resources that
are of

great help. You do not need to know all the answers, but you
should know whereto find the answers.

Second: Pluralism (2 Timothy 3:6-9)

This is also called Postmodernism. We live in a
politicallycorrect culture in the West, where offending someones
belief is acardinal sinunless Christianity is the target.

Most people in America today want to believe that all religions
are thesame, and all roads lead to God. People will respond in a
way such as, why does

it matter what I believe? They say it is arrogant and narrow
minded to believethat Christianity is the only way. This objection
usually is expressed in the mostpassionate, negative responses
because people want to believe what they want,and do not want to be
dictated to or directed to Truth. The arrogance is in us andour
determined will to go our own way; the ultimate pride and
condescension isnot Christianity, but rather our refusal to
surrender our arrogance. Christianity isthe true and only way that
God provides for us out of His love and grace.

It is our human nature to strive to be on top. Two kids will
argueover who gets the bigger piece of cake; so it is with adults
who arguetheir right to themselves. We are always involved in tasks
to prove our

value and worth.We often hear, what happens to the person who
never heard the Gospel, likethose tribal people in Africa? The fact
is that most people cannot fathom that Godis in control and
sovereign, because it interferes with their comfort level. If
theycan rationalize that God is not sovereign, and that there are
people not in Hiscontrol, then they are off the hook.

The key to providing evidence for the truth of Christianity is
notrooted in the skill of the argument; rather, it is in the love
of the personpresenting the argument! Your life, and how you live
it, is the greatestpersuasive power you can have on someone (Eph
4:2; 5:9; Col 3:12-

15)!Third: Need (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

People do not want to admit to a need for something that
isoutside them, or see the need and urgency of their plight. So,
you mayhear responses such as, it is okay for you but I do not need
it, or,Christianity is just a crutch for weak people. People get so
entwined in
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their own lives that they never look up; all they see is their
busyness,their accomplishments, or karma. They may see religion, in
general, asa pacifier to the masses, as Communism was. They may
believe thatpeople should be in control of their own destinies, and
that we aregods unto ourselves.

People get themselves into all kinds of addictions trying to
find asubstitute for God. They fear loneliness, a deep yearning
forcompanionship that other people cannot provide, so they get
involvedin perverted activities as a substitute, only to have that
yearning stillunfulfilled.

People see religion as a barrier to science and rational
thought,when, in fact, the opposite is true. Christianity is based
on solid,rational, logical, and consistent reason. The will to
reject the truth islike when the people on the Titanic refused to
believe they were in

danger as their ship sank, then panicked in the last minutes!
They mayalso see religion, in general, as a reaction to a fear
complex or thatreligion is an unenlightened way to view the
universe. Yet, science hasnever given an answer to the basic
beginnings and reasons ofexistence. God is our reason, our meaning,
and our purpose in lifenotbeing unto ourselves.

Fourth: Suffering (1 Peter 4:12-18)

As human beings, we are corporal in nature. That means wehave a
physical body with nerves and fragility. Suffering is a very

negative aspect to our nature. After all, who likes to suffer?
So, whenpeople take a look around the world, and even in their own
lives, andsee suffering, the question arises, why would a loving
God allowsuffering and evil into the world? In other words, when
they seesuffering, they assume that if there is a God, then He does
not care.And, since He does not care, then it does not matter how
one lives orwhat one does.

What the non-Christian may not understand is that suffering is
aresult of our evil, sinful nature and arrogance against God.
Suffering isnot from God; it is from us. God is the One who offers
an undeserved

plan of redemption to bring us out of it. When we accuse God
ofallowing evil, it is like accusing a bank teller of robbery
because theyhandled the money, while the real robber gets away.
Suffering is theresult of our choosing to disobey God, not a result
of God. He does nothave a malicious nature.

The modern person considers suffering as negative, because it
does notline up with happiness, peace, and joy. Some Christians
have furthered the
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problem by teaching that suffering is a sign that you are out of
God's will andhave unredeemed sin. However, this is not Biblical.
Yes, sin is the main factor,but, more often than not, the
consequences of the sins of others becomecumulative and compacting,
and affect us. It is a difficult journey, but take heart;our
sufferings are very temporary in the scheme of our eternal
existence

(Matthew 5:10; James 1:2; 1 Peter 4:13; Hebrews 10:24; 2
Corinthians 1:24; 12:9Philippians 1:19-25; 2:17).

We only see a small, small fragment of life and meaning. God
sees thewhole picture. Our time here is a mere vapor to what is
ahead. We do not see thebig picture, but only the here and now. He
sees us with eternity in mind, so Hecan help us to be formed and
matured for His purpose. His plan is best. Althoughit can be a hard
and long road for some, it is worth it more than we can
possiblyimagine! Take this to heart; He is thereguiding, loving,
empowering, and evencarrying us through it! Check out John 16; 33;
Romans 8:18 and 1 Peter 4:19!

My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise preserves my
life. (Psalm

119:50)

For further help please see our articles on: God Really Does
Have aPurpose Behind Your Problems! and, Growing through Difficult
Times of Waitingand Confusion .

Fifth: Death (Matthew 10:28-31)

The non-Christian may not want to admit to a death in their
past,or their own impending demise, so an objection to Christ comes
out ofit. They may deny death altogetherthe afterlife part, that
is. Since

there is no afterlife, there is no God, and since there is no
God, thereare no moral absolutes. Thus, people are in charge and in
control oftheir environment, and, again, have no need for
accountability orresponsibility. So, the individual can rationalize
his or her own fate andvalues and do what he or she wants without
fear of reprisal from a holyGod. The other possibility is a denial
of death stemming from an earlierloss, or the inability to
recognize our immortal nature. Out of this viewoften comes the
reckless endangerment of the self by thrill seekerswho take on
unrealistic, unsafe challenges.

The great news for the people with this objection is there is no
death in

Christianity; we are made for eternity and God has a place for
us! Share theeternal comfort and position we have in Christ. John
1:1-14 tells us that Jesus isGod who came to us both as a human
being and as fully God. He experiencedlife and death. He has risen
from the dead, (John 2:19-21; 19:33-37; 20:1-10), Hehas prepared a
place for us, and has covered our sin so we can have eternal
life(John 14:1-4; Eph. 2:1). This life is merely a temporary
venture until we arecalled home (Luke 16:22-23, 2 Cor. 5:8, Phil.
1:21-23, Rev. 14:11)!

http://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466076,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466076,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466276,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466276,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466076,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466076,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466276,00.htmlhttp://www.christianity.com/CC/article/0,,PTID34418%7CCHID144523%7CCIID466276,00.html
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Sixth: Spiritual Warfare (2 Corinthians 4:4-6)

We need to know that we have an enemy who will do whatever
ittakes to destroy our relationship with the Lord. He works best
byblinding us to the truth and/or getting us to focus on things
that take

us away from God. Sometimes, these can be good things, such
asbeing so busy with our children and their activities that we
never go tochurch. Our enemy will also prevent others from gaining
access toGod, access lost out of our pride being inflected on
others. Our enemyis the Devil. We have an enemy who uses our own
ideas and conflictsagainst us, and tricks our will and desire away
from God. Satansstrategy is that he joins the church and does not
fight against it. Satanis at his best, his strongest, and most
powerful in the church, because,as Christians, we let him. He
causes more distraction by usingChristians against each other than
any occult practice could ever do.To use a Biblical illustration,
Satan spends more time watering and

fertilizing the tares/weeds (evil agendas and personal desires)
than hedoes in cutting down the wheat (devotion to God).

Satan is the angel of light who fell from grace by his pride
(verses Christ isLight the real Light) (Isa. 14:12; Eze. 29:12-19;
Luke 10:18; 1Tim. 3:6); God hasnot taken his glory away; he is not
a goat-headed monster with a pointy tail and atrident (the
pitchfork). Thus, he deceives us with a little of the truth, and a
lot ofmisdirected imitation of the Christian life. Satan
accomplishes his task bymanipulating us to focus on our desires and
to be in conflict with one another.Satan spends little time in what
we see in the moviesthat is, an outright attackon us. We need not
blame all of our problems on the devil, as so many Christians

do. They do this to take the responsibility away from
themselves, focusing all theblame on Satan. But, we do need to take
precautions and actions to avoidSatans influence on us and our
neighbors.

Breaking Satans influence (see our articles on Satan in the
Discipleshipchannel) means breaking his strongholds of influence.
Identify where he isoperating, commit as many people to pray there
as possible, and continue thatprayer. His influence and stronghold
will be torn down. (A stronghold is an areawhere Satan is at work
in a concentrated effort. This could be a Hindu shrine inIndia or a
pornographer in the USor even a dead church.)

The key here is prayer and more prayer, a subject which we
willbe tackling later!

Seventh: Fear (Job 15:20-25)

Stemming from most of these objections is the underlying fear
ofthe unknown and unexplainable. Most people, Christians included,
donot have an accurate view of theology. They base their beliefs
on
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irrational, preconceived ideas that they pick up from a
smorgasbord ofplaces. With non-Christians this is even more
prominent!

Remember the two root causes for these objections? People do not
likebeing convicted. Now, add to that the fear of being convicted!
Even Christians! I

had a friend several years ago who refused to ever go and hear a
missionaryspeak. He was a leader in the church and a growing
Christian. One day I askedhim, why? His response was very honest
and to the point; he said he did notwant to be convicted, and have
to leave for a foreign destination to be amissionary. This, for
some reason, really scared him; maybe it had something todo with
his parents being missionaries and the problems they dealt with
that hedid not want to face. I explained to him that God would not
call him to anything hewas not gifted to do, or had the desire to
do, so to quit worrying. I guess he gotover it, because he spent a
summer in Russia a few years ago.

This grip of fear keeps Christians from growing because they
do

not want to be convicted. And, this fear is especially rooted in
non-Christians! In addition, it is a very powerful motivator to the
non-Christian who does not want to give up his or her perceived
lifestyleout of fear that the Christian life is boring. They may
feel like my friendwho was afraid to go overseas. They may think
they have to be somekind of monk, or they may have some perverted
view of a Christianthey got from TV or from misdirected
Christians.

The non-Christian may fear Gods vengeance, thinking his or
hersins and deeds are not forgivable and, therefore, they would
berejected. It is a basic misunderstanding of the Gospel message;
and,

since they do not understand it, they reject it. I believe the
biggestbarrier is the surrender of the will. People just do not
want to givethemselves up; they think being a Christian is a sign
of weakness andthey do not want to be known for that (John 3:5; 30;
Gal. 2:20-21; Phil.3:10-14).

First Peter 3:15 is as clear for us today as it was for Paul;
too many peoplerely on themselves to get through life while giving
God the raspberry. We, asChristians, need to wake up and see the
peril that the world is inthat our ownfriends, family, and
neighbors are in. We are in a ship that is sinking from underour
feet, yet we live our lives as if nothing were happening, just
"partying on,

dudes."

The key to evangelizing people that have fear as their
concernwhetherthey fear Gods wrath or the trivialities of lifeis
sharing the love and forgivenessof our Lord. The life of Paul (Acts
9) is an excellent place to start. They need tobe reassured that,
yes, God is a God of wrath, but He is also a God offorgiveness! He
not only forgave us, He took our punishment in our place.
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Therefore, we have no need to fear Himor anything else for that
matter (Prov.1:7; Matt. 10:28; 14:27; 1 Heb. 2:14-18)!

We need to communicate to others the need for Christ, and then
realizethe objections we may face. People do not see the need, and
Christians are too

busy in their lifeboatsignoring the cries, afraid of being
swamped. Our call is tobe constant and do as we teach, do as we
say, and act as we teach others aboutour Lord. There is no reason
ever to make things up, bend the truth, or waterdown the gospel
message to make it more palatable! Integrity, consistency,
love,care, respect, and listening without being judgmental are
utmost, important, andeffective evangelistic tools for the
apprehensive Christian sharing the love of Godto someone for the
first time (1 Thess. 2: 10-12)! Why? Because, hypocrisy givespeople
a false impression of God! Insincerity gives people a false
impression ofwho we are called to be; it nullifies our witness and
character! Because, God isrighteous and just; God exercises grace.
The willingness to model Christscharacter is far more vital for us
today than the willingness to preach it. God

wants us to be authenticnot pretentious (2 Cor. 8:9; 1 Pet.
2:13-17; 3:13-22)!

We are also launching our new Evangelism Channel this month!
Afterover 20 years of research and practice we have developed
severalcurriculums and articles on how you can start, run and build
asuccessful evangelism program for yourself and for your church!
Allyou need to know and for you to use for free!

2004 R. J. Krejcir Into Thy Word Ministries
www.intothyword.org

Part 3: How to Share your Faith

Developing an Evangelism Program PIII

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what
John

had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did
was to find hisbrother Simon and tell him, "We have found the
Messiah" (that is, the Christ).

And he brought him to Jesus. John 1:40-42, NIVBefore we can
venture into the how, we need to ask one key and essential

question: who and what do people see in you? When you share
about the Lord tosomeone, what is that person seeing in you? Your
character? Your Fruit? Yourpersonality? Your friendliness? Your
love? Your care? Or?

http://www.intothyword.org/http://www.intothyword.org/
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A principle fact we must know before we venture out into
evangelizing isthiswhen you ask someone, would you like to be a
Christian? you are, in fact,saying, would you like to be like me?
Are you a good me? Are you a personothers should strive to be like?
Be honest!

No, this is not really theologically correct; the reality is we
are helpingpeople come to Christ. But, they do not know Christ yet;
all they know is you andother Christians! So, the question that is
so imperative is,Are love, character,care, friendliness, and a
personality that lifts up people coming from you?Because, the
non-Christian will only know Christ through us (Christians) until
theHoly Spirit intervenes; thus, we must be careful how we plant
His seed in ourdaily actions, words, and deeds, and how we tell
someone about the Lord.Remember, in Matthew, chapter 23, Jesus
warns us about misleading people.People will look to you for a
model of the Christian life; if you are not modeling itor you are
modeling it wrong, then do not tell people about Him, because you
will

do more damage than good. Make sure that your life is focused on
Christ beforeyou tell others to do so!

How do I become a good me? The main thing is that our personal
prayerand devotional life must be growing and active. We cannot do
the work of Godunless we are the people of God! We must be in
prayer, and we must presentChrist in the clearest, truest way
possible. Then, we must add love, care, andsincerity while sharing.
Remember, Jesus Christ is the Holy, Eternal God of theUniverse; He
loves you and He loves others, too! We present and represent Himby
knowing the Scriptures and proclaiming Him with passion from our
spiritualgrowth, with conviction, because we know He is true, with
clarity, so we make

sense, and we are to have compassion and love for the people
with whom weare sharing. In addition, we are to proclaim Christ in
truth. That is, we nevermake up testimonies, or skew the truth of
His Word to fit our agenda or ideas.

We will not be perfect, (I know I am not) and God will still use
us and ourfrailties. However, dont we want to be a better me, a
better caring and lovingChristian who is grounded in the faith?

The Word (John 1:1-14) is cross-cultural and cuts though all
languages,people groups, and time. It does not need us to make
things up or bend it out ofshape. Nor, do we help by our
insincerities. Gods Word does not need to bediluted or watered down
to make it palatable. Witnessing is basically simple; allone has to
do is explain Jesus, in love, with the above precepts of
passion,conviction, compassion, clarity, and truth. It also helps
greatly to show our loveand care! The Spirit does the rest! The
Word is the peg that goes into both theround and the square holes!
You do not need to reshape the peg of His truth.You are to know the
culture of others and be relevant, but love that is real, alongwith
the Gospel, needs no modifying. Essential doctrine is crucial
because weare proclaiming God, and God is a God of truth! We are
His ambassadors; we
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are never to misrepresent Him (2 Corinthians 5:20)! The Spirit
is the real TrueWitness. We do not save people; we only present
Christ to people! All we do isallow His work in us and in others
(John 3:3-6; Acts1:8; Romans 5:4-5; 8:14, 26-27; 1 Corinthians
12:3; Galatians 4:6; 5:22-23; Hebrews 13:5-6).

To learn how to be an effective witness we are going to search
theScriptures for various ways we can communicate the faith. There
are manydifferent approaches, and I have used just about all of
them at one time oranother. Some work for some people very well,
while the same approach foranother does not. But, we can distill
key precepts to help shape the best way forus, as individuals, to
match our method with our personality and available time.We are
going to look at a simple plan from Andrew, more insights from
Philip,and a few thoughts from my learning and experiences, too.
Not all methods workfor every situation and person, but there are
key essentials that must be workingfor any approach to be
successful. What is the best approach to witnessing? Theone you
pick up with honesty and sincerity! The best one is one you are

comfortable with and the one that you use!

Andrews Primer on Witnessing

Look at Andrew in the John 1:40-42 passage. Notice what Andrew
doesand how he goes about reaching his brother and his friends.
Andrew has anencounter with Jesus and his life is radically
transformed. He becomes excited,and seeks whom he can tell first.
Jesus impacts Him greatly and he wants toshare that impact with
others. God then uses him to transform the lives ofothers. God can,
and will use you, too! As a Christian, your life has been

transformed; now, consider to whom you can tell your story.

The key precepts are to be transformed, be excited, and then
share withothers His impact on you!

Step I - Pray: Andrew knew Jesus, so we can consider this a
prayer, and we canpray for people to know and to tell (Proverbs
11:30).

Step II - Be Excited: We need to experience the veracity and
excitement of ourfaith so we will desire to tell it to another
person. We need to realize that theSpirit is with us, powerful and
ready! Christianity is not a spectator sport orsomething we do
vicariously though our pastors and leaders; it is something weare
and we do ourselves (John 4:35)!

Step III - Look for whom to tell: Whom can we tell? Who would
like to knowabout how Jesus transformed me? Who needs to know?
(And, the answer is:everyone who does not know!) Now, look around
you; whom do you know whodoes not know the Lord in a personal way?
Your mission field is wherever youare! Your friends, family,
school, work, neighbors...observe the entire scope of
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relationships around you. First, go to immediate family, then
relatives, then closefriends, then co-workers, then neighbors, then
business associates, thenacquaintances, and finally, any person
whom God places in your path! You neednot venture to the far-off
reaches of foreign countries unless called to do so.Rather, see who
is in front of you now, and write those names down on a list or
in

a journal (Proverbs 29:18)!

Step IV - Pray More: Make your list, and keep those people in
prayer on aregular basis! Get others to pray for them, too! Your
list of perspective people willcomprise your primary opportunities;
thus, prayer is the quintessential thing youdo and what the Spirit
uses to open peoples hearts.

Step V - Look for Opportunities: Pray for open opportunities to
tell others inlove and with care. Pray for the bravery to tell
them! Remember, never argue orconfront; allow the Spirit to work!
Get together with others and pray for people ontheir lists, too
(Matthew 18:19)!

Step VI - Cultivate Relationships: Relationships are valuable.
Do not befriendpeople just to witness to them; be real and sincere;
be open and care! Look foropportunities to invite them to crusades,
church socials, and such. Let them seeChrist in you before you open
your mouth about Him! But, do not just invite themto church stuff;
find interests to share in, too! The more they know you and
seecharacter and fruit in you, the more their hearts and minds will
be willing to hearfrom you! The saying, people do not care what you
have to say until they knowyou care, is pivotal and true!

Step VII Talk: Saint Francis said, But as for me, I desire this
privilege from the

Lord, that never may I have any privilege from man, except to do
reverence toall, and to convert the world by obedience to the Holy
Rule rather by examplethan by word. In other words,preach Christ
with passion and conviction, and, ifnecessary, use words! There
will come a time when you will have the privilege toanswer
questions and even lead them in a salvation prayer!

Step VIII - Commitment: Whether they make a commitment to Christ
or not, bea friend, be open, and be reliable. If/when they do
accept Christ, make sure theyare getting encouragement from you and
others, are in a good teaching andloving church, are being
discipled in a Bible study, and have the tools andresources they
need.

Step IX - Pray: Continue to pray for them.

Step X - Pray: Really continue to pray for them (Jeremiah
33:3)!

Cant remember these steps? Then, remember this, prayer, care,
andshare! These three words will transform your witnessing ventures
greatly whenfollowed and practiced!
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Philip teaches us How to Witness Effectively

So, how else can you go about it? Another good model for us to
follow

would be how Philip, in the book of Acts, witnessed to the
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts8:12, 26-40; 1 Corinthians 3:6).

Philip knew and trusted in God!

Philip knew who he was in Christ! His responsibility was to obey
by faithand be a person who was usable to God. He knew God would
work out thedetails, as He is sovereign and in control. God is the
One who can doextraordinary things! So, no matter what happened,
his reliance was on Christ.Gods timing is perfect and our efforts
are never a waste, whether we lead oneperson, hundreds of people,
or no people, as long as we are striving and are

obedient. The question you need to ask yourself and God is, do I
really trustHim?And, if so, am I usable?Faith has to be rooted in
you before you can beeffective in your witness (Proverbs 21:3;
Matthew 12:33; Mark 1:35; Philippians2:12; 1 Peter 1:2, 14; 1
Timothy 6. 14-16)!

Philip was a man who had good character!

Philip was a person in whom others could see the Lord! Philips
persona,as well as his life, words, and deeds bore witness to
Christ. For that reason, hewas chosen to reach the eunuch (Acts
6:3-5). He was a man whose passion wasto glorify Christ as Lord. He
was not self seeking; he did not seek power, glory, or

personal desires; he only sought Christ! Our lives must
demonstrate that weknow Him and that His fruit is working in usand
not rotten fruit! Do you havegood character (Galatians 5: 16-26;
Colossians 3:12-15; 1 John 2:26-29)?

Philip was infused with the Holy Spirit!

We must realize that any effort is fruitless without fruitHis
fruit! We donot do the work of changing or converting someone. That
is solely the work of theSpirit. We are the instruments whose call
it is to go and do. Philip obeyed, tookthe opportunity, and went.
We may not get direct orders from Jesus or an angellike he did, but
we can pay attention to the opportunities around us and make
themost of them! It is the Spirit working in us that makes us
contagious and uses usto influence those He seeks out. Do you allow
the work of the Spirit within you?This is not a charismatic idea;
it is a Biblical point and truth (Psalm 1:2-3;Matthew 7:16-18;
12:35; Philippians 1:9-11; 1 Peter 3:8; 2 Peter 1:5-8)!

Philip was prepared in his heart and knowledge!
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Philip knew the Lord and he also knew the Scriptures. He
realized thatGod is the Teacher and Guide, and he followed Him. He
is the One who gives usthe opportunities, the willingness, and the
ability to carry out His directives. Hegives us the boldness and
casts out our fears so we will have the courage towitness. We need
to realize that witnessing cannot be looked at lightly, or as

something we do when it is convenient or when we feel like it.
Witnessing comesfrom our devotion and love for our Lord, and from
being on the lookout for Hisopportunities. Because of what Jesus
has done for us, we are excited and wantto share that info with
others. To do this, we must be prepared, starting with ourhearts.
You do not need to know all of the answers, but you should know
whereor how to find them. How is your devotional life (John 15:4-8;
Hebrews 4:16;10:19-25; 1 John 4:7-21)?

Philip was using the Scriptures!

He was able and willing to sit down with the eunuch and explain
the

passage in Isaiah. For us to be effective, we must know the
Scriptures; or, if oneis new at it, be on the road to discovery. We
do not need to know all about theBibleall of its ins and outsbut we
need to have mentors and resources wherewe can find answers and
then get back to the person asking the questions. Weneed to be
engaging in the Word and in the process of learning. As we learn,
theSpirit will give more opportunities to share that information
with someone, just asHe did with Philip. Never neglect your study
of our Lord! Are you willing to learnand use His Word (Mark 6:2;
John 3:10; Colossians 3:15-17; 2 Timothy 3:16)?

Philip was greatly used and is our example because he trusted in
God. Hehad good character; he was infused with the Holy Spirit; he
was prepared, and

he used the Scriptures. This is not rocket science. In fact,
sharing the GoodNews about our Lord is simple and easy. We are to
know Him, and then we areto make Him known! This is our
responsibility. If we do not know Him, we will beunable to make Him
known. This may sound like, well, I am a Christian, and Igrew up in
the church so I know Him. Maybe; maybe not. But, are you growing
inHim? That is the key!

Philip was usable!

To witness, we need to be usable. We need to tune ourselves
before wego out, just as a musician tunes his instrument before the
performance and notafterward. We can only do this with an intimate,
growing faith, maturing in HisTruth and our spiritual formation. We
need to see the plight of those around us,and not be so involved
with our own lives that we are condescending orneglectful of
others. With our faith in line, we can see our mandate to care
forothers. We are to share with others with truth and compassion.
We are never tobe condescending, be overbearing, stalk, or be a bad
witness in any way. Ourfaith is essential; with His Word and Spirit
empowering and infusing us, we canstep out into the world boldly
and powerfully. So, allow God to gift and empower
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you to be His ambassador! He gives us the opportunities; we
respond with ourfaith and obedience. So, get in step with Him by
your faith, and then step out withyour proclamation of the
faith!

What else can I do?

Ask for the heart, strength, perseverance, patience, gifts, and
the willingnessof your church to obey. Ask for more prayer
warriors!

Effective witnessing comes out of our devotional life and
gratitude towardChrist, not out of obligation!

Ask God what the needs are, and for Him to reveal those as well
asopportunities to meet them.

Make sure you care, and have an attitude of love and concern for
the peopleor person to whom you are witnessing; if not, do not!Care
is absolutelyessential; remember,people will not care what you have
to say unless theyknow you care!

Ask God to send His Spirit to soften the hearts of people so
when they hearHis message, they will respond.

Make a list of all the people you need to pray for, the concerns
of the town inwhich you live, and other concerns God gives you.

Know that God can and will use you, no matter how little or how
much youknow. God uses the regular folks over the pastors, leaders,
and thesuperstars (1 Corinthians 1:27)!

According to surveys from The Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association andothers, over 80% of people who come to the Lord are
led by friendsnotevents or crusades! In addition, 80% of people who
do come to know the Lordat crusades were brought there
by.friends.people like you and me!

Depend on the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:4-5)!

Develop Real, Authentic Relationships! (1 Corinthians
9:19-23)

What are the keys to Andrews, Philips, or anyones good,
effectivewitness? It is prayer and the ability to develop
relationships! It boggles my mindhow many Christians I know who
have no relationships, friends, or evenacquaintances outside of the
church. They only know other Christians, and onlyshop in other
Christians businesses to the point they are in a sub culture of
a
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Christian only mindset. It becomes monasticism without the
piety! This is atravesty! Yes, we are to have fellowship, and our
principle relationships shouldbe with people who are in Christ.
But, how can we be saltand lightif we never gowhere the salt and
light is needed? God does not call us to separate from others;in
fact it is the opposite. We are to go to them without being
contaminated by

them. Scripture warns us that we are to be the influencers, not
the ones beinginfluenced (Proverbs 15:30; Matthew 5:13-16; 2
Corinthians 5:19-20; Ephesians4:20-24; Colossians 3:5-17; 1 Peter
3:2-3).

Are you a maker and builder of friends? How so? Why not? This is
notabout being an extrovert or having the personality to do so.
Yes, some arebetter at it than others, but we are all called to
make friends. To be honest, I amnot good in this area. I score high
as an extrovert on those personalityinventories, but that is
because of my profession as a pastor. I tend to go out ofmy way to
meet and greet people, but really, I am a natural introvert! I have
towork at this! I had to learn to be a go getter of people, to make
friends and

befriend people. Perhaps, you need to do so, too!

Be purposeful! To whom are you going? We need to have a target
before wecan aim the Gospel (Acts 18:18; 2 Corinthians 13:1)!

Be real! Caution! Be genuine! Guard against only getting to know
people soyou can witness to them. Yes, that is a primary aspect.
But, we are called tobe in relationships. If people find out you
are only interested in proselytizing,your witness will be
compromised to nothing (Mark 4:21-23; Romans 12:9; 1Peter
1:22)!

Be excellent! Do not be a nuisance, especially at work. A good
Christian

always does his or her work with excellence and fortitude, and
does not usecompany time for Gospel time (1 Corinthians 7:23;
Ephesians 6:5-8;Colossians 3: 22-25, 28).

Be willing to take the time! We have to be willing to go where
the people are,and spend time with them. It may take years for a
missionary on the field tolearn the language, the culture, and
build connections before he or she canbe used effectively.

Be a friend winner! The purpose of our witnessing is to offer
people a

relationship with Christ. This is best done when we have a
relationship withthem. We must first win them as friends before we
can win them to our Lord!

Be a smile maker! Smile at people! It takes seventy-two muscles
to frown, butonly fourteen to smile. People love a smile! Think
about how you feel whensomeone smiles at you, and realize how
important it is to do so to others, too.
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Be a person who uses peoples names! Call people by name! Take
the timeto remember someones name, and use it. The sweetest music
to anyone'sear is the sound of ones own name!

Be engaging! Speak to people! Take the chance! Step up to the
plate!

Venture beyond your fears, and engage someone in dialog. Be
willing to keepyour friends close, but also go outside of
yourclique and comfort zone to talkto others. There is nothing as
nice as a cheerful word, or an honest, friendlygreeting! You know
it when you get a nice greeting; so, why not give one toothers?

Be friendly and helpful! Most people I have known and observed,
who havefew or no friends, do not make the effort to be a friend.
If you would like tohave friends, then, be friendly!

Be caring! Be genuinely interested in people! Take the time to
listen andshow you care. Plan your schedule so you have time for
people. If you are

always in a rush, your relationships will suffer greatly. People
whom God hasbrought to you will be ignored, thereby wasting the
help, ministry, andinfluence you could have given. Christian
empathy means involvement, andshowing that you care!

Be pleasant and cordial! Be a person who is nice and engaging to
others.Speak and act as if they are the most important persons in
the room, and doso as if it is a genuine pleasure, as it should
be!

Be considerate with the feelings of others! It will be
appreciated. Each personis unique, created and loved by God.
Acknowledge this, and make your

responses to others in this light.

Be thoughtful of the opinions of others. There are three sides
to everycontroversy or disagreement, yours, that of the other
person, and that of Godwhich is the right one! We must not rely on
our own presumptions andassumptions, because, we do not have all of
the facts. Seek to know andunderstand the other persons
perspective, and start your dialog with thoseagreements.

Be an encourager! Be generous with praise! Seek to find
something that aperson has done that is gooda personality trait,
what they are wearing, or asmile that you noticedand let them know.
Be the person who takes the timeto encourage others, but, do so
honestly; no one likes a pretentiouspretender. Most people go
though their day, some even surrounded byChristians, and they are
never encouraged!

Be cautious with criticism! No one likes to be patronized or put
down! Thereare times we are to correct others or motivate them in a
better direction, butwe must do so with an attitude of love and
care, showing patience, respect,and tact, even while being
firm.
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Be ready to give your witness! What counts most in life is who
we are inChrist, and then our response of gratitude for what He has
done for us bydoing for others!

Personal Lifestyle Evangelism

The above principles about building relationships are keys to
your witness.They translate into what many call lifestyle
evangelism. That is, instead of adirect approach to witnessing,
your life is modeled as a show case of Godswork in you. In this
way, you show others by your actions and character how theLord
works; your life becomes contagious and attractive so that people
will wantto know more about you and thus will get to know more
about Him through you!Thus, they will ask you about the Lord or
what is different about you even beforeyou ask them if they would
like to know more about Jesus! How do we do this?Just know Him and
grow in Him, and allow the Lords transforming power to workin you!
It is all about the Fruit of the Spirit, and His work in you coming
outthrough you (Galatians 5:22-23; Colossians 1: 3-14; 2:6-7; 1
John 4: 7-16)!

There is, perhaps, no better way to introduce the Lordship of
Christ toothers than to model His character to others. When we are
distinctive andinteresting, living a life above reproach with love
and care for others, we are abeacon of hope to the lost, even if
they will not admit it publicly. When you earntheir attention and
respect, which takes an investment of time, then you caninvite
friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. to your house for
dinnersomethingpersonal. Then you can invite them to a church
program. Getting to know peopleis essential, as we are called to be
salt and light. Salt and light are penetrating,not elusive. So, let
us meet the call and snub the elusiveness; let us break out ofour
fears and resentment and follow our Lord! Then, we can be
effectivewitnesses without even opening our mouths! And, the
witness will be even louderwhen you do tell others about Jesus,
because, they have already seen Him atwork in you!

What about witnessing at work?

Your workplace is perhaps your most effective arena for
outreach. Youmay not be able to verbally share the Gospel, nor
should you on work time, butyou can be a Christ-like example so
others will seek you out and ask you what

makes you different. Your character will help make you stand
out, and then youcan take opportunities to share seriously, but not
on work time! Build therelationships, take co-workers to lunch,
meet them after work, go to a social, achurch, a community or work
event, and talk there. The key is the attitude we areto have, and
that is looking to Christ as our employer so we do our work for
Him.Therefore, we are to be our best for His glory, regardless of
our circumstances,and we can respond with a good work ethic (1
Corinthians 7:23).
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We must adjust our mindset to see work as an opportunity to
please Him.In so doing, we can be a blessing to those around us. We
are not hired towitness (unless you are a paid Christian worker).
Allow your good and caringattitude to become contagious, making you
stand out, and inviting opportunities.Be aware that this will also
lead to persecution from those with less than nice

mindsets. The main thing to remember is that people will see
Christ through youin the workplaceeither as modeling a God to come
to, or, one from whom to berepelled. How do people at work see
Christ through you? Remember, Christ-likeattitude and the Fruits of
the Spirit are paramount, as well as sensibleness, self-control,
and cooperation. (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Peter 1:4) Seek to emulate
Hischaracter and you will excel (Proverbs 12:24; 13:4; 19:15;
24:30-32; Romans8:17; Galatians 6:9; Colossians 3:23; Philippians
2:1-11; Ephesians 6:5-8; Titus2: 9-20; 1Timothy 6:1-2; James 1: 8).
Seek yourself and proselytize on work timeand you will repel the
people you were called to reach!

Make relationships that are real and authentic outside of your
Christiansubculture; be the salt and the light, and you will be an
effective witness(Matthew 5:13-16)!

Some passages to consider: Proverbs 15:30; Jeremiah 33:3;
Matthew 18:19;John 1:1-14; 1:40-42; Acts 8:12, 26-40; 1 Corinthians
1:27; 2:4-5; 3:6; 7:23;9:19-23; 2 Corinthians 5:20; Ephesians
6:5-8; Colossians 3: 22-25, 28

Questions to Ponder:

1. Who and what do people see in you? When you share about the
Lord tosomeone, what is that person seeing in you? Your character?
your Fruit?

2. How do passion, conviction, clarity, compassion, love, and
truth come fromyou when you proclaim Christ? How should it?

3. How do you feel about what comes across the minds of others
when you arewitnessing, and that you are in fact saying, would you
like to be like me?Areyou a good me? Are you a person others should
strive to be like? Behonest!

4. Does knowing that the Word (John 1:1-14) is cross-cultural
and cuts throughall languages, people groups, and time give you
greater assurance and faith

to be a witness?

5. Go over the various witnessing plans from Andrew, Philip, and
the others;then, come up with your own plan. Practice it, refine
it, and commit to it!

6. What is in the way of your becoming an effective witness? How
can and howwill you deal with or remove the obstacles?
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7. Make a list of people and be an Andrew to others. When and
where will youdo this first?

8. What are the tools, accountability, resources and
encouragement you mayneed to make this happen? Now go get them, so
you can help get others for

Him!
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Evangelism Insights and Encouragements

Proverbs 12:25; Mark 4; 16:15; Acts 1:8; Revelation 14:6; 2
Corinthians2:14; 4:1-6; Ephesians 4:12; 1 Peter 3:15

This article is a collection of insights I have learned and
collected fromover 20 years of evangelism in church and Para church
ministry. I hope you canfind these insights useful to encourage you
to serve Him more powerfully and

effectively! We all need encouragement. Billy Graham told me a
few years agothat he needs it, and he said I need it, and I believe
you may need it, too. So,here are some encouragements for you!

Witnessing can be scary. Many Christians will cower away from
their call,seeking other things to fulfill the void of that unused
call. It is important to seekour Lords precepts on who we are in
Him, how He can use us, and how He isour love and empowerment for
living and for sharing. If not, those distractions wepack into our
lives to hide His call will become our god and lord over
us,preventing us from taking advantage of the precious
opportunities He has for us.These distractions can also prevent our
growth and faith development. In the

faith, we are called to walk in Him. We are not forced to
proclaim Him; rather, weare encouraged to live a life of
distinction and of service. We have a choice toeither impact others
for the Lord or cower from our call and live a self-fulfilled
life.Saved? Perhaps; but, as the book of James tells us, for what
good would it be?We can choose to walk away from, walk around, or
walk to the person in need.We can embrace His call to share His
love, or we can fill that call with trivial,meaningless,
expectations that block our hope in Him. We need to realize
theimportance and relevance of His call to proclaim His name. When
we do so, we

http://www.intothyword.org/http://www.intothyword.org/
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are encouraged to stretch out and share that love we received
from Christ! Whatis stopping us? Well, most Christians just do not
know how, and/or they arefearful.

It has been my experience and observation that people who are
good

witnesses are confident in their faith. They know they have the
Good News! Theyknow Jesus, not just as a Savior, but as LORD (Luke
6:46)! He is all things tothem. Is He Lord of your life, too? This
realization impacts and fuels them toproclaim Jesus to others.
Because they know His power and impact, they show itto others. I
know that in my life, my effectiveness is directly correlated to my
walkand my prayer life. How much I trust and obey becomes the power
that helpssway. We need to know that telling someone about Christ
is not like sellingtoasters; it is telling others the promise of
life everlasting. This is the real andimperative stuff of the
Christian life. If He is your Lord and Love, and the mostimportant
entity in your life, are you showing it to others? If you get a new
car, doy
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