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Journey Through The Bible
 Nehemiah: The man of Prayer and Action
 Bible Reading:Nehemiah 1:1 - 2:20 Page 342 1
 Sunday, 29 June 2014

Page 2
                        

Nehemiah
 •Jewish exile•Cup bearer to King
 Artaxerxes of Babylon•Trusted friend and
 counselor to the most powerful king at that time.
 •He was deeply moved by the news that the walls of Jerusalem were still in ruins.
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Nehemiah
 •A city surrounded by enemies and without walls was weak and could not be defended.
 •70 years after the Temple was completed the walls were still not built.
 •The first attempt to rebuild the walls was stopped when the Samaritans lobbied King Artaxerxes to stop the work.
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Nehemiah Prays
 •“So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.” (Nehemiah 1:4, NKJV)
 •Nehemiah prayed and fasted for 5 months.
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Nehemiah’s Prayer
 •Nehemiah begins by telling God how wonderful He is.
 •When praying about a problem we need to remind ourselves of the character and power of God.
 •Meditating on His faithfulness, power and holiness puts the problem in a true perspective.
 •“And I said: “I pray, Lord God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe Your commandments,” (Nehemiah 1:5, NKJV) 5
 Sunday, 29 June 2014
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Nehemiah’s Prayer 1:5-11
 •Nehemiah confesses the sins of the nation as though they were his sins.
 •“Even I and my father’s house have sinned. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments,”
 •The great sin of the Jewish nation was that God had revealed His Law to them but they chose to disobey.
 •This was also the key to returning to God’s blessing.
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Nehemiah’s Prayer 1:5-11
 •“They are your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong hand. O Lord, let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who delight to fear Your name, and give success to Your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” Now I was cup bearer to the king.” (Nehemiah 1:10–11, ESV)
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Nehemiah’s Prayer 1:5-11
 •The basis on which Nehemiah appeals to God is God’s redemption. God had paid a price to free the people. (Exodus)
 •Our confidence in prayer is based on the infinitely greater price God paid for our redemption - the death of His Son.
 •Nehemiah wants God to help him speak to the King to get permission to rebuild the walls.
 •The same King who had previously stopped the rebuilding.
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Nehemiah Asks the King 2:1-10
 • “In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid.” (Nehemiah 2:1–2, ESV)
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Nehemiah Asks the King 2:1-10
 •Nehemiah was literally “grim faced”.
 •The king saw his inner turmoil and trouble that showed in his face.
 •Broke the royal protocol that everyone should appear happy in the presence of the king.
 •A grim, serious face could create a dangerous suspicion in the king’s mind.
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Nehemiah Asks the King 2:1-10
 •The Lord was in control. He caused the King to notice Nehemiah’s troubled feelings.
 •This was the God created moment to ask the king.
 •Nehemiah’s request shows how carefully he had thought through the needs of the people in Jerusalem.
 •He asked to be sent to Jerusalem as governor of the city to build the walls.
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Nehemiah Asks the King 2:1-10
 •Nehemiah’s request shows the power of prayer and carefully planned action.
 •He saw himself as taking a central part in the answered prayer.
 •When we pray we must be prepared to be part of God’s answer.
 •Nehemiah faced huge challenges in Jerusalem. God’s answers to prayer are not always easy.
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Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem 2:11-16
 •Nehemiah first makes a secret inspection of the walls. He has to assess just how big the task is going to be.
 • He convinces the people that it is God’s will and timing by showing them the king’s orders and testifying how God had answered his prayers.
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Nehemiah: Opposition
 • The people faced not just the back break work of clearing and building but fierce opposition from their enemies.
 • “But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?”” (Nehemiah 2:19, ESV)
 14
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Nehemiah: Opposition
 •How did Nehemiah respond to the insults and mockery?
 •He answered with a statement of faith in God:“The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we His servants will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 2:20, ESV)
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Nehemiah: Opposition
 • The opposition grew as the work of the walls progressed.
 • “But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it.
 • And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against them day and night.” (Nehemiah 4:7–9, ESV)
 16
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Nehemiah: OppositionDivisions from within
 •The workers complained they got too tired watching at night and working in the day.
 •Nehemiah divided them into work and guard shifts to maintain a 24 hour guard but this slowed the work.
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Nehemiah: OppositionDivisions from within
 •Biggest Crisis - profiteering.•The nobles, the wealthy “fat
 cats” took advantage of the situation to enrich themselves.
 •The workers spent so much time building the wall they didn’t have enough money to pay their debts.
 •The “Fat Cats” foreclosed, seized property and forced men and women into slavery.
 •Nehemiah was very angry. 18
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Nehemiah: OppositionDivisions from within • “I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these
 words. I took counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, “You are exacting interest, each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly against them and said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say. So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest.” (Nehemiah 5:6–10, ESV) 19
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Nehemiah: Wall Completed 6:15
 • The wall was completed but there was no community.
 •The stress of building the wall exposed divisions and hatreds between the different sectors of society.
 •The biggest social problem was intermarriage with pagan wives and husbands.
 • Intermarriage was forbidden by the Law. This was the biggest single cause of Israel’s rejection of God.20
 Sunday, 29 June 2014
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Nehemiah: Creating a God Centred Community
 • Renewing the Covenant.•The whole people was
 commanded to assemble in Jerusalem to study the Word of God.
 •Ezra read the Law. The Levites explained and taught it to the people.
 •On hearing the Word the people began to weep because they had broken the Law.21
 Sunday, 29 June 2014

Page 22
                        

Nehemiah: Creating a God Centred Community
 • They celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles that recalled the time God led the people of Israel across the desert to the promised land.
 •While the people camped out in their booths and celebrated, the Levites taught them the Law.
 •After 7 days they held the Day of Atonement and fasting as required in the Law.22
 Sunday, 29 June 2014
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Nehemiah: Dedicating the Wall • The wall was dedicated after
 the covenant was renewed.•Nehemiah had created unity
 around the Law of God.•The wall did not create a
 community.•The Word of God created a God
 centred community.•Without the prayer and
 sacrificial leadership of Nehemiah not even the Word of God could have renewed the covenant and the community. 23
 Sunday, 29 June 2014
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