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17.1 The Origins of Progressivism
 OBJECTIVE: To understand how Progressive Reforms changed
 modern America

Page 2
                        

ROOTS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF PROGRESSIVISM
 • Populism
 • Middle-class reformers
 • “Strengthen the State”
 • Return control of government to the people
 • Problems with urbanization/industrialization
 • Muckrakers/Press expose corruption
 • Question the role of big business
 • Question injustice in society
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4 Goals of Progressivism• PROTECT SOCIAL WELFARE
 – YMCA, Social Gospel– Florence Kelley (child welfare/labor reform)
 • PROMOTE MORAL IMPROVEMENT– Prohibition– WCTU, Frances Willard, Carry Nation
 • CREATE ECONOMIC REFORM– Reject laissez-faire policies– Embrace socialism and regulation of business– muckrakers
 • FOSTERING EFFICIENCY– Scientific management –Frederick Winslow Taylor– Assembly lines, Ford Automobile Plant
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La Follette's autobiography; a personal narrative of political experiences, by Robert M. La Follette ...
 How has it been possible that both the people of Wisconsin and the investors in public utilities have been so greatly benefited by this regulation? Simply because the regulation is scientific . The Railroad Commission has found out through its engineers, accountants, and statisticians what it actually costs to build and operate the road and utilities. Watered stock and balloon bonds get no consideration. On the other hand, since the commission knows the costs, it knows exactly the point below which rates cannot be reduced. It even raises rates when they are below the cost, including reasonable profit.
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7 MAIN ACTIONS OF PROGRESSIVE REFORMERS
 #1 REFORM LOCAL GOVERNMENT
 #2 REFORM MAYORS
 #3 REFORM GOVERNORS
 #4 PROTECT WORKERS
 # 5 EFFORTS TO LIMIT WORKING HOURS
 # 6 REFORM ELECTIONS
 #7 DIRECT ELECTION OF SENATORS
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CLEAN UP GOVERNMENTREFORMERS CLASH WITH POLITICAL
 BOSSES AND POLITICAL MACHINES
 #1 REFORM LOCAL GOVERNMENT• Cities begin appointing experts, such as city-managers,
 not politicians to run cities. Ex: Galveston, Texas.
 #2 REFORM MAYORS• Progressive and Reform mayors begin winning office,
 esp. Detroit and Cleveland.
 #3 REFORM GOVERNORS• Robert M. La Follette –famous progressive governor
 of Wisconsin. Founded the Progressive Party.
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PROGRESSIVE SOCIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
 #4 PROTECT WORKERS• Workmen’s Compensation• Shirtwaist Fire (1911) –
 catalyst for reform• 1916: Keating-Owen Act –
 Prohibited the sale of goods produced with child labor across state lines. Sadly, it was ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.
 By 1920 child labor is HALF what it had been in 1910.
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Breaker Boys and HeadlineThe coal mines of Pennsylvania employed more than ten thousand boys under the age of 16. Known as "breaker boys," they sorted coal. Such work was dangerous and sometimes fatal, as attested by this 1911 headline. (Library of Congress)
 Breaker Boys and Headline
 Copyright © Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.
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http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/indiana.jpg
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http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/full.jpg
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# 5 EFFORTS TO LIMIT
 WORKING HOURS
 • Maximum hours
 • Minimum wage
 • Muller v. Oregon (1908) – Supreme Court recognized protection for women in workplace by limiting their hours
 • Bunting v. Oregon (1917) – Supreme Court recognized 10 hour work day for men.
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# 6 REFORM ELECTIONS
 –Initiative
 –Referendum
 –Recall
 –Direct primaries
 –Secret Ballots
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17th AmendmentClause 1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
 Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures.
 Clause 2. When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of each State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided That the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.
 Clause 3. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.
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Fill this chart with groups that campaigned for reforms. Which groups were most effective?
 Progressive Reforms
 Political
 Economic
 Social Welfare
 Moral
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