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TRIUMPH PROCLAIMED 1 PETER 3:18-22
 Clark Tannerhttp://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/triumph-
 proclaimed-clark-tanner-sermon-on-apologetics-jesus-101398.asp

Page 2
                        

1 Peter 3:18 NET Because Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the
 unjust, to bring you to God, by being put to death in the flesh but by being made alive in the spirit. 19 In it he went and preached to
 the spirits in prison, 20 after they were disobedient long ago when God patiently waited in the days of Noah as an ark was being constructed. In the ark a few, that is eight souls, were delivered through water.

Page 3
                        

21 And this prefigured baptism, which now saves you — not the washing off of physical dirt but the pledge of a good conscience to God — through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who went into heaven and is at
 the right hand of God with angels and authorities and powers subject to him.

Page 4
                        

THE TRUTH THAT SETS US APART
 I found an article by Umar F. Abd-Allah, who is chairman of the Nawawi Foundation, a
 nonprofit educational organization based in Chicago.
 The title of the article asked the question, “Do Christians and Muslims
 worship the same God?” http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?
 title=3137

Page 5
                        

In brief, his conclusion was that Christians, Jews and Muslims worship the same God
 because they all call on the God of Abraham. He said in his article; “Historical arguments between their faiths have rarely
 if ever been over what to call Abraham’s God or who was invoked by that call, and Islamic salvation history is rooted in the
 conviction that there is a lasting continuity between the dispensations of Muhammad, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and the biblical
 and extrabiblical prophets.”

Page 6
                        

He made the unfortunate choice of quoting Bertrand Russell, philosopher and atheist of a previous century, as saying, “The opinions that are held with passion are always those
 for which no good ground exists”.
 In other words, if you have strong convictions about the things you believe,
 that alone is evidence that there is no evidence. What a bunch of hooey!

Page 7
                        

Nevertheless Abd-Allah’s choice of using this quote in itself sends the message that it doesn’t really matter whether Christians and
 Muslims worship the same God. What matters is that we ‘let it be’ in the sense that John Lennon meant the phrase in his song.
 There is no absolute truth, so you have yours and I’ll have mine and let’s have
 another cup of coffee and let’s have another piece of pie.

Page 8
                        

Christians, the spirit of the age has men looking for peace but not truth. Truth offends, and offense has become so
 offensive that the one who dares to utter a belief in an absolute truth in a public
 manner is likely to find himself being called upon to publicly apologize, not for the truth,
 but for having the audacity to offend someone with it.

Page 9
                        

CHRIST DIED ONCE FOR ALLWell folks, here is the one truth that
 separates us from the rest. Here is the absolute truth that makes
 Christianity the only viable and valid faith in history and in the world.
 18 Because Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, to bring you to God, by being put to death in the flesh but
 by being made alive in the spirit.

Page 10
                        

My response is ‘No, Christians and Muslims and Jews do not worship the same God’. Because as soon as Christ is denied as
 Deity and as the Son of God who suffered and died in the flesh to pay the penalty for the sin of mankind, then the one true and Living God is no longer being worshiped.When you reject God’s true revelation of
 Himself at any point, you cease to worship God, and you begin worshiping a god (small
 ‘g’) of your own design.

Page 11
                        

It doesn’t matter if you say you are calling on Abraham’s God, if you do not have the
 faith that gained for Abraham God’s approval; the faith for which righteousness
 was imputed to him.Romans 4:3 NET For what does the scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was
 credited to him as righteousness." (Genesis 15:6)

Page 12
                        

Abraham believed in a promise relating to a Redeemer. He was promised that in his descendant all the nations of the earth
 would be blessed.
 There is only one thing that could possibly bless all the nations of the world. There is
 only one common denominator affecting all of mankind and therefore every nation of mankind and that is the condition of sin.

Page 13
                        

Therefore if all the nations are to be blessed by one man, that man must be the One who
 will provide redemption from sin to all the nations of the world. Abraham believed that promise and was declared right with God
 through faith.Christ also suffered once for sins To put him on equal plane with Muhammad, Abraham, Moses, or any of the biblical or extrabiblical
 prophets, is to deny the efficacy of that death;

Page 14
                        

it is to deny His resurrection; it is to deny the Father’s approval of the Son’s atoning work; it is to call God a liar. Because God said “…I will establish my covenant with Isaac”, (Genesis 17:21a) not Ishmael and Because you have obeyed me, all the
 nations of the earth will pronounce blessings on one another using the name of
 your descendants.' " Genesis 22:18 NET

Page 15
                        

And from Isaac came the twelve tribes of Israel, and from the one named Judah
 came Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ of God, long-awaited Messiah of the Jewish nation,
 who died for sins, once for all.The Holy Spirit made the truth abundantly clear in this passage. Christ died once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He
 might bring us to God.

Page 16
                        

Here are a couple of other passages that should be brought to the Bible student’s
 mind at this point.Hebrews 2:10 NET For it was fitting for him,
 for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
 sufferings.John 14:6 NET Jesus replied, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
 the Father except through me.

Page 17
                        

Christ tasted of death for every one so that everyone who believes will never taste of
 death.Here is what I mean by that. On the cross
 as Jesus became sin for us, God made the one who did not know sin to
 be sin for us, so that in him we would become the righteousness of God. 2
 Corinthians 5:21 NET

Page 18
                        

He experienced the condition that all of us were in; that being, separation from the
 Father. It is why He cried out “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34) In divine wisdom then, He
 committed His spirit to the Father’s care and hung His head and died in the flesh,
 having finished what He came to accomplish; all that the Father sent Him to
 do.

Page 19
                        

He did this, as Peter says in our text, ‘to bring you to God.
 Does that sound like any other religion? Does that jive in any way with a claim that “The core teachings of every religion…are
 essentially the same”?

Page 20
                        

There is a level of truth in that if you’re talking only of the teaching of morality and social community on which all reasonable
 men agree.But when Christ comes into the picture, dying in the flesh and rising in a glorified body into the heavens before witnesses, then we leave philosophy and enter into
 relationship and friend, either you is or you ain’t!

Page 21
                        

PROCLAMATION IN PRISON1 Peter 3:19 NET In it he went and preached
 to the spirits in prison, 20 after they were disobedient long ago when God patiently waited in the days of Noah as an ark was being constructed. In the ark a few, that is eight souls, were delivered through water.

Page 22
                        

An elderly minister who survived the great Johnstown Flood of 1889 loved to regale
 audiences with tales of that harrowing event. When he died and went to heaven, he found himself in a meeting of saints who were sharing their life experiences. He took
 St. Peter aside and asked if he could tell about surviving the Johnstown Flood. Peter hesitated, then said, “Well, you can tell your
 story, but just keep in mind that Brother Noah will be in the audience.”

Page 23
                        

Now as we come to verses 19 and 20 let’s take note of the fact that what Peter now
 says had to come to him supernaturally by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as he
 wrote, or he was told this personally by the risen Christ in the course of the 40 days He was still on earth in His glorified body prior to His ascension. I can’t think of another way Peter could have this knowledge.

Page 24
                        

So once more this puts us in the position of affirming Biblical truth.
 Is the Bible all true? Yes. Is it infallible? Yes.
 Is it God-breathed? Yes. Is it sometimes hard to understand? Yes. So we need the help of the Holy Spirit to
 understand it, but we take great comfort in the fact that we begin on the solid ground of
 truth.

Page 25
                        

Therefore in our quest for understanding we do not embark upon an investigation into
 the validity of the Scriptures, but we seek to have our spiritual understanding enlightened to their inerrant and
 unchangeable message.

Page 26
                        

Now as we look again at the wording of these verses we note that Peter says Christ
 was put to death in the flesh but by being made alive in the spirit. And we know from
 the gospel accounts that when He rose from the dead it was in His glorified,
 physical body.So from this we can glean that His going to this place Peter calls ‘prison’ in spirit means that He went there during the time His body
 of flesh lay in the tomb and prior to His resurrection.

Page 27
                        

Let’s look at the verses once more then sharpen our focus.
 1 Peter 3:19 NET In it he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 after they were disobedient long ago when God patiently waited in the days of Noah as an ark was being constructed. In the ark a few, that is eight souls, were delivered through water.

Page 28
                        

Now I don’t want to recite commentary here and break down all the word studies and
 rehash the various views that, frankly, often read as though the commentator himself
 was confused and a little shaky on what he actually thought went on here.
 Let me just present the cooked meal to you and let you go later, if interested, and
 search out the information for yourself if you want that much detail.

Page 29
                        

Peter has made reference here to certain demonic spirits who were active in the world
 before the flood. Genesis 6:1 NET When humankind began to
 multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of humankind were beautiful. Thus they took wives for
 themselves from any they chose.

Page 30
                        

3 So the LORD said, "My spirit will not remain in humankind indefinitely, since they are mortal. They will remain for 120 more
 years." 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days (and also after this) when the sons of God were having sexual relations
 with the daughters of humankind, who gave birth to their children. They were the mighty
 heroes of old, the famous men.

Page 31
                        

Not only the wording itself but also the usage of certain Hebrew words and terms
 in the manuscripts indicates that these ‘sons of God’ mentioned in verse 2 were demonic spirits, who either took human form or possessed human men for the
 purpose of forcibly taking human women and procreating with them.

Page 32
                        

Nevertheless, the fruit of those unions would have had to be mortal in which case they would have been thoroughly corrupt,
 perhaps even the whole generation of mankind spoken of in Genesis 6:5 of whom it
 says But the LORD saw that the wickedness of humankind had become
 great on the earth. Every inclination of the thoughts of their minds was only evil all the
 time. NET

Page 33
                        

And they would have drowned in the Flood with the rest.
 Now pertaining to the spirits that committed these acts, they were so evil and so
 disobedient to the purposes of God that He chained them in a place where they can never do those things again, and where
 they await their final destruction.

Page 34
                        

Peter refers to them again in his second letter.
 2 Peter 2:4 NET For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but threw them into hell
 and locked them up in chains in utter darkness, to be kept until the judgment, 5 and if he did not spare the ancient world,
 but did protect Noah, a herald of righteousness, along with seven others, when God brought a flood on an ungodly
 world,

Page 35
                        

And as you see, he once more connects them with Noah.
 Then there is Jude 1:6 NET You also know that the angels who did not keep within their
 proper domain but abandoned their own place of residence, he has kept in eternal chains in utter darkness, locked up for the
 judgment of the great Day.

Page 36
                        

At this point we might ask two questions. 1. What was particularly heinous about this
 particular evil that was happening in the years Noah was building the ark?
 2. Why does Peter mention it at this point?
 And if we can answer these two questions I think we can bring
 this to a close.

Page 37
                        

SATAN’S EVIL PLOTTo answer the first question then, let’s remind ourselves of the one thing that
 Satan would have wanted to accomplish. In the Garden of Eden after the first couple sinned, God announced that through the
 seed of the woman would come a Redeemer who would crush the serpent’s
 head.

Page 38
                        

So if he could completely demonize mankind through perverse sexual union he might think that in that way he could stop
 the coming of the One who was promised.Remember, there are a number of times in history, recorded for us in the Bible, when he killed a great many babies hoping to
 wipe out the line of the Christ and even the infant
 Messiah Himself.

Page 39
                        

He used Pharaoh for that purpose when Moses was born and Herod at the time
 Jesus was born.Thinking this through might help us to
 understand more clearly why God would wipe out the entire race of mankind at that time. Man was so thoroughly corrupt, so
 completely evil, that in 120 years of knowing the ark was being built and being
 warned of the coming destruction there was not one convert, but only Noah and his
 seven family members that were brought through the Flood.

Page 40
                        

But through that Godly man God preserved the line of Christ and subsequently
 imprisoned the demons involved in the failed plot, reserving them for judgment.The second question we asked was why Peter would mention these things at this
 point in his letter.

Page 41
                        

GOD’S TRIUMPH THROUGH SUFFERING
 Let’s start on this one by reminding ourselves of Peter’s theme. He’s talking about the suffering of those to whom this
 letter is addressed. Remember that back in the earlier verses of
 this chapter he encouraged them to keep their behavior Godly and their consciences clear of wrong-doing, not that they would avoid suffering in that way, but that their
 suffering would be for the sake of righteousness.

Page 42
                        

1 Peter 3:14 NET But in fact, if you happen to suffer for doing what is right, you are
 blessed. But do not be terrified of them or be shaken. (Isaiah 8:12)
 1 Peter 3:17 NET For it is better to suffer for doing good, if God wills it, than for doing
 evil.

Page 43
                        

Christians, if we suffer for doing wrong, we’re only getting what’s coming to us and there is nothing useful to God in that. But
 when we suffer for doing what is right; when we suffer for the sake of righteousness,
 God can and will accomplish great things through that sacrifice that we’ve made.And this is Peter’s point. And this is why Christ, after his suffering, went to these spirits in prison to make proclamation to
 them.

Page 44
                        

Think about it. Their task was to frustrate life and stop the promise of Eden from
 coming to pass. Since Noah’s time they had been chained up and locked away and
 probably by the time Jesus came had long-since thought they had succeeded in their
 task.But through His suffering and sacrifice on the cross He accomplished the greatest
 triumph of all time, and it was His honor as the Conqueror to go to them and declare
 the victory He had won!

Page 45
                        

So why does Peter mention it here? For our encouragement.
 21 And this prefigured baptism, which now saves you — not the washing off of physical dirt but the pledge of a good conscience to God — through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who went into heaven and is at
 the right hand of God with angels and authorities and powers subject to him.

Page 46
                        

Baptism is not merely a physical cleansing; it is a spiritual cleansing of the whole heart
 and soul and life. Its effect must be on a man's very soul and on his whole life.
 Peter calls baptism the pledge of a good conscience to God. The word Peter uses
 for pledge is eperotema ep-er-o'-tay-mah (<G1906>). In every business contract there was a definite question and answer which made the contract binding.

Page 47
                        

When we're shopping for the right answers to today's questions, we've got to look in the
 right direction. It's like the little boy who answered the telephone. The caller asked, “Can I speak to your father?” “No,” the little boy whispered, “he's talking to the police.”
 “Well, can I speak with your mother?”“No,” the boy whispered again, “she's
 talking to the firemen.”With alarmed tones, the voice asked,
 “What's going on over there?” And the boy replied, “They're looking for me.”

Page 48
                        

That little boy answer the questions as they were asked.
 The question here is: "Do you accept the terms of this contract, and bind yourself to observe them?" And the answer, before
 witnesses was: "Yes." Without that question and answer the contract was not valid. The technical word for that question and answer clause is eperotema ep-er-o'-tay-mah (<G1906>)
 in Greek, stipulatio in Latin.

Page 49
                        

Peter is, in effect, saying that in baptism God said to the man coming direct from heathenism: "Do you accept the terms of my service? Do you accept its privileges and promises, and do you undertake its
 responsibilities and its demands?" And in the act of being baptized the man
 answered: "Yes."

Page 50
                        

The whole idea and effectiveness of baptism is dependent on the resurrection of
 Jesus Christ. It is the grace of the Risen Lord which cleanses us; it is to the Risen,
 Living Lord that we pledge ourselves; it is to the Risen, Living Lord that we look for
 strength to keep the pledge that we have given.
 (Barclay's Daily Study Bible)

Page 51
                        

Believer, Christ is our example that God accomplishes mighty things through
 suffering. He won the victory on Calvary’s cross that had been promised to Adam and Eve as they stood in the Garden trying to
 provide their own righteousness with withering fig leaves. But God made them
 more permanent covering with the skin from the very first animal sacrifice indicating that
 He, not they, would provide their righteousness and it would be everlasting.

Page 52
                        

He won the victory and then went to proclaim His triumph to those who had
 come closest to stopping it, then He rose from the dead and sat down at the right
 hand of the Father as the One to whom all angels and authorities and powers had
 been subjected.

Page 53
                        

He has provided your righteousness, your eternal clothing so that you may stand right before the Father’s throne, and because of this you and I can know that when we suffer for righteousness’ sake we will, in the end, be shouting His triumph before the throne,
 and our triumph in Him.But thanks be to God who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and who
 makes known through us the fragrance that consists of the knowledge of him in every
 place. 2 Corinthians 2:14 NET
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